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Faculty of Health Sciences 

American University of Beirut 

 

HPCH 343 Fall 2017 

Forced Migration and the Humanitarian Relief System (3 Credits) 

Sawsan Abdulrahim, PhD 

Van Dyck 301C; Ext. 4656 

E-mail: sawsana@aub.edu.lb 

Office hours by appointment 

 

Class time and location: 

Monday 9 – 11:40 AM 

 

Course Description 

This course provides: 1) an introduction to key legal and theoretical frameworks on forced migration 

(internal and cross-border) and the meanings of the term refugee as a political and social construct; 2) a 

survey of global actors in the vast field of refugee humanitarian relief; and 3) a description and critique of 

the refugee “humanitarian relief industry.”  The course addresses forced migration as a global 

phenomenon, but synthesizes conceptual and legal writings on the subject with refugee experiences in the 

Arab region.  It incorporates readings from multiple disciplines (including literature), invited talks by 

practitioners and activists, and learning opportunities outside the classroom.  The course’s thematic focus 

is health, broadly conceived, and its philosophical orientation is embedded in demands for human rights 

and justice for all refugees.   

 

Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completing this course, students should be able to:  

 Demonstrate an understanding of legal, social, and political frameworks in the field of forced 

migration and refugee studies  

 Describe and critique the main international players that provide humanitarian relief and 

protection to refugees 

 Engage in theoretical debates on forced migration and humanitarian responses, drawing on 

insights from historical and current refugee experiences in the Arab region 

 Analyze, through a critical lens, the impact of legal, social, and economic factors on the health 

and wellbeing of refugees and internally displaced populations

mailto:sawsana@aub.edu.lb
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Readings: 

 Selected articles and book chapters posted on Moodle. 

 

Course Requirements/Evaluation Criteria: 

 Participation: 20% (LOs 1-4) 

Student commitment to reading and participation in class discussions is critical to the success of the 

course as a learning experience.  The course also requires student engagement in learning activities 

outside the classroom.  It is recommended that interested students consider whether they can free up 

their time from other commitments during three Saturdays throughout the semester for field learning 

experiences most likely in Bekaa; transportation will be provided.  Those who cannot are discouraged 

from enrolling.   

 Paper 1; 20% (LOs 2 & 3) 

In this homework, each student will select an international or local NGO, other than UNHCR, that 

engages in refugee humanitarian relief in the Arab region, and write a descriptive paper on the NGO’s 

history, funding, nature of relief provided, etc, linking the information obtained from the literature 

with an interview with one or more staff members from the organization. 

 Paper 2: 20% (LO 3) 

TBD. 

 Final paper: 40% (LOs 1 & 4) 

This assignment counts for a large proportion of the grade; it requires carrying out in-depth research 

on one of the topics covered in the course and writing a critical review paper on it.  The paper ought 

to be of high quality and display good research and synthesis of theoretical writings, as well as 

application of theory to the experience of one refugee group. 

  

Ethical Guidelines:   

The conduct of a master’s level student in this course and in the Faculty of Health Sciences in general 

should be consistent with that of a professional person.  This means exhibiting courtesy, honesty, and 

respect toward faculty, guest speakers, administrative staff, and classmates.  As well, students should 

expect faculty to treat them fairly and respectfully and to support and guide them in the process of 

learning.  In this course, in which the majority of the grade is based on written assignments, there is zero 

tolerance for plagiarism.  As a graduate student, you are expected to turn in assignments that reflect your 

own effort and intellectual work and not merely copy-paste the work of others without acknowledgement.   
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Course Summary: 

 

Date Topic & Readings 

Sept 4 Introduction to the course and refugee studies 

- Gatrell, P. (2013). The Making of the Modern Refugee. Oxford University Press. 

- Castles (2003). Towards a Sociology of Forced Migration and Social Transformation. Sociology, 

37: 13-34. 

Documentary:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25bwiSikRsI 

Sept 11 The 1951 Refugee Convention, UNHCR & non-refoulement (LOs 1 & 2) 

-Text of the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees. 

-Readings from: Betts, A., Loescher, G., Milner, J. (2012). UNHCR: The Politics and Practice of 

Refugee Protection. Routledge. 

-Kagan, M. (2006). The beleaguered gatekeeper: Protection challenges posed by UNHCR refugee 

status determination. International Journal of Refugee Law. doi:10.1093/ijrl/eei045. 

Sept 18 Internally displaced populations, environmental refugees, and those fleeing gang violence 

(LOs 1-4) 

-Islam, MR. (2006). The Sudanese Darfur Crisis and Internally Displaced Persons in International 

Law. International Journal of Refugee Law, 18:354-385. 

- Other readings TBA. 

Recommended: 

-Zaiotti, R. (2006). Dealing with non-Palestinian refugees in the Middle East: policies and 

practices in an uncertain environment. International Journal of Refugee Law, 18: 333-353. 

