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Professor Joel Beinin

Professor Joel Beinin on Islamic Social Movements

he culmination of the spring semester for the

CAMES community was a lecture by
Professor Joel Beinin of Stanford University.
Combining social movement theory with political
economy, Beinin delivered an engaging talk on
“The New Global Economy and the Political
Economy of Islamic Movements.” His reputation
for sound scholarly work drew a sizable and
appreciative audience. CAMES was also
fortunate to receive Dr. Beinin at a smaller,
informal Brownbag session the following day.
Although Beinin has a substantial reservoir of
knowledge on the Arab world as a whole, most
of his academic work focuses on Egypt. He has
served as President and on the Board of
Directors of the Middle East Studies Association
of North America (MESA). He is the author of
numerous scholarly articles and books, and has

taught Middle East History at Stanford
University since 1983.
Beginning his lecture with a

consideration of methodology, Beinin sought to
validate his use of social movement theory by
drawing out flaws in approaches such as
country case studies. He suggested that country
case studies are inadequate because they “tend
to portray Islam as an anti-modern phenomenon
rather than as an integral part of global
modernity.” On the other hand, Beinin argued
that methods such as social movement theory

can be useful because they explain “the
successes of Islamist movements in mobilizing
the core of their activists.”

Beinin went on to argue that Islamic
social movements in the Middle East are the
outcome of four interlocking developments.
First, the defeat of secular Arab nationalism in
the Arab-Israeli war of 1967 helped to create a
fertile environment for these movements. The
global demise of the Fordist-Keynesian regime
of capital accumulation and the regional Middle
East reaction to this demise constitute the
second and third developments. Finally, the oil
boom and bust of 1974 to 1976 further paved
the way for the rise of Islamic social
movements.

Beinin explained that Saudi Arabia
also helped to bring down Arab nationalism and
socialism in the 1960’s by supporting Islam as a
counter-weight to these nascent pan-Arab
movements. Closely following this development,
the oil boom of the mid-1970’s brought migrant
workers from Egypt, Sudan, Yemen, Jordan and
Palestine to the Gulf, where they were
inculcated with Islamism only to return home
and disseminate the phenomenon. Closely
following these developments, Arab states
became much less effective in their ability to
offer social services. This proved to be a major
windfall for the Islamists. Finally, the collapse of



oil prices in 1985, blow-back from the anti-Soviet jihad in
Afghanistan and the emergence of Hamas during the first
Palestinian Intifada all contributed to strengthening Islamist
movements in the late 1980’s and early 1990's.

At this point in the lecture Beinin narrowed the
scope by honing in on three segments of Egyptian society
that exemplify the above-mentioned assertions. The first
segment he discussed was the Islamist business class.
Egypt's 1974 Open Door Policy promoted rapid growth
among the nation’s middle class. This middle class had
distinct Islamist tones and was often interacting with the
Muslim Brotherhood, whose leadership at this time came
from wealthy, land owning families. This burgeoning middle
class provided fertile ground for the growth of Islamic social
movements in Egypt.

Another root for Egyptian Islamism at the time was
what Beinin termed the lumpen-intelligentsia. This social
segment was composed of the Islamic radicals of the 1970’s
who were mostly graduates and students of engineering,
medicine and pharmacy. Fewer and fewer of these
graduates were able to take public sector jobs due to
rampant pay cuts. There were also fewer jobs in the Arabian
Gulf due to the oil bust. These developments led this
marginalized intelligentsia to despair and ultimately pushed

them into the arms of Islamist social movements.

Beinin offered up the working class as the final
segment of Egyptian society that helped facilitate the rise of
Islamism in the nation. He began by showing how an alliance
between the Muslim Brotherhood and the Labor Party led to
a surprisingly strong showing in the 1987 parliamentary
elections. This success was especially encouraging for the
Islamists. One result of this alliance was the Islamists’
support of working class rights. In turn, the working class
supported the Islamists. The resulting mutually beneficial
relationship bolstered the Egyptian working class and greatly
increased the role of Islamism in Egypt.

Finally, Professor Beinin's set of four interlocking
global developments, illustrated how the stage was set for
the regional rise of Islamism. He moved on to elucidate this
point with nuanced examples from one of the most
representative of Arab nations, Egypt. While Beinin’s lecture
was detail laden, he kept his audience engaged by first
painting global and regional developments with broad
strokes; he then returned to add detail with examples. Dr.
Beinin’s intimate knowledge of social movement theory,
political economy and the Arab world as a whole was a
crowd pleaser and has the CAMES community eagerly
awaiting his return.

CAMES Faculty - Affiliate Workshop

Currently CAMES is hosting some 35 academic affiliates from a number of countries, including Germany, ltaly, Greece and
Pakistan. Most of these affiliates are on sabbatical from universities abroad or are pursuing doctoral research. In order to
better integrate these affiliates with AUB faculty, CAMES has established a workshop series in which participants present
research papers for feedback and discussion. A list of research papers and their date of presentation follows.

Max Weiss, CAMES/Stanford University

“(Re-)Defining the Lebanese Shi‘a: The ‘Ashura’ Debates, Publicity, and Cultural Intimacy, 1924-1936.”

Wednesday, March 15, 2006

Dr. Richard Saumarez Smith, Social and Behavioral Sciences/Civilization Sequence Program, AUB

“Hawwara.” Wednesday, March 29, 2006

Maria Koinova, Political Science and Public Administration, AUB
“Diasporas and Secessionist Conflict: Causal Mechanisms and the Cases of the Albanian, Armenian, and Chechen

Diasporas.” Wednesday, April 12, 2006

Opening remarks: Maria Koinova, Political Science and Public Administration, AUB
Discussion: Working Paper by John Mearsheimer (University of Chicago) and Stephen Walt (Harvard University), “The

Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy.”
Wednesday, April 28, 2006

Andrea Stanton, CAMES/Columbia University

“Building a Better Housetrap? The Palestine Broadcasting Service’'s 1940-1941 ‘New Arab House’ Serial in Context.”

Wednesday, May 17, 2006

Efsevia Lasithiotaki, CAMES/University of Exeter

“The Popular Painter of Greece, Theofilo Hatjimihail Kefala (1871-1934): A Painter of the Mediterranean.”

