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His legacy
Peter Dorman’s legacy at the American University of Beirut
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“At AUB, I’m not only educating my brain, but also my soul
and personality,” says Reem Ibrahim. A computer science
major, Reem is an active member of AUB’s Red Cross Club.
“Although I get stressed and tired because of all the
projects I'm in charge of, it’s all worth it because of the
satisfaction you get from helping others,” she says. Yara
Teddy, who is majoring in civil engineering, also
volunteered with the Red Cross Club and with other
community initiatives on campus such as collecting 
clothes for Syrian refugees.  

Yara and Reem are just two of the more than 100 Lebanese
public high school students who are attending AUB today
with support from the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) University Scholarship Program.
“I am grateful for the opportunity to study at AUB not only
because I am receiving a high quality education, but also
because of the chance to learn about different cultures and
develop important life skills,” says Yara. Reem agrees, “At
AUB, we are learning what we will need to know to achieve
our life and career goals.”

Aiducation.
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AUB’s 15th President.
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From the editor

As AUB recognizes the tenure of President Peter Dorman, we reflect on the growth and
challenges we’ve faced since his tenure began in 2008. Our horizons have grown. President
Dorman joins a distinguished list of AUB presidents who dedicated their lives to the mission of
delivering an American inspired liberal arts education in the Middle East. We hope that readers
will take the opportunity to send words of thanks and photos for the Dormans to
maingate@aub.edu.lb. 

Every page of this magazine is dedicated to the research, accomplishments and dedication of our
tight-knit community—students, faculty, staff and alumni alike. And as always, a few of my
favorites glimpses into this winter’s issue:

“What has guided him throughout his tenure as president is a deeply held belief in what a
liberal arts education does for individuals, and what those individuals can do for society.”

–page 15

On microalgae: “I have someone who can test it as fish feed, an inflammatory antioxidant
property, an anti-cancer agent, a skin treatment.” 

–page 22

“If Ebola does reach Lebanon, and some healthcare professionals say it’s more likely 
to be when than ‘if’, AUBMC will be ready.”  

–page 35

“In our haste, did we make time in 1965 to take note of the class of 1915?”  
–page 62 

Ada H. Porter, Editor
maingate@aub.edu.lb
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Dear Main Gate:

In 2012, MainGate published a fine overview of the ambitious
plans for a splendid new AUB Medical Center. That article
captured my interest and stirred a lot of nostalgia because 
I was deeply involved in the designing and construction of
the existing Medical Center in the 1960s as a member of that
earlier AUB Task Force. The principal actors in the story of
AUB’s Medical Center should be honored for what they have
accomplished. Because my connection with AUB was from
1956 through 1969,  I knew many of the prime movers. 

I was the chairman of the anesthesiology department at AUB
during the critical years 1958 through 1969. The sixties were
years in which planning and construction were carried out for
what became the current medical center. I wanted to share a
little of the personalities who envisioned that new medical
center, suitable for that era and for the decades to follow.  

Dr. Samuel Kirkwood:  was initially dean of the Faculty of
Medical Sciences, and later became university president. He
was the convener and chair of our Task Force.

Dr. Craig Lichtenwalner: was associate, later dean of Medical
Sciences, with particular emphasis on public health; he was
co-chair.

Ed Stockman: served for years as administrator of the AUB
hospital; he brought a comprehensive understanding of the
physical environment needed in an academic medical center.

Dr. John Wilson: was chairman of the Department of Surgery,
active in practice of cardio-pulmonary and vascular surgery;
later became dean of the medical school.

Dr. Raif Nassif:  was chief of pathology and director of
laboratory services; later was director of the medical school.

Dr. Bernard Brandstater: was chairman, department of
anesthesiology; was familiar with operating rooms’ sterile
environment, their efficient operation, much specialized
equipment, and issues of traffic control. 

Our Task Force held numerous meetings in which philosophy
and strategic goals were determined and communicated to
the architects in New York. We met irregularly in afternoon
hours, in a building then known as the Alumni Club, and our
room overlooked the prospective construction site. 

We faced structural issues in designing the building. One 
of them involved my area of responsibility, the surgery area
with its ten operating rooms. I give some details here because
they were amusing and were settled amicably. In the below-
ground basement there were many weightbearing concrete
columns to work around. We were requesting space for a
patient's holding-and-preparation room adjacent to each
operating room, small rooms needed also for storing drugs
and equipment. These rooms were problematic to the
architects, who were also uncomfortable with our preferred

plan for rapid sterilization of surgical instruments. Further,
they queried our allowing street-clothes access to the
recovery room by parents of recovering children. 

Could we resolve such differences?? The Task Force gave
intensive study to the blueprints airmailed to us from New
York. We telegrammed comments with proposed changes.
And though some adjustments were made in New York, the
next batch of plans were still not satisfactory. In frustration,
I spent a late night with pencil and drafting paper on my
kitchen table, exploring different arrangements, until I found
one that was closer to our needs. I hauled that amateurish
draft to a Task Force meeting, and my friends examined it
critically for a long time. To my relief they were satisfied,
even pleased.

We sent the rough draft to New York, and waited anxiously.
Eventually came the response telegram with words that stick
in my mind till this day: “We urge no further consideration of
Brandstater plan.” But I compliment Dr. Kirkwood and the
Task Forcestood firm. So those are the operating rooms that
you see today, that have served innumerable patients since
1970. The layout was so successful that when a new Orthodox
Hospital was being developed in Beirut, its architects asked
permission to use a plan borrowed from ours at AUB.

For me it has been a rare privilege to stand astride two
different eras in healthcare at AUB. Thank you for your
excellent articles about AUB graduates that I knew, including
Dr. Alexander Geha, Dr. Salah Salman, and 
Dr. Fuad Jubran, all of whom were my students.

Bernard Brandstater, MB, BS; FRCA; FANZCA; FACA.
Professor of Anesthesiology
Loma Linda University

Bernard Brandstater
Chairman of the
anesthesiology
department
(1958-1969)
January 2015

Inbox

Medical Center under construction
Nov. 9, 1965
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FAAH Professors Robert Myers and
Sahar Assaf continue to collaborate on
the work of the late Syrian playwright
Saadallah Wannous (MainGate
Fall/Winter 2014). Directed by Assaf
and translated by Myers and LAU
Assistant Professor Nada Saab, the
production is also a collaboration
between AUB and LAU. The Rape opens
on March 18 at LAU’s Irwin Theater.  

Published 
& Produced

Exhibits

The Zaki Nassif Music Program
“Lights on Talents”
Assembly Hall, April 16
Final round of a student competition
using oriental instruments

Al Bustan Festival
February 17 – March 22.
For a complete program listing, visit:
albustanfestival.com

Assembly Hall, March 4
A celebration of an extraordinary
musician, conductor, composer, and
professor at AUB from 1950-81.

LIgHtS on tALentS

More online

Inspiration 
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Art On Stage

Under the auspices of “Global
Collaborations,” a three-year project 
to promote art from around the world,
the Stedelijk Museum/Stedelijk
Museum Bureau Amsterdam and the
AUB Art Galleries are co-hosting an
exhibition curated by Nat Muller 
and AUB Assistant Professor Angela
Harutyunyan entitled “This is the Time.
This is the Record of the Time.” The
exhibition    ures the following artists:

Sebastian Diaz Morales, Kristina
Benjocki, Peter Fengler, Esme Valk,
Priscila Fernandes, AUB Associate
Professor of Architecture and Design
Walid Sadek, Cynthia Zaven, Rayyane
Tabet and Daniele Genadry. It will 
open at the AUB Art Galleries on 
March 26.  A symposium entitled,
“Thinking About Time” will follow 
on March 27 and 28.

SALvAdor ArnItA
CoMMeMorAtIve ConCert
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Arab Approaches to Conflict Resolution:
Mediation, Negotiation, and Settlement of
Political Disputes (June 2014; Routledge)
co-authored by Nahla Yassine-Hamdan, 
PhD (BA ’84, MA ’88) and Frederic S. Pearson.
This scholarly work proposes that two
clusters of independent variables are
potentially responsible for the distinctive
nature of Arab conflict resolution: one
political; the other cultural/religious. The
book focuses on the influence of the Arab
League, Inter-Governmental Organizations,
individual leaders, and emissaries on crisis
and conflict situations, and mediation
initiatives. 

1. ArAB APProACHeS to ConFLICt
reSoLUtIon: MedIAtIon, negotIAtIon,

And SettLeMent oF PoLItICAL 
dISPUteS

Cultures Without Borders: From Beirut to
Washington, DC (September 2014;
AuthorHouse) by May A. Rihani (BA ’68). 
The book is a poignant memoir by a woman
who grew from an idealistic young girl in
“golden-age,” pre-civil war Lebanon to a
mature political activist for social justice 
and gender equality. A global leader in girls’
education, Rihani has spent her life fighting
to empower women and debunk negative
Arab stereotypes. She has lived in Lebanon,
France, and the United States and worked in
more than 40 countries on educational
initiatives for girls. From 2004-06, May 
Rihani was president of the AUB’s Alumni
Association of North America and served as
an alumni trustee of AUB’s Board of Trustees. 

2. CULtUreS WItHoUt BorderS: 
FroM BeIrUt to WASHIngton, dC

My Rights Are Divine: A Closer Look at
Children's Rights in the Muslim Arab World
(September 2014; AuthorHouse UK) by Nina
Abdul Razzak, PhD (BA ’91, MA ’94). The
book addresses children’s rights and the
violation of those rights in the Muslim Arab
World. It proposes a remedy for child abuse
through a combination of adherence to the
core values of Islam and to Western principles
of human rights. Abdul Razzak works as an
assistant professor of Educational Psychology
and Leadership at the University of Bahrain’s
Teacher’s College. 

3. My rIgHtS Are dIvIne: A CLoSer
Look At CHILdren'S rIgHtS In tHe

MUSLIM ArAB WorLd 

Everyday Life in the Muslim Middle East,
Third Edition (Fall 2014; University of Indiana
Press), co-editors Donna Lee Bowen, Evelyn
A. Early (MA ’71), and Becky Schultheis. 
The third edition demonstrates
commonalities of Western and Middle Eastern
Muslim culture, and explores the impact of
regional wars and uprisings, changes to
Islamic practice due to advances in
technology, the influence of social media on
politics and labor relations, and the changing
status of women, family values, marriage,
childrearing, gender, and gay rights. A former
senior Foreign Service officer, Evelyn A. Early
is an anthropologist and consultant. 

4. everydAy LIFe In tHe MUSLIM 
MIddLe eASt

To Live in Autumn (September 2014, The
Backwaters Press) by Zeina Hashem Beck 
(BA and Penrose winner ’02, MA ’05). Hashem
Beck’s debut poetry collection, published in
the United States and the United Kingdom, 
is a Beirut-inspired work that won the 2013
Backwaters Prize, adjudicated by esteemed
poet Lola Haskins. The collection has also
been nominated for two Pushcart Prizes.
Hashem Beck’s work has appeared in various
literary magazines, including Ploughshares,
Nimrod, Poetry Northwest, Tampa Review, 
The Midwest Quarterly, Mizna, Mslexia, 
and Magma. AUB’s Arts and Humanities
Initiative, the Creative Writing Program, 
and the English Department hosted a reading
and book launch of To Live in Autumn last
November in West Hall. 

5. to LIve In AUtUMn 

UNRWA and Palestinian Refugees: From 
Relief and Works to Human Development
(April 2014; Routledge) edited by Sari Hanafi
(AUB Professor of Sociology), Leila Hilal, and
Lex Takkenberg. This work examines refugee
issues using new disciplines and research
frameworks. It explores the way UNRWA is
adapting to a changing social, political and
economic context, mostly within urban
settings. This is a paradigmatic shift from
understanding the Agency’s role as simply 
a provider of relief and services to 
one comprehensively supporting the human
development of Palestinian refugees. 

6. UnrWA And PALeStInIAn reFUgeeS:
FroM reLIeF And WorkS to HUMAn

deveLoPMent 

Written
Word

4 5 6321



“The mission that transcends all wars
is culture” said Lebanese architect 
Rana Hadid in an interview with the
New York Times last summer. It is a
pledge of resilience and determination
echoing the life commitment of her
mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother to the culture and
educational life of Lebanon. Rana
Hadid is working to keep the spirit 
of the Baalbeck International Festival
alive, even though it has not been 
held in the magnificent Roman town 
of Baalbeck lately. More than half a
century ago, Hadid’s grandmother
Salwa was one of the Festival’s
founding members, and later on
became its president. The Festival 
came to symbolize the Lebanese
trademarks of cultural richness and
openness that have persisted even
through intermittent wars.

Salwa Dimechkie was the first of 
this remarkable family of women I 
was to meet in 1982, soon after my 
late husband Malcom Kerr had been
appointed to the presidency of the
American University of Beirut. Her
granddaughter Rana was a young
student at AUB at the time.

Salwa Dimechkie, a local member of 
the AUB Board of Trustees, had gone to
the basement of College Hall every day
throughout the Israeli invasion that
summer to communicate by telex with
Malcolm in the New York Office of AUB
until he could make his way to campus.
“I will always be thankful to my
mother,” says her daughter Rima, “for
not letting AUB divide between east 
and west Beirut that summer.” Once
Malcolm arrived at AUB, Salwa took
him under her wing to advise him on
how to function in a war-torn country.
She became an indispensable colleague
and friend.

Through Salwa, we soon met her
daughter Rima who is dedicated to
preserving Lebanon’s heritage and
working to promote constructive
secular diversity. When I told Rima 
I wanted to write about her and her
family’s service to Lebanon, she said,
“Tell them how wonderful it is to have
this sectarian diversity, but the civil 
war almost destroyed it.”  

Rima works behind the scenes with
Muslim-Christian dialogue groups that
we rarely hear about in the media. In
the beautiful setting of Batroun, in an
old school surrounded by lovely pine
trees, Rima and many other volunteers
gather young people from all walks of
life and religious backgrounds under
the umbrella of an association called
Farah al-Ata’a (Offre Joie in French).
They live, work and eat together and
help repair and renovate state prisons
and state schools every year, as well as
extremely poor areas such as Bab el
Tebbaneh in Tripoli. Last year hundreds
of young volunteers helped rebuild a
whole street in Beirut’s Ashrafieh
neighborhood after the assassination 
of Brigadier General Wissam Al-Hassan,
which destroyed a whole
neighborhood.

National Treasure
Julia tohme, Salwa dimechkie, rima Shehadi, rana Hadid: Ann kerr-Adams tells the story of four generations
of remarkable Arab women who fearlessly believed that culture and education could save a country from itself.

Inspiration 

“I will always be
thankful to my
mother for not

letting AUB divide
between East and
West Beirut that

summer.”

Salwa Dimechkie and Rima Shehadi 
1960s
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Rana, Rima and Salwa form a lineage
from the remarkable and still legendary
Julia Tohme Dimechkie, the mother of
Salwa, grandmother of Rima and great-
grandmother of Rana.  Julia, the oldest 
of five children, was born in the Chouf
mountains in 1882 into a land-owning
Greek Catholic family that had been
exposed to Protestant missionary
education. Her father had converted to
Protestantism in 1870 and became a
teacher in Mukhtara. Julia’s broad-minded
parents sent her to the Sidon Girl’s School
at the age of ten as a boarder and later to
the Choueifat School for Girls, where she
obtained a teaching credential at the age
of 17 or 18.

Like many young people today, Julia 
took some “gap time,” teaching in
Palestine for two years before returning 
to Lebanon to teach at Broummana High
School.  In the ten years she taught there,
she came into contact with individuals
advocating for the rights of women. She
readily embraced these ideas and became
a known public speaker. There are records
of her speaking in 1910, at the age of 28, 
at literary gatherings in Beirut, Istanbul,
Bhamdoun and Tripoli. This exposure
brought her to the attention of the
president of the Maqassid Association, 
a Muslim organization to promote
education and culture. Impressed by her
intelligence and background in teaching,
he offered her a job as administrator of
the first Maqassid Girls’ College. It was
unprecedented for a Christian woman to
administer a Muslim school.

Not only was Julia unusual in her career
path, she was also untraditional in a
society where a woman nearing 30 
would be considered beyond the age of
attracting a husband, or that a Christian
woman would marry a Muslim, let alone a
divorced man with three children.  In 1913,
she did both. An associate director of the

Julia and Badr
became engaged
in working for the
kind of nationalism
that emphasized 

the Arabic language
and its cultural

heritage as a basis
for the unity and
independence of 
the mandate
regions. 



For the third consecutive year, the Boghossian
Foundation, an organization that aims to
support international educational, urban,
artistic and cultural projects, has awarded
three prizes to young Lebanese artists 
and designers, including calligrapher 
Carla Salem (BDG ’00).  

Two graduates, Karim Frenn (BEN ’14) and
Guy Daher (BEN ’14), qualified for the final
stage of Intel Global Challenge, with their
Plaze mobile application. Plaze allows users 

to create detailed travel schedules using 
their smartphones, a task the two inventors
struggled with during a trip to San Francisco. 

10 AUB architecture students collectively
received the 2014 Fawzi Azar Architectural
Award for designs in service of society. The
students showed how the design of centers 
for juvenile delinquency could affect rates 
of delinquency and rehabilitation among
juveniles. 

Inspiration 

IN CASE YOU
MISSED IT.

Maqassid Association, Badr
Dimechkie apparently fell very
much in love with her and she
with him. They were married in
Cairo, where they stayed for two
months before returning to Beirut
and moving into a house on Bliss
Street just opposite the campus 
of the American University of
Beirut. They set up housekeeping
with three of the children from
his first marriage and soon had
two of their own, Salwa and
Nadim.

Caught up in the wave of
nationalism sweeping the Arab
world before the First World War,
Julia and Badr became engaged
in working for the kind of
nationalism that emphasized the
Arabic language and its cultural
heritage as a basis for the unity
and independence of the
mandate regions. Julia’s salon
became a meeting place for men
and women of all religions and
backgrounds who read and
discussed current affairs. In 
1917, she founded a women’s
association called Jami-yat al-
Sayyidat, whose members were
from all confessions, and
gathered in her home weekly to
discuss and promote women’s
emancipation. To support this
organization, she edited a
periodical called al-Mar’a al-
Jadida, which published articles

ranging from health and home
economics to history,
international women’s news, 
and current affairs. It also
featured literary entries and
weekly editorials written by Julia.
Badr helped her buy a printing
press and had two small rooms
built in their garden from which
they ran these enterprises. As a
renowned woman of her time in
the field of education and
women’s rights, Julia was often
asked to represent Lebanese
women at Arab and international
conferences and women’s events.

Each of these four remarkable
women might have been halted 
in their mission to promote
confessional unity and national
pride through education and
culture by the tumultuous times
in which they lived: World Wars I
and II, the Arab-Israeli Wars, the
Lebanese Civil War, the Syrian
occupation and now the Sunni-
Shia divide and the threat of ISIS
to the region.

Remembering Rima’s annual
open house in her beautiful 19th
century traditional Lebanese
home, which brought together
people from East and West Beirut,
I asked her how she and Rana
could continue through this
current period of economic
stagnation and refugee flight.

“It’s never been so bad,” she
exclaimed, “and no one knows
what will happen.”

“And what about AUB?” I asked
her. “AUB is as it has always
been,” she replied. “It goes on
being an American secular
institution that challenges its
students to think independently
and to live and coexist in
harmony, regardless of religion
and class. It helps hold us
together. That is why Ras Beirut
flourished and the community 
is vibrant, alert, and open to the
world.”  “And what about the
Baalbek Festival?”, I inquired.
“There were three events in the
Baalbek Acropolis this summer
and the rest had to be relocated 
to Beirut due to the events in 
the region.” With that Rima had
to end the phone call and say
goodbye as she was late for 
the theatre. “The Baalbek
International Festival has a play
on tonight at the Casino du Liban
with Gerard Depardieu and Fanny
Ardant.” I had the answer to my
question. These women do not
give up.  

-A.K.A.

Ann Kerr-Adams, Rima Shehadi 
and Rana Hadid 

Rima Shehadi and Rana Hadid
1998



Captain Saadallah Shalak, chief of security, arrived on
campus in 1991 in the wake of the destruction of College
Hall.  His friend and Internal Security Forces colleague
Ashraf Rifi, now Minister of Justice, had pressed him into
applying for the post insisting Shalak return from the
United States to apply. The AUB selection committee
shared Rifi’s opinion, and 22 years later the ever-vigilant
Shalak still presides over the safekeeping of AUB and
AUBMC.

Leading by example, Shalak talks of discipline, loyalty,
old-fashioned values and the power of education. From the
vantage point of his Main Gate office, he monitors campus
comings and goings, ready to apply his consummate
negotiating skills or enforce tactical solutions where
needed. Confrontation is not his style.  Diplomacy, good
intelligence and discretion are his preferred methods.

A highly trained police officer, Shalak overhauled and
expanded his “army without guns”, instilling it with a
sense of duty and responsibility. He fought a tough 
battle to remove cars from campus, upgrade the
educational level of the security officers, build
good relations with students and faculty alike,
and work closely with the AUB community to
keep the campus safe. “AUB has special security
needs because it is an academic institution
where freedom comes first, so the challenge 
is to maintain low profile security in order to
preserve the sense of freedom,” he explains.  

Looking back over the years Shalak says,
“I will never forget the first day I came
here and saw College Hall, the symbol of
the University, destroyed. In those days
the Office of Protection was marginal,
the security officers were simple gate
men, the students were out of control
and the campus was wide open to
abuse. I did not realize how
challenging it was going to be.
Now the Office of Protection is like
the blood in the veins of the
institution, providing continuous
support and security 24 hours a 
day. We became a sort of antenna 
for the University and it works.”
-M.A.

1110

Face to Face
Quiet Strength



“In the summer, I volunteered with the
Unite Lebanon Youth Project. They had
a project to help Palestinians, to teach
them the SAT. There was a boy who was
handicapped, from a refugee camp in
the north, Nahr Al Bared, I think. He
wasn’t able to move, walk, or write. And
he spoke slowly. I was supposed to help
him with movement and communication.
I wrote for him, explained things to
him. I still talk to him on Facebook. But
he is depressed because no one is
writing for him anymore.” 

This is how Farah Said, who was
awarded the newly established Kamal
Abdulrahman scholarship, spends her
summers and much of her free time.
She is an altruist and a giver, her voice
quavering with compassion. “I went 
to a camp and you see people living a
miserable life. I want to make their 
lives better.”

She likes stories of transformation. She
loves the Egyptian movie Hilm Aziz,
which centers on an ambitious
businessman initially willing to do
anything to make money, until his
father comes to him in a nightmare and
shows him the error of his ways. She’s
also a big fan of George Orwell’s
political allegory, Animal Farm, where

mistreated animals wrest power from 
a tyrannical farmer only to become
tyrants themselves. 

Her goal, she says, is to help transform
the lives of Palestinians living in camps.
Though she grew up in Lebanon and
doesn’t live in a camp herself, she
strongly identifies with her Palestinian
roots and remains committed to using
her AUB education to push for
Palestinian rights and better living
conditions in the camps. “When I
graduate, I will work for a firm first, 
but not in Lebanon. I’ll work abroad. . .
[Then] I will return to help the people 
in the camps,” she says. “I am part of
the Palestinian Culture Club. Last
summer, we did a protest in Hamra.
And we just did a sit-in at AUB.” 

Despite her precocious sense of justice
and commitment to activism, Farah still
manages to enjoy some of the life’s
simpler pleasures at AUB. “I like
spending time at Jafet Library and the
OSB cafeteria, because it’s on the sea. I
just like to look at the sea.” 

She laughs a lot when asked about how
she spends her time, as if shocked that
people might be interested in knowing
such things. 

Her favorite drink is sweet ice tea,
which she drinks about three times a
day, and her favorite game is Candy
Crush, though she’s kicked what she
describes as her “addiction” to the
game. “I was obsessed with it.” 

Could she have come to AUB without
the financial help she received? “I don’t
think I would have been able to go to
AUB without a scholarship. My parents
can’t afford the whole tuition. They 
can afford a bit, but not all, because 
I have other siblings.” The Kamal
Abdulrahman Endowed Scholarship
Fund was created with an $8 million
donation to AUB from Kamal
Abdulrahman Education Fund, the
largest single donation to a scholarship
fund in the university’s history. 
Farah’s gratitude toward AUB and 
those behind the scholarship knows 
no bounds. 

