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Bedros Torossian (BA ’17) is the first in his family to go to
college. He studies Ottoman history at AUB. “I’m interested in
the late Ottoman period and how the educational institutions
of that era helped shape the identities of the people living in
the region.” He hopes to earn his master's and doctorate in
the subject on his way to becoming a professor, perhaps, he
says, at AUB. “AUB Jafet library is my favorite place. I spend
most of my time there. I often visit the AUB special archives
and special sections that I use for my history papers. I spend
my free time reading. I recently read a memoir of three Arab
soldiers who had participated in World War I: one worked in
the Ottoman Commiserate in Jerusalem; the other two went to
the fronts, the Russian and Gallipoli. I know I’ll be a lifelong
student.” Bedros currently receives a mix of scholarships from
the WAAAUB Northern Emirates Chapter, the Armenian
General Benevolent Union, and the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation.
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Dear fellow alumni and friends of AUB,

Let me start by sending my greetings and the
warmest of welcomes to this Spring ’17 edition of
The MainGate, where we have the great pleasure
of launching BOLDLY AUB, our ambitious
campaign to accelerate the University’s
educational and research missions into the 
middle of this century.

I would like to take this opportunity to talk to you
about what really matters in our view. In the
words of the great Board Chair Emeritus Richard
Debs, the things that really matter always hurt.
They are the things that might seem hard to live
with in the short-term, but they are the last things
you can afford to cut. They keep you up at night,
wondering if you are equal to the task. But they
are the things you manage to do precisely because
they matter. I know at times like these the things
that really matter—the last that should be cut—are
education and opportunity. Our world is at a
crossroads. We are seeing this clearly in the MENA
region, the US, Europe, and throughout the world.
Education leads to opportunity, and every
individual deserves the opportunity to realize his
or her own potential. Education for Aristotle was
“an ornament in prosperity and a refuge in
adversity;” for Benjamin Franklin it was “the
investment which pays the best interest;” and for
Nelson Mandela: “the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.” That’s
actually my favorite, even as a physician and a
pacifist—all of you know how effective a weapon
the education at AUB is, for peace, for prosperity,
for opportunity.

That is why we have launched BOLDLY AUB: The
Campaign to Lead, Innovate, and Serve. We believe
the most important thing we can do in our lifetime
is to school responsible and caring citizens and
develop inspirational and effective leaders at the
most important university in the Arab world. Our
preeminence does not mean we have the resources
of a Harvard or a Yale, but we have a resonance
throughout the Arab world that is extraordinary,
influencing policy, healthcare, medicine, the
humanities. That places a tremendous and
awesome responsibility on our community today.
The BOLDLY Campaign will modernize our Medical
Center—making it the best in the region and
enhancing its world class reputation. The hospital
celebrates its own 150th anniversary this year—
you’ll be learning more about that in the next issue
of The MainGate. We are proud of AUBMC’s
transformative history, which helped keep
Lebanon whole during the war because it treated
everyone the same, without regard for political or
religious affiliations, from the wounded fighters to
the fragile victims, the least fortunate to those with
great fortunes. This has defined AUB’s egalitarian
approach for 150 years.

You can delve more deeply into the campaign
goals and activities in a special 10-page insert in
this MainGate, including tributes to the incredible
partnership with AUB of the late Trustee Maroun
Semaan and his family, Trustee Talal Shair at the
head of Dar Group, and Mr. Jamal Daniel of The
Levant Foundation. These three outstanding foci
of vision and purpose have furnished AUB with
the three largest gifts in our history. This is
philanthropy that really matters, and which
“hurts” inasmuch as it is not easy, and it takes real
commitment. They have our eternal thanks, as
does every donor, whatever their means, who puts
their sweat equity into this extraordinary
enterprise. With your faith in AUB, this is now a
magnificent opportunity to serve, not only as a
sacrifice, but as a privilege and an honor, in the
cause of education and the building of a better
future. 

Fadlo R. Khuri

Views from Campus

Letter from the president



Dear MainGate readers, 

Last year, we looked back at AUB’s history-making achievements, which spurred advancement
in the humanities, arts, sciences, engineering, and medicine, and the impact it had on Lebanon
and the wider Middle East. This year we look towards future achievement in those same fields,
with the launch of BOLDLY AUB: The Campaign to Lead, Innovate, and Serve. A high bar has
been set, $650 million, which will allow us to recruit the best scholars, improve our campus
infrastructure, and better integrate AUB’s faculties and departments to produce impactful
scholarship. 

This issue, in keeping with the theme of impact, tells the story of a group of students who
brought solar lighting to a remote village in Akkar; professors whose work supports the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals; AUB’s commitment to building Lebanon’s first
national research education network (NREN); Huda Zoghbi’s pioneering medical research; and
TAMAM’s push for grassroots education reform in the Arab world. Moreover, our students are
participating and succeeding in a growing number of highly competitive innovation
competitions.

On the geopolitical side, the stories of AUB International Advisory Council members Zalmay
Khalilzad (BA ’72, MA ’74) and Lakhdar Brahimi give us their different inside perspectives on
some of the most consequential events in Middle East and world history, while the AUB-led
Lancet Commission deliberates on how to handle the myriad health challenges resulting from
the Syrian civil war. 

It being the inaugural campaign issue, I’m eager to share our celebrations of BOLDLY AUB’s
Beirut and New York launches where you’ll get a taste of our higher aims and grand projects
currently in the works, and perhaps spot a few familiar faces. We ask for your continued support
during this crucial phase that AUB may continue to lead, and lead well. 

Martin Asser, Executive Editor
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A Breakthrough 
Powered by Compassion

AUB Trustee Huda Zoghbi (BS ’76) is a
recipient of this year’s Breakthrough
Prize, a Silicon Valley-inspired award
that recognizes achievement in life
sciences, fundamental physics, and
mathematics. A professor at Baylor
College of Medicine and the founding
director of the Jan and Dan Duncan
Neurological Research Institute at
Texas Children's Hospital, Zoghbi has
long been recognized as a science
superstar. Her discovery of the genetic
cause of Rett Syndrome and her
ongoing research into rare brain
disorders hold promise for unlocking
the mysteries of autism and Alzheimer’s
disease. As a resident pediatrician in
the 1980s, Zoghbi was frustrated by the
dearth of medical knowledge as to how
best to treat children who had
inexplicably lost mobility and speech.
She decided to switch paths and
become a geneticist because, she says,
“I was heartbroken that I had to tell
parents nothing could be done about
their child’s disease.” When colleagues
tried to dissuade her from pursuing
research into rare diseases on the
grounds that such efforts are routinely
underfunded, Zoghbi put her faith in
compassion. She went on to identify 
the genes responsible for two rare
neurological disorders and vows “not to
retire until I find a treatment for any of
the diseases that I work on.”

Google cofounder Sergey Brin
presented Zoghbi with “the richest
award in science” at a red carpet event
in Silicon Valley last December. He

commented: “As a Russian emigrant, it
gives me great pleasure to give this
award to a Lebanese emigrant.” Zoghbi
is a Howard Hughes Medical Institute
investigator and a member of the
Institute of Medicine, the National
Academy of Sciences, and the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science. Recent awards include
Canada’s Gairdner International Award,
the Shaw prize, the first Nemmers Prize
for Medicine, and the Jessie Stevenson
Kovalenko Medal, awarded every three
years by the US National Academy of
Sciences. “You could give me all the
money in the world to do another job
and I wouldn’t do it,” Zoghbi told The
Guardian. “I am working on something
that will help people, and that reward
is with you every day.”

“Just as we are not surprised that Dr.
Zoghbi’s prominence is continually

validated by the world’s most coveted
prizes in science, so too are we not

surprised that she hasn’t sought to use
her winnings for personal enrichment but
rather has given every penny back to

educate and inspire other transformative
scientists. We are particularly grateful to
be able to announce the four-year Huda
and William Zoghbi Scholarship in

Science and Medicine, which we will be
able to initiate with the interest from her

latest most generous gift.” 
President Fadlo Khuri
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Face to Face
Rabih Shibli Rebuilds

Rabih Shibli was a newly-minted master’s
graduate in urban design when Israeli
forces bombarded his village of al-Qulaylah
in 2006. On moving back home, through
the rubble and the unraveling plumbing
and electric lines, he wondered how,
enmeshed in this chaos and destruction,
residents could rebuild to any sort of
standard. 

After a year of intense volunteering, Shibli
founded and directed the non-profit
organization Beit bil Jnoub (House in the
South). The unprecedented level of
destruction and the lack of a national
post-war reconstruction plan prompted
Shibli to partner with UN-Habitat for funds,
to staff unions of municipalities with
engineers who could help a large number
of villages rebuild. An AUB instructor at 
the time, he brought his students to
construction sites where they gained
hands-on experience in post-conflict
reconstruction.  