Monday, May 22, 2006

Boris James, Institut Frangais du Proche Orient, Damascus/University of Paris X
“Uses and Values of the Term ‘Kurd’ (Kurd, pl. Akrad) in the Arabic Medieval Literary Sources.”

Monday, June 5, 2006



Research Affiliate Profile: Professor Ellen Fleischmann
Oral History Beyond Stereotypes

tarting with a genuine interest in the role of Palestinian |
women during the first Palestinian Intifada, Dr. Ellen |
Fleischmann developed a curiosity about the position of
| to act,” she states with a smile.

women in the region, which grew into a research project on
the relation between education and identity.

Dr. Fleischmann finished her PhD at Georgetown

active female involvement before the revolutionary
movement in the seventies and the eighties. “Women were
underestimated by soldiers and this made it easier for them

Dr. Fleischmann is now in the process of building on
her earlier research on women in the Arab region. While

University in  1996. Her
dissertation was published in
2003 by University California

Press as The Nation and its
New Women: the Palestinian
Women's Movement, 1920-

1948. She spent two years doing
research in the 1990s in
Jerusalem, Jordan, the UK, the
West Bank, and Ramallah,
where she had been a history
and social studies teacher
(grades 7-12), at the Friends
Girls School, in 1986-1988. “The
experience of the first Intifada
and teaching wonderful
Palestinian students still
influences my work till today,”

interviewing women in her first
project, she noticed that many
spoke about education, a
recurrent theme that triggered
her interest in the field. She
began to realize that education
could be a transforming
experience that helps in
constructing  identity.  This
hypothesis was the basis for her
current research on missionary
schools in the region, how these
schools shaped people culturally

and how this culture was
mingled with their identity. “I am
trying to understand the
interaction between

missionaries and women, and

she stated. She described those
days as “vibrant and exciting
times”.

Consequently, she developed an interest in
Palestinian history and politics, and was very much
impressed with her students, who motivated her to focus her
research on women. Initially, she was interested in human
rights issues, non-governmental organizations and civil
society. During the Intifada, she was part of the foreign
community in Ramallah, many of whom spent the first seven
months visiting hospitals and families in Gaza and the West
Bank trying to document the “events” and their
consequences on the Palestinians’ lives, who had great
hopes at that time. “It was a wonderful time and it influenced
me intellectually and politically,” she says. According to Dr.
Fleischmann, the Intifada made people realize the
distinguished role of women. They interviewed many
Palestinian women and noticed that there was a history of

Professor Ellen Fleischmann

sometimes the truth can only be
read between the lines,” Dr.
Fleischmann said.

The project has developed in many directions and
is trying to ascertain the point of view of the missionaries as
well as the women who attended the schools. Therefore, Dr.
Fleischmann is trying to understand and grasp the
interaction through focusing as well on the missionaries’ side
and how they saw themselves as being part of that culture,
or “cultural imperialism”.

Dr. Fleischmann concluded by expressing her
gratitude for being able to come to Beirut as an affiliate
professor at CAMES (September 2005 — March 2006). “I got
to appreciate Lebanon and broaden my horizons,” she said.
She is now in Norway and will ultimately return to Dayton,
Ohio, where she teaches history at the University of
Dayton.

CAMES Welcomes New Research Assistant

Maya Obeid is our new research assistant at CAMES. Since she started working at CAMES in April, she has been part
of an oral history project and is currently responsible for transcribing old interviews with Lebanese and other Arab
politicians. Eventually, these transcripts will be published online for the future use of students and faculty at AUB. Maya
is also a coordinator and administrator for the AUB Summer Arabic Program. She is no stranger to campus, as she did
both her bachelors in environmental health and her masters in population health at AUB. At some point, she hopes to do
her PhD on the social demography of the Middle East or Lebanon and she believes her work at CAMES has increased

her understanding of the region.
community wishes Maya a warm welcome.

In her free time, Maya loves playing the piano and horseback-riding. The CAMES




Ahdaf Soueif Dissects the Arab in the
Literature of the New Empire

rofessor Tarif Khalidi introduced
the renowned Egyptian author,
Ahdaf Soueif, with the quip,
“Orientalism, like cholesterol, comes in
two varieties, good and bad. Ahdaf
represents the good variety.” Soueif's

Richard Zimmler's The Search for
Sana: the Life and Death of a
Palestinian, and Robert Stone’s
Damascus Gate. Soueif began with
Lunch in Bethlehem. She asserted
that no context was provided for the

lecture mirrored this introductory
remark by seeking to address both
good and bad representations of the
Arab in contemporary literature.
Soueif is not a newcomer to
literature in the Middle East. She is a
prolific writer and is best known for
her two works, In the Eye of the Sun
and The Map of Love. Soueif's 2005
translation from Arabic to English of
Mourid Barghouti's | Saw Ramallah
is in its fourth printing by Random
House and Edward Said once
described the author as “one of the
most extraordinary chroniclers of
sexual politics now writing.”

With her spectacles
balanced on the end of her nose,
Soueif began her remarks by
contrasting Cairo and Beirut. Cairo
was painted as the older sister, more
serious, even austere. On the other
hand, Beirut was called flashy, and
not afraid to be a little bit frivolous.
Speaking of Lebanon she said,
“When we had censorship, you had
freedom...you broke our hearts with

| undesirables.” Moving on, Robert
. Stone’s Damascus Gate is built
| around unindividuated Arab
| characters, said Soueif. She added
~ that the “context implies
- backwardness” and is “esthetically
— unpleasing.”

The author asked why

these writers thought they could offer
such descriptions. She suggested,
that their popularity merited sincere
investigation. Thankfully, Soueif was
able to point to newer publications,
which are “ringing true” in the way
they portray Arab characters. One
example is Nadine Gordimer’s The
Pickup, which describes the journey
of a South African girl who falls in
love with an immigrant from an Arab
country, sex being the medium that
allows them to transcend the cultural
barriers that divide them. Kim
Jensen’s The Woman | Left Behind
tells the story of a young man talking
back to Ted Koppel and Dan Rather
as he watches them on his television
every night. She added that
organizations such as the Radius of
Arab American Writers Inc. (RAAWI)
are working to shed light on valuable
contributions in English to the canon
of discourse on Arabs.