Inspiration  

Student News An unprecedented gift to financial
aid benefits an altruist and a giver
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Elections
Political pundits kept close watch on this year’s student election cycle. More students voted in this election than in any other during
AUB’s modern history.  

By the Books
SyLLABUS

This course teaches media and digital
literacy. Media Literacy builds students’
critical thinking skills and helps them
understand how news and media messages
are constructed; how the message is
influenced by political, economic and
commercial interests; how advertising
targets and persuades; how women (and
men) are sexually objectified; along with 
the influences of propaganda, media
ownership, and sectarianism.  We seek to
answer the following question: how does
one effectively analyze the media while
simultaneously appreciating the context
and the difficulties faced in creating news?

Digital Literacy, a recent concept that
emerged with the internet and social media,
aims to empower people not only as critical

consumers but also as critical producers of 
media and as civic activists, able to create
messages that reflect their ideas and
ideologies and advance their goals at a
personal or communal level.

CLASS tIMe

The class integrates critical thinking skills
with digital competencies. For example,
one theoretical lecture is on the power of
images and how to analyze and understand
their construction.  Students then critique a
magazine cover and come up with three
alternative images and discuss how these
may influence perception differently. Later,
they learn Photoshop and create these
alternative images to showcase their
analytical and digital skills, and post 
them online to get a reaction from their
peers and the general public. 

We also tackle issues like media
dependency, privacy and media addiction.
In one exercise, we ask the students to go
for 48 hours without using any media,
including cell phones.  It can be revelatory!

BIo

Jad Melki is the Director of the Media Studies
Program and Assistant Professor of
Journalism and Media Students at the
Department of Sociology, Anthropology and
Media Studies; he is an affiliated faculty with
the University of Maryland, Johns Hopkins
University, and the Salzburg Academy for
Media and Global Change in Austria. Melki
has a PhD in Journalism and Media Studies
from the University of Maryland; an MA in
Journalism and Mass Communications from
Kent State University and BSc in Computer
Science, University of Balamand, Lebanon.
- M.A.

By the Nu  bers

Course: Digital and Media Literacy (MCOM 202)

223 

7 

134,000  

7 Eligible voters who voted Number of polling stations

OSB: 23Twitter accounts exposed to 
the hashtag #aubelections 

Largest number of seats given to any 
single election pool. (FAS sophomores)

Students who ran for spots on the 
81-member Student Representative 
Committee

Nursing: 11

FM: 14

FHS: 14

FEA: 57

FAS: 77

FAFS: 27

70.2%  

Faculties who adopted 
electronic balloting this year 6 out of 6 Number of candidates per department/faculty



AUB AUB added a new photo.
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AUB Hostler Centre

 ramzikaddoura For swimming

 George Merhej Body building

 Melhem MQube Rooftop events... miss the 
old days. AUB’s best days really mayameheidli 
Activities Classes

 Fouad Jaffal Just walking on the green field

 joeynassar19 Best water polo place

 abu_allooll All the swimming meets…gym 
sessions…running…walking…watching games 
for other teams. Simply the best area on 
campus. It gives us (athletes and students) joy

 Zeina Azrak Basketball with my amigos Liana 
Rola

Nina ABou Ayyash Varsity table tennis 
training.

    

Like Comment Share

 Wael T Saab
Gaming with the gym buddies.

 Alexandra Irani
Learning how to wear a rubber cap 
with Georgina Manok in the pool and 
discovering peach butter. 

 Rayan Al-Ashi
Swimming at 7am with Alexandra in the 
stormy weather.

 Mohammad Saab
The swim after a long day at work.

 Rayan Al-Ashi
Where I met my new bf.

Since its opening in May 2008, the Charles W. Hostler Student Center
has played host to countless Big Games, intense competition, chance
encounters, loves, dramas, and even a little learning. It was
Ambassador Hostler’s dream to build this center for AUB students.
When the University announced his death in 2014, students responded
with an outpouring of their most memorable moments at the center.

iTag Tour

Inspiration  
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It’s unlikely that any AUB president 
has ever looked back on his time at the
University and found it uneventful. 
The role AUB plays in the Arab region—
championing the values of an
American-style liberal arts education—
predisposes it to attracting attention.
Add prolonged periods of regional
political and economic volatility to the
mix, and you have a job that calls for
individuals with geopolitical acumen
and diplomatic agility, a sense of what’s
at stake, and a keen optimism for
what’s possible. All this, along with a
mastery of American higher education,
places them in pretty rarefied company.

Peter Dorman arrived at AUB as John
Waterbury’s successor in 2008 with 
an impressive record of scholarly
achievement. One of the foremost
Egyptologists in the world, with deep
roots in Lebanon and a distinguished
career at The Metropolitan Museum of
Art and the University of Chicago,
Dorman’s recruitment was a coup for
AUB. As the great-great-grandson of
Daniel Bliss, the founder and first
president of AUB, his arrival on campus
was greeted with eager anticipation.
What has guided him throughout his
tenure as president is a deeply-held
belief in what a liberal arts education
does for individuals, and what those
individuals can do for society.

A Strong 
Moral 
Compass
President Peter dorman’s legacy at AUB



As he prepares to hand over the reins to
his successor and reflects on the past
six years, Dorman sees good things
ahead for AUB. “There’s still work to be
done,” he says, “but the foundations
are now in place.” 

Leadership Begets Leadership 

“Great university presidents don’t just
lead,” says Philip Khoury, Chairman of
the AUB Board of Trustees. “They also
have impeccable taste in recruiting
other outstanding academic leaders to
help achieve their vision.” To arrive at
his decision to hire Ahmad Dallal as
provost, Dorman considered Dallal’s
professional background, his profile 
as a scholar, and his reputation among
peers—all of which were exceptional.
But mostly, says Dorman, he had a
strong sense from their initial
conversation that Dallal was someone
who shared his core values and his
hopes for AUB, someone with whom 
he could work closely to make them a
reality. “From the beginning, Ahmad
and I communicated on a very deep
level about university culture,” 
Dorman says.

Dallal echoes these sentiments. 
“I remember going back after the
interview and telling my wife that this
is someone I could work with,” he says.
“I trusted his decency and civility, his
commitment to the humane principles
behind liberal arts education.” This
shared conception of what AUB can be,
and what needs to be done to get there,
translated into a six-year collaboration
that has yielded what the provost calls
“an unprecedented level of intellectual
vibrancy” on campus. 

The recruitment of Mohamed H.
Sayegh, who left a prestigious chair 
at Harvard to join AUB as Dean of the
Faculty of Medicine and Vice President
for Medical Affairs, was motivated by 
a desire for cooperation of a different
sort. “I got a very strong sense from 
Mo that he knew exactly what he was
talking about,” says Dorman. 

“I recognized that he would work best if 
I let him run with his vision, and we’ve
worked very well together.” 

With university leadership in place,
Dorman and his team embarked on the
urgent task of bringing AUB up to date.
“Unlike other universities, AUB lost
about fifteen years because of the Civil
War,” Dorman says. “Those were the
years when American institutions were
taking off, building endowments,
developing their research staff,
positioning themselves. And we sat out
those fifteen years. So the University
has been attempting to catch up with
the rest of the world ever since.” 

Institutional renewal

The stakes at AUB are high, and the
stakeholders many. “You’re not a 
small college out in some small town 
in the United States, but the premier
educational institution in Lebanon,”
says Dorman. “All eyes are on you. To
try and keep everyone on the same page
and have them understand what kinds
of changes in institutional culture are
necessary to push AUB into the modern
world—it has been challenging.”

Institutional integrity is the codification
of values into policy, or what Dallal
calls “the invisible infrastructure,
without which nothing can happen.”
And building it is hard work. He adds,
“This type of work isn’t flashy, and it
can be tedious. Implementation
requires persistence until it’s engrained
in the culture. But you can’t give up.”
You also learn quickly that opposition 
is par for the course. Like all university
presidents, Dorman was not immune 
to student protests on campus and
disagreements with faculty and
administration. What’s more, he
understood the resulting distrust 
and feelings of indignation. “As an
institutional commitment, all of us 
at AUB should be held to the highest
standards of accountability and
responsibility. Ethical behavior must 
be modeled every day, and at every
level of this university.”

Inspiration 

A young Dorman on his first trip to Egypt
1958
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As a result of the groundwork laid by
Dorman, Dallal, and others, AUB now
has standards of ethical conduct that
the University’s more than 5,000
employees can reference if the need
arises. It is the first institution in
Lebanon to create policies dealing 
with issues surrounding privacy,
discrimination, corruption, grievances,
sexual harassment, and research
integrity, and to endeavor to do so in 
an atmosphere of transparency and
tolerance. 

The outer landscape of AUB has also
changed in some conspicuous ways.
Philanthropic gifts have enabled the
construction of three new buildings, 
all dedicated in 2014. The Issam Fares
Institute’s eye-catching new home,
designed by Zaha Hadid Architects, 
was made possible by the patronage of
the Fares family; the Ray R. Irani Oxy
Engineering Complex on lower campus
is the first LEED-certified green project
to be completed in Lebanon, and the
Wassef and Souad Sawwaf Building 
at AUBMC is a four story multi-use
medical building that comprises an
important part of the Medical Center’s
2020 Vision expansion. 

AUB’s most ambitious fundraising
campaign ever seems a fitting project
for the man that Faculty and Arts and
Sciences Dean Patrick McGreevy calls
“a new kind of president.” Among his
many other duties, Dorman is the
“main fundraiser on campus,” says
McGreevy. In terms of financial aid
alone, the gains have been enormous.
In 2009, the president set a goal to 
raise $20 million for scholarships. 
Three years later, the campaign had
surpassed this goal, having raised a
total of $25.5 million from many donors.
The $9 million, eight-year MasterCard
Foundation Scholars program,
established in 2011, annually provides
full scholarships for fifteen
undergraduates in the Faculty of 
Health Sciences. 

In February 2014, Dorman helped
secure the unprecedented and
transformational $32 million gift for
AUBMC from Jamal Daniel’s Levant
Foundation. The following October, the
largest ever endowment for financial
aid came in the form of the $8 million
Kamal Abdel Rahman Scholarship Fund
for Palestinian students from refugee
camps. As the annual Contributors
Report for the past six years documents,
thanks to a growing community of
dedicated supporters, AUB’s
ambitions—and Dorman’s commitment
to making an AUB education more
affordable—are being rewarded. 

Perhaps nowhere are the fruits of
philanthropy quite so visible as at
AUBMC, where physical changes have
been particularly dramatic. This, too,
was long overdue. According to Dean
Sayegh, who has been the driving 
force behind AUBMC’s share of the
campaign, Dorman was indispensible
in securing the support of the Board 
of Trustees. AUBMC’s now-legendary
humanitarian spirit, particularly during
the Civil War, was until recently what
the Medical Center was best known for.
Today, thanks to the president’s and the

dean’s perseverance, AUBMC can also
boast financial sustainability for the
first time in its 146-year history,
according to Sayegh—a major
achievement, given its size and location.
It has established centers of excellence
in multiple areas, with a growing staff
of teaching professionals who are at the
top of their respective fields. It has
become a regional hub for patient care
in diseases that are a particular threat
to the Arab world. As a result of all of
this, more than 100 physicians from
leading medical institutions around the
world have returned to Lebanon and
AUBMC, revitalizing a workforce with 
a singular focus on the success of the
medical center.  

Liberal Arts and Academic excellence

“Peter is unique,” says Trustee 
Abdo Kadifa. “He brings a deep
understanding of the Middle East, 
both as a Westerner and as a native 
of Lebanon. He has an exceptional
appreciation for the challenges and
opportunities of the region, and how 
an American liberal arts education can
address them.” Indeed, a childhood in
the urban vitality of Beirut, as well as
the rural quiet of the Chouf where the
Dorman family spent their summers,
has made the outgoing president
attuned not only to what Lebanon
means to AUB, but what AUB means to
Lebanon. “Young people here tend to
grow up sheltered by families, often in 
a particular religious or ethnic context,”
he says. “An undergraduate education
like AUB’s is very important for
establishing convivencia, or
coexistence. Recognizing that we’re 
all part of the same community.” 

It’s part of the promise of the liberal
arts, and what makes it an educational
model so essential to the demands of
today’s world, pushing students to
rethink their assumptions. “The
exciting part of college is that you’re not
here to have a comfortable experience,”
says Dorman. Rather, students at AUB
learn to “think broadly, creatively,
inclusively.” He calls this “a form of
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‘soft power’ that comes with critical
thinking,” spreading humanistic values
that prize free speech and a healthy
dose of skepticism. 

In academic terms, the ability to think
beyond categories is embodied in
interdisciplinary study. As a result 
of the support and incentives created 
by the administration, research and
collaboration across disciplines have
flourished at AUB. “We are extremely
fortunate to have a powerful contingent
of faculty who demonstrate that they

have the ability to publish impressive
work and to undertake research that

makes an impact, not only in the
region but to global

knowledge,” he says. 

“The challenge is to try to locate
resources for them to double or triple
that effort. It’s very important for
faculty to know that they have the
financial resources and the time to
pursue research questions that can’t 
be answered in a year or two.”

Dorman has worked closely with the
Office of the Provost to extend the
standard appointment terms for faculty,
reduce teaching workloads, and come
up with a tenure proposal that will
allow faculty more time to pursue more
ambitious, longer-term research

projects, as well as give AUB an edge in
recruiting and retaining world-class
scholars. In addition to a rise in AUB’s
QS World University Ranking—from
over 500 in 2007 to 249 in 2014—the
numbers and quality of faculty
publications are the highest they have
ever been, more than twice the output
of all other Lebanese universities
combined. 

Dorman’s emphasis on
interdisciplinarity can also be seen 
in the growing prominence of centers
on campus that bring together 
scholars from different areas: the 
Issam Fares Institute for Public 
Policy and International Affairs, the
Asfari Institute for Civil Society and
Citizenship, the Farouk K. Jabre Center
for Arabic and Islamic Science and
Philosophy, and the Arts and
Humanities Initiative. “It’s the sort
of intellectual dynamism that cuts
across spheres,” says Rami
Khouri, senior policy fellow and
former director of IFI. “These
[institutes] strike me as important
symbols of what a great
university does—dealing with
the world and life as they really
are—multidisciplinary.”

The key to being an
outstanding research
institution, both Dorman and
McGreevy suggest, is to strike
a balance between research
and teaching. “In the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences, we’ve
always argued that
although the University is
moving toward becoming 
a research university, it
should not happen at the
expense of undergraduate
liberal arts education,” says
McGreevy. “I was worried
we’d become like Berkeley
where everyone goes to
classes with 500
students, and that 

Thanks to a growing
community of

dedicated supporters,
AUB’s ambitions–and
Dorman’s commitment

to making an AUB
education more

affordable–are being
rewarded.



the idea of writing and discussion
would be dropped by the wayside as 
we plunged into research and graduate
education.” This, however, has not been
the case. Dorman empowered McGreevy
to lighten FAS faculty’s class load, from
six courses per year to five, as well as
hire 20 new faculty since 2011 to teach 
a student body that has grown by 2500
in the past decade and a half. According
to McGreevy, “the level of support for 
FAS has been much higher than in the
past, and that’s one of Dorman’s big
contributions.”

AUB Across the globe

It’s little wonder that AUB’s alumni
comprise a vast network of prominent
individuals around the world, given the
storied achievements of the Lebanese
diaspora and AUB’s mission to create
independent thinkers. The Worldwide
Alumni Association of AUB is the
University’s conduit to the wider world,
with over 50 active chapters on five
continents. “It’s remarkable when you
think of it,” says Dorman. “It all began

with eight students. This university has
spread all over the world in a way that
few universities have done.” WAAAUB
enables an ongoing relationship
between AUB and its more than 55,000
alumni. Its members, many of whom 
are leaders in their respective fields,
stay abreast of developments at the
University and serve as its ambassadors,
advising prospective students,
mentoring current ones, and often
employing recent graduates. 

Launched the year before Dorman
assumed the presidency, WAAAUB 
has thrived under his support. He has
made it a priority to visit as many
chapters as possible, from Los Angeles
to the Maldives, and many locations in
between, where WAAAUB chapters led
by volunteers work hard to keep AUB’s
brand alive around the world. “My visits
to the different chapters are important
for the University,” says Dorman, 
who believes in keeping the lines of
communication open with alumni. The
experiences of graduates dispersed
around the Arab world provide a
bellwether for changing political,
economic, and social realities in the
region, helping AUB to create strategies
for better serving its needs. 

While AUB may have survived and 
even thrived during periods of great
upheaval, the uncertain political and
economic future of the region never
ceases to be a concern. For one thing,
AUB is no longer the only American
liberal arts institution in the Arab
world, with branches of American
universities now operating throughout
the Gulf states. But Dorman sees no
cause for concern. “I don’t think AUB
has serious competition in this part of
the world,” he says. “These are branch
campuses that are parachuted in from
the States. It will take them a long time
to become fully integrated in the
countries where they exist. Vibrant
universities must be tied very closely 
to local values and local culture. They
tend to be integrated physically, as well,

into the fabric of the city. That’s the case
with AUB—it’s part and parcel of Ras
Beirut.”

Dorman is willing to wager on AUB’s
continued preeminence in the region.
Following a yearlong sabbatical during
which he’ll complete two book projects
that he began before assuming the
presidency, he plans to teach in AUB’s
Department of History and Archaeology.
He will be resuming his academic
career just in time to celebrate AUB’s
150th year—a momentous time for any
university, and no small feat for one
that has lived through as much as AUB
has. And while Dorman may be inspired
by AUB’s longevity, he isn’t surprised.

“I always hark back to the comments of
one of our honorary degree recipients,
Elias Zerhouni,” he says. “He said that
universities are some of the longest
running and most durable institutions
in the world. If you look at the number
of governments from the last two
hundred years that are still standing,
there are only two. But if you look at the
number of universities that are still in
existence, it’s 75 percent. Universities
are institutions of cultural and
intellectual continuity and stability.
And that gives me hope.”

-N.Q.
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When Robert Haldane West arrived in Beirut in
1884, he planned to spend just three years at the
Syrian Protestant College before returning to the
United States. A recent Princeton University
graduate, he would hold many positions at the
College including English and mineralogy
instructor, professor of astronomy and
mathematics, director of the Lee Observatory,
principal of the Preparatory Department, treasurer,
and founding dean of what was to become the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences. Tragically, his tenure
with the College ended after only 23 years when 
he died suddenly at the age of 44.

West, born on October 6, 1862 in Cumberland
County, Pennsylvania, was one of nine children
born to William A. West and Jane McClelland
Waddell. He met and married his wife, Mary Alice
Crawford, in Beirut. Both Mary’s father and
grandfather worked for SPC. The couple had six
children: Margaret (b. 1892), William (b. 1894),
John (b. 1897), Frank (b. 1900), Anna (b. 1902), 
and Alice (b. 1903). 

West made a profound and lasting impression 
on his colleagues and students. Writing in 1914 
in Al Kulliyah1, Dr. Franklin A. Moore remembered
his former colleague as a man “singularly free
from selfish ambition, singularly devoted to the
welfare of his students and to the interests of the
College.” The one annual report that West wrote 
as founding dean of the Collegiate Department
makes clear his concern for students. In that
report, he stated that one of his goals for the
coming academic year (1906-07) was “to increase

the sense of personal responsibility on the part of
the teachers for the advancement of the individual
students under them.” He went on to explain:
“Many a teacher goes no further than his class
room, and, however excellent his work there may
be, it usually gives but a surface touch to the
individual student; whereas, an honest endeavor
on his part to comprehend and to meet individual
difficulties not only strengthens and directs many
a puzzled and befogged student, but creates an
atmosphere worth, educationally and morally,
more than all else besides.” 2

Robert Haldane West died of typhoid fever on
December 12, 1906 “mourned by his students 
and friends, and admired by all.”2

Cleveland H. Dodge, son of founding Trustee
William E. Dodge, pledged $53,000 for the
construction of West Hall, which was dedicated in
memory of Robert Haldane West on February 24,
1914. The building was completely renovated and
rededicated on February 24, 2003, exactly 89 years
later. Two of West’s grandsons, Professors Allen
and David West, who grew up in Beirut and
attended ACS, attended the rededication
ceremony. Although it has always been the
student building on campus, West Hall has
changed a lot over the years. At one time, it
included a roller skating rink that was 
illuminated by an octagonal skylight.3

1 Al Kulliyah Review, VI, 1933-37.
2 Fortieth Annual Report, page 27.
3 Nabeel G. Ashkar, “West Hall Story” AUB Bulletin, June 1994.
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Robert Haldane West,
founding dean of the
future Faculty of Arts

and Sciences, befriended
many a befogged
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27A Feat of Engineering The opening of the Irani  Oxy Engineering Complex comes at a time of
transformation and evolution at the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture.

26Under Discussion Economics Professor  Ramzi Mabsout (BBA ’02, BA ’03) provides insights into the
issue of wealth inequality in Lebanon.

24Pursuits
Creative water conservation; Lebanese food tourism in the Beqa’a and higher
Chouf; on-shore wind farms to battle rolling blackouts.

22Microalgae, 
Macro Potential 

Professors Youssef Abu Jawdeh, Youssef Mouneimne, and Kamal
Bouhadir (BS ’87) are collaborating to convert strains of microalgae
unique to Lebanon into super foods and fuels. 

23R+D Layla Y. Kamareddine (MS ’11), PhD (expected 2015) in cell and molecular biology,
finds that interpersonal skills can assist in the war on parasites that cause malaria.

Comic Pursuits
The Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arabic Comics Initiative brings
recognition to the Arab comic arts, with academic programs and the
Mahmoud Kahil Awards. 
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research, the arts, and current events

30AUB Spaces
Discover the Etching Lab, Department of Architecture and Design. Hassan
Zahreddine, a part-time instructor in printmaking, practices and promotes
artisanal techniques in a digital age.



Microalgae, Macro Potential
Having identified several strains of Lebanese
microalgae that show potential as super foods and
fuel sources, Youssef Abu Jawdeh, professor in 
the FAFS  Department of Agriculture, along with
Youssef Mouneimne, director of the Kamal A.
Shair Central Research Science Laboratory, and
Kamal Bouhadir, professor in the Department of
Chemistry, is looking to expand the scope of his
work and bring in new research and funding
partners so that AUB can become one of the
regional centers for algae studies. He believes 
that there is great potential for microalgae as 
a crop in Lebanon.   

The idea of cultivating these microbes isn’t new,
either in the modern or historical sense. Some
2,000 years ago, Chinese actively grew and ate the
Nostoc algae to survive famine. And since the
1950s, scientists and corporations have been trying
to exploit microalgae for medicinal and energy-
related uses. 

More recently, governments in China, the United
States, and Europe have been making sizable
investments in algae research for strategic
reasons, hedging their bets in case microalgae
turns out to be the next nutritional and energy
powerhouse. In 2013, the US Department of Energy
spread $16.5 million dollars’ worth of grants across
several universities and research companies
focusing on algae fuel research. Meanwhile, the
state-run Chinese Power Company announced a
plan in 2014 to build a $10 million commercial
microalgae farm. 

What differentiates Abu Jawdeh’s research from
what’s been going on around the globe is that he’s
focusing on algae strains mostly found in the
Lebanese ecosystem. “The EU would like to have
adapted strains for each region, if your strain is
adapted to the whole microenvironment, like my
water sources, my wastewater, you can reduce the
cost of production,” he says.  

Cost has been the major barrier to wider adoption
of algae-based biofuels. “We use a special type of
centrifuge to separate the microalgae from water,
like what you use to separate cream from milk.

Here in Lebanon, the biodiesel that we obtain is
full of pigments, like chlorophyll. It’s dark green 
at the beginning. It’s costly to remove these
pigments.” 

To make cultivation worthwhile, Abu Jawdeh
believes the focus needs to be on producing
microalgae for more economically sound
applications, like protein supplements or
medicinal agents, both of which can be sold at
high enough prices to cover production costs and
even generate a profit, something algae-based
biodiesel cannot currently do. It costs roughly $10
per gallon now. To be competitive, it would have to
drop to around $2 per gallon.

