2006-2008 AREC Progress report
The Agricultural research and Education Center (AREC) of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences (FAFS) at AUB achieved most of its objectives on different levels of research, education, production, and collaboration projects during the past 2 years.

During this period, the research conducted at AREC was selected under the same theme “solving farmers’ problems” such as water accessibility, dramatic increase of raw material prices, marketability of products, etc. Conservation agriculture, which aims at reducing the cost of operations and protecting the environment, was the first and the most important project that has taken place at AREC. 

Beside this project, several studies were carried out to determine the water and nutrient requirements of the major crops grown in the Bekaa plain.

The visit of AREC interim farm manager to Agricultural Research and Extension Centers of Mississippi State University (MSU) was also beneficial and contributed to an education and research collaboration project between the two universities. 

As in the previous years, AREC continued to provide assistance to faculty members and graduate students currently engaged in research and teaching at AREC. Also agriculture and landscape students continued to obtain practical experience in various sectors of agriculture provided by excellent available opportunities and facilities within the 100-hectare farm.

Alterations and improvements continued to take place at AREC, some of them will be achieved in the beginning of 2008-2009. 

In terms of production, routine activities in crops, poultry and dairy have been carried out according to established management practices. AREC has also made the necessary arrangements to sell unnecessary vehicles, wood, equipment and machinery, and culling some of the surplus livestock according to AUB rules and regulations. 

 

During this period, AREC achieved an additional $ 53,459.00 in revenue in 2007 in comparison to 2006 revenue and $ 30,457.00 in 2008 much more than 2007 and a decrease of around $ 180,000.00 in deficit in 2007 and 2008 over the period of 2005-2006 in spite of to the dramatic increase in market prices and casual labor fees (73.55% gas oil, 120% minerals and vitamins, 125.71% fertilizer, 64.5% casual labor, 69.34% feed for livestock and poultry, etc.)
AREC has laid grounds for conducting a feasibility study of its operating activities, establishment of its website and many other improvements in structure and content. 

 

AREC has also continued to supply the AUH Dietary, and the AUB pilot plant with their demand of products. This has amounted to 150 tons of Dairy products and 18 tons of Chicken per year. The seed trial project has continued with UNIFERT where new varieties of vegetables were introduced and tested.  

 

AREC had several visitors during this period including, Dr. Peter Dorman (AUB President) and his wife, Dr. Nahla Hwalla (Dean FAFS), Professor Rami Zurayk (FAFS Associate Dean), Dr. Koffman (AUB Trustee), Dr. José A. Zaglul (AUB Trustee & Earth University Rector), Dr. Pedro Bidegaray and Dr. Bert Kohlmann (EARTH University – Costa Rica), Mr. Stephan Kenny (Vice President for Finance), Dr. Nadim Cortas (Dean – Vice President for Medical Affairs), Mr. Samer Maamary (Vice President for facilities), Mr. Bassem Barhoumi (Director of Facilities Planning and Design Unit), Dr. Ghufran Kattach (Associate Professor at Aleppo University), Mrs. Janes Yaiden (Mercy Corps Project Manager), Dr. Kurt Steiner and Mr. Berthold Hansman from the GTZ organization, and several senior members of ACDI/VOCA and USAID. 

 

AREC is currently studying major renovations and reconstructions of the student dormitories and cafeteria, visitor’s villa, faculty housing, workshop, and the creamery. AREC hopes that these continuous efforts will improve the academic experience of its students, enhance the research outcomes of faculty and attract more grants to be conducted on its premises.

It is worthy to mention the appointment of Professor Rami Zurayk as Associate Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences to assist the Dean in valorizing AREC as an academic asset to FAFS and AUB as of September 1, 2008. In his capacity as Associate Dean Dr. Zurayk will further develop AREC strategic plan and coordinate with faculty members to develop and implement projects and activities at AREC. Dr. Zurayk will also evaluate and recommend resource allocation to projects and programs at AREC to optimize the use of staff, land, facilities and equipment. 
Finally, and as every year, as an AREC tradition, the sweet corn day attracted more than 1000 visitors (more than 500 visitors in comparison to last years 2004, 2005, and 2006).
         