Still, inaccurate

the civil war and Sabra and Chatila,
and helped us to lift our heads with
the liberation of south Lebanon.”
Soueif began the lecture by
outlining three necessities for a
complete literary character. First, a
character must be individuated so that
readers can identify with it. Next, the
character must operate in some sort of
context. Finally,
the character

must  have Orientalism,
agency, or the
power to act

conscientiously.  Soueif
used these tools to unpack three
contemporary pieces of literature and
their portrayal of the Arab.

The afternoon’s discussion
referred to works such as Andy de la
Tour’'s play Lunch in Bethlehem,

Therenowned  Ahdaf Souef

shallow portrayal of Arab characters,
namely; a suicide bomber who acts for
no discernible reason apart from a
vague familial complaint and a bar
worker who barks repeatedly,
“slaughter the Jew, slaughter the Jew.”
The Palestinian character, Hanadi,

like cholesterol,

varieties, good and bad. Ahdaf represents the

good variety.”

bent over her broom, only utters
“assalamu ‘alekum.” Soueif wondered
aloud if “there are novels written by
Arabs, who turn the foreigners into

comes

descriptions of Arab characters
dominate Western culture. Indeed,
there is little hope that Western writers
will cease to produce these limpid and
two-dimensional characters until they
are able to shed their own stereotypes
of the Arab. Consider Lord Cromer’s
description of the Arab from Edward
Said’s landmark book Orientalism,
“Inveterate liars,
lethargic and
suspicious, and in
everything
oppose the
clarity, directness
and nobility in the Anglo-Saxon race.”
Depictions of Arabs in Western

in two

| literature are so skewed, Soueif said,
| that she wonders “how much we
| should even try to represent ourselves
| to the West.” @



CAMES Graduates - What Are They Doing Now?

he American University of Beirut has been host to

students coming to work on Middle Eastern studies for
many years, and CAMES is actually the latest incarnation of
a program that has borne many different names.

The current Center for Arab and Middle Eastern
Studies has been so named only since 1980. When the
program first started in 1951, it was called the Arab Studies
Program. It subsequently changed names three times,
becoming the Department of Middle East Studies, the Middle
East Area Program and the Graduate Center for Middle
Eastern Studies before arriving at its current name. Under all
these guises there have been a total of 135 graduates, most
of those in the golden days before the war. Yet, there has
been a flood of new interest in the last few years as well.

During much of the civil war the CAMES program
operated on a limited basis or was inactive. CAMES
Graduate Assistants have recently been gathering and
collating scattered information on alumni from the program,
their theses and current whereabouts.

CAMES graduates work in a variety of professions:
journalism, academia, relief and development, consulting,
diplomacy, translation and business. A glimpse of this variety
can be seen in what some graduates do: Evelyn Early
(graduated 1971) is a published anthropologist, currently
working as Public Affairs Officer for the US Embassy in
Rabat, Morocco. A recent graduate (2005), Casey Noga,
works as a Research Analyst at the Brookings Institution in
Washington DC. Dickenson Miller (graduated 1981) works
as a Senior Financial Advisor with American Express.

Some graduates have found that their studies at
CAMES have made a good springboard for further graduate
studies. For example, Kathryn Kraf t (graduated 2004) is
currently working on a PhD in Sociology at the University of
Bristol, while Vivian Hermiz (2002) is working on a law
degree at the Case School of Law in Cleveland.

CAMES grads are happy with the preparation their
degree gave them for their careers. Janice Terry
(graduated 1966), who is Emeritus Professor of History at
Eastern Michigan University, writes: “AUB started everything
for my career. Not only were the classes challenging and
interesting, but the professors were splendid. They mentored
me and were incredibly giving of their time and knowledge.
They also recommended me for the PhD program at SOAS,
Univ. of London and many remained friends for years to
come. | also met a wide variety of people from the Arab
world, and elsewhere. Many remain friends and contacts for
information and news to the present day. This sort of
experience cannot be replicated anywhere else.”

Ottley Sims studied at AUB in the early 1970s, and
spent many years with her husband in different Middle
Eastern countries. She is currently the Executive Director of
the Harris County Hospital District Foundation. She feels
“very proud of the Masters degree | received from AUB. It
served me well during the years my husband and | were
located in various Middle Eastern countries prior to his
retirement.”

The cultural exposure students gain from living and
studying in Beirut often leads them to apply what they have
learned in unexpected places. Paul Wineman (graduated
1967) runs a business that specializes in training sales
people in negotiation strategies, especially in cross-cultural
settings. His website notes: “We use only experienced
contract negotiators and trainers that have lived and worked
outside of the United States. This is important because we
avoid the “take it or leave it” mentality that is typical in the
United States.”

Arthur Houghton (graduated 1966) also feels that
the cultural understanding he gained from his studies in
Beirut were invaluable. “The year of study and living in
Lebanon and traveling through the Middle East added
significantly to my sense of language, culture and
geography, and my ability to accept normally the vicissitudes
of the area.” After leaving AUB, Houghton put what he
learned to use in his work for the US State Department and
in different government and non-government positions, for
the most part in Washington DC.

CAMES graduates are scattered far a field.
Andrew V incent (graduated 1981) is in Australia, currently
working as Director of Centre for Middle East and North
African Studies, Macquarie University. A more recent
graduate (2001), Esref Kenan Rasidagic , is in Sarajevo,
where he is Professor in the Department of Political Science
at the University of Sarajevo. Mirjam Soerli (2000) worked
at the International Peace Research Institute in Oslo,
Norway. And of course many are still in Lebanon or are in
the United States.

Those who studied in Beirut before the war have
many positive memories of their AUB experience. Ottley
Sims describes how she and her husband “lived in a
penthouse overlooking the Corniche and the blue
Mediterranean. We spent many happy hours sitting among
the bougainvillea trailing on the balcony walls, enjoying the
perfect weather, entertaining friends, etc. During the winter,
we drove weekly to be on the ski slopes when the lifts
opened, skied all day, returned to Beirut and swam in the
Mediterranean in the late afternoon. Life was truly
wonderful.” Janice Terry enjoyed the atmosphere around
campus, mentioning “great memories of going to Faisal’s for
good food and even better gossip about politics and the
“movers and shakers” around Beirut and elsewhere. We
graduate students often gathered at the old milk bar and
around our desks on the top floor of the library where we
spent many hours. | also loved being able to go around the
stacks in the library and find old books and other treasures
for research and reading.”