Abu Jawdeh believes AUB has great potential to
become a center for microalgae research. “We have
all faculties on one campus. We all know each
other. I have somebody that can test the algae for
animal feed. I have someone that can test it as a
fish feed, an inflammatory antioxidant property,
an anti-cancer agent, a skin treatment. So we have
a lot of research interests close by.” 

Several characteristics make microalgae attractive
as a fuel source. First, on the whole, algae
biodiesel is carbon neutral. For the algae to grow,
they need to suck in roughly the same about of
CO2 that’s released when their oil is burned.
Second, all the infrastructure for biodiesel already
exists: pumps, gas stations, factories that build
vehicles with gas tanks. Third, they produce more
fuel per crop space than other plants used for fuel,
like corn or jatropha. And finally, they’re
renewable.

The Lebanese Ministry of Energy recognizes
microalgae’s potential as well. FAFS’s graduate
student Samia Hamati, who works with Abu
Jawdeh, recently attended a renewable energy
conference that included Lebanese government
officials: “They liked the idea. But it’s hard. They
don’t have much research. Maybe they need time
to get used to it.”

Microalgae
produce more
fuel per crop

space than other
plants used for
fuel, like corn or

jatropha.
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Biggest discovery to date: Throughout my PhD
years, I have learned the importance of key skills
like effective communication, teamwork,
management, and critical thinking. Above all, I
have learned how to be patient and persistent. 

Where is this going? In 2011, the WHO reported
that there are around 500 million clinical cases
of malaria yearly; of those, 800-900,000 die of
the disease, mainly children below the age of
five. The main cause of the disease is the
Apicomplexan parasites of the genus
Plasmodium that are transmitted to man through
the bite of a few mosquito species belonging to
the genus Anopheles. 

The use of insecticides and chemotherapy to
limit the spread of malaria has encountered
major barriers. So scientists are searching for
alternative ways to control the disease. Aborting
parasite development in the mosquito is one
potential strategy that could block the
transmission cycle of the parasite. However, this
requires a deep understanding of the key
molecular interactions between the parasite and
its mosquito vector. The goal of my research is to
understand this host-pathogen interaction,
which is key to deciphering the comprehensive
immunity network used by the mosquito against
the malaria parasite. 

How I got here: I credit my mentor and thesis
advisor Associate Professor Mike Osta for
guiding me every step of the way, and my
parents for their continuous support.

What I’ll remember most about AUB: 

My working bench and the view of the sea from
the laboratory windows on the third floor of the
Biology Building!

Best moment of the day: The joy and relief that
sweeps through me when I get rewarding results
from my experiments at the end of the day, pack
up my stuff, and walk through campus and
enjoy the beautiful plants and trees lining the
paths.  

R+D
Layla Y.

Kamareddine

 PhD, Cell and
Molecular Biology,
expected 2015 



Zeinab Jeambey

Food Heritage Foundation

www.food-heritage.org 
Facebook: foodheritage

Instagram: 
@foodheritagefoundation

Lebanese Food 
tourism

Pursuits
This past year in Lebanon has been an
exceptionally dry one, so dry that the country’s
water authorities have started running ads calling
for water conservation. Still, most Lebanese are
not taking the issue of water scarcity seriously.
I’m not sure why, but I think it relates to some sort
of fatalism brought on by the current political
situation. 

To address this issue, I’ve been pursuing several
projects aimed at finding ways to use less water
and get the most out of water we use. Last
summer I traveled to Coahuila, Mexico to help
farmers grow fish using groundwater. In the past,

these Mexican farmers would pump water out 
of the ground to irrigate “low-level” crops, like
grass. I helped them design a system of fish tanks
that take in the groundwater, grow fish in it, and
then use it for irrigation. By adding this second
step, we’ve helped these farmers produce an 
extra 13-15 tons of fish per year, and their grass is
greener too, since it’s receiving more nutrient-rich
water. Meanwhile, here in Lebanon, I’ve set up
water collection systems around some of our
many air conditioning units. I plan to use this
water to grow fish and irrigate here as well, in 
an urban setting. 

The Environment and Sustainable Development
Unit (ESDU) at AUB and the Food Heritage
Foundation, in partnership with the Chouf Cedar
Biosphere Reserve are  establishing a food
tourism network in the west Beqa’a and higher
Chouf. Funded by USAID under the Lebanese
Industry Value Chain Development project
framework, this trail will connect ten villages
within the Chouf Cedar Biosphere Reserve and
will serve as a means of generating economic
activity in the area fueled by interest in the local
food heritage. 

Both the UN World Trade Organization and the
European Union believe food tourism will be 
the industry’s next big thing. Food trails are
pre-planned tours of the culinary scene of a

particular area, in this case west Beqa’a and
higher Chouf, offering hungry travelers the
chance to learn about the rural landscape through
food. Foodies can visit villages like Maasser el
Chouf or Aitanit and take part in apple, fig,
tomato and olive picking and sample fresh goat
dairy products. 

This project will not only help us connect with
our food heritage and learn about the origin of
our foods, but will also help support the work 
of local food artisans. Lebanese residents, the
Lebanese diaspora, and foodies would be our
initial audience, but the expection is that
Lebanon will become an important food 
tourism destination.

Electricity cuts in Lebanon are so endemic that
there is an app for tracking Beirut’s rolling
blackouts: it’s called Beirut Electricity and it’s
available on iTunes. At present, there’s simply 
not enough supply to meet demand. Lebanon
generates less than 1,600 megawatts of electricity,
but requires over 2,400 megawatts. To mitigate
this shortage, I am proposing the construction 
of an on-shore wind farm at Falougha, Dahr El
Baydar, Lebanon. The farm will include 30
turbines producing 2.05 megawatts each, or 61.5
megawatts in total. I estimate the total cost of

building the farm at $95 million, with
maintenance costs hovering around $2 million
based on local labor wages in Lebanon. 
We’ve already done significant work modelling
the design and construction of the farms. We
analyzed the proposed site’s topography, road
access, available electrical network connections,
how to pour the foundations, and how to install
the turbines. If the project moves forward, it will
be Lebanon’s first on-shore wind farm. All that’s
missing now are the necessary governmental
approvals and investors.  

Hiam Khoury

Assistant Professor
Department of Civil and

Environmental Engineering

on-Shore Wind Farms

Discoveries

Imad Saoud 

Associate Professor of 
Aquaculture and
Aquatic Science

Biology Department

Creative Water 
Conservation



Quiz

knowledge Bearers

From jazz compositions to mechanical computations, visiting professors bring fresh perspectives.

Match them with the courses they are teaching this semester.
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An introduction to some of the leading conceptual 
and methodological perspectives for the study of
transformations in human settlements. 

This course discusses the structure of the agricultural
harvesting and postharvest strategies within the
marketing system with emphasis on factors determining
farm level prices.

This course covers the evolution of American popular
music, from the jazz and swing of the 1920s and 1930s 
to hip-hop and electronic dance music of the late 20th
century and beyond. 

This course covers the essentials of supply chain
management and quantitative techniques needed 
for the planning and implementation of agribusiness
operations. It includes optimization of production 
and cost minimization.

A calculus-based introductory course in physics
designed primarily for students majoring in physics 
and engineering.

A survey of the Abbasid Caliphate from its establishment
in 750 to the Seljuk take-over of Baghdad in 1055. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

A City and Society

B Harvest and Postharvest
Issues and Strategies

C American Popular Music
from 1920s to Now

D Operation Management
for Agribusiness

E Introductory Physics II

F Rise and Fall of Abbasid
750-1055

Paolo orlandi
At AUB: Visiting Asst. Prof., FAS
Dean’s Office
Back home: freelance jazz drummer

nazanin Shahrokni 
At AUB: Visiting Asst. Prof., FAS
Dean’s Office 
Back home: Postdoctoral Academy
Scholar,  Harvard Academy for
International and Area Studies

tayeb el-Hibri
At AUB: Visiting Prof., FAS
History and Archeology
Back home: Professor of Arabic and
Near Eastern Studies, University of
Massachusetts Amherst

Charbel Madi 
At AUB: Visitng Asst. Prof., FAS
Physics
Back home: Research Engineer,
Intel Corporation

gumataw kifle Abebe
At AUB: Visiting Asst. Prof., FAFS
Department of Agriculture
Back home: Asst. Prof.
College of Agriculture, Hawassa
University (Awasa, Ethiopia)

ewen Cameron david todd
At AUB: Visiting Prof., FAFS 
Nutrition and Food Sciences
Back home: Lecturer, Department 
of Large Animal Clinical Sciences,
Michigan State University 

key:  orlandi, C; Shahrokni, A; el-Hibri, F; Madi, e; Abebge, B; todd, d

Arabic Collections Online (ACO) is a publicly
available digital library of public domain Arabic
language content. Funded by New York
University Abu Dhabi, this mass digitization
project will offer up to 15,000 volumes from NYU
and partner institutions over a period of five
years. AUB Libraries is one of five partners in
the project; the other four are the Libraries of
New York, Columbia, Cornell, and Princeton
universities. 

The exhibition “Trans-Oriental Monochrome:
John Carswell” (November 19, 2014 – February
25, 2015) was held at the AUB Art Galleries.
Named one of the 10 best art exhibitions of 
2014 by Beirut.com, it featured a series of
monochrome objects made in the 1960s by art
historian, artist, teacher, explorer, curator and
scholar of Near, Middle, and Far Eastern art and
culture John Carswell. It was a fitting tribute to a
much-loved teacher (AUB faculty, 1956-76) and
prolific artist. 

IN CASE YOU
MISSED IT.
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In 2014 Lebanon stood on the global
podium of wealth inequality. We are the
6th most unequal country in the world
in terms of wealth. Only countries such
as Russia, Ukraine, and Kazakhstan 
are more unequal than us. People 
here feel the inequity, they notice the
conspicuous consumption. But at the
same time, they’re resigned. They don’t
believe in the efficacy of the system, or
that they can access it to force change. 

As in other parts of the post-recession
world, wealth in Lebanon is
increasingly concentrated in the hands
of the few. Collusion between certain
political and business interests,
compounded by weak national
institutions, partly drives the country’s
exorbitant levels of inequality.
Meanwhile, the state is shackled 
with an unsustainable and growing
debt and doesn’t have the capacity 
to push for equitable redistribution 
and development. The state’s weakness 
in certain regions, and in some cases
total absence, prevents it from
providing basic public services, like
water, electricity, health services, and
even tax collection in many parts of 
the country. 

And then there’s the tax system.
Banking, corporate, real estate, interest
gain, and income taxes remain below

what fairness prescribes. The highest
income tax rate is 20%, far below that
of more equitable countries like Sweden
and France, where the highest income
tax rates are 60% and 45% respectively.
Income tax rates are so low, that sales
tax accounts for the majority of tax
revenue, and sales tax affects the poor
more than the rich. If my income is
$5,000 annually and I buy a car, the
sales tax I pay on that car represents 
a larger share of my income than it
would for a richer person.

Yet even though it’s pervasive, most
people aren’t focusing on wealth
inequality as an issue right now. There
are too many other, more immediate
concerns commanding people’s
attention, like the deepening political
crisis and the war next door in Syria.
Only Lebanon’s teachers’ union, the
Union Coordination Committee (UCC),
has made an issue of stagnant wages 
by protesting and forcing a temporary
shutdown of the country’s education
system. 

As far as change, I’m not optimistic. We
are facing too many pressing problems
right now and passive acceptance of the
status quo is the norm. In the short or
medium term, there is no threat of the
reversal of these wealth dynamics.

Under Discussion:
Lebanon’s Wealth
Inequality

Ramzi Mabsout

Professor
Department of
Economics

Discoveries 
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A Feat of
Engineering

The Ray R. Irani Oxy Engineering
Complex sits tucked away in the
northeast corridor of AUB’s campus, a
stone’s throw from the Mediterranean.
The building, which opened its doors
just in time for the 2014-15 academic
year, is itself an engineering marvel.
“The Irani-Oxy Engineering Complex 
is the first building in Lebanon
registered for LEED-NC certification—
the gold standard of ‘green design.’ 
It is designed to take advantage of 
its immediate environment, using 
a night-cooling strategy for energy
conservation and a water collection,
conservation, and recycling system 
to reduce water usage,” said AUB
President Peter Dorman at the
inauguration.  

The new complex also makes clear 
the Faculty of Engineering and
Architecture’s  emphasis on upgrading

its PhD programs; four of the nine 
PhD programs offered at AUB are in
engineering. Spacious research cubicles
sit on the top floor, providing a gorgeous
view of the sea. They also have access 
to high bay, an advanced facility within
the complex for conducting seismic
research, amongst many areas of study. 

The structure is another feather in the
cap for FEA, which has been a leader
on campus, and with university peers.
According to Dean Makram Suidan (BE
’71), the FEA boasts the highest student
cutoff scores at AUB, and its faculty
publish prodigiously in prestigious
journals (3.6 articles per year!).

The complex’s namesake, Ray R. Irani
(BS ’53) is a recognized pioneer in the
business and technical solution side 
of the global petrochemical industry. 

His connection to AUB, where his
father was a professor of mathematics,
spans much of the 20th century. “I have
been associated with AUB for my entire
life and it is truly humbling to now have
this permanent association with the
University, the faculty and this beautiful
campus,” he said.

The IOEC inauguration comes at a 
time of transformation and evolution 
at FEA. The faculty just introduced
three new programs in chemical
engineering, industrial engineering,
and construction engineering, as well
as a petroleum studies minor. These
come as a response to demand from
local industry for engineers with strong
industrial design skills. Proposals for
other programs, including a joint
petroleum and chemical engineering
program, are in works.



Comic Pursuits
“We have brought dad home,” said Dana
Mahmoud Kahil, daughter of famed political
cartoonist Mahmoud Kahil at the public launch 
of the Arabic Comics Initiative last October.
Mahmoud, who built his career in Lebanon and
the United Kingdom, returned to Lebanon and
AUB in spirit last October with the launch of the
Mahmoud Kahil Awards at the Villa Audi, Beirut
as part of the Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arabic
Comics Initiative. It appears that Arab political
cartoonists, having labored for more than a
century under repressive conditions, are finally
getting their due from higher education thanks 
to AUB. 

The initiative, sponsored by Mu’taz Sawwaf, 
an AUB trustee and longtime fan of Arab comics 
and editorial cartoons, will strike out in three
directions. “It aims to elevate and facilitate 
the interdisciplinary research of [comics and
cartoons], promote the production, scholarship
and teaching of comics, and to build an extensive
library of Arabic comics, one that is the first of its
kind in the entire world,” says Lina Ghaibeh, the
initiative’s founding director and a professor of
graphic design at AUB who teaches courses in
animation, stop motion, and graphics. 

The Mahmoud Kahil Award, which will launch
with an inaugural awards ceremony in November
2015, is part of an effort to promote comic art and
cartooning in the Arab world, as well as to educate
readers on the art forms: comics normally take the
form of sequentially juxtaposed images and text
that form a narrative, while editorial cartoons are
single images that often reveal indescribable
truths about current events or personalities. The
award honors Arab comic artists and cartoonists
producing work in one of five categories: editorial
cartoons, graphic novels, comic strips, graphic
illustrations, and children’s illustrations, with
prizes ranging from $5,000 to $10,000 dollars.
Additionally, two honorary awards will be given, 
a lifetime achievement award and a most
promising artist award. 

Ghaibeh points out that universities in the Middle
East lag behind their counterparts in the United

States and Europe in recognizing comic art and
cartoons as art forms worthy of serious academic
study. “With an abundance of scholarship on
comics in America, in Europe, and in Japan,
there’s very little research on Arabic comics. This
is partly due to lack of funding, but also to lack 
of attention, and the inexistence of an accessible
database of Arabic comics,” she says. “We have a
rich heritage dating back to the 1920s in Egypt,
Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and North Africa.” 

Meanwhile, AUB Libraries Director Lokman Meho
sees comics studies, which will combine both
comic and cartoons scholarship, as one more field
in which AUB can lead the way and believes the
initiative is making that possible. “We started to
think about collecting material on Arabic comics
several years ago. Our goal was and is to establish
AUB Libraries as the world’s largest and most
comprehensive repository of such material,
making AUB the destination for anyone interested
in studying or doing serious research on Arabic
comics. With the Arabic Comics Initiative this goal
becomes much more realistic: the AUB Libraries
received funding for purchasing material on
Arabic comics and for investing in computing
equipment to digitize the collection and make it
more accessible to students, researchers, and the
general public. It is hoped that the initiative and
the activities that will emanate from it will
encourage others to donate their collections to the
AUB Libraries and help in making these beautiful
social, cultural, artistic and historical treasures
accessible to generations to come,” says Meho.

So far the AUB Libraries Archives and Special
Collections Department has acquired several
hundred issues of Arabic comics series including
Ahmad, Majed, Little Loulou, al-Samandal, Samer,
Samir, Sindibad, Tin Tin, and Tok Tok magazine
from Egypt, Iraq, the Levant, and the Arab Gulf.
The libraries also seek to purchase other original
artwork from famous Arab cartoonists and book
illustrators, such as Bahgat, Bikar, Ahmad Hijazi,
Stavro, Hilmi el Touni, Hijazi, Mohieddine el
Labbad, Barrak Rima and Omar Khoury, as well 
as rare juvenile serials from the 1920s and 1930s.
Collections are preserved in the climate-controlled

“Our goal is to
establish AUB
Libraries as the
world’s largest
and most

comprehensive
repository [of
Arabic comics],
making AUB the
destination for

anyone interested
in studying or
doing serious
research.” 

– Lokman Meho

Collective



2928

sections of the Archives and Special
Collections stacks, while rare or brittle items
are housed in custom-made archival and
acid free enclosures. 

Though they are only now being canonized
in the halls of academia, political comics
and cartoons have a long history in the
region. Journalist Yaqub Sanu, a Syrian,
published the Arab press’s first political
cartoon in Al Tankit wa Al-Tabkit in 1877 in
Egypt. Arab cartooning’s creative center
remained in Egypt through the later part of
the 19th century and early part of the 20th,
before moving to Iraq in 1925 with the
launch of humorous newspaper Kannas 
Al Shawari. 

Since its introduction, the medium has
gained steady traction, becoming a staple of
many of the most widely read Arab dailies.
Much of this progression can be traced back
to the work of pioneering cartoonists like
Mahmoud Kahil, whose incisive and
unassuming style forced his audience to
reexamine, political and social issues.

Political cartooning in the Middle East is
undergoing a renaissance. The work of 
brave cartoonists like Ali Ferzat, a Syrian,
and Khalid Al Baih from Sudan, is enjoying
massive circulation and reprinting
throughout the Arab world. 

AUB is moving forward too with a series 
of next steps. The initiative will host an
exhibition titled Comics and the Curriculum,
planned for the spring of 2015, that will
emphasize the comics collection’s potential
as a multi-disciplinary teaching tool. There
will also be a symposium at the time of the
awards ceremony, workshops to engage
students, and co-publishing with Sawwaf’s
publishing house of a series of books on the
region’s comic artists and cartoonists.

AUB will be making
works from the
exhibition and the
collection accessible
online through the
libraries’ new Arabic
Comic Books guide at:
aub.edu.lb.libguides.
com/Arabic-comic-
books.

Custodian of her father’s
legacy, along with her
brother Nazmi, Dana was 
the driving force behind the
publication of According to
Kahil, a major book on the
work of the much loved
political cartoonist. Kahil
cartoons feature in the
archives of world leaders,
kings and politicians. His
extraordinary body of work
is to be the subject of
academic study and is the
inspiration behind the new,
AUB-based, Mahmoud Kahil
Award.



In the small, minimalist basement of the 
Dar Al-Handasah Architecture Building 
sits a large heavy-duty printing press. For
Hassan Zahreddine, a part-time instructor in
printmaking at AUB, it is both an instrument
of personal artistic expression and a teaching
tool. The Department of Architecture and
Design is on track to acquire a letterpress and
a stone lithography press in the near future,
the addition of which will result in Lebanon’s
first and only complete printmaking shop.

Printmaking, the work Zahreddine uses to
describe his chosen art form, is a catchall
term that covers relief work, intaglio,
planography, and stenciling; techniques
most graphic design students operating
strictly in the digital world are unlikely to 

be familiar with. “I introduce students to
things they won’t come across in other
programs.”

Outside the classroom, he prints personal
projects with the press for display in Beirut’s
art galleries. He also makes sure others have
free access to the press. “Some students come
back to use the space after they graduate.
Other teachers at AUB use the press also. 
One of my colleagues did a series of prints
that were exhibited in several places in
Lebanon and the Arab world.”

Zahreddine is wedded to an old art form 
at a time when digital work predominates. 
But he doesn’t lament this fact. “I don’t 
like to contrast techniques, digital versus

printmaking. What I like about the old
techniques is that they refer to something
historical, but still deal with very current
subject matter. It puts what you’re doing in 
a historical context.” 

When it comes to creating art, he prefers
spontaneity over planning and often looks 
to old photographs for inspiration. “I don’t
plan that much, because when I plan, I lose 
a lot of spontaneity. I find myself attracted 
to an element from a photo that leads me 
to another idea. I believe that if you have
something in your mind, it will appear 
in your work in a subtle way. I deal with
political or social issues in my work, but not
in a direct way. I don’t plan for it. It’s very
subtle.”

AUB 
Spaces

The Department 
of Architecture and
Design is on track to
host Lebanon’s first 
and only complete
printmaking shop.

etching Lab, department of

Architecture and design, Faculty of

engineering and Architecture
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Fighting Ebola at Home
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
Rima Khabbaz (BS ’75, ’79) explains the politics of preventing
pandemics.

35

34AUBMC News
AUBMC’s Medical Genetics Laboratory helps identify health risks 
long before symptoms are evident. The Champs Fund, in memory 
of Hicham El Hage, is making a difference by curbing hypertrophic
cardiomyopathy, a condition that leads to sudden cardiac death. 

32

Wellness
AUBMC 2020, health, and medicine

Mobile Clinics Continuing AUBMC’s tradition of bringing medical care to those in need  

36Check-Up: Keeping Women Well
Dr. Anwar Nassar (MD ’92) of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology emphasizes the importance of education and preventative
measures in women’s health. 

38Sahtein Zucchini roulades from Rosinne K. Chlala (BA ’72) can jazz up any spread.



Last December, as the number of
refugee children in the Beqa’a Valley
kept rising and new makeshift
settlements kept popping up in areas
with little to no access to healthcare
facilities or clinics, Dr. Mona Osman 
El Hage and her colleagues at AUBMC
had an idea: bring the clinics to the
children. And thus AUBMC’s mobile
clinic was born.

Beginning in December 2013, a large
white bus packed with medical
equipment and over 200 varieties of
medication started making regular 
trips from AUBMC to the informal
settlements where Syrian refugee
children sleep and learn. The full
convoy included the bus and a jeep
carrying AUBMC residents and nurses.
On Tuesdays the convoy made its way
to Beqa’a and on Thursdays to the
outskirts of Tripoli, leaving the campus
grounds at 7:30 am and coming back 
at 3 or 4 pm.

Syrian children and their parents 
would start lining up outside the large,
white tents bearing the UNICEF logo
early in the morning, with palpable
anticipation. For parents, it was a
chance for their children to receive
quality medical care, and for the
children, a chance to interact with
someone outside their normal social
circle of fellow refugees and NGO
workers. “The children were happy to
see us, happy to see someone coming
into the camp that wasn’t an NGO
person, and most of all, happy to get
one-on-one attention. Every child with
us got 10 to 15 minutes of one-on-one
attention,” says Khairat Al Habbal, a
family medicine resident at AUBMC.

By early January, 47 volunteers had
registered to participate in the mobile
clinic program, mostly residents and
staff from AUBMC, but a few from

outside the center. Volunteer doctors
would examine 10 to 15 children per
hours for four to five hours per visit;
these were targeted physical exams
aimed at detecting the most common
physical problems among school
children. Alongside the doctor would 
be a nurse checking vision, height,
weight, hair, blood pressure, and skin,
and another volunteer recording
demographic information.  

The most immediate problem facing 
the volunteers was the complete
absence of recorded medical histories
for the children. No one knew what
vaccinations, chronic conditions, or
medications the children had been
exposed to. 