Through this experience, he found a calling
that would lead to AUB’s Center for Civic
Engagement and Community Service
(CCECS); he joined CCECS as a consultant
in 2008, became associate director of
Community Development Projects in 2013,
and director in 2015. His first project with
the center, Upgrading Souk Sabra, tackled
the access to basic services in a highly
informal and haphazardly organized
market. “It’s the busiest market in Beirut,
open 24/7. Yet the neighborhood does not
exist on the blueprints of planning
departments,” which, Shibli notes, is the
case for much of the region’s slums and
shantytowns.

The Syrian refugee crisis has pushed
population growth in underserved areas 

to new heights and living standards to new
lows across Lebanon, a problem Shibli has
helped to address with the GHATA (ghata
means cover in Arabic), a multifunctional
unit he designed in 2013. It takes six hours
to build and three to take down and serves
as a testament to what can be done using
low-cost materials and local resources
creatively. GHATA won plaudits this past
summer when Design and Flow, an
organization that promotes impactful
design, selected it for exhibition at Industry
City for NYCxDesign Week 2016. Shibli
spoke to students and faculty at Parsons
School of Design giving them “a
background on AUB and its work with
refugees, and showed them the seven
GHATA schools we assembled.” The schools
are currently in use in the Beqa’a Valley.  

Through the CCECS, Shibli promotes
innovative solutions to societal challenges,
drawing on the expertise of AUB faculty
and staff, while simultaneously providing
transformative educational experiences for
students who participate in and lead
community service projects. Some recent
student projects include developing a waste
management plan for North Lebanon,
educating refugees in the Beqa’a, providing
art therapy for Beirutis, championing road
safety in Mount Lebanon, and promoting
disability awareness in the South and
women’s economic empowerment in the
Chouf.

In the future, Shibli hopes CCECS will 
have a regional outreach program. Civic
engagement, he adds “is an imperative –
for reconstruction and reconciliation 
in a war-torn region, for upgrading
informalities in overpopulated cities, 
and for empowering the underserved 
in marginalized landscapes.”

Inspiration 
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Presidential Symposium

The University commemorated the launch of the BOLDLY AUB Campaign with an inspiring
Presidential Symposium entitled “The Humanities at AUB: Building Better Futures from the
Inside Out.” In an intimate setting at West Hall’s Bathish auditorium on January 17, two
panels probed the subjects “Inside the Humanities: Leadership and Innovation” and
“Beyond the Academy: Learning for Life, Engaging in Life.” Deans, department chairs,
professors, distinguished alumni, and remarkable students discussed the importance of the
humanities in developing the creativity, curiosity, and critical reasoning needed by our
complex modern societies. At a time when the humanities are under siege in higher
education and students around the world are focused on professional development, this
symposium offered a platform for the testimonies of young people who left the sciences  and
discovered meaning and a deeper understanding of life in the humanities. Their message is
clear: technology may provide the structural apparatus that connects us, but the humanities
reinforce social bonds.

New to the Neighborhood

. . . but hardly new to Beirut, Mona El Hallak (BAR ’90; MArch, Syracuse University) has
been appointed to lead AUB’s Neighborhood Initiative following the retirement of founding
director Cynthia Myntti. A celebrated architect and conservationist, Mona El Hallak has
worked on numerous preservation campaigns over the past 20 years, most prominently,
“Beit Beirut,” the iconic Barakat Building, which, thanks to her efforts, will be turned into a
museum. Awarded the Ordre National du Merite au grade de Chevalier in 2015, El Hallak is a
passionate defender of Beirut’s rich cultural heritage; a visionary with her eye on the
complex challenges posed by a need to balance new development with the preservation of
historic urban landscapes; and a welcome addition to our neighborhood.

A literary event held on February 17 celebrated the
75th anniversary of the birth of Syrian playwright
Saadallah Wannous, whose private library was
generously donated to AUB.

Contestants in the First Street Dabke Competition,
March 22.

On April 12, FEA won the annual Big [football]
Game. AUB’s new, symbolically significant mascot,
The Phoenix, was unveiled at the event.

In mid-April, FAS hosted a conference entitled
“Urbicide II: Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Palestine – Postwar
Reconstruction” to examine the implications of the
destruction of urban space and shed light on
postwar reconstruction and development in the
region. 

IN CASE 
YOU 
MISSED IT



What does it take to bring renewable
energy to the world’s most remote
corners? Lots of big, powerful
organizations, such as the European
Union, USAID, and the Clinton and
Gates foundations want to know.
Renewable energy figures prominently
in the UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals. Through its network Students for
Sustainable Energy for All (SSEA), the
non-profit Global Energy Initiative (GEI)
has mobilized students across the world
to establish chapters at their home
universities. Students at AUB have
established the Middle East’s first SSEA
chapter, and their early experiences
offer tentative cause for optimism.

A little more than a year after the AUB
chapter launched, Mariam Dabboussi
(BEN  ’18) walked up to a club stand on
a hot, sunny day in October 2015 and
heard the SSEA pitch: Let’s light up a
village with renewable energy. “He was
a great salesman, so I was intrigued,”
she says.

When Dabboussi began attending SSEA
meetings, she learned that members
weren’t uniformly behind the idea.
Many felt there were too many obstacles
to navigate—municipal politics,
fundraising, and technical difficulties—
and that they should focus on
awareness campaigns and other more
immediately feasible goals. “I told the
club president we should keep trying,”
Dabboussi says. Eventually, she took
ownership of the Light Up a Village
project (LUV) herself, then partnered
with another student, junior computer
and communications engineering major
Mohammed Fares Al Jajeh (BEN ’17).
They met with Computer Engineering
Department Chair Sami Karaki, who, 

Light Up a Village

For many Beirutis, 
Jawad’s village Mejdel,
home to farmers and

craftsmen, might as well
belong to another country.
Located in the mountains 
of Akkar, about an hour
from the district capital 

of Tripoli, the houses seize
the eye with their pink,
yellow, green, and purple
hues, but there’s no clear
sense of how many people

live there, whether
hundreds or a few

thousand.

Inspiration 



Al Jehjeh says, “verified some of our
ideas,” bolstering their decision to
explore solar light poles, equipped with
solar batteries that charge during the
day and switch on at night.

Next, they had to track down the lamp
poles and figure out how to install
them. They reached out to renewable
energy companies all over Lebanon to
better understand the market. “Only
Smart Age [a Beirut-based energy
solutions company] really seemed
willing to help, not only engage with us
as a business but also teach and mentor
us,” Dabboussi says. Smart Age taught
them the market: Chinese solar light
poles were cheaper, but German ones
were better quality and lasted longer.
They also turned to AUB lecturer 
Dr. Hassan Harajli, who connected the
team with UNDP-CEDRO, a joint venture
with the Central Bank of Lebanon
promoting renewable energy. CEDRO
helped to install solar light poles in
Lebanese towns but generally avoided
the smaller, far-flung villages.

These villages, the team thought, might
offer the best candidates for LUV. To
find out, they’d have to get in touch
with the right government officials.
There’s no public phone directory for
Lebanon’s village mayors; such
information is passed through
“informal networking,” Dabboussi says.
She was able to get some names and
numbers from her father, a construction
contractor, after listing village names
that popped up when she googled
“poorest villages in Lebanon.”
“The first mayor didn’t pick up,”
Dabbousi recalls. The second, a man

named Abdulkader Jawad, boomed
enthusiastically over the phone. “He
was very encouraging and supportive 
of his constituents. He already helped
some of them with his own money,
though he didn’t have much.” The third
village was too close to the Syrian
border.

For many Beirutis, Jawad’s village
Mejdel, home to farmers and craftsmen,
might as well belong to another
country. Located in the mountains of
Akkar, about an hour from the district
capital of Tripoli, the houses seize the
eye with their pink, yellow, green, and
purple hues, but there’s no clear sense
of how many people live there, whether
hundreds or a few thousand. “At first,
they thought we were foreigners,”
Daboussi says, describing their first
visit. “It wasn’t until we spoke [about
the project] that they opened up, and
even then there was still some
wariness.” An old sheikh served as their
guide. “He led us to a mosque in a
square that lacked lights and told us
how it wasn’t safe at night.”

Smart Age Operations Manager Eli
Khoury determined they would need 
at least 10 solar light poles, given the
angles and each pole’s maximum light
radius of 20 meters. That meant
spending $27,000 to buy and install
them.

“We researched companies that were
interested in corporate social
responsibility and sustainability and
contacted them, around 90 in total,”
Dabboussi says. Their first 30 or so
meetings were “complete disasters.