These CAMES graduates also recall the positive
relationships they cultivated. “It was an incredible experience
— seeing the real Arab life from the inside,” notes Sims
enthusiastically. She underlines “the camaraderie and
personal friendships we developed with the foreign and local
community.” Arthur Houghton comments that “Many of the
friends | made at AUB and in Beirut | retain today.”



CAMES Affiliate Research Abstracts

Roughly 35 academic affiliates are associated with CAMES this year. In an attempt to raise awareness about the research
affiliates, the CAMES Review presents project abstracts of two affiliates. For more information on our affiliates’ research

activities, please see the related story on page two.

Andrea Stanton, CAMES/Columbia University

"Building a Better Housetrap? The Palestine Broadcasting Service's 1940-1941 'New Arab House' Serial in Context."

This dissertation, “A little radio is a dangerous thing: state
broadcasting in Mandate Palestine,” focuses on the role
played by the Palestine Broadcasting Service (1936-1949) in
promoting the development of an “urban modern” culture for
its Arab Palestinian listeners. In doing so it also critiques the
lack of scholarly attention given to radio stations of this era by
pointing to the significant community influence that they in
fact enjoyed. With the exception of the Egyptian State
Broadcasting Service, scholars have dismissed the stations
of the mandate-era Levant (Radio Damascus, Beirut's Radio
Orient, and the Palestine Broadcasting Service) as vehicles
for government propaganda, and unsuccessful ones at that.
They have assumed that the high cost of radio receivers
combined with the stations’ ‘taintedness’ as colonial
mouthpieces kept all but a few people from tuning in.

However, period documents, personal memoirs, and
contemporary newspapers suggest that people *were*
listening — that the Palestine and other stations had become
an integral part of Levantine life, particularly in urban spaces.
Although mandate governments exercised tight control over
news broadcasts, Arabic section staff developed the musical,

Efsevia Lasithiotaki, CAMES/University of Exeter

theatrical, ethical, children’s, and women’s programs that
comprised 70-80% of station programming with little
governmental oversight. These programs reflected and
reinforced post-World War | cultural developments: changes
in musical styles, emergent theatrical forms, new
pedagogies, and contemporary debates on “the new Arab
woman”. When they tuned in, listeners heard the sounds of
an urban modernity that featured locally prominent lecturers,
regionally famous firgas, new takes on familiar tagasims, and
women from elite families discussing everything from the life
of the Prophet to the latest household management
techniques.

This last topic was the concern of the “New Arab
House” serial, which ran on the Palestine station in 1940-
1941. The broadcaster was a Beirut native and AUB graduate
named Salwa Sa'id. Her talks proved so popular that in
subsequent months full transcripts were printed on the front
pages of Filastin — the only station broadcasts ever printed in
this manner. An analysis of the impact of Sa'id’s serial in the
context of larger debates on women and the home forms one
chapter of this dissertation.

“The Popular Painter of Greece, Theofilo Hatjimihail Kefala (1871-1934): A Painter of the Mediterranean.”

The scope of this project is to present the popular Greek
painter, Theofilo Hatjimihail Kefala (1871-1934). It is divided
into three parts. The first part constitutes a brief biography of
the painter, the second part looks at the subjects that he
painted and the last part analyzes his technique and its
position within international art history.

The first part is extensive as | intend to shed some
light on the grey areas of the painter’s life. Theofilos lived in
the margins of his community all his life, so the information
we have about him is limited. Therefore, even basic elements
of his life are under dispute. | have included accounts from
relatives, friends and people that have occasionally met him
or seen him painting, in an attempt to reconstruct his life. The
archives of the Prefectures where the painter lived, as well as
the Ecclesiastical archives, upset the picture of a poor,
hungry artisan, to reveal a conscious painter from a wealthy
background.

In the second part | am concerned with the themes
he painted. | investigate some of the reasons behind his

choice to paint the glories of Ancient Greece, simple
peasants, landscapes of the Mediterranean and the heroes of
the Greek revolt of 1821. The main idea is that Theofilos was
a great patriot and his painting an expression of the soul of
the Greek nation. | view Theofilos’ work as encompassing
much more than that. Theofilos paints with his brushes in
bright colors the unity of the Mediterranean. He is
reconstructing before our eyes the reality of the difficult years

of the 19t century, not only for Greece, but also for the entire
Mediterranean.

In the third part | look at artistic styles contemporary
to him —like Byzantine and decorative art- that could have
affected his techniques. Then | go on to investigate how the
painter has answered theoretical questions on the art of the
time of his European counterparts, being free from academic
training in painting. It is interesting, for example, to discover
traces of expressionism or impressionism in his work.
Looking at the whole corpus of his work, we can say that
Theofilos painted what he lived and loved.



Brown Bag Lunch Series Remains a Favorite

n Thursday, March 9 CAMES hosted its first Brown Bag

Lunch Lecture of the semester with Dr. Timur Goksel of
the Political Science and Public Administration Department.
Dr. Goksel gave a short talk on current events in Lebanon
and in the Middle East followed by a discussion. Among the
topics were the Lebanese reconciliation talks, the
deteriorating situation in Iraq, and the victory of the Hamas
party in the Palestinian elections. In the lively discussion that
followed, CAMES students tapped into Dr. Goksel's
reservoirs of knowledge of all things political, religious, and
social in the Middle East. Dr. Goksel is always a popular
participant in the lecture series because of his long
experience in the region with the UN, his frank and unbiased
opinions, and his friendly demeanor. Dr. Goksel is a widely
respected and influential professor and he enjoys a large
following at CAMES.