Inside the camps, chronic maladies
more common among the elderly took
hold among the younger residents, 
a natural consequence of a raw
environment:  “On our first visit, 
we saw 40 children that had upper
respiratory tract infections, lingering
coughs, and fever. Infections require
antibiotics, so that’s what we gave
them, but they didn’t improve. Then 
it occurred to me to ask about living
conditions. It turned out that they only

became symptomatic at night, after
sunset because they were burning
plastic bags, tires, and old shoes for
heat and breathing in the fumes. They
still burn them, but farther away from
where they sleep,” says Al Habbal.  

Not only is heat lacking, but basic
plumbing as well, which creates
another set of problems. “In one of 
the camps most of the kids were
constipated because they only had one
toilet and 200 people might need to go
at a time. We asked them to build more
toilets, but this settlement will install
more toilets,” says Al Habbal.  

Poor living conditions have spawned 
a premature sense of fatalism and
hopelessness among the children. “I
ask every child a very simple question:
what do you want to be when you grow
up? And they never have an answer, not
one of them. They just go blank. They
are a lost generation.”

A report for January and February 2014
notes that of the 945 children examined
over those two months, 22% showed
signs of tooth decay, 21% had lice, 
and 18% had respiratory problems,
including upper respiratory tract
infections, pneumonia, and bronchitis.
Another 9% had skin problems, such 
as scabies and fungal infections. 

Volunteers like Al Habbal and Issam
Shaarani, chief resident in family
medicine at AUBMC, know they can’t
solve all of these children’s problems,
but they take heart in being able to
make some impact.

After a successful six month run, the
program ground to a halt in July when
security conditions at the settlements
worsened following a small battle in
Arsal and the kidnapping of Lebanese
soldiers. The families of the kidnapped

I ask every child 
a very simple
question: what 

do you want to be
when you grow up?
And they never have
an answer, not one

of them.

Impact  

Mobile Clinics
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began protesting and the military
responded with checkpoints and
searches of the settlements. “We were
not going to Arsal. But we were close, 
in mid and west Beqa’a and the security
situation was deteriorating,” says 
Dr. Mona Osman El Hage, the program’s
administrative chief. 

But the decision was more preventative
than reactionary. No volunteers had
come to any harm, and for most part,
they felt extremely welcome and safe. 
“I never felt unsafe,” says Khairat, “But
I don’t watch the news.”

Though the abrupt stop was
unplanned, the program was not meant
to carry on forever. Limited time and
resources made it unlikely that the
clinic would outlast the camps
themselves. “We knew the program

would stop, so we didn’t treat chronic
diseases because that would affect
them when we stop,” says Shaarani.
AUBMC estimates that 54% of the
children in these camps suffer from
chronic diseases. 

Access to medical care, slightly
improved with the operation of the
clinics, has been scaled back to almost
nothing. Doctors Without Borders and 
a few other medical NGOs serve the
area, but their resources are extremely
limited and their patient populations
are vast.   

Funding for the mobile clinic project
mostly comes from private donors
coordinating with AUB’s Development
Office. Ajialouna, a Lebanese NGO
promoting access to healthcare and
education for the poor, provided the

bus that was transformed into a 
clinic, and AUBMC secured access to
settlements through an agreement with
another NGO, Beyond, which continues
to administer the settlements’ schools
and coordinate with whatever medical
care providers they can. 

But all hope is not lost, Dr. Osman 
and her colleagues are in talks with
another NGO to provide healthcare 
in more permanent settlements in
Mount Lebanon where the security
situation is more stable. An official
agreement has yet to be finalized, but
may be forthcoming. “The idea,” says
Dr. Osman, “was to start educating
these children on health issues, but 
we didn’t start that. We stopped before
starting. But we might start in this 
next phase, if it works out.”

Left to right: Doctors,
nurses and volunteers
depart in haste from AUB
campus. Traversing two
paths, they carry medical
aid in hope of alleviating
the refugee children’s
suffering. The mission
achieves its purpose and
hope finds happiness and
well-being in the children.
Salma Nizar El Turk 
(Class of 1980)
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As the Beirut Marathon got underway
this year, the experience of Hicham El
Hage, a 15-year-old who collapsed and
died on the football field as a result of
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, a heart
condition that leads to sudden cardiac
death, surely weighed heavily on some
spectator’s minds. But marathoners have
a reason to feel upbeat about this year’s
race, as at least some portion of proceeds
from the event go to Champs Fund, a
charitable organization founded in 
El Hage’s honor at the AUB Medical
Center that aims to raise awareness of
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and to
develop a cardiac screening program 
for early detection of heart disease in
young athletes.  

The Fund lobbies for mandatory pre-
participation examinations, including

cardiac screening, for all athletes in
schools, universities, and professional
teams. AUB has the distinction of being
the first university to make this pre-
participation exam mandatory for varsity
student-athletes. In November, AUBMC’s
department of Family Medicine, together
with the Champs Fund, offered free heart
screenings for athletes between the ages
of 12 and 24.

Beyond the screenings, the Fund also
aims to train professionals who might
interact with young athletes, such as
healthcare workers and coaches, in 
the early identification of cardiac risks,
as well as in the use of CPR and 
heart defibrillators during medical
emergencies. Those in need of screenings
and treatment, but unable to afford it,
can apply for aid from the Fund.

tackling a killer

AUBMC News
“Here we refer to the post-Angelina Jolie
era,” says Chantal Farra, head of the
AUBMC Medical Genetics Lab. “When 
I first heard the news about her brave
decision to have a double mastectomy 
I wondered whether we would see a
difference in our testing for the breast
cancer genes BRCA 1 and BRCA 2. A few
weeks later we saw referrals increase.
Many Lebanese women were brave and
took the decision to do the test to save
their lives and their families.”

AUBMC’s Medical Genetics Laboratory
offers more services than any other
comparable medical facility in Lebanon
and plays a pivotal role in helping to
identify those at risk for genetic
disorders. The lab also consistently
updates and modifies its services to
address patients’ needs. Most recently,
Farra and her team introduced pre-
implantation genetic diagnosis or PGD,
which involves scanning the genetic
profile of an embryo for genetic disease
prior to implantation. 

“We are proud of the lab. We offer all
the tests, pre-natal, post-natal, DNA
analysis for genetic and inherited
disorders, cytogenetic analysis,
molecular cytogenetics, and so on,”
says Farra.  

In a consanguineous society like
Lebanon, genetic disorders such as
cystic fibrosis, spinal muscular atrophy,
sickle cell anemia, and thalassemia are
common. Even extremely rare genetic
disorders such as [insert example]
appear far more often than in many
other countries. This means that
demand for the lab’s services is high.

“We have a counseling clinic for genetic
diagnosis and we do research specific to
our own the population,” Farra adds.
“For example, we did a study on cystic
fibrosis and found mutations that are
most common to our population, rather
than rely on a test from Europe that
does not fit our population. Thus we
also compile our own database.” 

Lifelines

Learn more:
www.facebook.
com/CHAMPS
FUNDAUBMC



Fighting
Ebola at
Home

An aid worker on leave steps off a plane at
Beirut’s Rafic Hariri International Airport.
He’s coming from Liberia where he’s spent
the last three weeks helping prepare
makeshift Ebola treatment centers and
advising patients. Given his work and
country of origin, he must submit to a
mandatory screening for Ebola. The airport
doctors take his temperature and check his
skin. He has a slight, but rising, fever and
rashes on his arms. All signs point to Ebola.
Where does he go now? 

Well, if he’s in the Beirut metropolitan area,
he has two choices: Rafic Hariri University
Hospital and the American University of
Beirut Medical Center. Thus far, the
Lebanese Ministry of Health (MOH) has
determined that only Rafic Hariri and
AUBMC will receive Ebola patients, with
Rafic Hariri being the frontline facility and
AUBMC acting as a backup treatment center.
When it comes to new viruses with
pandemic potential, central governments
tend to get involved, setting guidelines, 
and negotiating with public and private
hospitals to determine who can do what 
and who’s willing to do what. 

“Hospitals are not all the same. States and
cities select hospitals based on ability and
willingness. Some hospitals may not be
willing to [treat Ebola patients],” says Rima
Khabbaz (BS ’75, ’79), deputy director of
infectious diseases at the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia. The CDC
segments hospitals willing to house Ebola
patients in any capacity into two categories:
assessment hospitals and treatment centers;
assessment hospitals screen for Ebola and
treat the first 96 hours’ worth of symptoms,
while treatment centers provide
comprehensive care for fully symptomatic
patients.

Lebanon’s Ministry of Health considers its
two designated ‘Ebola’ hospitals, Rafic
Hariri Hospital and AUBMC, to be
comprehensive care centers, making no
distinction between an assessment hospital
and a treatment center. 

According to the CDC’s website,
“functioning as an Ebola assessment
hospital will be a decision made between
state and local health authorities and the
hospital administration.” The CDC spells
out exactly what capabilities a hospital
needs to have in order to become a

designated Ebola assessment hospital.
Assessment centers must have “a private
room with an in-room dedicated bathroom
or covered bedside commode, equipped
with dedicated patient-care equipment,
including separate areas immediately
adjacent to the patient room: one for 
putting on personal protective equipment
(PPE) and one for it taking off.”  

As far as PPE, healthcare workers need 
to have access to powered air purifying
respirators (PAPR). These are battery-
operated breathing masks that
automatically pass outside air through 
a HEPA filter. They must also wear fluid
resistant disposable outerwear that 
gives the impression of a hazmat suit. 

Becoming a treatment center, of which 
there are currently 35 in the United States, 
is slightly more involved. There still has to
be an agreement between state and local
government officials and hospital
administrators, but the CDC has to sign off
on it after performing an on-site inspection
of the hospital. 

Beyond the strict capabilities assessments,
business and politics can enter the picture.
“Some hospitals may not be willing to
become treatment centers. They view it as 
a resource drain,” says Khabbaz. “Some
receive public funding that stipulates that
they’re going to provide this kind of care.
Others have wanted to [become treatment
centers] for prestige.” Treating Ebola is not
good business from a hospital’s perspective.
Setting up treatment facilities is extremely
costly. It cost New York City $20 million to
treat its first patient, and while the city put
up the cost, in many cases, there’s no clear
mechanism for determining who owes what.  

So why would some hospitals volunteer to
become treatment centers? Altruism?
Publicity? The answer is not always clear,
but no one hospital has to decide on its
own. Though no Ebola cases have been
diagnosed on Lebanese soil as of yet, the
country remains on high alert after a false
alarm involving a Lebanese man coming
from West Africa was suspected of carrying
the virus when he arrived in Beirut last
October. If Ebola does reach Lebanon, and
some healthcare professionals say it’s more
likely to be when than “if,” AUBMC will be
ready.
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Don’t touch 
animals

Don’t touch 
infected wounds

Don’t touch 
dead bodies

No contact with
infected people

Wash hands often
with detergent

Boil water

Boil infected people’s
clothes using gloves

Go to hospital when
infection is suspected

Burn used syringes



Check Up: 
Keeping Women Well

Q. What is your role at AUBMC?
A. I am a professor and chairman of 

the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology (Ob/Gyn). My
subspecialty is maternal fetal
medicine, a field of obstetrics
concerned with high risk pregnancy
and prenatal diagnosis.

Q. What is the range of services
offered by the department?

A. We offer a very broad range of
services, and where there are gaps,
we intend to fill them. Apart from
general Ob/Gyn care, prenatal care,
and delivery, our team, which
includes premier specialists,
provides a range of services in 
the following subspecialties: 

• Urogynecology, a relatively new
subspecialty that addresses 
disorders of the pelvic floor in 
women. Problems may include 
urinary incontinence, voiding 
difficulties, pelvic organ 

prolapse, and “dropped” uterus, 
bladder, rectum, or vagina; 

• the gynecologic oncology team
provides state-of-the-art diagnoses
and treatments for women with
gynecologic cancer;

• Maternal Fetal Medicine (MFM).
In addition to the MFM specialists,
our team includes geneticists,
pediatric specialists—cardiologists,
cardiac surgeons, and
nephrologists—and pediatric
surgeons. Sick babies are taken
care of in a dedicated intensive
care nursery with cutting-edge
facilities and highly qualified
neonatologists;

• the Prenatal diagnosis Unit
offers specialized expertise in
ultrasound imaging, prenatal
diagnosis, and invasive fetal
procedures, such as amniocentesis,
CVS, fetal blood sampling,
intrauterine transfusion, etc.;

• the reproductive endocrinology
and Infertility team is committed
to helping patients find ways to
achieve pregnancy using a range 
of assisted fertility techniques;

• Cutting edge minimally-invasive
surgery, which also includes a new
pioneering technique known as
Robotic Assisted Laparoscopic
surgery.

I would also like to stress that in the
day-to-day running of obstetrics we
strive to make the woman aware of
everything she should know before,
during, and after her pregnancy. 
We have been doing this through
workshops and seminars. We held
our first “My Path to Motherhood”

workshop on March 8, 2014,
International Women’s day. Our
second was on December 13, 2014.
The workshop targets women and
their spouses and covers a wide
range of topics from preconceptional
counseling to postpartum care using
a multi-disciplinary approach. 

Here, I really want to stress
preconception care. Most of the time,
due to the lack of education in this
area, patients only come to us after
they become pregnant, when in fact,
they should approach their ob/gyn
physician before conceiving.

Women need to be aware that they
should take folic acid one to three
months prior to conception to avoid
fetal malformations. This is critical.
Before becoming pregnant, the
patient needs to know whether she
is immune to rubella, varicella and
so on, and if not, she needs to be
vaccinated. In other words,
preconception care is vital.

After that we stress the importance
of milestone tests to verify the health
of both the baby and the mother.
Frequent prenatal care improves
outcomes. It is as simple as that. And
while the World Health Organization
accepts a basic minimum of four
visits, we encourage women to come
more often.

We also educate our patients about
proper nutrition, what to expect,
what to do, and what not to do
during the intrapartum [pregnancy]
and postpartum [after delivery]
stages. We are trying to encourage
the spouses to participate. In the 
last workshop we expected 100
participants, but welcomed 140, 
of which at least 25 were spouses. 

MainGate talked to to AUBMC’s dr. Anwar nassar (Md ’92) of the department of obstetrics and gynecology. 

Dr. Nassar completed a residency in
Obstetrics and Gynecology at AUB in 1996 
and a fellowship in Maternal and Fetal 

Medicine (MFM) at the University of Miami 
in 1998

Wellness
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Q. you’ve spoken a lot about
obstetrics and emphasized the
need for preconception awareness
and preparation, as well as regular
tests. What do you see as being
especially important when it
comes to gynecology?

A. One of the most important things 
is preventive medicine and taking
advantage of tests that are available,
especially when it comes to cancer.
We have screening tools for some
cancers such as the Pap smear for
cervical cancer, the mammogram for
breast cancer, and the colonoscopy
for colon cancer. However, screening
for ovarian, vulva, or vaginal cancer
does not exist yet. 

I always tell my patients that 1 in 8
women are at risk of being diagnosed
with breast cancer. In our region, the
median age group for breast cancer
is lower than that in Western
communities; hence the need for
adequate screening. We also need to
know if there is a family history of
breast cancer, and if so, we need to
start screening 10 years ahead of the
age at which the family member was
diagnosed with breast cancer. 

In essence, our role is to convince
women to do tests to save
themselves. We recommend
colonoscopies after the age of 50 as 
a way of checking for colon cancer.
Ovarian cancer is trickier, but during
pelvic examinations, it is possible to
feel fullness in the ovary or perhaps
to spot a mass or fluid buildup. With
regular checkups, the gynecologist
could be aware of changes or spot
signs that might need further
investigation. This is why we say 
an annual checkup is a must. We
cannot stress this enough. 

By way of reinforcing this, and upon
our patients’ suggestions, we have a
gynecologic symposium planned for
March 2015 to provide women with
information on preventative tests
and treatments like the Pap smear
and mammogram, HRT, colonoscopy,
bone density test, and so on. Often
the Ob/Gyn specialist is the only
medical professional a woman sees
on a regular basis and as such, she
relates to us almost as her primary
healthcare provider. As a result, we
encourage referrals for these tests,
and remind her about her booster
vaccines and so on. 

Q. Are there other areas of treatment
or prevention that women need to
be more aware of?

A. We have a pretty comprehensive
range of services and we are adding
to them all the time. We offer all the
latest fertility options and genetic
testing for abnormalities and
predispositions, like sickle cell
anemia and thalassemia, which are
both prevalent in our area. New
subspecialty clinics will include a
mother and child care program to
improve perinatal outcomes; an
integrated sexual health clinic,
including a gynecologist,
psychologist, and sexologist; and a
geriatric clinic for postmenopausal
conditions.

-M.A.

I always tell my
patients that 1 in
8 women are at
risk of being

diagnosed with
breast cancer. . .
our role is to

convince women
to do tests to save

themselves.



The Vasular Medicine Program announced the
completion of the recruitment and
data/specimen collection phase of the Greater
Beirut Area Cardiovascular Cohort. This will
provide the foundation for future studies for
Lebanon’s number one health risk,
cardiovascular disease. The project is a
collaboration between FM, FAFS, and FAS. 

AUBMC’s Department of Pathology and
Laboratory Medicine was reaccredited by the
College of American Pathologists (CAP) based on
the results of an onsite inspection last summer.
The CAP Laboratory Accreditation Program is an
internationally recognized program and the only
one of its kind to utilize teams of practicing
laboratory professionals as inspectors. 
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IngredIentS:

• 3 zucchini (about ½ pound each) sliced
lengthwise into ¼” slices

• 1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
• 1/8 tsp salt and a pinch of freshly ground

pepper
• 1/8 tsp garlic powder
• 1 large red pepper, julienned
• 2 oz. goat cheese (1 tsp per roulade) or 

4 slices fresh mozzarella cut in half

PrePArAtIon:

Discard the outermost slices of the zucchini and
brush the rest of the slices with olive oil. Season
(gingerly) with salt, pepper and garlic powder.
Place on preheated grill pan for about 3 minutes
per side or until tender. Have on hand julienned
red pepper and choice of cheese. Put 1 slice of red
pepper and cheese at one end of zucchini and roll
up. Place seam down on platter.

Arrange on platter in a pyramid to show off colors
or serve as an hors d’oeuvre with a decorative
toothpick!

good For yoU?

Thuraya Baalbaki (BBA ’84), Managing Director,
Lively LLC in Dubai weighs in:

Zucchini or courgette is a summer squash that
comes in different colors and sizes. There are
many varieties of summer squash including
cousa, yellow summer squash, and zucchini.
Known to be low in calories, and rich in fiber,
vitamin C, B vitamins, potassium and carotene,
summer squashes have anti-oxidant and
anti-inflammatory properties that  help boost
immunity and reduce the risk of certain types 
of cancer. In general, the richer the color of the
squash, the richer the concentration of the
antioxidant carotene. Zucchini roulades is a
creative way to reap the health benefits of these
nutritious squashes!

Number of Servings: 8
Calories per serving: 62 
Protein: 3 g
Carbs: 3.5g
Fat: 4 g

Send your recipe
submissions to
maingate@aub.edu.lb

Sahtein
Zucchini roulades

Wellness

IN CASE 
YOU 
MISSED IT.

This dish is fresh and festive, and it fits right in with Lebanese cuisine. Rosinne K.
Chlala (BA, ’72) is managing partner of Festivities in Norfolk, Connecticut
[www.festivitiesevents.com]. Her culinary philosophy is to combine premium
ingredients in innovative and exciting ways, while maintaining a comfortable
approach to fine dining. Zucchini roulades look good on any table. Plus, they’re
relatively guilt-free! 



Home Sweet Sierra Leone Introducing a series on the lives of Lebanese ex-pats around the world,
starting with West Africa.  

Impact
regional impact, advocacy, and policy initiatives

Taking Health to Heart
On its 60th anniversary, the Faculty of Health Sciences is taking the
public’s health to heart: from food safety to drug abuse, the faculty is a
regional health advocate for one and all.

48Mapping a Future Village Maps: a new initiative from AUB’s Nature Conservation Center (NCC)
aims to rejuvenate village life.

43

46Come One, Come All Inside and outside the classroom, a wave of student volunteers finds
enthusiastic partners and meaningful projects. 
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The assertion is familiar: “There’re more Lebanese
abroad than in Lebanon! There are only four
million in Lebanon, but there are . . .” And here’s
where you fill in the blank: Six million living
overseas? Twelve? Fourteen? Are one million of 
the nine million denizens of São Paulo, Brazil,
really of Lebanese origin? Are there 150,000
people of Lebanese extraction in Montreal, or
80,000 in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire?

There’s no way to know. But almost anywhere you
travel, it won’t be long before you’ll come upon a
Byblos restaurant where you can find kafta that
tastes like home, or an Al Arz mini-market where
you can pick up a kilo of Najjar coffee or a litre of
Beirut honey.

For sure, lots of Lebanese live in lots of other
places. Most emigrated in three waves, beginning
in the late 19th century, as conditions in the
Ottoman Empire worsened. The next wave
followed World War I. The Lebanese Civil War
drove hundreds of thousands away between 1975
and 1991. They’ve all been welcomed to varying
degrees, and most have been fairly successful,
living up to the adage that if you throw a Lebanese
(who were sometimes referred to as “Turks” and
sometimes as “Syrians”) into the sea, he will
emerge with a fish.

Equally certain is the fact that most come home—
sometimes for a few months in the summer,
sometimes to find a wife or educate their children,
sometimes for good.  Whatever their passport,
most never forget that they are, first and foremost,

Lebanese. This essay is the first in a series about
the Lebanese alumni diaspora.

The numbers, hundreds of thousands and
perhaps millions of Lebanese expats in West
Africa, may be difficult to determine, but their
affection for the region is widespread. This might
be puzzling to those who know anything about
West Africa, given the recent turmoil in Guinea
and Nigeria, and protracted civil wars in Sierra
Leone, Côte d’Ivoire, and Liberia. Ziad Hamoui
(BS ’00, BBA ’02), a fourth generation Ghanaian
with roots in Tripoli, explains that most Lebanese
are inured to such civil strife and insecurity.
“Being Lebanese,” he explains, “teaches you a lot
of survival skills. Adham El Khalil (BS ’85), who
has worked in Côte d’Ivoire since 1989, echoes
this sentiment, saying, “When you’re Lebanese,
all these problems seem trivial.”

Lebanese began arriving in West Africa in the late
19th century, though it wasn’t always by choice.
“Many of the early immigrants hadn’t wanted to
go there and claimed that they were just thrown
off the boat on their voyages from Istanbul or
Marseille, when they were hoping or expecting to
go to America. Everyone I asked for my research
said something about how their father or
grandfather was tricked or didn’t have enough
money to continue their journey to the New
World. We just don’t have good archival material
to validate these anecdotes,” explains Lina
Beydoun (BA ’90). Beydoun grew up in Sierra
Leone and has studied the Lebanese experience
in West Africa. 

Home
Sweet
Sierra
Leone

Impact  



For Adham El Khalil, Côte d’Ivoire 
was a logical choice. El Khalil studied
agriculture at AUB and worked on
family-owned plantations in south
Lebanon for several years. “This was
during the Civil War,” he explains, “and
the businesses were not very lucrative. I
had cousins working in Côte d’Ivoire, so
I decided to leave in 1989. The situation
just seemed hopeless. The airport was
closed, so I rode an army helicopter to
Cyprus to get here.”

Another expat, Faysal El Khalil (BA
’69), traces his roots in West Africa to
the early 20th century. He knows
exactly how his father, Mohamad, got to
Lagos. Mohamad had left his southern
Lebanese village, Hasbaya, for Mexico
in 1910. Having done well enough, but
not as well as he had wanted, he sailed
for Marseille, planning to catch a ship
to Lebanon. “There in Marseille, he met
a newly married Lebanese couple. They
told him they were going to Nigeria.
‘Where’s Nigeria?’ he asked. They told
him it was in Africa where there were a
lot of black people, and there was gold
in the streets.” So he joined the couple
on the next ship to Nigeria and, through
connections with his new friends’
relatives, found work with a British
textile trading company. 

