
 

More than half of students in Lebanon are enrolled in private schools, and in Beirut the number approaches 

75%. School enrollment is thus a complex and high-stakes decision for families, and in this context parents 

become consumers of an educational product. The variables that parents could consider in choosing a school 

are many, but doctoral research within the Armenian community of Beirut is finding that middle- and upper-

class parents tend to choose schools according to their perception of the relationship between their social 

identity, including their ideal linguistic profile for their child, and the school, more than by any concrete or 

objective measure. As such, schools maintain enrollment largely by curating a perception of their students as a 

certain kind of member of society, both implicitly and explicitly. Since the school choice of Armenian parents 

is directly linked to the future vitality of Western Armenian, an endangered, minority language, it has become 

imperative for Armenian schools to compete with other private schools, and this competition occurs largely on 

the level of parent perception. The present study has found that parents' notions of the ideal linguistic profile 

for their child can be broadly classified into different conceptions of the multilingual individual, and that these 

conceptions can be more or less favorable to the maintenance of a minority language. These different 

conceptions of the multilingual individual will be discussed, as well as their relationship to language learning 

motivations and language vitality, and implications for the ideological "marketing" of minority language 

schools will be highlighted. 
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