April's first Brown Bag lecturer was Dr. Cyrus
Schayegh , who spoke on the Israeli elections. Dr. Shayegh's
lecture immediately followed the election. He gave a
summary of the relevant parties, the political history
preceding the elections and a summary of all concerned
politicians’ resumes. Afterward, he discussed the importance
of the events and their surprisingly scant media coverage in
Lebanon. Dr. Schayegh, a Swiss national of Iranian descent,
received his Ph.D. from the department of Middle Eastern
and Asian Languages and Cultures at Columbia University in
2004. He has written several articles and book reviews
published in journals such as Journal for Critical Studies in
the Middle East and Iranian Studies. He currently holds a
teaching position as Assistant Professor in the History
Department.

March’'s Brown Bag Lecture Series ended with a
double lecture from Caritas, the international migrants’
organization on Thursday, March 30 and Friday, March 31 in
West Hall. Caritas Lebanon, located in Sin el Fil, works with
the plethora of international migrants and refugees in
Lebanon, mostly here working on a contractual basis or
seeking asylum from war-torn Iraq and Sudan. Both lectures
dealt with female domestic servants. These mostly Sri
Lankan, Ethiopian and Filipina women workers face a
multitude of problems in Lebanon, where their contractual
work has been likened to indentured servitude and “contract
slavery.” They are offered little protection from abuse and
exploitation by the Lebanese government, international labor
conventions, or their respective governments and
embassies. Caritas lobbies to modify or to implement
relevant laws and campaigns for awareness. Caritas also
provides legal assistance, social assistance and counseling,
safe shelter to trafficked and abused migrant workers,
orientation seminars on rights and responsibilities of workers,
and assistance for foreigners detained at the Retention
Center and other prisons.

At the first lecture on Thursday, the two
representatives from the organization screened the short

documentary movie, “Maid in Lebanon.” The film followed the
trials and tribulations of several Sri Lankan and Filipina
domestic workers in Lebanon, from the signing of a binding
work contract in their home country, through their abusive
relationships with their Lebanese bosses and their
subsequent attempts to breach their work contracts and
return home. The documentary was aimed at building
awareness of the issue of maid abuse, the few options they
have in escaping their work contracts, and the legal recourse
they may attain through Caritas and other organizations.
While Mme Rania of Caritas was quick to stress that most
work contracts are legal and that not all female domestic
servants in Lebanon are abused, she cited that, “all of the
nearly 100,000 documented and non-documented foreign
domestic workers in Lebanon face a nearly 90% chance of
being locked in their houses without ability to go outside and
of having their passports and documentation confiscated by
their employers; and a 40% chance of being physically
abused and forced to work without compensation.”

Friday’s lecture revolved around the legal issues
facing domestic workers and was hosted by one of Caritas’
three lawyers working on behalf of nearly 800 servants by
bringing cases against former employers or contract
agencies. Luckily, Caritas’s legal team had just come from
three court victories where abusive bosses were forced to
pay compensation to their former Sri Lankan maids for
physical abuse and withholding of wages. The lawyer
emphasized the importance of these successes but pointed
to the distressing number of pending cases and the grim
chances for most of them.

The two lectures were attended by students and
professors from across AUB and have prompted the
possibility of an encore screening of “Maid in Lebanon,” to be
sponsored by CAMES in coordination with AUB’s Women'’s
Rights Club. If you suspect a case of abuse of domestic
servants, please contact Caritas at carimigr@inco.com.lb or
call 961 1 50 25 50.

On April 27 CAMES hosted Dr. Richard Saumarez
Smith of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Department for
a Brown Bag lunch lecture. Though the lecture was titled
“Land Records of the End of Nineteenth/Early Twentieth
Century Jordan,” the talk mostly concentrated on Dr. Smith’s
experiences in India and in various Middle Eastern countries
as a historian. Dr. Smith specified the differences in archival
records of the English and Ottoman empires and the
problems facing researchers in “distinctions between rule by
report and rule by record.”

Dr. Smith’s work was arduous as he sifted through
roomfuls of land and property records that were disorganized
and incomplete in order to produce detailed maps and
lineages for a project which he describes as, “historical and
anthropological, yet neither at the same time.” Summing up
the fruits of his research in the Middle East, he said, “I've tried
to give history to a people who had been written out of it.” &



This section contains reviews by CAMES students of books that are likely to be of interest to
students of Middle Eastern Studies. These may include academic, literary, and journalistic works,
and will not be limited to newly published texts, but may include classic texts and older works that

may be less known.

Teta, Mother, and Me

Jean Said Makdisi. London: Saqi Books, 2005. 424 pages.

Reviewed by Zahra Hankir

Chronicling the lives of three Palestinian women - her
grandmother, her mother, and herself - Jean Said Makdisi
delves into the personal details of political exile and
intellectual growth in her memoir, Teta, Mother, and Me.

Sister of the late Edward Said and author of Beirut
Fragments, Makdisi strives to portray the struggle of
womanhood, contrasting the effective management of the
household as a wife and mother against the desire to fulfill
one’s professional ambitions. Makdisi’'s account of three
generations of women becomes intertwined with the major
developments of the Middle East in the early nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, such as the infiltration of missionaries
into Lebanon and Syria, the Israeli occupation of Palestine,
the Suez crisis, and the Lebanese civil war. Her research into
her family’s past generations brings forth intricate details
about the rise of educational institutions in the region,
particularly the schools and universities of Beirut, as well as
the lineage, prosperity and prominence of both her and her
husband'’s families.

Although the writing is descriptive, Makdisi rarely
touches upon her personal development, unless it involves
larger ideological standpoints regarding traditionalism and

Rule of Expert s: Egypt, T echno-Politics, Modernity
Timothy Mitchell. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2002. 303 pages.

Reviewed by Ha Yeon Lee

Rule of Experts: Egypt, Techno-Politics, Modernity is a
compelling series of essays that puts the foundations of
social sciences and knowledge into question, using the
specific case of Egypt. The author, Timothy Mitchell, is
professor of politics at New York University and researches
on a range of topics, including the political economy of the
Middle East (especially Egypt), the politics of expertise,
political ecology, colonialism and modernity, as well as visual
culture and the built environment. Taking on these various,
yet interrelated issues in contemporary Egypt, Mitchell's
critical analyses and persuasive arguments in Rule of
Experts, flavored with his sardonic humor, stimulate new
thinking in the social sciences in general and Middle Eastern
studies in particular.

