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Course Objectives

This seminar is intended to introduce students to the issues related to the study of
the interaction between language and society. Students will learn about the various
sociolinguistic approaches and the methods used for collecting representative data for the
study of language in society. Furthermore, students will learn about dialectal and stylistic
variation and how such variation affects language attitudes and social stereotypes.
Finally, students will learn about the interaction between language and social factors such
as gender, ethnicity, political orientation, and social trends. Needless to say, students are
expected to apply what they learn in the research they conduct for their presentation and
final paper.

By the end of the semester, students are expected to be able to do the following:

1. Define and provide examples of all the relevant terms, concepts, and
expressions discussed in the course.

2. Write a minimum of two article critiques and two book reviews.

3. Review all available literature on a sociolinguistic topic and present it
in the class.

4. Critique other students’ presentations and make suggestions for
improvement.

5. Identify the major traits of the various quantitative and qualitative
methods in the study of social dialects.

6. Conduct field research, analyze results, and present findings in a final

research paper.

Course Content

The course covers such topics as geographical and social dialects, ethnography of
speaking, discourse analysis, language planning, and motivation to learn language. More
specifically, the course addresses the following topics: language and gender, language in
education, conversational analysis, multilingualism and multiculturalism, code switching
and code mixing, pidgins and creoles, non-standard language varieties, variationist
sociolinguistics, language and identity, language attitudes, and language and culture



Required Textbook

The following three textbooks will serve as basic reading materials; however, the
course requires extensive readings that go beyond the scope of these three sources.

Coupland, N. & Jaworski, A. 1997. Sociolinguistics: A Reader and Coursebook.
London: Macmillan.

Downes, W. 1998. Language and Society. Cambridge University Press.

Johnstone, B. 2000. Qualitative Methods in Sociolinguistics. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Readings from various books and journal articles are also assigned for each topic
listed in the syllabus.

Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend all class sessions. Those who miss three sessions
or more, no matter what their excuses are, will be dropped automatically from the course.
Needless to say, students will be held responsible for any materials covered during their
absence from class.

Policy on Plagiarism

As students in this course are expected to conduct both library and field research,
it is imperative that they maintain the ethical standards required of researchers. It is
essential, therefore, to point out that the work done should be theirs and theirs only. They
should consult sources and references for their research projects, but they should not copy
the relevant materials. In case there are direct or indirect quotations, the references should
be listed. Students caught cheating will get a grade of zero on the assigned task and will
be referred to the Student Affairs Committee for further disciplinary action.

Evaluation of Students’ Performance

Presentations (Oral and Written) 25%
Projects (Critiques and Reviews) 25%
Active Participation 10%
Research Paper 40%



Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Weeks 4 & 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

SYLLABUS

Introduction to Sociolinguistics (Bolton, Ch.1)
Communicative language functions (Coupland &
Language variation Jaworski, Pt..1)
Language and society (Romaine, Ch. 1)

Scope of sociolinguistics

Language Varieties (Wardhaugh, Ch. 2)
Regional dialects ~ (Romaine, Ch. 3)
Social dialects (Francis)

Styles and registers
Linguistic variation and social function

Research Methods in Sociolinguistics (Coupland &
Field linguistics Jaworski, Pt. 2)
Field methods in the study of social dialects (Wolfram &
Ethnographic approaches to language study Fasold, Ch. 3)
Research ethics (Johnstone)

Language in Society  (Labov, 72)
Social dialects (Wardhaugh, Chs. 6 & 7)
Variation studies (Coupland & Jaworski, Pt. 3)
Bilingualism and Multilingualism (Wei)
Diglossia (Romaine, Chs. 5 & 6)
Stylistic variation
Pidgins and Creoles

Presentations

Language and Gender (Coates, 89 & 97)
Gender differences in language use
Mixed talk (Johnson & Meinhof)
Same-sex talk (Coupland & Jaworski, Chs. 17 & 29)
Language, gender, and power relations
Presentations

Code Switching (Auer)

Mixing and switching (Coupland & Jaworski, Ch. 28)
Reasons, forms, and attitudes

Code switching and language acquisition

Switching and borrowing

Language Attitudes (Coupland & Jaworski, Pt. 5)