Many early Lebanese migrants worked
closely with the British colonial
operation, so much so that native Sierra
Leoneans associated Lebanese
businessmen with colonial oppression.
These “Syrians”, as they were known,
were characterized in Graham Greene’s
1948 novel, The Heart of the Matter:

“What do the Syrians do?” the
newcomer asks a British official. 

“Make money,” the official responds.
“They ran all the stores up country, 
and most of them here, too.”

The first overt hostility towards the
Lebanese expat community came in
1919, with the riots in Sierra Leone;

locals attacked Lebanese businesses
owners, blaming them for their lack 
of economic opportunity.  Antipathy
against foreigners was later formalized
in Sierra Leone’s 1962 constitution,
excluding people of “non-Negro African
descent” from citizenship, regardless of
place of birth or time spent in country.
(See Beydoun, African Conflict and
Peacebuilding Review, Vol.3, #5, 
Spring 2013, pp.112-143)

Ever resourceful and adaptable,
Lebanese ex-pats’ work has varied,
often involving a wide range of
businesses.

Faysal El Khalil’s father, Mohamad,
made his way up the economic ladder,
having, El Khalil explained, “learned
how to trade in Mexico.” He began by
selling textiles for a British firm, then,
supported by the firm, he created a
trucking company. “El Khalil Transport,
Ltd. became the biggest road transport
company in Nigeria,” El Khalil says,
providing his father and the brothers
who joined him with the capital to
diversify. First, they got the 7-up
franchise for the country, then they
bought out the Pepsi-Cola franchise,
gradually acquiring other businesses.
Today Faysal El Khalil  is the chairman
of Seven-Up Bottling Company, Plc.

It was Ziad Hamoui’s great-grandfather
Said Hamoui who arrived in Accra in
1926. His grandfather, Mustapha, was
just two years old.  He would spend
most of his life in Ghana. His
grandfather’s son—Hamoui’s father—
Malek is currently the chairman of
Tarzan Enterprises, Ltd., for which
Hamoui works. Tarzan has, over the
years, diversified from being a road-
transport company to one that provides
warehousing, container handling, trade
and real estate.

Adham El Khalil, whose wife, Suad,
was born to a Lebanese family in
Senegal,  is the CEO of Eurofind
Participation  and works with family

businesses involved with industrial
activities such as steel and food and
beverages.

Beydoun’s father emigrated to Sierra
Leone in the mid-1960s and worked 
in furniture production and building
materials.

Financial success was, if not the
rule among Lebanese in West Africa,
certainly part of the Lebanese ex-pat
legend. “When I went to AUB 
in the late ’80s,” Beydoun says, “I
applied for financial aid twice, but 
was told, ‘Oh, well. You’re from Africa,
so you have a lot of money.’”

All of this leads, of course, to the
question of identity. Just who are these
ex-pats? Are they Lebanese? Are they
West African? Are they, somehow, both? 

Sierra Leonean law proscribes full
integration. Lebanese can “naturalize,”
but they cannot vote or run for office.
Instead, the Lebanese flexed their
economic muscle and, as Beydoun puts
it, found their place in Sierra Leone
through “entrepreneurial citizenship.”
Maintaining ties to Lebanon remains
important for many expats. Women
sometimes bridged the gap between
Lebanon and the adopted country,
writes Beydoun in “Obstacles to Work
Opportunities Among Lebanese Women
in Sierra Leone” (International Journal
of Business and Social Science, Vol. 3 
# 5, March 2012 p. 250).  Beydoun
explains that although “some women
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became small business owners or salaried
workers, the majority played a supportive role 
that enabled durable ties between home and 
host country. . .”

Such connections with Lebanon have remained
important parts of many ex-pats’ experiences.
Hamoui’s father took his family back to Tripoli in
1985, during a revolution in Ghana: “I was raised
there, even though it was during the civil war. It
wasn’t so bad in Tripoli, it was the lesser of two
evils.” Similarly, May and Faysal El Khalil’s
children returned to finish their schooling in
Beirut in 1996, after beginning their educations 
in Nigeria.

Moving children between far-flung locales can
create complex identities. Adham  El Khalil’s
children were born in Paris and have Lebanese,
French and Ivoirian passports. Amin is studying
cinematography in San Francisco and Mustafa is
studying business in London. The assumption is
that Amin will likely not return to work in Côte
d’Ivoire, but that Mustafa probably will return to
work in the family business. 

Faysal El Khalil is very proud of his family’s and
his businesses’ contributions to Nigerian society.
He proudly lists his accomplishments as a
founding member of the Nigerian Economic
Council and as a board member of the American
and Lebanese Community Schools. He is also
proud of the fact that the Nigerian government
recognized his companies’ role in supporting 
the national economy. The musical and other
community events, including sports camps, his
enterprises sponsor give him great pride; each
year his companies’ sponsor two Nigerian
students to study at Harvard Business School.

“It’s a very hospitable country that has welcomed
us with open arms. We want to give back what we
can.” Hamoui is proud of the fact that he is both a
Lebanese with close connections to that country
and a fourth-generation Ghanaian.

As for his children, “I want them to be citizens 
of the world, with the idea that they can succeed
anywhere in the world. I want them to appreciate
diversity. I have started a college fund for them
and hope they will go to AUB.”

-N.B.

Sierra Leonean law
proscribes full
integration.
Lebanese can

“naturalize,” but 
they cannot vote or

run for office. 

More photos of
alumni expat 

life in MainGate
online.

Mustapha Kemal Hamoui, standing center
back row, surrounded by Tarzan staff in
the late 1950s.

Impact  



4342

Faculty have
studied, treated,
and helped

manage endemic
and epidemic
diseases and

promoted healthy
lifestyle choices
in Lebanon for
over a century. 

Taking Health to Heart

This past December, AUB’s Faculty of Health
Sciences (FHS) celebrated its 60th anniversary
since its founding in 1954 as the School of Public
Health (named FHS in 1978). Since that time, FHS
has evolved into one of the most significant public
health institutions in the Arab world whose
impact spans several generations and countries.
In light of this anniversary, I spoke with current
FHS Dean Iman Nuwayhid to talk about the
faculty’s evolution and consequential work on
public health in Lebanon and the wider Arab
world. 

AUB’s engagement with public health has been
ongoing “from the time of its inception,” says
Nuwayhid. Faculty have studied, treated, and
helped manage endemic and epidemic diseases
and promoted healthy lifestyle choices in Lebanon
for over a century. The names of AUB physicians
and health professionals past and present are
linked with breakthroughs in the understanding,
management, and prevention of communicable
diseases, and the improvement of health
outcomes.  AUB faculty member Dr. Harris
Graham, for example, was the first to scientifically
study dengue fever as early as 1898. His research,
published in the Journal of Tropical Medicine in
1903, showed dengue fever to be mosquito-borne
and transmitted. Meanwhile, another AUB

affiliated doctor, John Wortabet, reported on
trichinosis in wild boar meat.  

AUB began consciously allocating resources for
public health study and practice in 1927, with the
establishment of a Rockefeller Foundation grant-
funded Public Health Center.  A program and later
a department of public health were established in
the late 1940s in the School of Medicine, with the
main goal of building workforce capacity in public
health in the Arab world and beyond. 

The AUB faculty’s early work on preventing
disease, promoting better healthcare practices,
and training healthcare professionals spurred
AUB’s Board of Trustees to establish a separate
unit dedicated solely to macro-level health studies
and issues of public health capacity building.
“[The administration] decided this area needed
more attention than a department in the School 
of Medicine could give it. It needed to be more
organized, needed more commitment. The work 
of those early physicians paved the way for a
School of Public Health in 1954.” 

Thus the study and practice of public health
became formalized starting 1954. Between 1954
and 1970, the School offered certificates and
diplomas in several disciplines of public health, 

1954 - 2014

YEARS

1954 - 2014

YEARS

on its 60th anniversary, the Faculty of Health Sciences is taking the public’s health to heart: from food safety to drug abuse,

the faculty is a regional health advocate for one and all.

Deans of FHS, past and present: Iman Nuwayhid, Eugene Gangarosa, Haroutune Armenian, Adnan Mroueh, Makhlouf Haddadin,
Riad Tabbara and Huda Zurayk 



in addition to a BS in environmental health and 
an MS in parasitology. Students came from as far
as Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran. The School
also established community-based health centers
and developed an intensive field training program.

During this same period, celebrated AUB 
alumna Dr. Jamal Harfoush (MD  ’41) did
pioneering work in numerous fields including:
maternal and child health, family planning,
human growth and development, nutrition,
primary healthcare delivery, clinical and social
pediatrics, and community health and
development. Other pioneering faculty include
Kamal Abou Daoud (MD ’37), Aftim Acra (PhC ’46),
Joseph Azar (BA ’42, MD ’46) and Calvin W.
Schwabe. 

Later, the faculty and administration began
promulgating best practices for conducting and
sharing research and a multidisciplinary
curriculum was put in place to give the school’s
graduates the tools to conduct large-scale studies
of populations and health systems. “There was
more thinking on methodology, so that you have
evidence on what can guide people in charge.
FHS’s flagship program, the Master in Public
Health (MPH), began in 1971. Now we’re starting 
to talk about the field in a more complex way.”

In the 1970s, “there was more focus on systems, 
so we started talking more about health
management, services, strengthening hospitals,
what kind of health centers do we need, what kind
of guidelines should these centers abide by,” says
Nuwayhid. It was during this period that FHS
faculty worked with Bahrain’s Ministry of Health
on the design and implementation of that
country’s primary healthcare system, a system
now recognized for excellence in the region.  

The FHS faculty turned their attention back home
to Lebanon in the 1980s, working with Lebanon’s
Ministry of Health to figure out the best way to
track the health of the Lebanese population. They
advised the Ministry on data collection and
analysis and pushed for the creation of the
Ministry of Health’s Epidemiological Surveillance
Unit. “FHS worked with the Ministry of Health to
help develop and clarify the role of that unit,”
which monitors outbreaks from food poisoning 
to preventable diseases to global epidemics, 
says Nuwayhid. 

During this same period, defined by the 15 years 
of war (1975-1990), FHS partnered with many
national and international organizations and
agencies to assess the impact of war on people’s
health and to implement and evaluate

intervention programs, an expertise that has
proved very useful over the years. FHS also
conducted a major health study of the population
in Beirut titled Beirut 1984. Not only did the study
generate a unique data set about the city in
wartime, but also provided researchers interested
in conducting similar studies in war-torn areas
with a solid methodology. FHS did a follow-up
study of the population’s health status a decade
later in 1994 resulting in a second book. 

The close of the war in 1990 meant public and
private health institutions could shift from crisis
mode to development. “FHS started working with
hospitals to create registries for cancer patients
and other diseases, so we could monitor overall
trends. We began documenting what’s happening
population-wide more closely, while some of our
faculty continued to advise our government and
others on health policy.” Mey Jurdi, professor of
environment health at AUB, “led a national effort
to establish a national water quality monitoring
program.” 

Meanwhile Nuwayhid himself took part in an 
UN-funded disaster management training
program, whereby he and his colleagues at AUB
worked to promote best practices for disaster
management among the leadership of Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, Egypt, and Yemen. “Some countries
developed and adopted some recommendations,
such as Lebanon and Jordan. The political
structure definitely made a difference on whether
or not our advice would be considered.” 

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, FHS turned
inward, looking to revamp the institution. “We
decided to make a big investment in upgrading
our academic programs. We asked ourselves: 
What skills should our graduates leave with? 
We surveyed our alumni, asking ‘what have you
missed in your training?’ We asked employers,
‘what skills are missing in our graduates?’ We 
also sought accreditation and our graduate public
health program was accredited in 2006 by the
Council on Education for Public Health.
Accreditation forces internal change. You ask
yourself hard questions. You set clearer goals. 
You have external reviewers.” Research ethics was
one area that needed strengthening at the school.
After the review, “we worked the whole concept 
of ethics into the different courses. We organized
workshops and seminars on the side to remind
students how important ethical issues are.”

In addition to accreditation, FHS revamped its
research culture by nurturing multi-disciplinary,
community-based, and action-oriented research
on population and health in Lebanon and the

FHS faculty are
currently advocating
for: the creation of a
Lebanese agency 
for food safety, 
a comprehensive
law to limit the
harm caused 
by drugs and

medications among
youth, as well as 
a forum for

addressing violence
against nurses in
emergency rooms
and other hospital

settings.

FHS Dean Iman Nuwayhid, left,
and Dr. Eugene Gangarosa, first

dean of the faculty
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region. “In 2002, FHS established the
Center for Research on Population and
Health (CRPH), which hosted national
and regional research networks and
disseminated research findings among
scientists, policymakers, and the
public.” FHS research continues to
focus on the health and wellbeing of
different populations and age groups,
such as young people, women, older
adults, working populations, migrants
and refugees, many of whom are often
neglected.

Today, as the only public health
institution with an accredited graduate
program and strong research
capabilities, the focus is back on
influencing policy and the general
health environment in the region
through a number of interconnected
academic centers. “We must realize that
health is determined socially, politically
and culturally. There is a need for an
institutional commitment and
engagement. We now have three
centers, which are catalysts or vehicles
for engaging with bigger issues. FHS
hosts, in addition to CRPH, a Center for
Public Health Practice (CPHP, initiated
as an Outreach and Practice Unit in
2009) and a Knowledge to Policy (K2P)
Center (2014). From research to policy 
to practice and vice versa, the circle is
now complete,” says Nuwayhid. “We
must use our projects to stimulate new
ideas and think of bigger goals. The
centers create momentum for
discussing issues.” 

Most recently, FHS faculty members
were instrumental in passing Tobacco
Control Law 174, a law that, among
other clauses, prohibits smoking in
closed public spaces. The law went into
effect on September 3, 2012, though
enforcement remains an issue. Decree
8987 on Hazardous Occupations to
Working Children was also passed that
month, a regulation Nuwayhid worked
on directly.

Other policy issues that FHS faculty are
currently advocating for include: the
creation of a Lebanese agency for food
safety, a comprehensive law to limit 
the harm caused by drugs and
medications among youth, and a forum
for addressing violence against nurses

in emergency rooms and other hospital
settings, which previous studies have
shown is far more common than
previously thought. 

Unfortunately, the relative stability 
of the past decade is giving way to
ambiguity. Conflict is rampant and
protracted, and the number of refugees
and displaced people in the region 
is the highest in the world. These
issues, along with other economic,
environmental, and political
uncertainties will define public 

health research and practice in the
coming decades. Hence, Nuwayhid’s
opening speech for the December
scientific conference on Public Health 
in Contexts of Uncertainties to celebrate
FHS’s 60th anniversary: “The scope of
uncertainty that we have been exposed
to in the last 5-10 years has led us as an
institution at FHS to think through
conceptually a different paradigm or
approach that puts the context, the
situation, the extreme, squarely on 
the table staring at us in the face. We
cannot afford teaching, researching,
and practicing public health in a void
without considering the context of our
health challenges and the boundaries
that we have to overcome.” 

The impact FHS has had on the health
of Lebanese and the broader Arab world
over the last 60 years is significant, yet
Nuwayhid considers this “just the
beginning.” He believes that “the
public health challenges in our region
are vast and a lot needs to be done in
partnership with sister institutions in
the region and beyond. We are excited
about the potential of our work for
better public health and confident that
it will continue to influence health and
wellbeing locally and regionally.” 
- E.E.

We cannot afford
teaching, researching,
and practicing public

health in a void
without considering
the context of our
health challenges 
and the boundaries
that we have to
overcome. 

Former FHS Deans Drs. Haroutune Armenian, Eugene Gangarosa and Huda Zurayk 
spoke  at the 60th Anniversary International Scientific Conference 



With the winter on the distant horizon,
the AUB Center for Civil Engagement
and Community Service (CCECS) was
already getting ready to make an
impact. As the AUB AIESEC  Club
(www.aieseclebanon.org) prepared to
host 25 international students from 19
countries, including Canada, Italy,
Norway, and Serbia, CCECS  volunteers
and new recruits prepared to deliver
informal education and psychosocial
relief to Syrian refugee children living
in tented settlements in the Beqa’a
Valley. During the height of summer,
the students conducted culture and
sanitation workshops and English
lessons for 600 children in two AUB-
Kayany Foundation schools in tented
settlements in the Beqa’a (see MainGate
Fall 2014). 

At the end of their time in Lebanon,
many of the visiting students stayed 
in touch with AUB and each other and
continued to advocate on Syrian refugee
children’s behalf on social media
(www.facebook.com/refugeeaidproject).
At a closing town hall meeting that
included professors and representatives
from the Ministry of Social Affairs,
Ministry of Education, the UNHCR, 
the Kayany Foundation, and the Syrian
community,  students spoke movingly
about their summer experience, while
the officials spoke to the challenges of
bringing relief and aid to the Syrian
community in Lebanon.  

With summer over, work bridged
between the classroom and settlements
as efforts between the Kayany
Foundation, CCECS and academic
departments continued. Professors 
from the Departments of Psychology
and Landscape Design and Ecosystem
Management, in cooperation with
CCECS, developed course service
learning components to include student
field trips to the Ghata schools, an
experience they hope will allow
students to hone their classroom skills
for the benefit of the refugees. 

Tony Hoffman, a lecturer in psychology
at the University of California in Santa
Cruz and a visiting scholar at AUB
during the fall semester, taught a 
course called Children and War, as 
well as a graduate course in child
psychopathology. As part of his course,
Hoffman devised a special voluntary
service project, PSYC 240c CONNECT.
Some 50 students worked under
Hoffman’s supervision in the Beqa’a.

“I want students to provide
psychosocial support for children 
and support children’s programs in 
the two Kayany-AUB (Tolyane and 
Jeled) Ghata schools. My second goal 
is that my students have quality 

contact with participating children 
so they can better understand the
situation of children who are refugees,”
Hoffman explains. “Roughly 20 are
working on awareness-raising and a
clothing drive at AUB, and 30 have
activities at the Ghata schools.”

Activities include helping the children
in arts and crafts—including painting
murals with psychosocial themes—
hygiene and nutrition, teen homework
club, help and assistance to Syrian
teachers learning and teaching English,
and assisting in the building of a 
new Ghata school, the third such
cooperation between AUB and 
Kayany Foundation. 

Inside and outside
the classroom, a wave
of student volunteers
finds enthusiastic
partners and
meaningful projects. 

Come One, Come All
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In a second CCECS service learning
component, Department of Landscape
Design and Ecosystem Management
professors Gabrielle Trovato and
Balsam Ariss are working with students
taking LDEM228, Site Design in the
Urban Context, to conduct spatial
analyses of the city of Sarafand’s tented
refugee settlements. Once the students
finish assessing the spaces, they will
begin designing improved spaces for
the city’s refugees. 

But volunteerism isn’t all about course
credit. Thirteen international students
and members of the AUB Syrian club

took a crash course to equip themselves
with the necessary skills and tools to
teach English as a foreign language to
30 Kayany teachers in the Bar Elias
camp in order to enhance the Syrian
refugee teachers’ English skills.

The future of student volunteerism 
in the wider region seems bright. 
On November 28, CCECS held the
“Refugees and Marginalized
Communities in Lebanon and Egypt”
conference at the Charles Hostler
Auditorium. AUB students shared their
experiences with visiting students
enrolled in civic engagement and

leadership courses at the American
University of Cairo’s Advanced Research
and Rhetoric Department. The next 
day, students from both universities
visited the Kayany schools in Beqa’a.
The event was part of a five-year AUB-
AUC collaboration that will continue 
on an annual basis (see By the Books,
page 13).

As work on building the third Ghata
school gets under way in preparation
for winter, it is clear that momentum is
building. Stay tuned for more volunteer
and service learning projects to come.   

I want students to
provide psychosocial
support for children
and support children’s
programs in the two
Kayany-AUB (Tolyane

and Jeled) ghata
schools. My second
goal is that my

students have quality
contact with

participating children
so they can better
understand the

situation of children
who are refugees.



In her first novel Birds of September Lebanese
author Emily Nasrallah (BA ’58) tells the story 
of villagers leaving their homes for a new life
overseas.  Like migratory birds, the villagers 
feel compelled to emigrate in search of better
conditions. The book is based on the true story 
of Emily’s brother and sister who left their South
Lebanon village, Al-Kfeir, which sits at the foot 
of Mount Hermon, for the United States.

Indeed, according to Nasrallah, all of her books
deal with emigration from village to city or
beyond. Many Beirutis migrated to the city from
rural villages, but their ties to those villages have
grown tenuous. In the past, they would introduce
themselves by stating their village origins, but that
practice is now far less common. The rural idyll
exists during high days and holidays but generally
slips out of consciousness in between.

Hopefully this is about to change with the 
Village Maps, a new initiative from AUB’s Nature
Conservation Center (NCC) in cooperation with
village municipalities and the Coca Cola
Foundation. The Village Maps form an invaluable
database containing core information across a
range of topics: the ecosystem, reforestation, rural
population, heritage sites and cultural artifacts.
Thus the maps are simultaneously a research
resource and an ecotourism tool. “This is a project
we are very proud of,” says NCC Director Najat
Saliba. “It will give hope to the villagers for the
future.”

From a scientific point of view, these villages 
have an important role to play far beyond
Lebanon. As NCC Project Director Salma Talhouk
explains: “On the map of world biodiversity, there
are several regions of key importance marked in
red, and Lebanon and the Mediterranean basin

form one of them. It is vital that we preserve this
biodiversity and look for ways that local residents
are guardians and benefactors of their natural
heritage.  Village Maps allows us to extrapolate
information for different projects and contribute
towards formulating plans for the communities.” 

The project started as the master thesis of Lama
Tawk, a graduate student majoring in ecosystem
management. Lama conducted workshops and
coordinated with local municipalities and
community members to facilitate a participatory
mapping process. The NCC is working with
roughly 20 villages and producing 20 village maps
a year. In addition to environmental data, these
maps also indicate hiking trails, scenic routes,
traditional agriculture site, museums, artisanal
workshops, and restaurants. These are categorized
into nearly 80 internationally recognized icons,
based on the Open Green Map system, and are
pinpointed on aerial maps.

The Ministry of Tourism has adopted the maps 
as a basis for promoting rural tourism, aimed 
as much at the domestic as the overseas tourist.  
In this capacity they could revive the profile of
Lebanon’s rural splendor and bring much needed
tourism revenue to rural Lebanese villages.  

Emily Nasrallah stood proudly beside the map 
of Al-Kfeir at the annual NCC Baldati Bi’ati
Biodiversity Village Awards. Pointing to her
ancestral family home on the map, she said 
“We are planning to restore it as a heritage 
center, it will be called the House of Birds.”

The NCC is hoping to attract a sponsor to cover
additional villages and create an online site and
phone App for the Village Maps in the future. 

-M.A.

Mapping a Future
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IN CASE 
YOU 
MISSED IT.

The Food Heritage Foundation, an NGO
conceived of by AUB’s Environment and
Sustainable Development Unit, announced
the opening of its central community kitchen
“Akleh.” Run by rural women from around
Lebanon, the kitchen collaborates with 
small producers and farmers to get its 
raw ingredients. 

U.S. News and World Report ranked AUB fifth
among more than 90 institutions across 16
countries in the Arab region. Rankings are
based on universities’ academic research
performance. AUB ranked first in the
magazine’s social sciences category and
second in medicine.



52StandingOUTstanding Fadel Adib (BEN ’11) takes WiFi into the future. 
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Fouad Melzer (BFA ’09) is ready to bring larger than life characters to the
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WAAAUB Around
the Globe
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Author and journalist kim ghattas (BA ’99) has been covering the US
State Department for the BBC for the past five years, but she’s spent a
lifetime tracking intractable conflicts both in the trenches, and
alongside of  world leaders.
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60Class Notes Class Correspondent Munther H. Salameh (BS ’65) rallies the Class of 1965 for
its 50th Reunion.



Ghattas, who grew up on the front lines
of the Lebanese Civil War, left Hay el
Amerkan in Galerie Semaan with her
family in tow for Beit Mary in 1989.
Then, at age 13, she found strength in
her unquestioning resolve to become 
a journalist, a vocation meant to fill 
the hole created by experiencing daily
conflict. 

“I was tired of my Dutch cousins asking
me about whether I went to school 
and if we had enough food,” she
reminisced in a 2008 interview on the
BBC. “I felt the need to explain places
and issues to people around me.” 