They said the economy was bad and
they had to be careful.” At least it gave
the pair time to hone their professional
presentation. They began wearing suits
and built an on-line presence that made
it clear they were operating under
AUB’s umbrella. Dabbousi didn’t spend
a lot of time worrying about whether it
was all worth it: “I’d eat, sleep, and
think LUV. I didn’t like how people
assumed we couldn’t do it. I wanted to
prove them wrong. It became personal,
our baby.”

Their dedication has paid off. The
fundraising team expanded: BankMed,
Deloitte, Byblos Bank, and the Chamber
of Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture
in Tripoli and the North of Lebanon,
eventually all signed on. UNDP-CEDRO
agreed to provide half the light poles
they needed. Those funds, in addition
to support from the AUB 150th
Committee and vendor stands at
university sporting events, put them
over the finishing line.

The funds, of course, “had to go
through AUB procurement.” Once they
were released, the light poles went up.
The mayor expressed his gratitude. “It’s
changed the atmosphere in the village,”
Jawad says. “There’s light day and
night.” At a commemoration ceremony
held inside Charles Hostler Auditorium,
President Khuri personally praised the
endeavor: “This is one of the most
impressive projects that we have seen
carried out in our 150th year.”

“I’d eat, sleep, and
think LUV. I didn’t like
how people assumed
we couldn’t do it. I

wanted to prove them
wrong. It became

personal, our baby.”
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Published 
& Produced
Theater Art Music

A highly successful, pioneering production
of Shakespeare’s King Lear translated into
colloquial Lebanese Arabic was staged at 
Al Madina Theater in Hamra last December.
A collaboration of AUB’s English 244 theater
workshop and the Faction Theatre, a
professional London-based theatre
company, the production was part of AUB’s
Theater Initiative, founded to incorporate
theater into the AUB curriculum and the
cultural life of the community. Sahar Assaf
who codirected the play with Rachel
Valentine-Smith, also played Cordelia, and
shared translation credit with Nada Saab
and Raffi Feghali. AUB Professor Robert
Myers produced the play and co-founded 
the Theater Initiative with Assaf. He
commented, “People have told us repeatedly
that especially before the war there was an
extraordinary theatrical culture at AUB. 
We have done our best to help grow this
community and to connect with the wider
community because this is what AUB
historically represented.”

At the Rose and Shaheen Saleeby Museum

Exhibit runs through the end of October 2017

The exhibition proposes three categories,
Mimesis, Expression and Construction for
the understanding of art. It suggests that
much of the art produced between the early
twentieth century and the present can be
seen as having been made according to one
of the these categories.  The core of the
exhibition consists of paintings drawn from
AUB’s Permanent Collection. The public is
invited to view the art through the prism of
the three categories.  

ThE FIRST LEBANESE LEAR

Roger Assaf as King Lear

MIMESIS, ExPRESSIoN, CoNSTRUCTIoN

The AUB Choir and Choral Society performed
a joint concert in Assembly Hall with the
Swiss youth chorus “choR inteR kultuR”
(RRR for short) on April 24th and 25th. The
program “aanilhoub - about love” by
director/composer Fortunat Frölich featured
muwashshah singer Rima Khcheich. Frolich’s
opus combines traditional Arabic songs with
European polyphony and harmony. He
commented, “On the cultural level, we meet
each other a lot more with curiosity rather
than prejudice. But when different musical
systems collide there rises a conflict too…
which can lead us to surprising and positive
solutions.”  

MUSIC EAST ANd WEST



1. ThE LESSoNS oF
LEBANoN: ThE 
ECoNoMICS oF WAR 
ANd dEvELoPMENT 

The Red Sea: In Search of Lost Space by Alexis Wick, (University of California Press,
2016) Because of its strategic location separating Africa and Asia, the Red Sea has
been one of the world’s most navigated spaces by those in pursuit of trade,
pilgrimage, and conquest. Wick explores how the world and the sea were imagined
differently before imperial European hegemony. Searching for the lost space of
Ottoman sea visions, The Red Sea makes a deep argument about the discipline of
history and the historian’s craft.

2. ThE REd SEA:
IN SEARCh oF
LoST SPACE

3. PRINTINg ARAB
ModERNITy: BooK
CULTURE ANd ThE
AMERICAN PRESS IN
NINETEENTh-CENTURy
BEIRUT

Making a Difference: Reflecting on the Past, Thinking of the Future by James L. Hecht
(CreateSpace, 2016) weaves a poignant personal story into an inspiring narrative of
activism for societal change and transformation. An astute political observer, Hecht
has an impressive record of constructive action with respect to many of society’s
thorniest issues, including national security, health care, housing, taxation, civil
rights, conflicts in the Middle East, and international aid work.

4. MAKINg A dIFFERENCE:
REFLECTINg oN ThE PAST,
ThINKINg oF ThE FUTURE

Written Word

4

5. ThE ALEPPo 
CooKBooK

5

3

2

1

The Lessons of Lebanon: The Economics of War and Development by Samir Makdisi
(I.B. Taurus, 2016 edition) Since 1945, more than two hundred significant intrastate
conflicts have erupted in countries that achieved independence from colonial rule
after World War II, and the case of Lebanon is informative. This book includes an
in-depth analysis of Lebanese economic development during the second half of the
20th century, placing special emphasis on the civil war (1975-90) and its aftermath.
Makdisi assesses the principal phases of national development since the period of
Lebanese independence in the 1940s and those conditions necessary for sustainable
development in Lebanon, as well as many other developing countries.

Printing Arab Modernity: Book Culture and The American Press in
Nineteenth-Century Beirut by Hala Auji (Brill, 2016) presents American Press
publications from the 1800s as important visual and material objects that offer
unique insights into an era of changing societal concerns and shifting intellectual
attitudes on the part of Ottoman Syria’s Muslim and Christian populations. This
study demonstrates that printed books are worthy of close visual scrutiny and that
print culture was a significant factor in an emerging Arab modernity.

The Aleppo Cookbook by Marlene Matar (Interlink, 2016) unlocks the secrets of a
distinctive cuisine with practical guidance on Middle Eastern cooking techniques as
well as step-by-step instructions in more than 200 irresistible recipes. At a time when
Aleppo has become a synonym for despair, Matar’s cookbook offers a crucial means
of safeguarding the city’s culinary heritage for generations to come.
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Inspiration 

A food app gobbled up this year’s
Faculty of Engineering and
Architecture-sponsored Social
Entrepreneurship Hackathon. AUB
students Joseph Matar (BA ’18), Tony
Tohme (BA ’18), Elie Lebbos (BA ’18),
Fred Gebrael (BA ’18), and Johnny
Toumieh (BA ’18) formed the team, The
Pacifiers, and created Foodbite, an app
meant to encourage anonymous food
donations. 

“We were originally thinking of making
a LinkedIn for Syrian immigrants, but 
it turns out two other teams had that
idea. So I thought, let’s tackle a simple
problem—why not hunger?” Matar says. 

To make sure their idea was viable, 
the team surveyed more than 100 AUB
students.“What would you be mostly
likely to donate?” they asked. Most
answered food. “Would you be willing
to download an app to facilitate
donation?” More than two-thirds said
they would. 

Matar took inspiration from an article
he saw on Facebook about an Italian
practice called “pending coffee,”
whereby a patron pays for a future
customer’s coffee. “Why not a pending
sandwich?” he says.  

During the three-day event, the team
drafted a business plan, logos, and
sample ads as part of their pitch for
Foodbite, then they went on to win 
the $1,000 grand prize. 

They’re considering moving forward
with development while remaining
mindful of the inherent challenges.
“Some people don’t know how to use
apps well,” Gebrael says. “And then
there’s the issue of stores trying to
cheat by charging for a meal twice 
but providing it once.”  

A rewards system might encourage
participation, Matar says, “especially 
if it confers some kind of status, VIP
access at movies, airports, or theaters.” 

The Center for Research and Innovation
(CRInn) organized the first “AUB
Bootcamp,” which brings together
aspiring students and alumni
entrepreneurs to create idea-stage, 
tech-based startups. Bootcamp is an
intensive startup training program built
on global best practices that convenes
designers, developers, and business
people. Altcity, a social venture based
in Beirut, is providing support and
resources to innovative, creative, and
high impact entrepreneurial initiatives,
including AUB Bootcamp.