-Doocy, S. & Lyles, E. (2017). Humanitarian needs among displaced and female-headed 

households in government-controlled areas of Syria. American Journal of Public Health, 

published online ahead of print: e1-e10. 

Documentary: 

TBA. 

Sept 25 

 

 

UNRWA and Palestinian refugees (LOs 1-3) 

- Bocco, R. (2010). UNRWA and the Palestinian Refugees: A History within History. Refugee 

Survey Quarterly, 28: 229-252. 

- Readings from: Roberts, R. (2010). Palestinians in Lebanon: Refugees Living with Long-Term 

Displacement. IB Tauris.  

- Riccardo, F. (2011). Low infant mortality among Palestine refugees despite the odds. Bulletin of 

the World Health Organization,89: 304-311.  

Recommended: 

Kanafani, G. Men in the Sun. 

Documentary: 

TBA. 

Oct 2 Host communities’ attitudes toward refugees and migrants (LOs 1 & 3) 

-Somali refugees in South Africa. 

-Palestinian refugees in Lebanon*. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25bwiSikRsI
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-EU’s response to the Mediterranean refugee crisis.  

Oct 9 Class will not meet during the week.  Instead, a student field visit to Bekaa will be arranged on 

Saturday.  Most likely, the visit will be to an elementary or preparatory school as part of the early 

marriage intervention study. 

Oct 16 The humanitarian relief industry -- Overview (LOs 2 & 3) 

-Complete the online course: Building a Better Response http://www.buildingabetterresponse.org/ 

and submit the certificate. 

-Seybolt, TB. (2009). Harmonizing the humanitarian aid network: adaptive change in a complex 

system. International Studies Quarterly, 53: 1027-1050. 

-McDougal, L. & Beard, J. (2011). Revisiting Sphere: New Standards of Service Delivery for 

New Trends in Protracted Displacement. Disasters, 35: 87-101. 

Guest speakers: 

TBA. 

***Paper 1 due*** 

Oct 23 The humanitarian relief industry – Critique (LOs 2 & 3) 

Readings from: Barnett, M & Weiss, TG. (2008). Humanitarianism in Question: Politics, Power, 

Ethics. Cornell University Press. 

Malkki, L. (1996). Speechless emissaries, refugees, humanitarianism, and dehistoricization. 

Cultural Anthroplogy,11(3): 377-404. 

Harrell-Bond, B. (2002). Can humanitarian work with refugees be humane? Human Rights 

Quarterly, 24(1): 51-85. 

Oct 30 Research and evaluation in humanitarian settings I (LOs ???) 

Jacobsen, K. & Landau, LB. (2003). The dual imperative in refugee research: Some 

methodological and ethical considerations in social science research on forced migration. 

Disasters, 27(3): 185-206. 

Ford, N., Mills, EJ., Zachariah, R., Upshur, R. (2009). Ethics of conducting research in conflict 

settings. Conflict and Health, 3(7). 

 

-Presentation on the methodological challenges of fielding an early marriage prevalence study in 

Bekaa, Lebanon 

Nov 6 Research and evaluation in humanitarian settings II (LOs ???) 

Class will not meet during the week.  Instead, a student field visit will be arranged during which 

students will participate in an activity to fulfill the second competency of the Certificate Program 

which is to “apply public health tools and methods in research and evaluation in refugee and other 

humanitarian settings.”    

*** Paper 2 Due *** 

Nov 13 

 

The “fuzzy lines” between forced migration, smuggling, and trafficking (LOs 1, 3 & 4) 

-Baird, T. (2016). Defining Human Smuggling in Migration Research: An Appraisal and Critique. 

Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, Migration Policy Centre. 

-Fargues, P. & Bonfanti, S. (2015). When the best option is a leaky boat: Why migrants risk their 

lives crossing the Mediterranean and what Europe is doing about it. Robert Schuman Centre for 

Advanced Studies, Migration Policy Centre. 

Commented [sa1]: Reproductive health. 

http://www.buildingabetterresponse.org/
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Gallagher, A. (2001). Human rights and the new UN protocols on trafficking and migrant 

smuggling: A preliminary analysis. Human Rights Quarterly, 23(4): 975-1004. 

 

Nov 20 Education for refugee children and unaccompanied child refugees 

Readings TBA. 

Guest speakers: 

TBA. 

Nov 27 Women, displacement, and violence (LOs 1, 3, & 4) 

-Busza, J., Lush, L. (1999). Planning Reproductive Health in Conflict: A Conceptual Framework. 

Social Science & Medicine, 49: 155-171. 

-Ticktin, M. (2011). The gendered human of humanitarianism: Medicalizing and politicizing 

sexual violence. Gender & History, 23(2): 250-265. 

-Yasmine, R. (2016). Systemic violence against Syrian refugee women and the myth of effective 

intrapersonal interventions. Reproductive Health Matters. doi:10.1016/j.rhm.2016.04.008.  

Dec 4 Students present the outline and references of their final paper and receive feedback from the 

instructor and their classmates. 

Dec 11 ***Final papers due ???*** 

 