When Ghattas, a Washington, 
DC-based correspondent, returned to
Beirut in April 2009 on an aging State
Department plane, she found herself
cast as explainer once again. Both the
secretary and the press corps saw her 
as a potential keyhole on a region they
were struggling to understand. The
experience, Ghattas says, led to her
writing a New York Times-bestselling
memoir, The Secretary: A Journey with
Hillary Clinton from Beirut to the Heart 
of American Power, published in 2013,
now in paperback.

“The book derives much of its strength
from Ghattas’s slowly coming to terms
with the complexity of US diplomatic
relations,” wrote Lisa Weidenfeld in 
an admiring review for The Christian
Science Monitor. 

In an anecdote from the memoir, a
friend of Ghattas’s asks her what the
United States has “planned” for
Lebanon and Syria. On hearing that
there is no plan, just fallible people
“trying to figure this out day by day,”
Ghattas’s friend is horrified: “‘Kim, Kim!
What are you saying? What do you
mean there is no plan? If the Americans
don’t have a plan, then who the hell is
in charge of everything?’” 

AUB Everywhere  

Interpreting Power
Alumni Profile

during the five years she spent covering the US State department for the BBC, author and reporter kim

ghattas (BA ’99) made much of opportunities to question the decision-making of some of the world’s most

powerful people. 
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Thoroughly French educated, 
Ghattas made the first in a series of
challenging-to-improbable leaps when
she opted for an English-speaking
university, knowing it would help her
write for the world. 

At AUB she made “life-long friends”
and interacted with students who
didn’t understand what it meant to
grow up amidst conflict. “It’s very
difficult to explain to someone how 
war stays with you forever,” she says.
She’s not grateful for having lived
through war, she says, but for how it
shaped her and for all that remained
possible despite the war.

Foreshadowing her vigorous career in
journalism, Ghattas shuttled between
the family home, classes, meetings for
the student magazine she co-founded,
and an internship at the Daily Star, all
while enrolled as a full-time student 
at AUB. 

She hoped to make herself essential to
the Daily Star from the outset. The
paper’s star correspondent, Nicholas
Blandford, needed a “local,” an Arabic
speaker, to ferry him to the site of a
shelling in Sidon. She obliged. 

Making the rounds with Blandford in
between classes put Ghattas in contact
with the international press during a
golden age. “I started fixing and
translating for US reporters from The
Philadelphia Inquirer, the Boston Globe,
The Washington Post, The LA Times,”
she recalls. “This was the heyday of
American papers. They had foreign
bureaus, they had money, they had
some amazing reporters. And I learned
a lot from them.”

It’s practically unheard of for a local 
to rise to Ghattas’s level in the field of
journalism, known for its feudalism.
“Usually you start in London,” she
explains. There’s no clear explanation
for how she managed to climb the
ladder. “I’ve been reprimanded many

times for saying I was just at the right
place at the right time,” she concedes.
“My colleagues like to remind me that I
also work very hard, but . . .  it is rather
about making sure you are at the right
place at the right time.” 

Ghattas’s work ethic comes from her
enduring conviction that “knowledge 
is power.” And that she can help to
deepen and enlarge a circle of
understanding by sharing stories 
about world events.  

Would her personal ambition alone
have carried her through the
secretary’s punishing travel schedule
as a member of the press? Would that
same ambition have put Ghattas in her
chair every evening, weekend, and
holiday for two years so that she could
hold down a full-time job, while
writing her first book? “Even if I wasn’t
writing, I’d be locked up at home,” 
she says. “I didn’t want to go out, just
in case inspiration came.”

Ghattas’s proximity to the seat of
American power allowed her to ask
long-held questions about the United
States’ role in ending the Lebanese
Civil War and bringing about the 
Syrian occupation. “It doesn’t
necessarily make it okay. It doesn’t
make you feel suddenly at peace 
with the world. But it makes you feel 
a little bit less helpless.” 

Now, as she begins work on a second
book, she’s turned her focus back to
Lebanon. It won’t be a political work or
a memoir, Ghattas says, but a narrative
centered on people that she hopes will
illuminate the country’s history and its
oft-overlooked promise for a wider
audience. 

In an op-ed co-authored with Marwan
Muasher, a friend, fellow alumnus, 
and AUB trustee, the two assert that
Lebanon’s “moderate, pluralist, and
vibrant society” offers a “template 
for managing cultural diversity” and
functions as an “unlikely rampart
against the barbaric and delusional
leaders of” the Islamic State and the
shock troops of extremism. Extending
the argument in a companion piece
published in The Daily Beast she
writes, “We may be beset by deep
political divisions, but the moderate,
outward-looking center is large; not a
fringe section of society.” 

Journalism began as a “way of coping,”
Ghattas concludes. It has also become 
a way of turning hope into action and
connecting with strangers across the
world. In 2006, she covered the war 
in Lebanon. A year later, a family
approached her in a New York
bookshop. “They said, ‘We waited for
you every morning at home in Ireland
during the [July] war in Lebanon
because we wanted to know what was
going on. And we waited for you every
morning to tell us what had happened
to your country that day,’” Ghattas
remembers. “And I just thought, you
know what, I can retire. This is what I
was hoping for as a 13-year-old kid,
that even just one person would come
to me and say, you made a difference 
in my understanding.”

-S.P.

My colleagues like to
remind me that I also
work very hard but . . .

it is rather about
making sure you are
at the right place at
the right time.



Q. Can you tell us a little about how

your discovery process works? do

you see something interesting and

then think about the possibilities,

or do you come up with an idea and

then think of ways to achieve it?

A. Our projects are usually driven by
curiosity. For example, when I
started working on seeing through
walls, the question was: can we see
through walls with WiFi? If I point
my WiFi  device towards a wall, can 
I start seeing on my screen how
people are moving behind the wall?
Then, we start experimenting and
playing around with wireless signals,
and that usually leads us to findings
we hadn’t initially thought about.
Recently, we realized that we could
extract the heart rate of a person by
relying purely on the reflections of
wireless signals off his/her body 
(i.e., without requiring the person 
to hold or wear any device), even if
the person is behind the wall or in 
a completely different room.

Q. So, your Witrack device tracks a

user’s 3d motion from the radio

signals reflected off the human

body. Initially you saw applications

for this in video gaming and to

detect when an elderly person

falls. What else is possible for

Witrack?

A. We are very excited about the
possibilities of non-invasive
monitoring of breathing and heart
rate. Our device could be used in
hospitals to continuously monitor
patients’ vital signs without body
contact, or be incorporated into baby
monitors, so parents can know if
their sleeping children are breathing

normally. We imagine that putting
such a device in every person’s home
would enable us to study how vital
signs evolve on unprecedented scales,
and gain a deeper understanding
into how our breathing and heart
rates evolve with time and age.

As we do our research, we usually
iterate between developing new
technologies and coming up with
applications for them. We start with a
question of whether some capability
is achievable, then we build a
technology to achieve it. Afterwards,
we start asking ourselves: now that
we have this new capability, what
else can we do with it? This leads 
us to new applications that the
technology as-is cannot support, 
and we go through the loop again.

Q. your academic achievements are

extraordinary, and include a

Microsoft research Phd fellowship,

MIt’s William Martin Award for 

the best computer science master’s

thesis, and the Jacobs Presidential

Fellowship, also from MIt. Plus,

you ranked first during all of your

semesters at AUB. do you think

that you’ll stay in academia or 

are you more inclined to be

entrepreneurial?

A. This is a hard question. There’s a
beautiful inventive side of academia,
while entrepreneurship provides a
more direct way for us to impact
people’s lives. I would love to have
both—the freedom to invent and the
ability to impact people’s lives—and
I’m not sure I’m willing to give up on
pursuing either of them. . . I’m
hoping I won’t have to.

Even Superman
would prefer WiFi 

StandingOUTstanding

Fadel Adib (BEN ’11) Born in
Tripoli, Lebanon, Adib is a 
PhD candidate in electrical
engineering and computer
science at Massachusetts

Institute of Technology (MIT)
in Boston, Massachusetts. 
He researches wireless

technologies that see through
walls, track human motion,
and monitor human vital

signs. 

AUB Everywhere

2015 Forbes
30 under 30
enterprise

technology list 
of the world's 
rising stars 

2014 MIT
35 under 35

technology review
list of the world's 
top innovators



The 
Reveal
In Lebanon’s comic book illustration and
animation scene, Fouad Mezher (BFA ’09) is 
a rising star. Asked what drives his interests, 
he commented, “Given the nature of the market
in Lebanon, my work has covered a variety of
mediums, including children’s books, murals,
editorial illustration, animated music videos
and ads, but my preference is for writing and
illustrating comics as often as possible. My 
first published comic ‘The Educator’ ran in
Samandal Comics Magazine from 2007 until
2010. His most recent prohject, published
through the Risha Project, is the silent short
Fragile. “I’ve had work exhibited at the 2010
Lucca Comics and Games Festival in the
Lebanese artists exhibition curated by comics
pioneer George Khoury (aka JAD), and I helped
organize the 5th International Festival of
Comics – Beirut 2012, primarily in the capacity
of co-instructor for the Let’s Comic Workshops.” 

As public interest grows in Middle Eastern
comics, Mezher hopes to concentrate on this
medium, specifically by using elements of
horror and science fiction to illuminate sensitive
contemporary social issues. “As much as I enjoy
sneaking idiosyncrasies into projects of a purely
commercial nature, it would be a welcome
change to primarily produce stories with the
potential of reaching a different audience—at
least on a level that requires more than just 
cute elephant mascots in need of diapers.” 

-B.R.

5352

Night walk



BALtIMore

Maen Farha 
(MD ’82)
President

CLeveLAnd

Maysaa El Zoghbi 
(BS ’05, MD ’09)
President

MALdIveS

Hamdhun Hameed 
(BA ’85)
President

MontreAL

Shada Salman 
(MBA ’01) 
President

oHIo vALLey

Ama Sadaka 
(BS ’05, MD ’09)
President

nortH CAroLInA

Raghid Bitar 
(BS ’98, MD ’02)
President

nortH teXAS/dALLAS

Nina Al-Saghir Salhab 
(BS ’90)
President

engIneerIng And ArCHIteCtUre

Nabil Fawzi Azar 
(BAR ’70)
President

WAAAUB Events 
and Announcements
WAAAUB Recently Elected President

Alumni celebrated the year-end
holidays with WAAAUB in style…

AUB Everywhere

RECENTLY ELECTED WAAAUB

A complete list of recently elected WAAAUB
officers can be found under “Chapters
Worldwide” at:
www.aub.edu.lb/ALUMNI/Pages/home.aspx 



5554

The WAAAUB Atlanta Chapter leadership pictured with President Dorman,
FHS Dean Iman nuwayhid, (BS ’80, MD ’84) and WAAAUB President nabil

dajani, PhD (BA ’57, MA ’60) at the 2014 NARG in Atlanta, Georgia from
September 26-28, 2014. 

The WAAAUB Lebanon chapters hosted a farewell dinner honoring
President Dorman on October 24, 2014 at the Phoenicia Hotel, Beirut.
WAAAUB President nabil dajani presented Dr. Dorman with a
commemorative plaque. The President of the Medical Chapter,
Ahmad Husari, (BS ’82, MD ’86) and the president of the EMBA 
Chapter, Wafa Saab, (EMBA ’07) gave eloquent speeches highlighting
President Dorman’s accomplishments.  

North American Regional Gathering (NARG)

Farewell Dinner 

Your alumni association provides 
multiple opportunities to serve AUB 
and your fellow alumni worldwide.

Nominate yourself, or nominate someone
you believe would be a good candidate. You
could become a Council, Board, or Standing

Committee member of WAAAUB.

WAAAUB 2015
ELECTIONS!

Get involved and make a difference.  
Make your voice heard.
Be a part of the WAAAUB

Leadership.

Email the WAAAUB Nominations Committee at:
nominations-committee@waaaub.org
by the deadline of February 28, 2015.

When nominating someone, please include
the candidate’s email/contact information 
so we can send him/her a biography form.

The roles and responsibilities of Council
members are outlined on the election 
website and in the WAAAUB Bylaws.

For information about WAAAUB and 
the 2015 election process, visit:

www.aub.edu.lb/ALUMNI/ABOUT/
Pages/elections.aspx



HoLIdAy PArty

Basilico
Roswell, GA  12/6/2014

Atlanta

MIX & MIngLe

Lebanese Taverna
Baltimore, MD  12/7/2014

Baltimore

www.flickr.com/groups/aub

WAAAUB Around the Globe 

United States

AUB Everywhere

Visit the WAAAUB website at www.aub.edu.lb/alumni to find a chapter near you and to learn about
upcoming events. 

Southern California

ArtS oUtIng

Houston

Black, Orange, and Purple Theme Night
Café Byblos
Houston, TX  10/24/2014

The Nutcracker Ballet
Irvine Barclay Theater
Irvine, CA  12/21/2014

MIX & MIngLe

New England

Leila Fawaz, PhD (BA ’87, MA ’68) 
Chapter’s Distinguished Alumni Award
Boston University
Boston, MA  9/13/2014

gALA dInner

Rami Khouri
Boston Consortium for Arab Region Studies
Northeastern University 
Boston, MA  11/6/2014

tALk

Minibar
Boston, MA  12/7/2014

HoLIdAy PArty

New York

The New Museum
“Here and Elsewhere” Arab Art
New York, NY  9/20/2014

ArtS oUtIng

FEA Dean Makram Suidan (BEN ’71)
AUB Debs Center, NY  10/23/2014

Meet tHe deAn

North Carolina

411 West Restaurant
Chapel Hill, NC  12/6/2014

HoLIdAy PArty

Ohio Valley

Layalena Restaurant
West Chester, OH  12/7/2014

HoLIdAy PArty
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dInner + tALk 

New York Consul General of Lebanon
Majdi Ramadan (BA ’93)
Bistro St. Tropez
Philadelphia, PA  11/2/2014

Philadelphia

HoLIdAy PArty

Restaurant Sel Gras
Montreal, Quebec  12/7/2014

Montreal

Ottawa

HoLIdAy PArty

Toronto 

Rami Khouri
Canadian Arab Institute
Trinity College
Toronto, Ontario  10/29/2014

St. Elias Centre
Ottawa, Ontario  12/5/2014

tALk

La Société
Toronto, Ontario  12/14/2014

HoLIdAy PArty

Canada

ARE YOU GETTING
THE LATEST NEWS?

AUB needs your email address!
Are you getting the latest news 
from  your dear alma mater?
Do you know what your alumni 
association is up to?

If you answered "NO" to these
questions, it's because we don't
have a current email adress for 
you!

Most AUB news gets sent to 
alumni around the world 
through email. 

So...Stay In Touch & Up To Date!

Send us your email address 
Today! alumni@aub.edu



AUB Everywhere  

tALk

Dr. Hady Jerdak
Le Meridien Hotel 
Abu Dhabi, UAE  10/22/14

Abu Dhabi

MeXICAn BeACH PArty

Intercontinental Hotel
Abu Dhabi Bayside, UAE   11/20/14

Amman

BIngo nIgHt

Muscat

Golden Tulip
Muscat,  11/21/14

Khutter Café and Restaurant
Amman,  11/14/14

FAMILy dAy

HonorIng reCePtIon 

Issam Al Khateeb Complex
Amman,  12/12/14

The Sloane Club
London,  12/5/2014

London

HoLIdAy PArty

Jordan

Oman

Germany

France

Wurzburg

Traditional Fall Gathering
Wurzburg,  10/18-19/2014

eXCUrSIon

Orjowan Restaurant 
London,  10/19/14 

BrUnCH

Paris

President Peter Dorman
Speakeasy
Paris,  11/12/2014

dInner

London

United Arab Emirates

Nicosia

Sawa Restaurant
Nicosia,  12/18/2014

HoLIdAy PArty

Cyprus United Kingdom



REUNION 2015

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE AUB CLASS OF

60
1900

65
50th 25th

70 75 80 85 90 95 00 05 10
2000

Save the Date

It’s your turn now…come back to your campus and walk down 
memory lane with your former classmates. We are planning 
a memorable weekend of exciting events for you and your 
family. Be part of the festivities and join us as we celebrate 
your AUB experience!

 Reunion 2015!

To make sure you receive the latest updates as we approach 
the reunion 2015 event, please send your preferred email address 
to alumni@aub.edu.lb.

Questions/more information:
Email: reunion@aub.edu.lb
Web: www.aub.edu.lb/alumuni/calender/reunion

IT'S YOUR 
REUNION!

See you at 

 

24 | 25 | 26 JULY 2015
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Doha

Millennium Hotel
Doha, 10/31/14

QUIZ nIgHt

Engineering & Architecture

Handing over ceremony
WAAAUB Clubhouse, 1/14/15

reCePtIon

Dean Suidan
Irani-Oxy Engineering Building
Campus,  10/29/14

reCePtIon

Lebanon

Qatar



Farid Sami Haddad (BA ’41, MD ’48)
authored and edited a memorial tribute
to Dr. George A. Fawaz (1913-2005) on 
the occasion of his centennial birthday
in November 2013. The book includes
essays by a host of AUB luminaries,
including:  Dr. Rose-Mary Boustany, 
Dr. Suhail Bulos, Dr. Suhayl Dhib-Jalbut,
Dr. Farid Sami Haddad, Dr. Avedis
Khatchadurian, Dr. Ramzi Fuad Sabra,
Dr. Ghazi Zaatari, and others. 

A renaissance man who taught at 
AUB from 1934 until his death in 2005,
Dr. Fawaz was a highly respected
scientist and teacher whose
accomplishments include producing
critically needed drugs during World
War II. Haddad characterizes Fawaz as
“a role model of decency, honesty,
humanism, and integrity. His erudition,
musicality, and science were an
inspiration to all, and still are.” George 
Fawaz: The Phoenix alights at the Diana
Tamari Sabbagh Hall is available at the
Jafet and Saab Libraries. 

Farid has published thousands of
articles and hundreds of books. He
retired in 1993 after a successful career in
surgery. He was awarded the National
Order of the Cedars at all ranks: Knight,
Officer, and Commander.

raja t. nasr, EdD (BBA ’50) With
master’s and doctoral degrees from the
University of Michigan, Raja worked as
director of the Center for English
Language Research and Teaching at
AUB, and as a professor of education
and linguistics at Beirut Women’s
College, now LAU. He is in his twenty-
fifth year as professor of education and
linguistics at Marymount University in
Arlington, Virginia. Raja’s many US
publications include:  Whole Education:
A New Direction to Fill the Relevance
Gap; Applied English Phonology: For
ESL/EFL Teachers; and Education as
Communication: Adding Quality to
Teaching. He is an active public speaker
in the United States.
[rnasr@marymount.edu]

khalil Al-Shamma’, PhD (BBA ’57, MBA
’59) Having earned his undergraduate
degree with distinction, and a master’s
degree in business administration, Dr.
Al-Shamma’ became the first Iraqi
citizen to earn a doctorate in business
administration from the University of

California, Berkeley in 1962. He was
awarded a second doctorate from 
the World University in Benson,
Arizona in 1987. Khalil established 
the business administration program
at the University of Baghdad, as well 
as countless other higher educational
studies at institutions throughout 
the Middle East. He held a long
professorship at the University of
Baghdad, and served as vice president
and diplomat at the Arab League’s 
Arab Academy for Banking and
Financial Sciences in Jordan. 

Over decades, he supervised 
hundreds of master’s and doctoral
level dissertations, and conferred
thousands of B.Sc. degrees. A
researcher and widely published
author (34 books, and 71 research
papers), a trainer (70 programs), 
and high government official who
helped restructure Iraq’s government
and public sector, Khalil also served 
on boards at prominent institutions,
including the Central Bank of Iraq, 
and the National Insurance Company.
After leaving the Arab Academy in
2011, he founded the Professional
Consultant and Trainer Group, a
multinational consortium of 36
consulting and training organizations.
He recently published the 800-page
Management Accounting for Banks,
which is the only such publication 
in both English and Arabic. Khalil
writes, “Although I attended several
academic institutions, my personality
was basically formed at the AUB,
where I learned how to love human
beings anywhere in the world, 
and to appreciate cross-over
specializations. AUB taught me 
the essence of liberal education,
supporting the Arab-Islamic heritage
of interdisciplinary movement.”

Class Notes

AUB Everywhere 40s to 60s

It’s easy to submit 
a class note and 
share your news!
Email:
maingate@aub.edu.lb
or submit a class note
AND update your
information with AUB
by logging on to the
online community at
alumniconnections.com
/aub/

1940s 1950s
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Munther is the MainGate Class
Correspondent (CC) for the Class 
of 1965 during its 50th reunion. 
In his student days, he was editor-
in-chief of the class yearbook,
CAMPUS 65, and he was active 
in sports and social activities. 
After earning a pharmacy degree,
Munther established a pharmacy
in Amman, and was the founder
and CEO of Al Razi Company, 
a major pharmaceutical
manufacturer in Amman. 
He is married to Nihad Hashim
(BSN ’66) who, with her master’s
degree in nursing from Purdue
University, helped to advance the
nursing profession in Jordan.
Munther and his wife have three
sons, one daughter, and eight
grandchildren. 

Solange g. Abunassar (BS ’60, MD
’65) came to the United States in 1967,
and did her training at Cornell
Hospital (now New York-Presbyterian
Hospital) and at the Harvard-
affiliated New England Deaconess
Hospital (now Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center) where she taught
laboratory pathology.  Her mentor,
Dr. Henry Azar (BA ’48, MD ’52),
found her a job at Beekman
Downtown Hospital in New York City,
where she was eventually appointed
assistant medical examiner.  Solange
also taught laboratory pathology at
Columbia Presbyterian.  Retired since
2001, Solange reports that she feels
lucky to live in mid-Manhattan
across from the Metropolitan Opera,
the New York City Ballet, and the
New York Philharmonic; and to also
have a view of Central Park. She is
proud to have hosted former AUB

presidents and classmates at her
home. She writes, “Where would 
we be without AUB?”  

yvon Araktingi (BS ’65) graduated
from AUB with a degree in chemistry
and immigrated to the United States
where he received a PhD in chemistry
from Louisiana State University. He
married “a Southern belle” from
Louisiana. They have one child and a
beautiful grandson. Yvon has worked
as a manager and director at several
multinational corporations. He has
worked as an analytical chemist, in
quality assurance after receiving an
MBA from Northwestern University,
and he is currently in process
improvement (mostly in electronics
and energy) as a Lean Sigma advisor. 
He writes that he enjoyed his years at
International College and AUB, and
he wishes for peace in the Middle

Munther H.
Salameh (BS ’65)
1965 Class
Correspondent 

Margo y. Babikian, RN (DIPL ’60) 
“The class of 1960 was 55 years
ago. We were a very young group
of high school students—
culturally diverse, full of vitality,
and eager to learn. It is ancient
history now. After completing a
master’s degree in healthcare
administration, I held various
positions in nursing education
and administration. 