The 24 teams/startups accepted to 
the bootcamp received six weeks of
training, coaching, and mentoring 
at AUB as they worked to transform
their ideas into potentially scalable
businesses. At the final judging event,
held on Thursday, December 22,
startups pitched their businesses 
in front of a jury of established
entrepreneurs and AUB faculty. The
first-place winner was the startup Find
A Nurse, an on-demand home nursing
mobile application led by Hussein
Sleiman. Trusted Ability, a startup led
by Najwa Grace Tohme, claimed
second-place with a plan to offer hourly
care-giving services to individuals with
special needs or disabilities.

Foodbite Fights Hunger AUB
Bootcamp

Student News
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A team of graduate students from the
Suliman S. Olayan School of Business
(OSB) reached the semifinals and 
won top honors at the 36th MBA
International Case Competition (ICC),
the world’s oldest and most prestigious
competition of its kind, hosted by the
John Molson School of Business,
Concordia University, Canada.

Thirty-six top business schools from 
18 countries competed in the six-day
event. Teams had three hours (with 
no access to the Internet) to prepare a
PowerPoint presentation that would
impress a panel of judges. 

Before they boarded the plane to
Montreal, students Narine Bolghourjian
(MBA ’18), Souraya Eid (MBA ’17), Asiya
Iskakova (MBA ’17), and Matthew
Trotter (MBA ’17) ran the gauntlet laid
down by management and strategy
instructor Hagop Panossian. “We
prepared for four or five hours every
Saturday for six months during the 
run-up,” Iskakova says. 

Their preparation paid off. The team
went undefeated through the primary
round, where they waded into the
Indian dairy industry, helping to
formulate a strategy that would allow 
a small producer to compete against
larger firms. “When we got there, the
adrenaline kicked in,” Bolghourjian
says. “It’s amazing how much better
people work under pressure.” 

One of their successful presentations
addressed a real problem facing the
firm WeWork as it seeks applications
beyond the work arena for its
community-building platform. “We
proposed a program for retirees,
WeCare, that helps connect young
people with retirees.” WeWork is
considering putting the students’
proposal to work. 

Along with reaching the semifinals, 
the team received the Richard Outcault
Team Spirit Award and Divisional
Leader Award. “It was quite
exhilarating to see them bring their

performance up to international and
global levels,” Panossian says.  

OSB Dean Steve Harvey put the
competition in context: “Case
competitions are a central part of 
the new business school culture 
that allows schools to both compare
themselves in practice to the world’s
best and brightest and to provide
opportunity for extraordinary student
development and experiential
learning.” Harvey has stressed the
importance of building a strong
business case competition program 
at both the undergraduate and 
graduate levels.

“We want to encourage students to
participate,” Bolghourjian says. “It 
was more valuable than any other
course I’ve taken at AUB.” 

OSB Aces 36th MBA International Case Competition



“I’m from a generation that cherished
the welfare state, the one that Nasser
articulated and that was copied by
many Arab states. Free education, free
access to healthcare, employment,
subsidized basic goods, all in exchange
for political submission. Young people,
however, see this state as reproducing
inequality, not as emancipating. Free
access to education isn’t as important 
as quality education to social mobility.”

Thus, Dina El Khawaga summarizes the
conditions that led to the events of the
Arab Spring, which in turn triggered the
establishment of the Asfari Institute for
Civil Society and Citizenship, the AUB
institute she’s directed since September
2016. El Khawaga comes to the
University after long experience
developing programs at Cairo

University and the Ford and Open
Society Foundations, programs that are
meant to educate and empower Arab
citizens to “renegotiate their social
contract with the state.”

“Citizenship itself is something that is
constantly being negotiated,” she says.
“The whole region needs to figure out
what we mean by social justice and
equal opportunity.” She wants the
Asfari Institute to push Arab citizenry 
to relentlessly engage with notions of
citizenship and to “equip themselves
with tools to advocate for their
citizenship and hold their leaders
accountable.”

To that end, she’s undertaken a three-
pronged strategy for the Institute, the
first component of which involves
education. “We’re developing a
master’s program in social activism, 
a first in the region.” The program 
will instruct students in concepts of
citizenship, rooting current conceptions
in broader historical and global
contexts.

The second component involves
promoting research and partnerships.
“We’re partnering with universities

across the region and in the United
States to promote collaborative research
around three areas: Civil society law
and governance; citizenship and
contentious politics; constituency and
the market as potential allies for civil
society’s action.”

Finally, she wants the Institute itself 
to be a vehicle for direct action.
“Defeatism pervades the region,” she
says. “I want to fight it.” She’s doing
that first by highlighting examples of
successful activism in the Middle East.
“We just interviewed trainers at a camp
in the Chouf who are inspiring youth to
be civically active and engaged.” Each
month she plans to document tangible
instances of social change and post
about them on a forthcoming blog.

“We have to provide a safe space for
activists and civil society leaders who
feel harassed in Arab countries.” El
Khawaga says that this space can be 
the source for a “new political class . . .
that will be able to think clearly about
democracy, rule of law, and
accountability.” 

New Generation, New Social Contract

Inspiration 



By the Books

SUMMARy oF CoURSE

This is a core course of the MA in Islamic
Studies that is offered at the Center for Arab
and Middle Eastern Studies at AUB. The course
examines the political, social, and religious
institutions that shaped the Islamic
civilizations while also focusing on the
intellectual, scientific, artistic, and scholarly
traditions that characterized the Muslim 
world from the founding of Islam onwards.
Beginning with the geographical, cultural and
historical context of the rise of Islam, the life 
of the Prophet, and the Qur’an, the course 
also covers various dynastic epochs up to the
modern era, with a special emphasis placed on
textual primary sources and complementary
secondary literature.

SEMINAR SESSIoNS 

The course is structured as a graduate
interactive and research-led seminar with a
small study group. It mainly consists of weekly
discussions on specialized readings that relate
to Islamicate intellectual history, religious
traditions, dynastic epochs, material culture,
and societal-political movements. Select
sessions feature guest faculty members from
various departments in the humanities and
social and political sciences at AUB, who 
share their expertise in their specialist areas 
of research around themes addressed in the
course. The graduate students engage in
discussions, deliver seminar presentations,
and submit research essays and papers.

BIo

Nader El-Bizri is a professor of philosophy 
and civilization studies. He also serves as the
coordinator of Islamic Studies (Center for Arab
and Middle Eastern Studies), the director of the
Civilization Studies Program, and the director of
the Anis Makdisi Program in Literature. He is an
expert in Arabic sciences and philosophy,
architectural humanities, and phenomenology.
Prior to joining AUB he taught at the University
of Cambridge, the University of Nottingham, 
and the University of Lincoln; he was a senior
researcher at the Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique in Paris and the 
Institute of Ismaili Studies in London.

Course: ISLM 302  The Islamic Civilizations

By the Nu  bers

Fund/Project

New Buildings 
Renovations
Capital Total

Current Expenditure

Endowment

Endowed Academic Programs;
Professorships; and Fellowships
Endowed Financial Aid
Endowments Other Restricted
Total Endowment

grand Total

goal

$47,000,000

$14,000,000

$61,000,000

$10,000,000

$54,000,000

$15,000,000

$69,000,000

$140,000,000

Achieved

$37,538,195

$14,571,594.69

$52,109,790.29

$37,548,531.20

$54,977,284.98

$23,429,232.92

$2,997,374.79

$81,403,892.69

$171,062,214.18

% of goal

79.9

104.1

85.4

375.5

101.8

156.2

118

122.2

A Look Back at the Campaign for Excellence
(October 2002 - December 2007)
With the recent launch of the BOLDLY AUB Campaign, The MainGate reports back on the
numbers from the last campaign: how much the University raised and where the funds went.
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At AUB’s Fine Arts studios, students train in
painting, sculpture, and ceramics, among
other techniques. They render objects in
acrylic, oils, and watercolor on different types
of canvases and under different lighting,
develop their intuition for how lighting and
medium convey mood and experience. Here
we see a painting class in progress. 
1. Assistant Professor of Fine Art and Art

History Daniele Genadry looks at a 
student’s painting of a sheep’s head.

2. Jar of acrylic paint on a glass table. 

3. Students in Drawing and Painting III class
consider the sheep’s head from different
angles.

4. The sheep’s head, which is kept in cold
storage between sessions; the hair is
removed for a clearer observation of the
facial structures.

5. Original louvers for natural light dating
back to 1960s construction of Nicely Hall.

6. Hand crank for the louvers still in
operation.

7. Vertical storage for drying canvasses.

8.   Horizontal storage for works on paper.
9.   Glass palette tables on wheels for mixing

paint and easy movement.
10. Ventilation: the studio is nevertheless not

ventilated sufficiently for oil paints,
because of toxic vapors in solvents.

