The Zaki Nassif Instrumental Ensemble
 Festival Competition

Rules, Regulations and Information

I.  The Festival Competition shall be free of charge to all participants.

II. The location will be historic Assembly Hall on the campus of AUB.

III.  Ensembles shall consist of traditional instruments of the Middle East region, minimum two and maximum 15.   The five fundamental instruments are: ‘oud, qanun, nay, percussion (daff/riqq, tabla/derbekke and other regional instruments), and mizmar/zurna (double-reed shawn).  Western orchestral string and wind instruments are permissible if the core of Middle Eastern instruments and style are present.  Electronic instruments are not permitted; there is to be no amplification of any kind.

IV.  Performance Practice.  The intention of the Festival is to promote traditional modes of performance among 21st-century musicians.  See VI below, “Performance” for details. The following practices must be observed:

1.  Improvisation using maqamaat.

2.  Improvisation by several members of the ensemble, regardless of skill level.  Ideally, each member of the ensemble should improvise during the course of performance.

3. Traditional and popular songs of the Middle East region may be used as the basis for improvisational performance, with priority given to:  

1) Zaki Nassif 

2) Lebanese composers 

3) others.

IV. Schedule of events: 

       DEADLINE  for REGISTRATION:  Friday April 9, 2009

1. Festival Competition Round One: April 17 and 18
 2. Festival Competition Round Two: April 24 and 25.

V. Repertoire.  Performance may be pure maqam improvisation, or be based on a traditional or popular song of the region.  See “Performance Practice” above.

VI. Performance

A.  Singers are not included.   There is a separate festival competition for choirs.

B. This event is acoustic, and Assembly Hall is a great room for music.  All ensembles will perform without microphone amplification. 

D.  The ensemble director may not perform with the ensemble.  S/he may start and stop the ensemble, or otherwise conduct.

E. The ensemble may perform with music or from memory, but photocopied scores of published works will not be allowed.  Music stands and chairs will be available.

F. Stage time:  15 minutes from the time the ensemble enters the stage, until it is clear and ready for the next ensemble.  Set-up and tuning should be done beforehand, in the warm-up room.

G.  Dress Code:  All ensembles will dress in a similar way.  Boys, black pants and shoes, white shirt, ties optional.  Girls, black pants or skirts, black shoes, white top. School uniform is NOT acceptable.

VII.  Judging and Awards

A. The Jury.  A jury of recognized, professional musicians headed by Dr. Walid Gholmieh, Director of the National Conservatory, will each give a score, which will be averaged for the overall score.  All ensembles with an average score of at least 90 will receive an "Excellent" award certificate.  Ensembles with an average score of at least 80 will receive a "Very Good" award certificate while those with at least 70 will be receiving a “Good” award certificate.  All other participants will receive a certificate of thanks and participation.
B. Judging criteria, not in order of priority:

   1. Intonation, rhythmic accuracy, and ensemble unity

   2. Tone quality appropriate to the instruments. 

   3. Musical expressivity, and creativity and taste in improvisation.

   4. Stage presence and presentation

C.  Scoring and Procedure.   Ensembles receiving "Excellent" and "Very Good" ratings in Round One will be invited to participate in Round Two.  Each judge will give one overall score to each based on the criteria above.  Then, those numbers will be averaged to arrive at the ensemble’s overall score.  Each judge will weigh the criteria above according to her/his judgment and taste.  After Round Two, first and second prize awards will be given in both categories.

D.  Anonymous written comments will be given from every judge.

For musical and technical questions refer to

Professor Paul Meers

Extension: 4041 or 4351

email: pm05@aub.edu.lb
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