All were rewarding and gratifying.
Recently, I retired from an
executive director position to
devote more time to my family. 
I have been married to dr. yeghia
Babikian (MA ’57) for 52 years. 
We raised two boys; one an
architect; the other a professor 
of engineering. I am a playful
grandma of nine very precious
grandchildren who play the piano
and the drums with great passion.
I thank God for AUB and His
goodness upon my life.”
[margoyb@charter.net]

1960s

Share your news with
the Class of 1965. Email:
salameh.ph@gmail.com
or maingate@aub.edu.lb

Munther collected the following news from the class of 1965:

1965
50th Reunion



AUB Everywhere 60s

East and especially in Lebanon! “AUB
was, and will always be, the home of the
brightest minds!”
[ivan912@centurytel.net]

garo P. Basmadjian, PhD (BS ’65, 
MS ’67) When he finished his master’s
degree in pharmacy, Garo and his wife
Arsine Basmadjian went to Purdue
University in Indiana where Garo earned
a PhD in medicinal chemistry in 1970. 
He did postdoctoral work and taught 
at the University of Michigan’s College 
of Pharmacy in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
and then did a two-year stint at 
Abbott Laboratories as senior
radiopharmaceutical chemist. In 1977,
Garo started as an associate professor 
at University of Oklahoma College of
Pharmacy, where he has been ever since.
He is semi-retired as emeritus professor
of nuclear pharmacy. He and Arsine have
two children and four grandchildren.

garbis dantzogian (BEN ’65) Since his
graduation as a mechanical engineer,
Garbis has been in his family’s
aluminum and steelworks business.
They also supply and install automatic
doors and gates. Through the challenges
of war years in Lebanon, Garbis’s family
has thrived.  He has two children and 
six grandchildren.

thomas demlakian (BAR ’65) writes
that until his recent retirement, he had
been so involved with his architectural
practice in Toronto that he has lost track
of the fifty years since his AUB days, and
of the many friendships that he assumed
would last a lifetime until reality
intervened. “But now that we are past
seventy, we may be better poised to defy
reality and return to the ever-changing
settings of our youth, now occupied by
the class of 2015.  In our haste, did we
make time in 1965 to take note of the
class of 1915?”
[tom.demlakian@gmail.com]

Ziad A. Haddad (BEN ’65) after working
in Doha, Qatar during the 1970s, Ziad
returned to Lebanon in the 1980s to
build roads, including the St. Charbel
highway, and residential buildings in
Hazmieh and Aley. He and his wife
Carmella have three children: a
daughter, Nidal, and her husband 
Dr. Abou Charaf who live in Hazmieh

with their five children; a daughter,
Dona, who lives in Montreal with her
husband Mathieu Blache; and a son,
Adib, who returned from Canada to
work in risk management with
Fransabank. Ziad does some work in
Algeria, and he is also the chair of the
Anater Zbeide Country Club and the
River Valley Condo.

Amer Suleiman Haider (BS ’65, 
MD ’69) graduated from AUB medical
school in 1969 and specialized in
psychiatry at University of Tennessee
and University of Iowa. With his
American Board certification in
psychiatry, he practiced at Brown
University, University of Pittsburgh,
AUB, and in Saudi Arabia, California,
and Beirut. Amer retired from practice
in 2010. He and his lovely wife Hana
Alamuddin live in Beirut. They have
four children: Hind, Zaki, Sari and
Zahee, and six beautiful grandchildren.

najla Hamadeh (BA ’65, MA ’72)
graduated from AUB with a degree in
philosophy in 1965, and married
Uthman al-Uthman in 1966. She had
her son Bashir, in 1967, and her
daughter Hibah in 1968. She then
earned an MA in 1972, and had her
daughter Zeina in 1973.  During the
Lebanese Civil War, the family moved
to the United States where Najla got a
doctorate in philosophy from
Georgetown University in 1987. She
taught at AUB from 1986-99, was the
principal of Ahliah School from 1999-
2005, and taught philosophy (part-
time) at LAU from 2001-12. She has
published in Arabic and English on 
the philosophies of Hegel, work ethics
and psychoanalysis; she has written 
on education and women’s issues; and
she has edited Al-Raeda and co-edited
several yearly volumes of Bahithat.
Currently her book on women’s lives 
is with publishers.
[nshamadeh@gmail.com]

Faysal Hasan (BS ’65, MD ’69) did his
medical residency in Syracuse and a
pulmonary/critical care fellowship in
Boston. He returned to AUBMC in 1974
as medical director of the ICU, and
then returned to the United States to
work at Massachusetts General
Hospital, the University of Arizona,

and Brown University. In mid-career,
he was selected as one of 32
“pulmonary physicians of the future”
by the American College of Chest
Physicians. He switched to the private
sector in Salem, Massachusetts in 1986
to achieve a better work/life balance.
He has been married to the lovely
Sharon Johnson since 1975, and they
have four sons: Ramsey, in fund
accounting; Nadeem, a doctor in
psychology; Sameer, a senior
investment manager; and Emile, 
a doctor in training at Dartmouth.
Faysal is currently in a “decelerating
phase” of career/retirement, doing
stints teaching residents and
respiratory therapists. He enjoys
playing tennis, refereeing soccer,
traveling, and skiing. Faysal looks
forward to his sons’ marriages, having
grandchildren, renewing skills (oil
painting? sailing?), keeping up with
friends, and contributing to healthcare
delivery and education globally,
particularly in Lebanon.

kh. nina Jada’a (BSN ’65, MA ’83) A
1965 Penrose recipient, who earned her
master’s degree in psychology, Nina
writes that 50 years after marching on
the Green Oval at graduation, she is
one of the lucky ones who still feels
strong enough to visit places around
the world and to keep her garden
blooming. She began her career
teaching mental health nursing at AUB
and later  trained nursing teachers for
the Palestinian Red Crescent Society 
in Syria. In Jordan she worked with
USAID and for the Ministry of Health
on developing public health curricula
for nursing schools, and later with the
Noor al Hussein Foundation in rural
community development. In 2001 Nina
translated from Arabic to English the
book Novels and Novelists from Jordan
edited by the renowned writer Nazih
Abu Nidal . “My husband, children and
grandkids fulfill my life, yet memories
of AUB and the 1960s are always there
to cherish.” [nina_jadaa@hotmail.com]

Wadad kadi (BA ’65, MA ’69, PhD ’73,
DHL ’12) After earning her doctorate in
Arabic and Islamic Studies, Wadad
taught at AUB, then Harvard,
Columbia, and Yale. In 1988 she
assumed the position of professor of

“My husband,
children and

grandkids
fulfill my life,
yet memories
of AUB and

the 1960s are
always there
to cherish.”

Kh. Nina Jada’a
BSN ’65, MA ’83

19
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Islamic Thought at the University of
Chicago, where she stayed as the
Avalon Foundation Distinguished
Service Professor until her retirement 
in 2009. Dr. Kadi has published widely
on early Islamic history and thought,
and was awarded the King Faisal
International Prize in 1994, and an
honorary Doctorate in Humane Letters
honoris causa from AUB in 2012. She
lives in Minnesota.

Abdallah M. khabbaz (BBA ’65) is
chairman and CEO of Global Business
Link (BVI), Ltd.  His first professional
position was as manager of Pan Pacific
Jordan Travel Agency, a company that
was established in Amman in 1965 by 
a number of prominent businessmen
and pharmacists, including Anis
Moasher, Radhi Shakh Sheer, Almani,
and others. He has been in Abu Dhabi
since 1973. Now semi-retired, Abdallah
is considering a move back to Amman.
[globalbusinesslink@yahoo.co.uk]

Munir F. nasr (BS ’61, MD ’65) did his
residency training at AUB in OB-GYN
1965-68, and his subspecialty training 
at the University of Iowa in GYN
Oncology, 1968-70. He then practiced
and taught at UCLA (1970-72), at AUB
(1972-86), and at Eastern Virginia
Medical School from 1986 until
retirement in 2009. In 1975, Munir
married Annie Abi Younes, who has a
bachelor’s degree in political science
from St. Joseph’s University. The couple
lives in Norfolk, Virginia. Ten years ago,
they established the Annie and Munir
Nasr Endowed Scholarship at AUB. In
retirement, Munir and Annie have
enjoyed traveling, spending summers 
in their hometown Hammana, reading,
and playing golf and cards. They 
have one son, Nadim, who practices
radiation oncology in Arlington,
Virginia. He is married to Sima Jaafar
whose parents are also AUB graduates.
Munir writes that their two
grandchildren “enrich and sweeten 
our lives.” He believes that it would 
not have been possible for him to
receive higher education without
qualifying for significant financial
assistance. (He came from a large 
family with a modest income and had
excellent academic standing.) “With
complete certainty, I can emphatically

state that without AUB none of this
would have been possible.”

As’ad Abdul rahman (BA ’65, MA ’67)
taught political science at Kuwait
University (1974-83), led the cultural/
scientific Abdul Hamid Shoman
Foundation (1983-97), taught at the
American University in Washington
(1980), and was a part-time professor at
Jordan University. He presided over the
Palestine Student Union in Lebanon,
and was among the founders of the
Palestine resistance movement (PFLP).
As’ad has authored 19 books, several
refereed scientific articles, and made
weekly contributions to the Arab
world’s leading newspapers, all while
focusing on Palestinian issues and
developments. He is currently a board
member and executive chairman of the
Palestine International Institute (PII),
chairman of the Palestinian
Encyclopedia, a trustee of the
University of Jordan, as well as a
minister in the Palestine government-
in-exile (since 1996), a member of the
Palestine National Council (since 1977),
and a member of the Palestine Central
Council (since 1979). As’ad has five
children and three grandchildren.

Maggie nasrallah Saab (Nursing
Diploma ’65) worked for five years at 
the AUB hospital, then married her
“wonderful husband” Mohammed Saab
(BS ’65, MD ’69) in 1970 and moved to
the United States. He retired a few years
ago from his anesthesiology practice.
The couple has two sons: Amin, who
has a master’s degree in physical
therapy, and Amer who has an MBA
from Boston University; and two
adorable grandkids. Maggie attended
college in Boston and got her bachelor’s
degree in the behavioral sciences. 
She is a lifelong learner, which she
attributes to AUB. “Besides giving me 
a wonderful education, AUB taught me
to be broadminded and inquisitive.”
Maggie is a member of the Society of
Friends in Falmouth, Massachusetts, 
a Quaker institution with values she
respects. A few decades ago she and 
her husband ran AUB’s New England
alumni chapter. She is happy that AUB
is improving, adding new programs and
facilities, and building on its reputation
as a beacon of light in the Middle East.

Maggie and Mohammed split the year
between Cape Cod, Massachusetts and
Florida. 

Imad Saad (BEN ’65) Imad has been
working for CCC in various capacities
for the past 50 years.

Atef Sakr (BBA ’65) After graduation,
Atef worked for Chase Bank for 15 years
in Beirut and New York. In 1980 he
joined a bank in Bahrain where he
worked for 24 years. His travels took
him around the world. Throughout his
life, Atef has always been attentive to
the needs of the less fortunate, and he
now runs a charity for that purpose. 
He enjoys gardening. “My closest
friends remain from AUB days, 
without them, and without family, 
life is meaningless. My time at AUB
molded my personality and was the
reason for my success in life.”
[Atef.sakr@gmail.com]

dr. Philip A. Salem (MD ’65) is a
physician, researcher, educator and
international statesman in cancer
medicine. He serves as director
emeritus of cancer research at 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital in
Houston, Texas, and is the president 
of the Salem Oncology Centre. Prior to
his appointment at St. Luke’s, Philip 
served on the faculty of M.D. Anderson
Cancer Center as a professor of cancer
medicine and research. In March 2010,
St. Luke’s announced the establishment
of a cancer research chair in Salem’s
name to honor his contributions to
cancer medicine and as “a lasting
tribute to his leadership and vision 
in the field of oncology.” 

Leila najjar Sharaf (BA ’59, MA ’65)
writes that she married Abdul Hamid
Sharaf (BA ’59, MA ’62) a month after
her graduation from AUB. He was
Jordanian, she was Lebanese, and 
they went to live in Jordan. Exactly 
one day after they returned from their
honeymoon in Paris, Hamid was
appointed Minister of Information. 
This led Leila into a period of intensive
learning about her new life. Two years
later, the 1967 war hit the Arab world,
and Hamid was asked to be Jordan’s
ambassador to the United States. They
moved to Washington, DC for almost
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life.”

Atef Sakr
BBA ’65
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five years where Leila joined the
International Club and the Muslim
Women’s Association, becoming its
president.  In 1972, her husband was
appointed ambassador to the United
Nations. In New York, Leila became
president of the AUB Alumni
Association of North America and
president of the Islamic Cultural Society.
In 1976, the couple moved back to
Amman when King Hussein invited
Abdul Hamid to be chief of the Royal
Court. He served in that capacity for
four years and then was appointed
Prime Minister. Hamid passed away
seven months later. In 1984, King
Hussein asked Leila to serve as Minister
of Information and then as a senator 
(a member of the Upper House of
Parliament) where she remained 
until her resignation in 2012. Today 
H.E. Sharaf is chair of the Board of
Trustees of Philadelphia University 
in Amman, a trustee emerita of AUB, 
a member of the Board of the King
Hussein Foundation, and of several
other organizations dealing with
development, culture and human 
rights. She has two sons: one is a
musician, and the other is a banker.

khalid F. tabbara (BS ’65, MD ’69) is
chairman of the Saudi Scientific Board
of Ophthalmology at the Saudi Council
for Health Specialties in Riyadh, KSA.
He holds professorial or director
positions at Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine, Baltimore,
Maryland; the Eye Foundation for
Research in Ophthalmology, Riyadh,
KSA; and King Saud University, 
Riyadh, KSA. Khalid has established
departments and programs at major
research institutions and universities,
and has served as founding editor or
editor-in-chief for several peer reviewed
scientific journals. A short list of his
many awards includes: gold medals
from the Pakistani Ophthalmological
Society, the Saudi Ophthalmological
Society, the Pan-Arab Council of
Ophthalmology, and The International
Organization Against Trachoma. 
Dr. Tabbara is the recipient of the 
Senior Honor Award from the American
Academy of Ophthalmology, and the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Hellenic Society for the Study of Ocular
Inflammations and Infections.

nami darghouth will serve as
MainGate Class Correspondent (CC)
for the Class of 1970. During his
student days at AUB, Nami was 
active in sports, particularly tennis
and basketball. After graduating 
with a degree in civil engineering, 
he moved to the United Kingdom to
join JD & DM Watson, the international
engineering consultancy where he
had interned as a student. Engineering
consultancy and project management
work took him to Dubai, Greece, and
back to the UK where he eventually
obtained citizenship and expanded
his professional horizons to include 
the oil and gas sector. In 1989, 
Nami established his own UK-based 
oil and gas engineering consultancy,
which grew to employ almost 40
engineers. He has two grown children
from his first marriage, Lena and
Ramzi, and a 2-year-old grandson, all
of whom live in the UK. In December
2011, Nami opted for early retirement,
and in 2014, he married Maya el-Hoss

(BA ’84) in Beirut. He and his wife live
in Annecy, Haute Savoie, France. 
Nami has maintained ties to AUB as 
a committee member of the WAAAUB
Alumni Chapter in Geneva. His first
CC column will appear in the spring
issue of MainGate. 

1970s

1970, Class 
Correspondent
Nami Darghouth (BEN ’70)

Samir r. traboulsi, PhD, 
P. Engineer, is the MainGate Class
Correspondent (CC) for the Class of
1973. Samir has been a member of
and presided over the Engineering
and Architecture Alumni Chapter
(2011-14) and the Lebanon Green
Building Council (2008-12). He is a
senior lecturer at AUB’s Faculty of
Engineering and Architecture, and 
at the Order of Engineers in Beirut.
The general manager of Thermotrade
SAL and managing director of Ranec
SARL, Dr. Traboulsi received the
ASHRAE (formerly known as the
American Society of Heating,
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning
Engineers) Fellow Award at its
meeting in Chicago in January 2015.
Samir and his wife Souad Bu Nassif
have three children: Dima S. Attieh,
M. rafic traboulsi (BS ’05, MS ’08)
and nadim (current student). His first
CC column will appear in the spring
issue of MainGate.

Share your news with the Class of 1973. 
Email: traboulsi.samir@gmail.com 
or maingate@aub.edu.lb

1973, Class 
Correspondent
Samir Traboulsi (BEN ’73,
MEN ’75, MBA ’80) 

Share your news with the Class of 1970. 
Email: classrepresentative.be70@orange.fr 
or maingate@aub.edu.lb
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Patrick collected the following news from the MD class of 1974:

MD 1974, Class Correspondent
Patrick Hitchon (BS ’70, MD ’74)

Share your news
with the Class of
1974. Email:
patrick-hitchon@
uiowa.edu or
maingate@aub.
edu.lb

The loss of kamal Fuad Muakkassa

(BS ’70, MD ’74) is noted by his AUB
friends from the MD Class of 1974. 
[“In Memoriam” MainGate, Summer
2012, pg. 68]. 

elie g. karam (BS ’70, MD ’74) is
professor and head of the Institute 
for Development, Research, Advocacy
and Applied Care (IDRAAC), Medical
Institute for Neuropsychological
Disorders (MIND) in the Department 
of Psychiatry and Clinical Psychology, 
St. George Hospital University Medical
Center, Balamand University, Beirut,
Lebanon. He writes, “I was so
impressed when I read ‘United States 
of America’ as the present place of
residence for so many of us. . . . 
Who knows what would have been
best, coming back to Lebanon or
staying in the United States. I am very
content with where I am living now
(Beirut in winter and Baabdat in
summer). Four kids and the eldest
(Georges) joined my department a 
few years ago. Grandkids are fun. . . .
Older age unravels the tragic and comic
aspects of life and I guess most of us
are planning to, or have started to wind
down on work, and are devoting more
time to travel, new hobbies, and time
with friends and family. I am doing
more research meetings and writing
from home. Some of us have become
more religious or at least spiritual (in
my case). But for sure, I wish we were
still in medical school, eating falafel
and going to Rayyak or the Cedars, and
feeling that the sky is the limit. That
beautiful combination of Lebanon of
the sixties and early seventies, as seen
through the eyes of late teens and early
twenties! I am amazed by how much
we can still be as happy and hopeful as
if life is an eternity (and maybe it is…).” 

rashid Baddoura (BS ’70, MD ’74) 
is an emergency medicine doctor in
Ridgewood, New Jersey. “I surely
cannot match Elie Karam’s eloquence
on the tragi-comedies of our lives
(mostly comedy perhaps), but the 
perplexing fact remains that time has 
moved both swiftly, and, as Proust

would say, silently. It is imperative that
I reference Marcel Proust, if only to
make Jack tohme (BS ’70, MD ’74)
happy. He would expect that from me. 
I reread Marcel Proust À La Recherche
du Temps Perdu [In Search of Lost
Time] last summer and the answer to
the title seems to be in old memories
brought on by the intoxicating smell of
food (the famous madeleine passage).
Elie mentions the glorious falafel, 
and of course who can forget the
“mann’ou’cheh ya ali” with all the
aromas of zaa’tar that it evokes. What
we must do now, as we enter our
golden years, is to organize a reunion
of sorts, anywhere in the world, to
reconnect, reminisce, relive, and reflect
on our lives and the path not taken,
and also to remember our fallen
compadres.”

Sami Husseini (BS ’70, MD ’74) is a
practicing urologist in Ithaca, New
York. “I was absolutely delighted to
read and hear the voices of the second
family we all had! However, I miss
Kamal terribly! What a loss! [Kamal
Fuad Muakkassa (BS ’70, MD ’74)] At
this stage of our professional lives
(although I am still working 12-hour
days, and on call every other day for
my practice and the ER), we should 
not have any excuses not to be able to
attend a reunion!”

kasim Ardati (BS ’70, MD ’74) FAAP,
writes, “Currently I am in Bahrain,
[serving as CEO] at Bahrain Specialist
Hospital. My wife, najah Zayyani

(BS ’73, MD ’77) practices at her
gastroenterology clinic in the same
place. We have four boys: Amer, 
Majed, Ali and Mohammad; and two
grandchildren.” [kasim@bsh.com.bh]

gihan (Abdel) kader (BS ’70, MD ’74)
After AUB, Gihan completed her
residency in neurology and one year of
electroencephalography at Louisiana
State University in New Orleans. That
same year, she met and married James
R. Taylor. They had two children during
a 10-year marriage: Lara, a nurse, and
Trent, a labor attorney. Gihan raised
her children in New Orleans; Wichita,
Kansas; and St. Louis, Missouri. She
changed careers, moving from
academia to private practice in 1983.
She closed her practice in November,
2013, and now works two weeks a
month as a locum tenens. She writes
that she and her family have faced
many challenges, but, “We have a 
good support system and a community
of Egyptians and friends of different
backgrounds. We are blessed and
content. Memories of AUB are alive:
good education and good friends. Life
gives one a mix of challenges; salata.
You add a dressing and enjoy it. The
onions may sting your eyes and bring
forth tears, but tears are the rain that
washes the sadness and clears the
view.” 

Ardati and Family   



CAMES, and for nine years at LAU –
SINARC. I have published two books 
on the teaching of spoken
Arabic/Lebanese. Wafa’s Way sold out
its first edition, and is now in its second
edition. I have three Lebanese/American
kids; two of whom are AUB graduates—
Lara in 2008, and Sergio in 2013.
Morgan, my eldest child, studied at
University of California, San Diego.  
I am so proud to have kids who are 
also AUB graduates.”

Baraah Saadi (BBA ’80) writes, 
“Hello everyone! I am now working 
at Al Bayader School- Beirut as a
teacher/librarian. I’m also the
coordinator for the yearbook and the
recycling club committee. Check me 
out on Facebook.”

gabriel M. rebeiz (BEN ’82) AUB
Trustee Rebeiz was selected, together
with Toyota Motor Company, as one of
the winners of the 2014 R&D 100 Award,
which selects the top 100 inventions 
and discoveries that can change our
world. The award was given for the
development of a new class of
automotive phased array radars, which
have very high imaging capabilities, 
and can be used to track pedestrians
and kids at distances of up to 50 meters
from the car, even in environmentally
challenging conditions. This work will
be implemented in the new generation
of self-driving cars, and in collision
avoidance systems for current
automotive platforms.

vicken J.  Aharonian  (BS ’71, MD ’75) 
is an interventional cardiologist in 
Los Angeles, California. He has been 
the director of the Regional Cardiac
Catheterization Lab at Kaiser
Permanente (KP), Southern California
region since 1991, and program director
for the Interventional Cardiology
Fellowship program since 1997. In
addition, he developed the structural
heart program at KP, including mitral
valvuloplasty for mitral stenosis, and
alcohol septal ablation for Hypertrophic
Obstructive Cardiomyopathy. For the
past four years Vicken has been one of
the Principal Investigators for the
Medtronic CoreValve system, a multi-
center study on aortic stenosis. He has
led the team at KP in performing
transcatheter aortic valve implantation
procedures. CoreValve was approved by
the FDA to treat patients with aortic
stenosis who are either at extreme or
high risk for surgical aortic valve
replacement. [vickenjohn@gmail.com]

Huda n. Abbud (BA ’75) writes: 
“Momentum”
It is 8:00 a.m. Instead of heading to
Nicely (CS 201), and The Epic of
Gilgamesh (I wonder what they read
today?! —Facebook ...), I stay for a
cappuccino at Elissar. From there I 
can see the black portal—girls with
micro skirts, platform shoes heading
towards their classes, moving as if on a
catwalk . . . beautiful people, beautiful
Lebanon. 1973.

Unfortunately unrest is already knocking
on the door. AUB being a microcosm,
there are signs of the coming outburst.
On the green some students are lying,
face to the burning sun.

How could we tell that tomorrow would
be so dark???
[hnabboud@gmail.com]

Antoine Massabni (BA ’75) writes, “In a
nutshell, we’re not getting any younger.
Staying fit is key. I’m passionate about
cycling, just as I was passionate about
tennis back in my AUB days. My favorite
partner was Martin Giesen, my German
201 and 202 professor. Those were the
days!”

Mihran Artinian Md (BS ’80, MD ’85) 
is a board certified neuroradiologist
specializing in back pain management
and interventional radiology. He
practices at the New England Baptist
Hospital in Boston and is a senior
member of the American Society of
Neuroradiology. Mihran  and his wife 
Elo have three children: Areen, a
physician assistant; Haroot, a third-year
student in optometry; and Aleek, a third-
year student in pharmacy. Mihran is
active in the Armenian community in
Boston. In September 2013, he lectured
at a stroke conference in Yerevan,
Armenia.

Wafa kays (BA ’80) writes, “I moved to
the United States in 1986, and stayed
there until 1993. Upon returning to
Lebanon, I continued my studies and
earned a master’s degree in education.
For the past 22 years I have been
teaching Arabic as a foreign language 
at the American Community School in
Beirut. I also taught in the summer
language program for four years at

AUB Everywhere 70s to 00s

1980s

“I am so
proud to have
kids who are

also AUB
graduates.”