11. Still life table with bottles, waiting for next
painting session.

12. Paper draped over the light source to avoid
straining art students’ eyes.

Tag Tour

Inspiration 16
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R+D Mariam Itani (ME ’14, expected PhD ’18) is finding a better way for workers
to cool off
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Estimated Syrian 
refugees enrolled 
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education in 4 
countries in the 
MENA region

Academic 
requirements

Residency 
requirements

Iraq (1%)
Jordan (5%)

Lebanon (6%)
Turkey (2%)

Residency is required.

The Lebanese
secondary school
certificate
(Baccalaureate) or
equivalent, and
certified copy of
original high school
diploma from Ministry
of Education in Syria.
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Access To Tertiary
Education

411,850

For Syrian refugees in Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon and Turkey

Syrian refugees aged 18-24 in 4 host
countries in the MENA region

Recommendations
• Implementing special residency program targeted at
students admitted to local tertiary education institutions

• Introducing a recognized qulifications framework to enable
ease of access to school records and proof of educational
level

• Enrolling Syrian refugee students in degree programs that
allow them to rebuild Syria once the situation normalizes

• Providing international community support to local
governments in the creation of temporary job arragements 
to benefit local economies

• Coordinating processes among local ministries and among
scholarship providers and international organizatons

Challenges 
• Acquiring valid residency
• Acessing accurate information on university
admission and residency requirements

• Acquiring authenticated academic
documentation from Syria

• Securing necessary financial support (tuition
fees and living expenses)

• Engaging in learning within the context of a
non-Arab language of instruction

Application for
residency within 2
months of admission
is required.

Turkish Ministry of
Education ratified
equivalency of the
student’s high school
diploma from Syria or,
high school
equivalency test
administered by
Ministry of Education.

Estimated Syrian refugees
enrolled in tertiary education

in 4 countries in the 
MENA region (in %)

Only a passport or a
government-issued ID
is required.

Original high 
school diploma
authenticated by
Syrian Embassy in
Jordan.

Residency is required.

High school cartificate
authenticated by
Ministry of education
in Iraq.
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1918

Quiz

Match ’em up!
Match Shield to Faculty, year Founded, and Founding dean

KEy: 1. C-J-Q, 2. E-I-M, 3. B-K-P, 4. A-L-o, 5. d-g-N, 6. F h R(FM got its first dean in 1913)

A  Suliman S. Olayan School of
Business (OSB)

B  Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS)

C  Faculty of Agricultural and Food
Sciences (FAFS)

D  Faculty of Arts and Sciences
(FAS)

E Faculty of Engineering and
Architecture (FEA)

F Faculty of Medicine (FM)

G 1866

H 1867

I  1951

J 1952

K 1954

L 2000

M Ken Weidner

N Robert Haldane West

O George Najjar

P Leland Earle Powers

Q Samuel W. Edgecombe

R Harry G. Dorman

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

For more information, consult the source:   
Lead, Innovate, Serve: A Visual History of the
American University of Beirut’s First One
Hundred and Fifty Years (AUB Press, 2016)



R+D
Mariam Itani    

(ME ’14, expected 
PhD ’18), Chemical

Engineering

Research focus:
I’m currently developing cooling vests
for outdoor workers in hot climates.
These vests use a phase-change
material—passing from solid to liquid—
to cool the body, as the temperatures of
the body’s core and the outside climate
increase. The material is a mixture of
salt hydrate and some additives and
comes in packets from an outside
manufacturer, with the temperature of
the phase change ranging in relation to
the concentration of salt hydrate.  

I place these packets into vest pockets
and ask human subjects to wear them
during 30-minute periods of moderately
strenuous stationary cycling. I then
measure skin temperature, core
temperature, and pre- and post-exercise
body weight shifts from water loss, and
compare the results from the vest-
wearing group to a non-vest-wearing
control. I also consider subjects’ body
composition and the weight of the vest,
which we are in the process of adjusting
with an eye towards optimization. 

Ultimately, I’m trying to develop a
model that will predict human
physiological responses to wearing the
vest under different conditions. Qatar
National Research Fund is funding my
research, and my advisers include two
AUB professors. One Qatar University
professor and one Kuwait University
professor are also involved in what we
expect will be a three-year project. We
are currently in the second year.

Because we’re testing the vests on
human subjects we had to first get
approval from AUB’s Institutional
Review Board (IRB). After we got IRB
approval, we put posters around
campus and recruited volunteers. 

Biggest discovery to date:
I’ve found that wearing the vest leads 
to decreases in skin and core
temperatures, improves productivity 
in hot climates, and allows for longer
periods of work in such climates.

Implications for research:
Large numbers of laborers work all day
in the hot sun in the Middle East, Gulf,
and North Africa. These vests could
help reduce incidence of heat
exhaustion and heat stroke and allow
these laborers to work in greater
comfort. 

how I got here:
I first earned a mechanical engineering
degree from Beirut Arab University.
Then I applied to AUB for a master’s in
engineering, and I’m now working on
my PhD. 

What I’ll remember most about AUB:
I’ll remember my colleagues, the long
days, the work we’ve done together.
AUB has become a second home to me.  

Best moment of my day:
There are two: when I get good results
and when I gather with my friends for
lunch and we share stories. 

Discoveries
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Last year, global warming reached
record highs for the third consecutive
year, according to NASA and the United
States’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. In light of
the facts, the Trump administration’s
skepticism about climate change
science has implications for Lebanon.

First, there’s the possibility of
restrictions on aid money. “USAID
indirectly supports research into water
security here in Lebanon through a
subcontract with the Issam Fares
Institute for Public Policy and
International Affairs [IFI] ,” says Nadim
Farajalla, director of IFI’s Climate
Change and Environment Program. Via
a private firm, the money passes from
USAID to IFI researchers who assess
water quality and quantity in each of
Lebanon’s four water districts.

Researchers are concerned that the
Trump administration could move to
block such spending, in which case
Lebanon would have to seek other
sources of funding. 

Even more worrying, the US
administration’s tone may have a more
far-reaching impact on the global
political appetite for climate change
work. “Though the US has never been
seen as a leader on climate change, you
want them on your side,” Farajalla says.
“If they buy into something, it’s that
much easier to convince skeptics.”  

No matter the significance of these
challenges, Farajalla remains hopeful in
light of the Paris Accords. “The beauty
of it is that everyone contributed
voluntarily,” he says. The key
components are the nationally

determined contributions (NDCs) set by
197 parties to the convention, so far
ratified by 127 of them, which, coming
from the parties themselves, represent
each country’s individual initiative.
“They have decided to reduce whatever
amounts of carbon that they could,”
Farajalla adds. “This is where some of
the hope lies.” 

In 2010, Farajalla and the IFI team
provided the Lebanese government
with the National Economic,
Environment and Development Study
(NEEDS), which called for an 18 percent
reduction in greenhouse gases and an
equivalent rise in renewable energy’s
share of Lebanon’s total output and
made clear climate change’s impact 
on the agricultural sector. 

The NDCs, which Lebanon submitted 
to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) on September 2015, set
“conditional” and “unconditional”
targets, the former to be met with 
help, the latter to be met regardless.
Unconditional targets for Lebanon
include greenhouse gas emission
reductions of 15 percent, a rise in
renewable power generation’s portion
of the mix to 15 percent, and a 3 percent
reduction in overall power demand, all
by 2030.  

Three AUB alumni at the Ministry of
Environment—Vahakn Kabakian (’00),
Lea Kai (‘06), and Yara Daou (’12)—are
helping Lebanon meet its NDC targets.  

In the future, IFI hopes to secure funds
to conduct a sector-by-sector study of
the impact of climate change that
Ministry officials could rely on to help
Lebanon transition to a greener
economy.  

Changes in 
Climate Change

Under Discussion



Grassroots
Education
Reform

Starting in 2007, AUB educational reform project
TAMAM (an acronym of an Arabic phrase
meaning “school-based reform”) has supported
initiatives for sustainable school improvement in
46 schools and eight Arab countries, serving more
than 18,000 students. The program, led by
Associate Professor of Educational Leadership
Rima Karami Akkary and Professor of Science
Education Saouma Boujaoude, adopts an
approach to reform that breaks the current trend
in Arab countries of “top down” reform and
promotes a sustainable grassroots approach to
education reform. This is made possible through a
partnership between policy makers, university
researchers and practitioners at the school level. 

The ultimate goal of TAMAM is to build
educational institutions full of reflective
practitioners, who have the capacity to
collaboratively initiate and plan school-based
reform that addresses the needs of teachers and
students.

TAMAM empowers ground-level practitioners to
improve student experiences and outcomes. The
focus isn’t so much on prescribing a particular
reform measure as on “empowering teachers to
reform as they see fit,” Karami-Akkary says. She
has come to appreciate “the extent to which
teachers are lacking critical skills related to
planning, shared leadership, idea generation, 
and documentation. We’re an oral culture.
Note-taking is not done much in the Arab world.”