A common thread running through Rule of Experts is
the questioning of the role of expertise in transforming Egypt
in the midst of globalization, market capitalism and modernity.
Our understanding of the world today is based on the
binarism of the material world versus its representations,
human agency versus nature and object versus idea. This
claimed duality of the world has been essential in establishing
the authority of modern notions such as “economics,” “the
nation” and “the rule of law,” by rendering them abstract and

modernity. As a result of Makdisi's
experience living in Cairo, Beirut, Syria,
and the US, this ideological growth
developed in conjunction with her
academic progress, perhaps at the
expense of a politically active life.

Notwithstanding the lingering
sense of detachment the reader inevitably feels throughout
the book, possibly due to the research necessary to chronicle
the distant pasts of her mother and grandmother, Makdisi
only subtly flirts with the more intimate details of her private
life. The bulk of the book sheds light on the quintessential
Arab woman caught between the social expectations of the
forces of modernity and traditionalism. The memoir
regrettably lacks a degree of personal earnestness, which the
reader initially expects. Regardless of this, Makdisi's work is
illuminating and provides a detailed analysis of the social
forces that shaped three generations of Palestinian mothers
and wives.

thus, absolute. As a consequence, new
professions and expertise have
developed and the task of solving social
problems is increasingly handed over to
technical experts, in spite of the fact that
politics is often at the root of these
problems. Mitchell, as a critical theorist,
deconstructs the aforementioned
notions, showing how the development and consolidation of
these abstract notions in modern Egypt necessarily involved
arbitrariness, material circumstances, power and violence at
the local level, albeit hidden and forgotten. Within this
framework, the author discusses a variety of topics, including
the malaria epidemic in rural Egypt and how it affected
national politics, the first cadastral map of Egypt drawn by the
British, the advent of the law of property and Egypt’'s national
and foreign economic policies.

One powerful aspect of this book is that it is not only
based on Mitchell's extensive field work but also his
experience, which allows him to grasp and interpret the
“unsaid” in light of the high-context culture and local power
relations. For instance, Mitchell rejects the behavioral
approach of Mayfield, another scholar on rural Egypt.




Mayfield concludes that the “patterns of docility and
dissimulation, of distrust and disrespect for authority, of
conservatism and suspicion” among the Egyptian rural
population during the time of Nasser is due to “psychological
defects” and “abnormal personalities.” Mitchell sees this as
too positivistic and de-contextualized. Instead, Mitchell
argues that the disputes over the control of land between the
powerful landowners and powerless farmers, as well as
muted but extreme violence, resulted in a “culture of fear,” of
which the observed behavior and attitudes of the rural
Egyptians were symptoms, rather than intrinsic traits.
Furthermore, the discussion of rural politics during that period
and how it influenced the actions of the state reveals the
complexity of central power, which is not merely a source of
change that extends to the periphery, but an entity that is
constructed locally.

Muslims and Christians Face to Face

Kate Zebiri. Oxford: Oneworld, 1997. 258 pages.
Reviewed by Lawrence Ciccarelli

In this volume Kate Zebiri (a lecturer at the School
of Oriental and African Studies London) surveys the
contemporary writings of Muslims and Christians dialoguing
with and evaluating each others’ faiths. Unfortunately (and
perhaps inevitably) much of the interaction of Muslims and
Christians with one another on the level of “religion” has been
charged with stereotypes, suspicion, and a zero-sum
mentality. Zebiri’s style gives one hope that it doesn’t have
to be that way.

Zebiri has chosen to investigate Muslim-Christian
perceptions of the other on two levels, the popular and the
scholarly, devoting a chapter to each of the four resulting
positions. She does so through an analysis of a selection of
books published or otherwise available after World War Il in
the West in European languages. She also devotes an
introductory chapter to factors that influence these
perceptions, such as the past history of Christian-Muslim
interaction, the heritage of imperialism and missions, and the
more recent experience of dialogue.

In reading through this “bird’s-eye view” of Christian
and Muslim perceptions of one another, there are certain
shortcomings in honestly evaluating the other that continually
pop up, on both the Muslim and the Christian side. One
tendency, bemoaned by some of the authors being surveyed,
is for Christians or Muslims to measure their own party
according to their highest ideals, and the other by the worst
excesses of practice. Such an approach obviously stacks the
cards in favor of one’s own religion in any “analysis.” Another
equally flawed practice is for one to evaluate and criticize the
other religion according to the categories of one’s own
religion. For example, some Muslims find fault with
Christianity for lacking a divine law or a single canonical
mode of worship. On the other hand, there are Christian
writers who find inadequacies in the Qur’an, but as Zebiri
notes, they do so based upon the “imposition of Christian
criteria for scriptural authenticity.”

Another error repeated by many authors is the
reinterpreting of the other’s Book from the starting point of

For readers, especially for expatriates and visitors
who have experienced Egypt first hand, Rule of Experts will
bring on new political connotations and questions to things
that might have simply been overlooked or taken for granted.
The sumptuous Nile cruise ships from Cairo to Aswan and its
controversial dams, the typical tour route in Luxor, red meat
from Seoudi supermarket in Ma‘'adi (the rich, mostly
expatriate, southern suburb of Cairo), the rapid and ongoing
construction of luxury buildings on the outskirts of Cairo, and
Egyptian cotton pajamas— just to name a few items— will
hold hidden stories that are key to the understanding of
modern Egypt. This book will also be of interest to first world
developers and third world nation-builders alike, since it
contains serious critiques that are relevant not only to Egypt
but to many third world countries.

one’s own cultural context, rather than
trying to understand the Book from the
standpoint of the religion concerned.
While many scholars in the field of
hermeneutics now feel that it is
impossible for a person to evaluate a
message except on the basis of his or her own context and
previous knowledge, one can nonetheless develop a more
accurate understanding by seeking to understand the new
context and its assumptions, in an attempt to broaden the
tools available for sound interpretation.