Weeks 9 & 10

Week 11

Weeks 12 & 13

Week 14

Week 15

Reaction to speech of others
Language use and social stereotypes
Language policies and language attitudes

Language Planning and Language policies
Language in education (Wardhaugh, Ch. 15)
Language standardization (Fishman, 74)
Language roles in society and education

Ethnography of Communication (Coupland &
Varieties of talk Jaworski, Pt. 7)
Systematics of verbal interaction

Frame analysis

Language and Culture (Coupland & Jaworski, Pt. 8)
Whorf-Sapir hypothesis

Kinship systems

Taboo and euphemism

Rules for rituals

Address forms

Names and naming practices

Issues in Arabic Sociolinguistics  Suleiman ( 94 & 96)
Language and ethnic identity Shaaban (00)

The role of the foreign language

Multilingualism

Language policies

Fusha and vernecular

Presentations of Research Projects



REFERENCES

Abou, S., Kasparian, C. & Haddad, K. 1996. Anatomie de la Francophonie Libanaise.
Beirut: St. Joseph University.

Ager, D. 1996. Francophonie in the 1990s: Problems and Opportunities. Philadelphia:
Multilingual Matters.

Allen, P. & Swain, M. (Eds.). 1984. Language Issues and Education Policies. Oxford:
Pergamon.

Auer, P. 1999. Code-Switching in Conversation: Language, Interaction and Identity.
London: Routledge.

Balamand University. 1992. The Teaching Language in Lebanon: Transactions of
Collogium . Balamand: Balamand University Publications.

Beard, A. 1999. The Language of Politics. London: Routledge.

Bex, T. & Watts, R. J. 1999. Standard English: The Widening Debate. London:
Routledge.

Blount, B. G. (Ed.). 1974. Language, Culture and Society: A Book of Readings.
Cambridge, MS: Winthrop publishers.

Bolton, K. & Kwok, H. 1992. Sociolinguistics Today: International Perspectives.
London: Routledge.

Broeder, P. & Extra, G. 1999. Language, Ethnicity and Education: Case Studies on
Immigrant Minority Groups and Immigrant Minority Languages. Clevedon:
Multilingual Matters.

Brown, P. & Levinson, S. C. 1987. Politeness, Studies in Interactional Sociolinguisitics
4. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Burke, L., Crowley, T. & Girvin, A. (Eds.). 2000. The Language and Cultural Theory
Reader. London: Routledge.

Calvet, L. J. 1998. Language Wars and Linguistic Politics. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Cashdan, A., Esland, G. M., Grugeon, E., Harris, A.E., Lee, V. J., Oates, J. & Stringer,
D. C. (Compilers). 1972. Language in Education: A Source Book. London:
Routledge & Kegan Paul.

Cameron, D. 1995. Verbal Hygiene. London: Routledge.



Cameron, D. 1998. The Feminist Critique of Language: A Reader. London: Routledge.

Chamber, J. K. 1994. Sociolinguistic Theory: linguistic Variation and its Social
Significance. Oxford: Blackwell.

Cenoz, J. & Genesee, F. (Eds.). 1998. Beyond Bilingualism: Multilingualism and
Multilingual Education. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.

Cheshire, J. (Ed.). 1991. English Around the World: Sociolinguistic Perspectives.
Cambridge University Press.

Coates, J. (Ed.). 1989. Women in their Speech Communities. London: Longman.

Coates, J. 1993. Women, Men and Language: A Sociolinguistic Account of Gender
Differences in Language (2™ Edition). London: Longman.

Coates, J. 1996. Women Talk: Conversations Between Women Friends. Oxford:
Blackwell.

Coates, J. (Ed.) 1997. Language and Gender: A Reader. Oxford: Blackwell.

Cassirer, E. 1946. Language and Myth. New York: Dover Publications.

Cooper, R. L. 1990. Language Planning and Social Change. Cambridge University
Press.

Corbett, G. G. 1991. Gender. Cambridge University Press.

Crawford, J. 1992. Hold Your Tongue: Bilingualism and the Politics of “English
Only”. New York: Addison Wesley.

Crystal, D. 1997. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language. Cambridge
University Press.

Crystal, D. 1998. English as a Global Language. Cambridge University Press.