TAMAM launched its capacity building model at
private, high-achieving schools in Lebanon,
Jordan and the kingdom of Saudi Arabia. At Hariri
High School II, a private school in in Zokak
Al-Blat, the TAMAM project steering team (PST)
coached academic coordinator Katia Dabaghi 
and a lead team of teachers to initiate and lead
curriculum reform for the school’s preschoolers.
“We felt we needed something to approach
education more holistically and to raise the whole
child while focusing on cognitive skills as well as
emphasizing social and artistic skills,” Dabaghi
says. 

The PST guided the school lead team in inquiring
about current practices, determining the need 
for reform, implementing it, and evaluating its
impact. Dabaghi noted that “the PST guided us
while we led an improvement initiative that

included evidence gathering  to support the
decision making process.” The team at Hariri
distributed a questionnaire to parents and
teachers, both of whom felt “cognitive skills, 
like math, were over-emphasized, while, social,
artistic skills were under-emphasized. “TAMAM
didn’t spoon feed us,” Dabaghi says. “They taught
us to assess the problem.”

As a result, the curriculum at the preschool
department shifted away from its cognition-heavy
toddler program to one that teaches art, drama,
and penmanship, and encourages children to
learn while playing and discovering. They opened
a kitchen made of recycled materials where
students watch how water boils and freezes and
play at cooking.

A few miles down the road, at the Lebanese
International School, science coordinator 
Rayan Katergi along with a lead team of school
coordinators worked with TAMAM to develop a
supervision program that improves relations
between teachers and coordinators. The process
began again with questions. “The TAMAM PST
coached us to identify our need, set our goals 
and objectives and plan for implementing our
intervention,” Katergi says. The school lead team
gathered data through various data collection
tools including focus groups. The initiative
filtered into a “faculty handbook” that now
guides teacher and coordinator roles. “We wrote
it. We absorbed it, and now, so do our new hires.”

“The Ministry of Education,” Karami-Akkary 
says, “sees teachers as cogs, not decision-makers.
Their decrees often fail to take into account the
ground-level realities of Lebanon’s schools.” She
cites the DIRASTI program as an example: “It was
all about introducing technology. They wanted
administrators to email and teachers to use the
open-source learning platform Moodle. They gave
them funds to buy computers. But some of these
schools barely had space for students, let alone
equipment. I saw equipment for an entire science
lab just sitting in boxes.”

TAMAM continues to expand its reach. The
project organizers are in talks to begin work 
at a private school in Sudan and has recently
partnered with a private university in Sudan and
the Omani Ministry of Education just granted
TAMAM permission to operate in three public
schools in Muscat.

March With Us Towards a Solar Future
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AUBMC is training healthcare
professionals from the West Bank
through the Medical Welfare Trust 
Fund (MWTF). Coordinating with the
Palestinian Authority’s Ministry of
Health, AUBMC hopes to enhance the
Palestinian health care system’s capacity
to handle a large and diverse patient
load.  

A recent workshop, Critical and
Emergency Nursing Care, focused on
training nursing staff working in critical
care and emergency units. The aim is to
guide Palestinian nurses toward the
holistic, patient-centric approach

practiced at AUB. The training covers
infection control, job descriptions,
classifying patients’ diseases, and using
evidence-based practices in caring for
critically ill patients.

ICU Head Nurse at Bethlehem Arab
Society for Rehabilitation Bahaa Harb
stated, “we have come to this workshop
to learn how to develop new
departments and implement all the
strategies followed at AUBMC.”

AUBMC has trained over 270 West Bank
nurses and healthcare professionals so
far. 

AUBMC holds its 16th Medical Welfare Trust Fund

Workshop for Palestinian Nurses 

AUBMC News

Some people think of smoking hookah or
water pipe as risk-free, yet it can lead to
the same serious health conditions that
afflict smokers of cigarettes, cigars, and
pipes. According to the World Health
Organization (WHO): “a hookah smoking
session may expose the smoker to more
smoke over a longer period of time than
occurs when smoking a cigarette. Also,
owing to the method of smoking—
including frequency of puffing, depth of
inhalation, and length of the smoking
session—hookah smokers may absorb

higher concentrations of the same toxins
found in cigarette smoke.”

In light of hookah’s popularity among
university students, AUBMC has
launched a campaign on social media
platforms to raise awareness of the water
pipe’s harmful effects. The press team
produced a striking Arabic video for
Facebook showing that one water pipe is
the equivalent of 100 cigarettes. It went
viral and was seen by hundreds of
thousands of viewers in the region. 

AUBMC Raises Awareness on Risks of Smoking hookah 
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In line with the global men’s health
awareness campaign “Movember,” the
Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute at AUBMC
and the Lebanese Chapter of the Harley
Owners Group organized Beards on
Wheels this past November. During
Movember, participants shave their
beards but grow mustaches for the
month, to promote awareness of men’s
health risks, such as prostate cancer,
testicular cancer, and suicide. 

Clinical Surgery Professor Mohamad
Bulbul presented on prostate cancer at
the event. Those attending also had the
chance to take in a professional dabke
show, and a prize was awarded for the
most creative mustache. Ladies of Harley
Officer Rania Hashash said, “I remember
a time when people were afraid of even
mentioning the word cancer. Thanks to
awareness campaigns, people now are
more mindful of such diseases. Every
family should encourage its men to
screen before it’s too late.”

The Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute Raises Awareness on

Men’s health through “Beards on Wheels” Event 

More than 10 percent of babies are born
prematurely, and more than 70 percent
of those are admitted to a neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU). They enter
the NICU at perhaps the most vulnerable
stage of their entire lives. How they’re
treated during their stay in the unit
effects incidence of future disability. 

To make sure they’re treated properly,
the Developmental Care and Early
Intervention Program (DCEIP) at AUBMC
provides a wide range of services from
neonatologists, psychologists, NICU
nurses, social workers, and various kinds

of therapists (physical, feeding,
psychomotor, and occupational). 

A certified trainer trained AUBMC staff in
implementing DCEIP in June 2014. The
program grew subsequently as staff
trained other staff. The DCEIP team
recently published a study about
sensorimotor stimulation and feeding of
preterm infants, which concluded that
providing any type of sensorimotor
therapy helps preterm infants under 33
weeks old reach full oral feeding faster
and that structured guidelines may help
optimize this effect.

The developmental Care and Early Intervention Program

for Premature Babies at AUBMC 

Once every week, Dr. Issam El Rassi
operates on poor Syrian and Palestinian
refugees. “AUBMC is a non-profit
organization that is primarily concerned
with improving the wellbeing of the
people in the Middle East by enhancing
their lives,” El Rassi says. “We can’t
stand and watch children die of heart
disease while we can help. With the
assistance of Brave Heart Fund, we make
sure that children with cardiac disease
are given a better chance at life
regardless of financial cost.” 

The Brave Heart Fund is a charitable
fundraising initiative, established in
November 2003, at the Children’s Heart
Center at AUBMC. The fund helps cover
the medical and/or surgical expenses for
underprivileged children suffering from
Congenital Heart Disease.

AUBMC doctor Saves the hearts of Syrian Children



Q. What’s your specialization? 
A. I specialize in GU (genitourinary)

and GI (gastrointestinal) oncology.
GU oncology includes cancers of the
bladder, kidneys, testes, and
prostate; GI oncology concerns
cancers of the internal organs.

Q. Tell us about your path to
oncology, and to AUBMC from 
the UK. 

A. They say the medical specialty
chooses the person. I’ve always had a
love for science and innovation and
an interest in people. We see people
at a very difficult time in their lives.
We see the best in people in their
families. In Lebanon, there tends to
be more family support, which is
nice; no one comes to chemotherapy
on their own, which is quite common
in the UK.

I did my training in oncology at
Guy’s Hospital and the Royal
Marsden. I was attracted to the
cutting edge science involved in
oncology. We really understand more
of the biology of cancer, and it’s
fascinating.

Check Up:

Dr. Deborah
Mukherji
Assistant

Professor of
Clinical Medicine,

Medical
Oncologist, Naef K.

Basile Cancer
Institute (NKBCI)

Wellness



As far as how I ended up in Lebanon, my
husband is Lebanese and a surgeon. I met
him in London. Before I came to AUB, I was
doing research in cancer drug
development. Now, I teach the medical
students and junior doctors. We teach the
hematology module and research ethics.
AUB has signed the Federalwide Assurance
[regarding research on human subjects];
we follow the same ethics standards as US
institutions. 