In many of these writings, especially the more
strident ones, the accusations leveled against one’s own
religion eventually are recycled to be turned back against the
opponent. The particularly favorite fields for accusation have
to do with warmongering, irrationality, and oppression of
women. It is also noteworthy that many of the critiques or
attacks found in these contemporary works are substantially
the same as those leveled hundreds of years ago, or even in
the Middle Ages. For example, today there is a growing
tendency in America in certain quarters to claim that Allah is
a false god; this same position was prevalent among
missionaries to Islam in the nineteenth century.

Zebiri states that in some ways comparing
Christianity and Islam is like comparing apples and oranges.
Part of the problem is that many of the writers she studies
create an abstract model of what “religion” should look like
(for the most part unconsciously based on the assumptions
of their own religious system) and then they proceed to show
that the other’s religion falls short of this definition. Muslims
and Christians often “talk past each other.” Part of the reason
for this absence of true mutual understanding is that they
focus on the level of specific doctrines or practices, while
what truly makes these religions distinct are the very different
assumptions in each system. As Zebiri puts it, “Rather than
giving different answers to the same questions, the religions
may more accurately be viewed as asking different
questions.”




But how do we arrive at peaceful coexistence?
Often it is assumed that the missing element between
Muslims and Christians that leads to conflict is adequate
knowledge of the other. Once this knowledge is obtained,
somehow they “will automatically enjoy more cordial
relations.” However, Zebiri notes that it is equally likely that
when one side learns more about the other, they will be
“repelled and even offended” by what they see. Better
knowledge of the other, while important, is clearly in itself
inadequate. Throughout this book Zebiri underlines the key
role of empathy as foundational in legitimately studying and
interacting with the other. The pressing importance of
empathy, and of taking into account attitudes and emotions in
Muslim-Christian encounters, has been dramatically
underlined by the recent events of the Danish cartoon
controversy.

Looking at this from the other side of the coin,
negative stereotyping and distortions actually fulfill needs on
the part of those making them. These stereotypes help
groups define identity (with the other being portrayed as evil,
in distinction to the virtuous self) and create boundary
markers. Often the internal logic of one’s religious system
leads to such distortions, as in the case of extreme

Bidoun: Arts and Culture from the Middle East

New York: Bidoun, 2006. Quarterly Magazine
Reviewed by Hanin Ghaddar

In today’s Middle East, artists and contemporary art
movements seem to be fragmented and isolated from one
another and art admirers are always struggling to find a
common space for dialogue away from taboos and labels.
Bidoun, a magazine about modern Arab and Persian art and
culture, was created to help fill this void. Bidoun is published
in New York and is primarily meant to promote contemporary
culture from the Middle East. As stated in one of its editorials,
the word Bidoun means “without” in both Arabic and Persian.
“In our contemporary context, it connotes the statelessness in
which many of us find ourselves — sometimes voluntarily,
sometimes not,” the editorial suggests.

Bidoun opens new aspects of Middle Eastern
culture, which are virtually absent in the mainstream media.
The views offered by its artists and writers often go beyond
the exotic stereotypes about the region. The magazine
proposes to its audience an alternative platform for inter-
regional dialogue, where questions can be raised without
rigid restrictions or fear of taboos. Of course, being published
in New York gives it a free hand, whereas publications
produced in the region are usually threatened by social and
political censorship and others prefer to self-censor to avoid
confrontations.

Bidoun is always striving to address many of the
misconceptions about the region through its innovative angle
on the Middle East. Its strength lies in its unyielding invitation
to its readers to participate in the on-going dialogue that
attempts to break the mainstream views of the region, with all
its redundant discussion of Islam, the veil, terrorism and
fundamentalism, among others. The magazine's staff is
composed of artists and writers who are always striving to
reveal the Middle East as a diverse and complicated place

apocalyptic Christian positions, which need to explain Islam
and often do so as a bogeyman or enemy. Zebiri points out
that much of Muslim popular literature about Christianity is
intended for internal consumption, no doubt to reinforce the
boundaries of a community that feels itself threatened by the
other. This is likely to explain some of the flood of literature in
the West about Islam since September 2001, much of it
negative and almost all intended for internal consumption, no
doubt to reinforce and defend the self against the threatening
other. The attitude here may be the same as that verbalized
by Barry Goldwater, the Republican candidate for the US
presidency in 1964, who famously said “extremism in the
defense of liberty is no vice”. There are clearly many ready
to defend their own religion by attacking the threatening other
with whatever weapons lie at hand.

For a reader wanting to understand the broad
outlines of contemporary Muslim-Christian interaction, this
book is a valuable guide. For those wanting to raise the level
of the discussion, it gives some hints at a way forward. Zebiri
cites Ida Glaser to this end: “the two religions are different,
and disagreement is inevitable. But let it be a disagreement
based on understanding and respect, and not on
ignorance.” &

where contradictions can co-exist.

The current issue of
Bidoun is dedicated to tourism. “In
this issue of Bidoun, we take
shifting notions of tourism, the
tourist, and travel in general as
starting points for a larger
discussion about the intersection of experience,
representation, desire, and voyeurism,” writes Editor-in-chief
Lisa Farjam. “In the end, our relationships to tourism define
not only our sense of self, but also how we conceive of
leisure, representation, and privilege,” she added. The issue
explores topics related to tourism associated with the Middle
East. It also covers airports and hotels in the region,
discusses kidnapping as a journey, pilgrims as tourists and it
deals with stereotypes and labels while confronting the
“other.” Furthermore, interesting photographs of tourists and
other items linked to tourism can be found throughout the
issue.

As the editorial from the current issue states,
“Bidoun is not limited by political boundaries drawn onto
maps. Its very essence is...a challenge to the myth of
singular and absolute representation. Yet we are cautious
with our role as cultural broker. While we acknowledge the
reductionist tendencies of orientalism, Bidoun also resists
obsessing over cultural difference.” The layout of the
magazine is stimulating and very inviting, a quality that adds
to the overall contemporary attitude of the magazine and its
attempts to break with the mainstream. Bidoun is a fresh
experiment, where art and culture are a way to engage the
audience (Middle Easterners and Westerners) in a novel
dialogue.
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The Limit of Hizbullah's Accommodation of Reality: Disarmament and Beyond
Hyesun Hong

This thesis contends that the disarmament of Hizbullah constitutes the limit of its accommodation of reality and, accordingly,
its future course will depend on the decision it makes at this critical juncture. Furthermore, the disarmament of Hizbullah must
be examined not only in a situational context but also against its religious and ideological background in order to grasp the
party’s underlying motives and strategy. With these points in mind, my study aims to answer the following questions.