Cunningham-Andersson, U. & Andersson, S. 1999. Growing up with Two Languages:
A Practical Guide. London: Routledge.

Dicker, S. J. Languages in America: A Pluralist View. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.
Dixon, R. M. W. 1997. The Rise and Fall of Languages. Cambridge University Press.
Eckert, P. 1999. Language Variation as Social Practice. Oxford: Blackwell.

Edwards, A. D. 1976. Language in Culture and Class. London: Heinemann.



Ezzat, A. 1974. Intelligibility Among Arabic Dialects. Beirut: Beirut Arab University.
Fairclough, N. 1989. Language and Power. London: Longman.

Fairclough, N. 1995. Critical Discourse Analysis. London: Longman.

Fairclough, N. (Ed.). 1992. Critical Language Awareness. London: Longman
Fasold, R. 1990. The Sociolinguistics of Language. Oxford: Blackwell.

Fasold, R. 1984. The Sociolinguistics of Society. Oxford: Blackwell.

Fishman, J. A. (Ed.). 1974. Advances in Language Planning. The Hague: Mouton.

Fishman, J. A. 1976. Bilingual Education: An International Sociological Perspective.
Rowley, Mass.: Newbury House.

Fishman, J. A., Conrad, A. W. & Rubal-Lopez, A. 1996. Post-Imperial English.
New York: Mouton de Gruyter.

Francis, W. N. 1983. Dialectology. London: Longman.
Giglioli, P. P. 1972. Language and Social Context. Middlesex: Penguin.

Gleeson, P. & Wakefield, N. (Eds.). Language and Culture: A Reader. Columbus,
OH: Charles E. Merril Publishing Company.

Goddard, A. & Patterson, L. M. 2000. Language and gender. London: Routledge.
Gumperz, J. J. 1983. Language and Social Identity. Cambridge University Press.

Gumperz, J. & Hymes, D. 1986. Directions in Sociolinguistics: The Ethnography of
Communication. Oxford: Blackwell.

Hellinger, M. & Ammon, U. (Ed.). 1996. Contrastive Sociolinguistics. New Y ork:
Mouton de Gruyter.

Hirsch, Jr., E. D. 1988. Cultural literacy: What Every American Needs to Know. New
York: Vintage Books.

Hudson, R. A. 1996. Sociolinguistics (2™ edition). Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Hughes, A. & Trudgill, P. 1979. English Accents and Dialects: An Introduction to
Social and Regional Varieties of British English. London: Edward Arnold.



Hymes, D. 1974. Foundations in Sociolinguistics: An Ethnographic Approach.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Isayev, M. 1. 1977. National Languages in the USSR: Problems and Solutions. Moscow:
Progress Publishers.

Johnson, S. & Meinhof, U. H. 1996. Language and Masculinity. Oxford: Blackwell.

Labov, W. 1972. Sociolinguistic Patterns. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press.

Labov, W. 1994. Principles of Linguistic Change, Volume I: Internal Factors. Oxford:
Blackwell.

Labov, W. 1999. Principles of Linguistic Change, Volume II: Social Factors. Oxford:
Blackwell.

Lakoff, R. 1975. Language and Woman’s Place. New York: Harper and Row.

Laver, J. & Hutcheson, S. (Eds.) 1972. Communication in Face to Face Interaction.
Middlesex: Penguin.

Leith, D. 1997. A4 Social History of English. London: Routledge.

Lippi-Green, R. 1997. English with an Accent: Language, ideology, and Discrimination
In the United States. London: Routledge.

Loveday, L. 1982. The Sociolinguistics of Learning and Using a Non-Native Language.
Oxford: Pergamon Press.

Mazraani, N. 1997. Aspects of Language Variation in Arabic Political Speech-Making.
Surrey: Curzon.

McArthur, T. 1998. The English Languages. Cambridge University Press.

Mills, S. (Ed.). 1995. Language and Gender: Interdisciplinary Perspectives. London:
Longman.

Milroy, J. & Milroy, L. 1998. Authority in Language: Investigating Standard English.
London: Routledge.

Montgomery, M. 1995. An Introduction to Language and Society. London: Routledge.