Q. how do cancer rates in Lebanon and the
United States compare?  

A. Cancer incidence in Lebanon is fairly
similar to that in the United States.
Actually, in Lebanon, all cancers have
slightly lower incidence, according to
official figures. Whether that’s reality or
the way we report it, I’m not sure. There is
a central reporting system here; hospitals
report cancer diagnoses to the Ministry of
Health, but I’m not sure whether or not
cases are documented as rigorously as they
are in the United States. 

Q. What are your research interests? 
A. One of my main research interests is

prostate cancer. It’s the commonest cancer
among Lebanese men. I’m looking at
prostate cancer incidence in this
population and comparing it with other
populations in the region. Currently, I’m
collecting tissue, blood, and urine samples
from patients, looking at the types of
prostate cancer we see in our population to
measure the disease burden—how much
cancer is in the body—with non-invasive
tests. 

Cancer is so many different diseases with
one name. One approach that’s got
interesting results: Immunotherapy is the
big hope, where we use our own immune
system to fight cancer cells in the body. In
this case, we stimulate the immune system
to find cancer cells it might not otherwise
find. This treatment has been approved for
different types of cancers.

However, responses to this treatment vary,
and it’s extremely expensive, though often
covered by insurance. AUBMC offers this
treatment for cancer patients. 

Q. have there been any prostate cancer
awareness campaigns in Lebanon
recently?

A. Yes. Lebanese healthcare professionals
have launched awareness campaigns and
encouraged participation in Movember (an
annual event involving the growing of
moustaches during the month of November
to raise awareness of men's health issues).
And AUBMC recently co-sponsored an
event with Harley Davidson, also to raise
awareness; there was dabke dancing and
music. It was quite nice. 

Q. do you recommend screening for
prostate cancer? 

A. Screening is recommended when early
detection can save lives. For breast cancer
this is definitely the case, and for colon
cancer as well. Prostate cancer is more
difficult to deal with.

The US Preventative Task Force recently
updated their guidelines and suggest that

men between 55 and 69 make an individual
decision about PSA screening with their
doctor, it is particularly important for men
with a family history of prostate cancer.
PSA screening is not recommended after
the age of 70.

Q. What about treatment? Why do some
cancers respond better to treatment than
others? 

A. The treatment of cancers depends on the
stage of diagnosis. Cancer is a very
heterogeneous  thing. We tend to classify
cancers at site of origin. Breast cancers 
are generally less aggressive and more
responsive to treatments. Pancreatic
cancers tend to be detected late and are
aggressive. Ultimately, it’s the biology of
the disease that dictates how it responds 
to treatment. 

One of the new buzzwords in medicine is 
precision, precision medicine. President 
Obama launched a precision medicine 
initiative, which takes into account 
individual differences in people’s genes, 
environments, and lifestyles. At the Middle
East Medical Assembly conference, it was a
big topic. It’s really the future. It’s already 
being implemented in cancer treatment, 
where doctors are using knowledge about 
the tumor to apply targeted therapies. 

For example, lung cancer tumors are being
tested for certain genetic mutations, 
which, if present, make treatment options 
using certain medications more effective. 
Some can be tablet treatments rather than 
standard chemotherapy.  

Q. What about insurance? What’s covered?
A. The National Social Security Fund covers

cancer treatment, but not screenings. Both
the NSSF and the ministry of health cover
cancer treatments. At AUB, we see a
skewed population. Most have private
insurance or are self-payers. In oncology,
about a quarter of our patients come from
abroad [such as from] Iraq or Syria. 

“Cancer incidence in
Lebanon is fairly

similar to that in the
United States. Actually,
in Lebanon, all cancers
have slightly lower

incidence, according to
official figures. Whether
that’s reality or the way
we report it, I’m not

sure.”
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It is often said that AUBMC is a world-class medical
center. A bold claim for sure, but one that gets
tested every three years by the Joint Commission
International (JCI), the global gold standard for
hospital accreditation. JCI performs hospital-wide
accreditations, and holds academic centers like
AUBMC to more rigorous standards than regular
hospitals. 

This past April five JCI auditors, who are
themselves healthcare professionals, descended on
AUBMC for five days to put everything from staff,
policies and procedures, and physical environment
under the microscope. 

“Out of 1,300 criteria, which cover everything 
from the nitty gritty details to governance and
leadership, we fully met all but 14,” says Dr. Petra
Khoury, AUBMC’s chief quality and compliance
officer. “We had a sink that wasn’t working, which
we closed, and a counter that we hadn’t changed,
but had put in a request to change. This was a
partially met criterion.”

That AUBMC has passed such a thorough
inspection stands as a testament to the dedication
and expertise of the roughly 3,000 men and
women who work hard to make top quality
medical care available to those who need it most. 

Though the most recent review just ended, staff
have already begun looking towards the next one.
“JCI has already added new criteria. We are 
looking towards making sure we meet these new
standards, as they will be part of the next triennial
review,” says Khoury. 

Concurrently, the center is preparing for a review 
of its oncology programs; AUBMC treats around 
25 percent of Lebanon’s cancer population. 

This most recent accreditation puts AUB on track 
to meet one of the Health 2025 Vision’s key goals,
which states that the institution will provide top-
quality patient-centered care. 

Raising the Bar Again 
and Again

WellnessWellness
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Send your recipe
submissions to
maingate@aub.edu.lb

Sahtein
Marshousheh – Black-Eyed Peas Pilaf with Swiss Chard  
hania Saoud (BS ’79)
Los Angeles, California

INgREdIENTS:

• 350 g (12½ oz) Swiss chard (~1½ cups chopped
stems and ~4 cups chopped leaves)

• 425 g (2 cups) dry black-eyed peas
• 175 g (1 cup) coarse bulgur #4 (extra coarse)
• 225 g (8 oz) onion, thinly sliced
• 80 ml (⅓ cup) olive oil
• 1½ tsp salt
• ¼ tsp ground black pepper

PREPARATIoN:

1. Wash the chard and drain. Separate the thick
stems from the leaves. Chop the stems into
small pieces, about the size of the black-eyed
peas, to fill about 2 cups. Set aside. Chop the
chard leaves to fill about 4 packed cups. Set
aside.

2. Wash the black-eyed peas. Place in a large
saucepan and cover with 3 cups water. Bring to
a boil and cook over medium heat for 8 to 10
minutes. Drain the peas in a colander, pouring
out the liquid. Return the mixture to the pan,
cover with fresh water, and again bring it to a
boil over medium heat. Simmer for 10 minutes.

3. Add the chopped chard stems to the peas and
continue to cook until the peas and the chard
stems are almost tender (al dente). Stir in the
chard leaves, adding more water to cover as the
water is absorbed. Continue cooking until the
chard leaves are wilted, about 5 minutes.

4. Wash and drain the bulgur. Add the bulgur
and return the pot to a boil. Cook for 2 more
minutes.

5. Set a colander in the sink and pour the peas,
chard, and bulgur wheat mixture into the
colander to drain any remaining water. Cover
the colander with a lid so the trapped steam
continues the cooking process.

6. While the mixture is steaming in the colander,
sauté onions in olive oil in the large saucepan
until golden brown. Add the pea mixture to the
onions and continue to cook until all the
ingredients are blended.

7. Season with the salt, black pepper, and a
squeeze of lemon. Serve with lemon wedges.

Makes 6 servings

good FoR yoU?  An expert weighs in...

Marie Claire Chamieh, Marie Clare Chamieh,
PhD, LD – Lecturer and Practicum Coordinator,
NDCP, Department of Nutrition and Food Science

Marshousheh is indeed a hale and hearty dish
with its two main ingredients, Swiss chard and
black-eyed peas, branded as ‘functional foods’.
In addition to the classical role in stabilizing
blood sugar levels with their fiber content, these
naturally occurring whole foods are rich in
bioactive compounds, flavonoids and tannins,
known to scavenge carcinogens and inhibit the
growth of cancer cells. Equally important is the
Swiss chard’s phytonutrient lutein, which
enhances eye function and health. This meal is
also a great source of calcium (1 serving would
provide 25% of adult total daily requirements),
magnesium and vitamin K; a nutrient mix
beneficial for optimal bone health.

“I learned this recipe from
my late mother-in-law
Mariana Saoud, who was
born in Syria and moved to
Minyara, Akkar in Lebanon
after she got married. I am
told this is a recipe
particular to Minyara. As
with all recipes that are
passed down, there is
always the liberty of using
‘a little bit of this and some
of that.’ I usually serve this
dish with a simple tomato
and cucumber salad, and my
husband always gives it a
fresh squeeze of lemon
juice just before eating.”