First, how will Hizbullah deal with the international call for its disarmament and what are its options? This thesis examines
factors surrounding the matter in order to discern the degree with which the party can put up with international pressure. It
also tries to develop possible scenarios with a focus on the recent regional and international developments.

Second, what rationale would the organization use to justify disarmament if it were forced into this state? This thesis
endeavors to assess how Hizbullah has responded to major political developments, which necessitate a reformulation of its
religious ideology. It also appreciates the extent to which the party is able to preserve its religious and ideological principles
and maintain its theoretical consistency in the case of disarmament.

Third, if the party disarms in one form or another, would it be the end of its Lebanonization process? Or would it be the
beginning of the end of Hizbullah, whose military resistance to an occupation is its raison d’etre? These questions are raised
in an effort to better understand the role Hizbullah’s religious ideology would play in its future course. This thesis views religion
as the primary factor in the explanation of the future course of Hizbullah.

Death and Eternity: French Modernist s and the Orient
Mariko Shimomura

Modernism of the late 19t" and early 20t centuries was a rejection of 19th century morals and in literature. Modernists
considered themselves to be avant-garde and enjoyed experimenting with new forms, playing with chronology and searching
to disturb readers, especially with the use of the uncanny. Modernist writing is predominantly cosmopolitan and often
expresses a sense of urban cultural dislocation, along with an interest in new psychological theories.  In the movement
towards modernity, the majority of French artists and thinkers began to turn their attention to the young United States, while
a few searched for what they wanted in the East. The focus on America was an obvious choice at the time for a movement
examining industrial, scientific and artistic growth. What were those few who looked to the Orient searching for? The

Orientalists of the late 19t and early 20t centuries were indeed looking for something different from the rest of their
contemporaries. Although they adopt many of the same themes as other Modernist works (sexuality, erosion, industrialization
and violence to name a few), there is also a theme of preservation and eternity prevalent in Modernist writing on the Orient.
In this study, | intend to show that these writings are purely Orientalist, merely couched in Modernist language. Such an
exposure should indicate that Orientalist paradigms haunt even the most radical forms of Western imagination and should
make readers suspicious of even the most current depictions of the Middle East.

This study revolves around the analysis of three treatments of the Orient in French Modernist writing: Théophile Gautier’s
Roman de la Momie, André Gide’s Immoraliste, and Jean Cocteau’s Maalesh. The study provides a historical situation for the
author’s writing conditions, an exploration into themes such as death and preservation which relate not only to the Orient but
also to France, and an analysis incorporating both the history and the information drawn out of the close readings. Through
the analysis and synthesis of these studies, one comes to the understanding that the Orient is a therapeutic device for the
Modernist French author.

CAMES News

This spring semester ten CAMES students completed their Master of Arts requirements after successfully defending their
theses: Caroline Chalouhi, Paul Cochran, Theresa Giambalvo, Stephen Howard, Christoph Klarmann, Solveig Malvik, Jared
McCormick, John Nasr, Louis Parks, Mariko Shimomura, Susumu Yoshida. Congratulations to all of you!



Professor Roxanne Marootte on Islam and Human Right

sand

Dr. Eden Naby on Assyrian Cultural Survival

n Tuesday, May 30, CAMES sponsored a lecture by

Professor Roxanne Marcotte entitled, “Islam, Human
Rights, and the Theory of Abrogation.” The focal point of
Marcotte’s talk was the compatibility of human rights given by
Islamic law versus those bestowed by international law.
Marcotte suggested that most conservative Muslims believe
jurists in the medieval period outlined Islam’s version of
human rights, and this version remains sufficient. Liberal
Muslims, however, assert that this mode of Islamic law has
become outdated and is incompatible with modern
international law norms.

This incompatibility, stated Marcotte, has prompted
liberal Muslims to search for ways to reform their religious
legal structure. She went on to elucidate the reformative
process by discussing two Muslim legal theorists and their
divergent methods of reform. The first reformist Marcotte
brought to the table is the Iranian Islamic philosopher Mohsen
Kadivar. Although Kadivar is conservative in that he does not
believe in the concept of natural rights, he does promote the
use of ijtihad in order to reconcile the incompatibility of
Islamic law with international law. This somewhat liberal
stance has earned him plenty of criticism and a short jail term,
despite his status as one of the leading Islamic philosophers
in Iran.

The CAMES Review is available on-line in Portable Documen
Format (PDF). Please be sure to check the CAMES website for the

latest edition, as well as for departmental news and updates.

www .aub.edu.lb/~webcames/

RETURMDDRESS: L

Cargfr Araband
Midde Eastem
Stoks

Ada Dodge Hal
AUB

PO Box 1 10236
RedelSoh

Baitt
LEBANON

The second theorist Marcotte discussed is the
Sudanese-American lawyer Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na'im.
Unlike Kadivar, An-Na'im believes the way to modernize
Islamic law is through “reverse abrogation.” While the vast
majority of Islamic scholars feel that the later verses of the
Koran abrogate the earlier verses, An-Na’'im believes it must
also be possible for earlier verses to abrogate later ones. This
is possible, for example, if human reason supports the
abrogation.

Finally, Marcotte suggested that both theorist
believe in the “jurisprudential concept of abrogation.” Kadivar
takes the ultimately more radical approach by viewing ijtihad
as a means of abrogation. While An-Na'im finds his way to
reform via reverse abrogation.

Dr. Roxanne Marcotte has been an Assistant
Professor in Arabic and Islamic Studies at the School of
History, Philosophy, Religion and Classics at the University
of Queensland, Australia since 2002. She received her Ph.D.
in Islamic Studies and Philosophy from the Institute of Islamic
Studies, McGill University in 2000.

CAMES Review regrets that it is unable to cover Dr.
Eden Naby's lecture, whose trip to Lebanon, sponsored by
the Syriac League, was scheduled after our publication
deadline.
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