Moroccan Academy. 1993. Issues in the Use of the Arabic Language in the Maghreb.
Rabat: Moroccan Academy Publications. (IN ARABIC)



Murray, D. 1992. Diversity as Resource: Defining Cultural Literacy. Alexandria,VA:
TESOL.

Pennycook, A. 1998. English and the Discourses of Colonialism. London: Routledge.

Pennycook, A. 1994. The Cultural Politics of English as an International Language.
London: Longman.

Pride, J. B. & Holmes, J. (Eds.). 1972. Sociolinguistics. Middlesex: Penguin.

Pride, J. B. (Ed.). 1979. Sociolinguistic Aspects of Language Learning and Teaching.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Rees, N. 1993. The Politically Correct Phrasebook: What They Say You can and
cannot Say in the 1990s. London: Bloomsbury.

Riggings, S. H. (Ed.). 1997. The language and politics of Exclusion. London: Sage.
Robinson, W. P. 1972. Language and Social Interaction. Middlesex: Penguin.

Romaine, S. 2000. Language in Society: An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. ond
edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Salikoko, S. M., Bailey, G., Rickford, J. R. & Baugh, J. 1998. African-American
English: Structure, History and Use. London: Routledge.

Samarin, W. J. 1967. Field Linguistics. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

Saville, M. R. & Troike, R. C. 1971. 4 Handbook of Bilingual Education. Washington,
D.C.: TESOL.

Sayyadi, M. M. 1980. Arabicization and Its Coordination in the Arab World. Beirut:
Arab Unity Studies center. (IN ARABIC)

Schiffman, H. 1998. Linguistic Culture and Language Policy. London: Routledge.

Scollon. R. 1998. Mediated Discourse as Social Interaction: An Ethnographic Study of
News Discourse. Essex: Longman.

Shaaban, K. (Ed.). 2000. Language and Education. Beirut: Lebanese Association for
Educational Studies. (IN ARABIC)

Sharp, D. 1973. Language in Bilingual Communities. London: Edward Arnold.
Stetkevych, J. 1970. The modern Arabic Literary Language: Lexical and Stylistic
Developments. Chicago: The University of Chicago press.



Suleiman, Y. (Ed.). 1994. Arabic Sociolinguistics: Issues and Perspectives. Surrey:
Curzon.

Suleiman, Y. (Ed.). 1996. Language and Identity in the Middle East and North Africa.
Surrey: Curzon.

Tannen, D. 1988. Talking Voices, Studies in Interactional Sociolinguisitics 5.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Tannen, D. 1983. That is not What [ meant! How Conversational Style Makes or Breaks
Relationships. New York: Ballantine Books.

Thomas, G. 1992. Linguistic Purism. London: Longman.

Thomas, L., Wareing, S., Peccei, J. S., Thornborrow, J., Singh, I. & Jones, J. 1999.
Language, Society and Power: An Introduction. London: Routledge.

Tollefson, J. W. 1991. Planning Language, Planning Inequality. New York: Longman.
Trudgill, P. 1974. Sociolinguistics: An Introduction. Middlesex: Penguin.

Trudgill, P. 1979. Sociolinguistic Patterns in British English. London: Edward Arnold.
Trudgill, P. 1994. Dialects. London: Routledge.

Wallwork, J. F. 1978. Language and People. London: Heinemann.

Wardhaugh, R. 1998. Proper English: Myths and Misunderstandings about Language.
Oxford: Blackwell.

Wardhaugh, R. 1997. Introduction to Sociolinguistics (3" Edition). Oxford: Blackwell.
Weinreich, U. 1974. languages in Contact. The Hague: Mouton.

Wells, J. 1982. Accents of English. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Waei, L. (Ed.). 2000. The Bilingualism reader. London: Routledge.

Wolfram, W. & Fasold, R. 1974. The Study of Dialects in American English.
Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Wolfram, W. & Schilling-Estes. 1998. American English: Dialects and Variation.
Oxford: Blackwell.

Wright, S. (Ed.). 1998. Language and Conflict:. A Neglected Relationship.. London:

10



Routledge.

Zawadowski, Y. N. 1978. The Maghrib Arabic Dialects. Moscow
House.

JOURNALS TO BE CONSULTED

Language in Society
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Review of ELT
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