Wafa Kays 
(BA ’80) 
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nahida el Assi (MA ’95) received her
PhD from University of Leicester, UK in
2003. She is now a researcher, program
developer, teacher trainer, lecturer, and
writer with numerous publications in
regional and international journals. She
has served as an assistant professor at
the Hariri Canadian University. She is
the proud mother of three distinguished
children: Mohamad, an MA student at
John Molson School of Business and a
part-time employee at Bombardier;
Hiba, a med-school student at McGill;
and Daniel, a civil engineering student
at Polytechnique, Montreal. Nahida is
happy to live near her children as she
starts her own business in Montreal.
[nahida.assi@gmail.com]

Bachir el-Saghir (BS ’96) In August
2014, Bachir graduated with an MBA
from the Executive MBA program at Hult
International Business School at their
Dubai campus.
[bachir.saghir@gmail.com]

ralph el Hage (BA ’05, MA ’09) sends
greetings from Damascus. He is
currently on a mission in Syria with 
the International Committee of the Red
Cross, serving as their spokesperson and
media relations specialist. At AUB Ralph
was active in the Lebanese Red Cross
Club, serving first as its vice president
(2003-04), and then as its president
(2004-05). 

roger Achkar (BA ’85) has recently
worked for the European Commission as
an expert evaluator of proposals. He has
served as a professor of international
relations at many universities in
Lebanon, and in many capacities at the
United Nations and the European Union.

Roger received a PhD in geopolitics from
Université de la Sorbonne Nouvelle, a
masters’s degree in international politics
from Université Libre de Bruxelles, and 
a postgraduate diploma in computer
science from University of Cambridge
(Trinity Hall). He writes, “I had the most
glorious days and happiest memories 
at AUB, and I am loyal to my four
universities including the first university
I went to—my dearest AUB.” 

khaled M. rassamny (BBA ’85) writes,
“Following graduation I joined Beirut
Riyadh Bank as controller/inspector 
for three years, then shifted to the
Commercial Bank of Dubai in UAE as 
a credit officer in the main branch until
1991. Back in Lebanon, I went to work for
Blom Bank as a credit officer from 1991 to
1999, and then joined Al Mawarid Bank,
SAL as Credit Investigation Department
manager, my current position. I am
married to Leila Al Sayegh.”

Pierre edde (BS ’86, MD ’90) specialized
in pulmonary, critical care, and sleep
medicine at Columbia University in New
York. He practiced in Uniontown,
Pennsylvania before returning to

Lebanon in 2008 where he currently
heads the MICU at Notre Dame de
Secours hospital in Jbeil. He also has a
solo office practice in downtown Byblos
and a fulltime teaching position at the
Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK)
Medical School. Peter and his wife Maya
have three children: Diala, a biology
freshman at AUB; Myra at Adma
International School (AIS); and Joseph 
at AIS. [mpedde@yahoo.com]

Amer khatib (BEN ’90) writes, “Since
1990 a lot has happened. I went to work
in the UAE in 1991 in oil and gas project
management for the National Petroleum
Construction Company. I then got
married in 1993, had two children, 
now aged 20 and 15. In 2007, I moved 
to Qatar, and started work with the
liquefied natural gas producer Qatargas,
which is also in the oil and gas projects
management domain, and I am still
there. I recently completed an EMBA at
Ecole Supérieure des Affaires, Beirut.
[amerakh@hotmail.com]

khaled Machaca (BS ’90) graduated
from FAFS with a degree in agriculture.
He then earned a PhD in cell and
developmental biology from Emory
University. Khaled is currently a
professor of physiology at Weill Cornell
Medical College (WCMC) and the
associate dean for research at the WCMC
Qatar campus, where he oversees the
operational, academic, and financial
management of the research program. 

1990s

“I had the most
glorious days and

happiest memories at
AUB, and I am loyal to

my four universities
including the first

university I went to—
my dearest AUB.”

Roger Achkar 
(BA ’85) 
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After completing his MBA at AUB,
AbdulHadi Chalak (BA ’03, MBA ’10)
was recruited by Averda International
to join their Academy Leadership
Program as project manager in business
development and supply chain
management. Currently residing in
Dubai, AbdulHadi is married and has a
beautiful one-year-old, Haya. Between
work and family his schedule is quite
busy. No more hard core sports like
back in the AUB days (rugby, wrestling
and basketball, etc.) but he makes sure
to save time for a run every couple of
days; not to mention deep sea fishing
with the boys when he gets a chance.
[abdulhadi.chalak@gmail.com]

Jad M. Fayad (BA ’10) With his degree 
in public administration, Jad got a job
as a senior consultant in enterprise risk
services at Deloitte & Touche. He then
went to work as the senior group
compliance officer of Barwa Real Estate,
the largest developer in the State of
Qatar, responsible for all operational
and regulatory compliance assurances.
Jad is a certified fraud examiner, and a
certified International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) auditor. He
writes, “There is no doubt that AUB 
was the best educational choice to 
open up such career opportunities.”
[jadfayad@gmail.com]

reema Hajjar (MS ’10) writes, 
“After earning a master’s degree in
computational plasma physics, I decided
to pursue a PhD at the University of
California in San Diego. My work is
focused on studying the transport and
dynamics of impurities and dust particles
in plasmas, an area that has many
applications in the scientific world, as
well in the semi-conductors industry;
specifically in the lithography field where
lasers and plasmas are used for mass
production of computer microchips and
integrated circuits. All of this while
surfing some of the best waves the 
Pacific Ocean has to offer.”
[reema.hajjar@gmail.com]

Zeid Hreish (BBA ’10) In 2014, Zeid
joined Uber Technologies as an
operations manager based in Dubai.
Prior to Uber, he was a senior consultant
with A.T. Kearney in Dubai where he led
projects across multiple sectors
including, but not limited to retail,
banking, real estate, and the public
sector. His work covered the Middle East
region with a focus on UAE, KSA and
Qatar. Zeid also worked as a consultant
at Deloitte & Touche in areas ranging
from strategy to operations and corporate
finance. His business administration
degree was in finance and
entrepreneurship management.
[zhreish@gmail.com]

nizar estatie (BEN ’05) Since 2011 Nizar
has been a site engineer with SBG at
Jeddah KAIA Airport Development in
Saudi Arabia. From 2005-11, he was
employed at CCC as a procurement
engineer at Khursaniyah Gas Plant in
Eastern Province, Saudi Arabia, and at
New Doha International Airport in Qatar.
He decided to change his field of work
from office to site activity coordination
between various subcontractors.

rami el outa is MainGate’s new Class
Correspondent (CC) for the class of
2010. After earning his degrees in
computer science, Rami went to work
for Deloitte & Touche, then finished 
his master’s degree at AUB. He is 
now a project manager at Heineken
International. One of 15 new employees
chosen from an applicant pool of
22,000, Rami travels the world. So far,
he’s been posted to Amsterdam, La
Réunion Island (France), and Madrid.
An avid cook, Rami hosts a Lebanese
dinner in every country he visits. 

Rami collected the following news from
the class of 2010:

Hala Bou Assi (BS ’10) earned a
bachelor’s degree with distinction in
chemistry. She writes, “I spent the best
three years in my life at AUB where I
met amazing friends and colleagues. 
I am currently pursuing my PhD in
nucleic acid chemistry at McGill
University in Montreal, Canada. During
my stay in Montreal I have met many
AUB graduates. AUB is well respected
here in Canada, and many students are
accepted for graduate studies at McGill
University each year. Many thanks
AUB!”

2010 Class Correspondent
Rami El Outa (BS ’10, MS ’13)

Share your news with
the Class of 1973. Email:
rami.outa@gmail.com or
maingate@aub.edu.lb

AUB Everywhere 00s
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Lina Jbara nasr (BS ’08, MPH ’10) After
graduating, Lina chose to stay and work
at the FHS, the faculty where she had
also received her ungraduated degree 
in environmental health, and where 
she had such good friends and fond
memories. She stayed until 2012, when
she married and moved to Abu Dhabi
with her husband, Fouad-Georges Nasr, 
a graduate of the Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology, Australia. 

Lina and Fouad now have a beautiful
one-year-old baby girl, Chloé, and Lina
is happily working at the Abu Dhabi
Education Council as a wellness
specialist. “My greatest challenge in
moving to the UAE was a concern that 
I would not be able to find a workplace
as welcoming as AUB, or colleagues 
and friends as close as those I had
found in the FHS.”

yahya Hajj Shehadeh (BEN ’10, 
MEM ’13). After graduating with his
bachelor’s degree in civil and
environmental engineering, Yahya went
to work as a project engineer at Dar Al-
Handasah Shair and Partners in Beirut.
During his master’s level study abroad
semester, he attended University of 
Oslo in Oslo, Norway. Upon finishing 
his degree, Yahya went to Germany 
for a research semester at Zeppelin
University, and following this, he went
to China for a period of seven months 
to do an internship with BMW. Since
September 2014, Yahya has worked as 
a strategy analyst at Accenture in the
UAE. He enjoys reading, travelling, and
staying in touch with his old friends
from AUB. [Yahya.hajj@gmail.com]

Ansam Sinjab (BS ’07, MS ’10) writes,
“Currently spending the last months of
my four-year PhD program in Heidelberg
writing up my thesis on the topic of
mammary stem cells and DNA damage
in health and disease. In 2015, I plan to
return to Lebanon to pursue my career
aspirations in science education,
science policy, communications, and
outreach. It’s an exciting time for
change!”

Lamiss Zaidouny (MS ’10) writes, “As
any ambitious Lebanese graduate would
do, I pushed the boundaries beyond our
country and moved to Germany right

“My greatest challenge 
in moving to the UAE 
was a concern that I
would not be able to 
find a workplace as

welcoming as AUB, or
colleagues and friends 
as close as those I had

found in the FHS.”

Lina Jbara Nasr
(BS ’08, MPH ’10) 

AUB medical student Salma yassine

(BS ’12) regained her title as Lebanese
National Kickboxing champion last fall.
An action shot of Salma was featured in
MainGate’s “Viewfinder” section in
spring 2013 (Vol. XI, No. 3) 

after finishing my master’s degree. I
started a doctoral program in soft
matter physics at the University of
Stuttgart and the Max-Plank Institute
for Intelligent Systems, within the
framework of Marie Curie-Initial
Training Network: Physics of Complex
Colloids: Equilibrium and Driven. I
finished my PhD in December 2014 in
colloidal quasicrystals, which is a very
interesting topic nowadays. I am a
municipality member in my village 
Al-Klayaa (Marjeyoun) where I am in
the process of initiating a few academic
programs.”
[lamisszaidouny@gmail.com] 

The Philadelphia/Delaware Valley
Alumni Chapter is sponsoring the

compilation of a WAAAUB
Mediterranean Cookbook in time 

for AUB’s 150th anniversary in 2016.  
Learn more and participate:

www.alumniconnections.com/olc/pub/
AVB/cpages/news.jsp?chapter=44

Connect with your fellow alumni

around the kitchen table!

Calling 
all Cooks



In Memoriam
Said tawfik khoury (former student, 1940-42
and 1943-44; DHL ’06) passed away on
October 15, 2014 in Athens, Greece at the age
of 92. Born in Safad, Palestine, Khoury moved
to Lebanon in 1948. In 1952 he and his
partners, including his cousin and
brother-in-law, the late Hasib Sabbagh 
(BA ’41), and the late Kamel Abdul Rahman,
founded Consolidated Contractors 
Company (CCC). Khoury was a trailblazing
philanthropist, humanitarian and
international business leader. He served 
as chairman and trustee of the Welfare
Association in Geneva, and founded the
Bethlehem Development Foundation. A
steadfast supporter of AUB, Khoury helped 
to rebuild College Hall, and he generously
funded FEA’s state of the art CCC Scientific
Research Building in addition to his ongoing
gifts of endowed chairs, scholarships,
critically needed medical equipment, and
medical and engineering conferences.
Honored by the world’s preeminent political

and religious leaders, Khoury’s numerous
awards include an honorary doctorate from
AUB, a Medal of Merit from the AUB Alumni
Association in 2001, Yemen’s Legion of Unity,
Lebanon’s Silver Order of Merit in 2004,
Lebanon’s Gold Order of Merit in 2013, Peter
the Great’s First-Class Medal from the Russian
Federation, the Bethlehem Star Award, and
the Jerusalem Star Award. He received the
highest honors of the Russian Orthodox
Church, the Orthodox Church of Jerusalem,
the General Maronite Council, St. Catherine’s
Order in Sinai, and the Medal of Archon
Depurates. Khoury was awarded an Honorary
Shield from the Annual Congress for
Investment and Capital Arab Group
celebrating 50 years of successful relations
between a model company and its employees,
and in 2013 he received the Palestinian
Diaspora Award from the Holy Land Christian
Ecumenical Foundation. He is predeceased
by his wife Wadad Sabbagh, and survived by
three sons, two daughters and 14
grandchildren.

Alumni

In Memoriam

Notices for
In Memoriam
may be sent to
maingate@aub.edu.lb

Saeb n. Jaroudi, (former student Oct. ’46,
and Oct. ’47 – Feb. ’48 ) was born on
November 25, 1929 in Beirut where he also
died on September 14, 2014. A brilliant
economist and statesman, Jaroudi began his
professional life teaching economics at AUB
and contributed to the pioneering work of its
Economic Research Institute, following his
PhD studies at Columbia University.  He 
went on to serve as Lebanon’s Minister of
Economy, Industry, and Tourism in the
country's only ever technocratic cabinet. 
An important figure in the founding and
leadership of the Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development, the Arab Monetary
Fund, the Arab Authority for Agricultural
Investment and Development, and the
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development, Jaroudi was instrumental in
creating programs and policies to stimulate
growth and facilitate the creation of modern

infrastructure and civic institutions
throughout the rapidly developing Arab
world. He also served for ten years as a 
senior economist at the United Nations’
Center for Development Planning in New
York. He was a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Arab British Chamber of
Commerce Foundation, the British Lebanese
Association, and International College. He
was a long-standing member of the Board 
of Directors of Arab Finance Corporation, 
an elected member of the United Nations
Committee for Development Policy and 
of UNESCO’s International Fund for the
Promotion of Culture, and an elected fellow
of London’s Royal Numismatic Society.
Jaroudi is survived by his wife Leila Salaam,
his children Nadim (Ned) Jaroudi (former
student 1983-84), and Lamia Jaroudi, and 
one grandson.

Said tawfik khoury 
(former student, 1940-42

and 1943-44; dHL ’06)

“AUB is enormously proud
to have Said Khoury as a
former student, Honorary
Doctor and as a generous
benefactor. His remarkable
professional achievements
with CCC and his personal

philanthropy have
transformed the Arab

world and had a positive
impact on the lives of
thousands, including

countless AUB graduates.”  

Chairman Philip S. Khoury

Saeb n. Jaroudi
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Ibrahim dagher (BA ’47, MD ’51) passed
away on December 7, 2014 in Lebanon. A
world renowned thoracic and cardiovascular
surgeon, Dagher’s many “firsts” include: the
first open-heart surgery in the region in 1958
and the first total cardiopulmonary bypass in
Lebanon (and only the fifth worldwide) in
1960. In order to achieve these surgeries,
Dagher worked with technicians in the
medical machine shop to construct an
extracorporeal cardiac pump, which was
used successfully until it was replaced with a
manufactured heart-lung machine. He was
also the first AUB graduate to apply to, and be
accepted by, the American Board of Surgery.

Dagher completed his training in
cardiothoracic surgery at Case Western
Reserve University, in Cleveland, Ohio, and
then returned to work at AUBMC in 1957 until
he became Honorary Clinical Professor of
Surgery (cardio-thoracic) and emeritus
professor of surgery in 1996. In recognition 
of Dagher’s valuable contributions to the
practice and study of medicine, a street was
named after him in Ain Mreisseh, Ras Beirut
in 2009. He was granted a Merit Award in
1999 and awarded the Lebanese Order of the
Cedars, Commander Rank, in 2004. Dagher is
survived by his wife, Dr. Daad Mughabghab,
three sons, and a daughter.  

Haifa darghawth Zein 
(BA ’64)

Haifa darghawth Zein (BA ’64) passed away
on October 5, 2014 at the age of 75 at the
American University Medical Center. She 
was the daughter of the late Dr. Rashad
Darghawth, a professor of Arabic literature, a
high public official, and a famed author, poet,
and children’s book writer whose works are
still studied as part of the Arabic curriculum
at schools in Lebanon and in the wider Arab
world. Haifa was a career educator who
obtained her Teaching Diploma from the
British Lebanese Training College (the
Lebanese Evangelical School for Girls). She
taught in Beirut at the International College
(IC) Elementary School from 1957-61, in

private schools, and in the Lebanese public
school system as a teacher of Arabic literature
at the high school level for 25 years. For four
decades, Haifa also contributed to the legal
research and publications of her husband
Judge Hussein Zein, and she co-authored
several legal reference volumes with him 
that are used extensively by the legal
profession in Lebanon. From a large AUB
family that includes her brothers Kamal 
(BE ’63), Nami (BE ’70) and Bashar (BS ’72,
MS ’75), Haifa is survived by her husband
Hussein, her three brothers, two sons,
Ghassan (BA ’88) and Ramzi (BA ’89), and
four grandchildren.

Farid I. Haurani (BA ’49, MD ’53) Born in
Gaza, Palestine in 1928, Haurani passed away
on November 11, 2014 in Florence, South
Carolina. His father Iskander Hourani (MD
1913) of Lebanon was an influential physician
and public health officer with the British
Mandate Government of Palestine from
1918-48. Following graduation from AUB,
Farid moved to the United States, served a
two-year fellowship in hematology at the
Cardeza Foundation for Hematologic
Research at Jefferson Medical College, now
Thomas Jefferson University, and joined their
faculty. He became a US citizen in 1962.
Asked to do research on iron and vitamin B12
at the Pasteur Institute in Paris and the Royal
Free Hospital in London, respectively,
Haurani took early retirement from Thomas
Jefferson.

When he returned in 1992, he was awarded
the title of professor emeritus of medicine.
The author of more than 110 scientific articles
and publications, Haurani’s wide-ranging
interests included the fine arts. He urged art
scholars to make note of the unexplored
similarities in the portraiture techniques of
Philadelphia’s Thomas Eakins and Lebanon’s
Khalil Saleeby. An engaged alumnus and
lifelong supporter of AUB, his charitable
giving to the University includes a visiting
professorship, plans for an endowed
scholarship in his name, and gifts to various
AUBMC initiatives. In 2000, his book on
Middle East history, Olinda’s Dream: Palestine
and Lebanon Remembered, was published by
Xlibris Press, Philadelphia. He is survived by
his sister Aida Hourani, and five nieces.

Ibrahim dagher
(BA ’47, Md ’51)

Farid I. Haurani 
(BA ’49, Md ’53)
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Ambassador Charles W. Hostler (MA ’55, 
DHL ’07 ) passed away on September 28, 2014
in Coronado, California at the age of 94. A
soldier, diplomat, ambassador, businessman,
philanthropist, scholar, educator, author, 
and global traveler with a prodigious interest
in world affairs and the Middle East, his
contributions to Lebanon and AUB will
continue to exert influence for generations 
to come. Dr. Hostler earned a BA from the
University of California, Los Angeles, as well
as a master’s degree and doctorate from
Georgetown University. His extraordinary life
encompassed the Great Depression, World
War II and the emergence of the United States
as a world power. For his actions as a member
of a counter-espionage unit that landed at
Utah Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944, Hostler
was awarded a Purple Heart and the French
Legion of Honor. After he retired as a colonel
from the US Air Force in 1963, Hostler served
as Deputy Assistant Secretary for 

International Commerce and Director of the
Bureau of International Commerce in the
Department of Commerce. He was US
Ambassador to the State of Bahrain from
1989-93 (during the Persian Gulf War) and
honorary Consul General of the Kingdom of
Bahrain since 1993. President of the Pacific
Southwest Capital Corporation of San Diego,
and president of his own investment and
leasing companies in California, Hostler was
a dedicated philanthropist. His gift to build
the spectacular Charles W. Hostler Student
Center, which opened in 2008, was one of the
largest single donations ever made to AUB.
Over the course of his life, Hostler received
decorations from nine foreign countries and
four religious leaders. He was predeceased 
by his son, Charles Hostler Jr., and is survived
by his wife, Chinyeh. Buried with full military
honors at Arlington National Cemetery on
December 10, 2014, Hostler rests alongside his
father, Sidney Marvin Hostler, a U.S. Army
officer during World War I.

Pierre Azoury passed away on November 19,
2014 at the age of 84. Born in Port Said,
Egypt, Azoury earned a BS in mechanical
engineering from the University of Glasgow,
and a doctorate from Imperial College
London. He then joined AUB, eventually
becoming a full professor, serving as
chairman of the Mechanical Engineering
Department from 1987-95. In addition to
engineering, Azoury had a passion for
classical music and was an accomplished
improvisational pianist and recording artist.

He was widely recognized for his
contributions to commemorations honoring
Chopin’s 150th and Mozart’s bicentennial
anniversaries. Remarking on the ties between
his two fields of endeavor, Azoury said, “In 
all arts and sciences, there’s an emotional
ecstasy in invention.” At the time of his
passing, he held a double appointment as
professor in the Department of Mechanical
Engineering and as professor in the
Department of Fine Arts and History.

Friends

Peter Heath passed away after a long illness
on November 12, 2014 at the age of 65 at his
home in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. Heath
served as provost at AUB from 1998 to 2008,
when he accepted the position of chancellor
of the American University of Sharjah. During
his tenure at AUB, Heath is credited with
rebuilding the University’s academic
standing. He worked closely with academic
deans, helped recruit a distinguished and
diverse faculty, and successfully guided AUB
through a rigorous six-year accreditation
process. He also oversaw the reinstitution of
eight PhD programs, in addition to updating
registration of all AUB academic programs
with the New York State Department of
Education. Heath is also credited with
launching  a number of interfaculty research
units  and many new academic support units,
including the Office of Admissions, Financial

Aid, Grants and Contracts, the Center for
Teaching and Learning, and Academic
Computing. Always an active scholar, he
authored two monographs, as well as dozens
of articles in refereed professional journals.
Heath received his BA magna cum laude from
Princeton University and his PhD in Near
Eastern languages and civilizations from
Harvard University. His first faculty
appointment was at Birzeit University in 
the West Bank in Palestine. In 1986, he 
joined Washington University in St. Louis 
as a professor of Arabic language and
literature. While there, he also directed the
Center for the Study of Islamic Societies 
and Civilizations and chaired the Department
of Asian and Near Eastern Languages and
Literatures. Heath is survived by his wife
Marianne and his children, Christina and
Simon. 

Peter Heath

Charles W. Hostler
(MA ’55, dHL ’07)
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“Ambassador Hostler 
was a statesman of the 
highest caliber, one who
believed in the promise 
of dialogue to narrow
ideological differences 
and inspire international
cooperation. Through his
life, he represented all of
the qualities we wish to

impart to our graduates: a
broad world view, a lifelong

passion for learning,
tolerance and empathy, 
and a commitment to the

service of others.”

Chairman Philip S. Khoury

Pierre Azoury



Built in 1914, West Hall, perhaps more than any other building on campus, puts the University
zeitgeist on display. Cleveland H. Dodge, son of founding Trustee William E. Dodge, and a
group of young Syrian Protestant College (SPC) staff members donated the initial $60,000

needed for its construction. While other buildings have been repurposed over the years, West
Hall remains true to its original function as a student center, though student pastimes have

changed with time. Instead of billiards and roller-skating, students play cards or rush to 
meet the latest Outlook deadline.

Since its inauguration a century ago in honor of Robert Haldane West, a widely loved 
and respected academic and administrator at SPC, West Hall has played host to countless

scholars, musicians, activists, poets, and actors. Russian poet and critic of the Soviet Union
Yevgeny Yevtushenko packed the auditorium in the 1960s, as did Palestinian spokeswoman

Hanan Ashrawi in 1998. More recently, on December 17, 2014, University of South 
Carolina at Chapel Hill Professor Zeina Halabi gave a lecture in Auditorium A 

on celebrated Egyptian singer Umm Kulthum and her place among 
Egyptian dissenters. 

About West Hall

7372



Return Address

American University of Beirut
Office of University Advancement 
PO Box 11- 0236 1107- 2020
Beirut, Lebanon

Do you have photos like this early
negative in the garden of Marquand
House, that you would be willing to
share? Help preserve AUB’s rich
history and let the university
archives know. 
Email: asc@aub.edu.lb  




