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The Zaki Nassif Choral Festival Competition

Rules, Regulations and Information

I.  The Festival Competition shall be free of charge to all participants.

II. The location will be historic Assembly Hall on the campus of AUB.

III.  Performers 

A. Two Categories:

  

1. Children's Choirs: up to age 15
  

2. Youth Choirs:  at least age 14
B. Minimum 10 singers, maximum of 80, due to stage space limitations.

C.  Each school may enter one choir in each category.

IV. Schedule of events:




DEADLINE  for REGISTRATION:  Friday, March 16, 2009.

1. Festival Competition Round one: 
Children: April 3 and 4
Youth : April 25  
 2. Festival Competition Round two: May 16

V. Repertoire 

Two Selections

1. One by Zaki Nassif, in a freely-chosen arrangement.  Polyphonic arrangements are permissible, but the spirit and taste of the original should be preserved.

2. Another Arabic/regional selection, OR a western classical or educational publication.  Copyright must be respected; all published scores must be original, not photocopied.  Western or Arabic contemporary commercial songs are not admissible.   This selection must be approved by the organizers. . For a great selection of public-domain scores, see www.cpdl.org.  All of these may be downloaded and copied free of charge.
NB:  In Round Two, the same or different selections may be performed.

VI. Performance

A.  The choir may be accompanied by any instrument or combination, but set-up time is limited to your allotted stage time. 

B. This event is acoustic, and Assembly Hall is a great room for choral singing.  Therefore, 

- All choirs will sing without microphone amplification.  

- One solo microphone will be provided. 
 - Microphone amplification of individual instruments ('oud, nay, qanun) is at the choir's discretion, but no support for this is provided.  There are very few electric power outlets in Assembly Hall.  There will be no extra time allotted for sound checks.  

- It is HIGHLY recommended that very little instrumentation be used, due to the limiting factors above.  

- Two grand pianos and pipe organ will be available.

C. The choir may perform with scores or from memory, but photocopied scores of published works will not be allowed.  

D. For a published piece, five published original copies must be provided to the jury at the time of performance.  If the jury believes the choir to be in violation of international copyright law, that choir will be immediately disqualified.  For a great selection of public-domain scores, see www.cpdl.org.  All of these may be downloaded and copied free of charge.

E. For the Arabic selection(s), a photocopied short score of the arrangement is admissible.  

F. Stage time:  10 minutes per choir in round one, 15 minutes in round two.  Any choir that exceeds this time limit will be penalized or disqualified.  This time is reckoned from the time the choir begins its set-up and entrance, to the time the stage is ready for the next choir's setup.

G.  Dress Code:  All choirs will dress in a similar way.  Boys, black pants and shoes, white shirt, ties optional.  Girls, black pants or skirts, black shoes, white top. School choir uniform is Not acceptable. 
VII.  Judging and Awards

A.  Round One: a jury of recognized, professional musicians headed by Dr. Gholmieh, will each give a score, which will be averaged for the overall score.  All choirs with an average score of at least 90 will receive a "Superior" award certificate.  Choirs with scores at least in the 80s will receive an "Excellent" award certificate.  All other participants will receive a certificate of thanks and participation. 

Choirs receiving "Excellent" and "Superior" ratings will be invited to participate in Round Two.


 B. Judging criteria, not in order of priority:

   1. Intonation, rhythmic accuracy, and ensemble unity

   2. Tone quality appropriate to the repertoire being performed

   3. Diction: clarity and expressivity

   4. Musical expressivity, and creativity and taste in arrangement.

   5. Stage presence and presentation

 C.  Scoring and Procedure.   Each judge will give one overall score to each based on the criteria above.  Then, those numbers will be averaged to arrive at the choir’s overall score.  Each judge will weigh the criteria above according to her/his judgment and taste.  First and second prize awards will be given in both categories.

D.  Written comments will be given from every judge.

For musical and technical questions refer to Professor Paul Meers

Extension: 4041 or 4351

email: pm05@aub.edu.lb,