Hania Saoud (BS ’79)
Los Angeles, California

A recipe from the WAAAUB
Cookbook, ABUNDANCE:
Mediterranean Cuisine:
Recipes by Alumni and
Friends of the American
University of Beirut.
Proceeds from net sales
support AUB Student
Scholarships.

Available at:
USA/Canada: Amazon.com
Lebanon: Malik’s
Bookstores
Rest of world: Malik’s
online

For more information,
visit:
alumni.aub.edu.lb/WAAAUB
Cookbook

Serving size:  1
Calories per Serving
or Item (Kcal)  470
Fat (g)  13
Saturated Fat (g)  2
Protein (g)  22
Carbohydrates (g)  70
Fiber (g)  13
Sodium (mg)  720

30 Wellness
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34Three Invaluable Gifts
Maroun Semaan, Talal Shair, Jamal Daniel lay the foundation for AUB’s
bold move into the future

BOLDLY AUB

Campaign Launches in
Beirut and New York

Kicking off AUB’s most ambitious campaign in style 

Campaign Pillars and Priorities

BOLDLY AUB



Anniversary

B E I R U T  C A M P A I G N  
L A U N C H  

In early 2017, AUB launched the most ambitious campaign of its kind
in the history of the institution—and in the history of the region …

The Charles Hostler W. Students’ Center
American University of Beirut

January 16, 2017
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N E W  Y O R K  C A M P A I G N  
L A U N C H  

“THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY, THE
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF INDIVIDUALS,
COMPANIES, FOUNDATIONS, AND
GOVERNMENTS HAS HELPED US
EXPAND AND DIVERSIFY. NOW, AS WE
LOOK TOWARD THE FUTURE, WE ARE
ASKING FOR YOU TO PARTNER WITH US
AS WE EMBARK ON A BOLD NEW PLAN
FOR AUB." 
— CHAIRMAN PHILIP S. KHOURY

The Rainbow Room, Rockefeller Center, New York City
March 16, 2017



BOLDLY AUB 
T H E  C A M P A I G N  T O  L E A D ,
I N N O V A T E ,  A N D  S E R V E

“OUR VISION IS TO PLACE AUB AT
THE CENTER OF MEANINGFUL,
SERVICE-ORIENTED KNOWLEDGE
GENERATION IN THE ARAB WORLD.
OUR ROLE IS TO EDUCATE YOUNG
WOMEN AND MEN TO LEAD, BUILD,
HEAL, TEACH, AND BECOME
AMBASSADORS FOR VALUES THAT
ARE THE BEDROCK OF AN OPEN
AND JUST SOCIETY.”  
— PRESIDENT FADLO R. KHURI

“AUB’S LIBERAL ARTS CURRICULUM
TAUGHT ME HOW TO THINK
CONTEXTUALLY, AND MY PROFESSORS
INSPIRED MY PATH OF SCHOLARSHIP.
FOR TODAY’S STUDENTS TO BENEFIT
FROM THE SAME OUTSTANDING
INTELLECTUAL ENVIRONMENT, WE NEED
TO IMPROVE THE PHYSICAL CAMPUS AND
SUPPORT THE FACULTY AS THEY STRIVE 
TO CLARIFY AND SOLVE OUR MODERN
CHALLENGES, FROM THE SOCIETAL TO 
THE MEDICAL.”
— TRUSTEE HUDA Y. ZOGHBI (BS ’76)

C A M P A I G N  P I L L A R S
• Enriching the educational experience 

and increasing research opportunities for
our students, alumni, faculty, and staff

• Enhancing the healthcare experience 
for our patients, physicians, nurses,
paramedics, and staff

• Redefining innovation and
entrepreneurship as fundamental to our
teaching methodology  

• Steering the University toward increased
community relevance in regard to our
environmental, social, and institutional
impact.

• Ensuring the sustainability of our
strategic pathways

S E R V I C E  A M I D
S T R I F E
Recognizing and honoring our
responsibility for others has been part 
of AUB’s mission since the earliest days.
Today, through its Medical Center and
Center for Civic Engagement and
Community Service, as well as other
leading units, AUB is at the forefront of
providing humanitarian assistance and
education to Palestinian and Syrian
refugees, as well as those groups most
vulnerable to systemic inequalities in
Lebanese society. Imagine the power of 
an institution that amid all the turbulence
around it can extend its hand meaningfully
to help transform the lives of the least
unfortunate members of our community.



The threads of the American University of 
Beirut are woven deeply into the fabric of Beirut,
Lebanon, the region, and the world. AUB—through
its students, faculty, and greater community—
has been a transformative leader in humanities,
natural sciences, health sciences, medicine,
business, engineering, agriculture, architecture,
and the arts, reaching back 150 years.

AUB is a home for seeking and creating knowledge
through thoughtful and informed debate. The
University culture encourages curiosity, critical
thinking, and open discussion as a means of
developing ideas that might help us all—as the
AUB motto states—to HAVE LIFE, AND HAVE IT
MORE ABUNDANTLY.

Philanthropic support is critical to the success 
of AUB’s mission. It is needed to fortify the
institution’s ambitious initiatives and to grow 
its endowment, an essential s  afety net during 
this period of regional instability.

C A M P A I G N  P R I O R I T I E S
ACADEMIC

Academic and Research 
Endowments $150 million

Academic and Research 
Funds (current) $50 million

HEALTHCARE

New Medical Complex $225 million

AUBMC 2020 Priorities $50 million

CAPITAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE

New Academic and 
Student Facilities $50 million

STUDENT DIVERSITY AND LIFE ON CAMPUS 

Financial Aid 
(current and endowed) $100 million

Facility and Campus  
renovations $15 million

Outreach and 
Community Impact $10 million

TOTAL: $650 million

I N N O V A T I O N
AUB’s engineers and architects
have developed novel styles and
sustainable approaches to
engineering and urban planning 
of communities and cities, from
the Gulf to North Africa. These
approaches include developing
retractable schools for refugees,
innovative green responses to
societal challenges, new methods
for schools and other projects 
in Lebanese villages, and
mechanistic studies of the aerosol
delivery of compounds. We
continue to challenge our
engineers and architects to
commit to taking the region and
the University to even more
sustainable levels. In turn, we will
commit to providing the resources
and the infrastructure to inspire,
encourage, educate, and mentor
the next generation of pioneers
who will build and rebuild a new
Arab citizenry and, in turn, a new
Arab world.

L E A D E R S H I P  I N
P U B L I C  E D U C A T I O N
For decades, AUB has collaborated with
ministries of education across the Arab
world, USAID, and non-governmental
organizations to help substantially improve
the quality of public schools. This
extraordinary long-term commitment has
encompassed preparing and supervising
teacher-trainers; developing and
distributing subject-specific teaching
manuals; recommending science lab
materials and equipment; promoting
collaboration among teachers and 
schools; and supporting information and
communication technologies. A landmark
effort has been the Pan-Arab TAMAM
project led by our pioneering Department
of Education, which seeks to transform
elementary and secondary education in 
a dozen Arab countries through a
community-empowering approach.



BOLDLY AUB

M A R O U N  S E M A A N

The launch of the BOLDLY AUB campaign coincided
with the largest ever gift in the University’s history.
The Semaan Foundation donated the entirety of their
gift to AUB’s Faculty of Engineering and Architecture,
now the Maroun Semaan Faculty of Engineering and
Architecture. Maroun Semaan (BEN ’77) graduated
from AUB with a degree in mechanical engineering. 
In 1991, he co-founded Petrofac International, which
would grow to become a leader in the global oilfield
services industry. Semaan was a founding member of
the Arab Forum for Environment and Development.
He has been an active member of AUB’s Board of
Trustees since 2013.

While Semaan enjoyed extraordinary success at the
highest levels of leadership in his field, his true legacy
may be the idealism and moral clarity that has guided
his philanthropy. In 2010, he established the Semaan
Foundation in Beirut to support philanthropic
activities in the fields of education, environmental
sustainability, healthcare, and social welfare. His
contribution to BOLDLY AUB will ensure that the
University continues to create the knowledge and
cultivate the talent needed to advance, not just the
Middle East, but our modern societies.

Trustee Semaan passed away on May 1. The AUB community mourns the
loss of a true friend whose vision for a better world will continue to
inspire us. [For more on Maroun Semaan, see In Memoriam]

Three Invaluable Gifts...
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Trustee Talal Shair will devote the
considerable resources of his company, Dar
Group, to the development of a new campus
master plan aligned with a comprehensive
academic strategic plan, and design of AUB’s
new Medical Center. Charting the University’s
course into the 21st century, the planners will
take into account the next 20 years in
calculating an appropriate level of orderly
campus growth and development that allows
for the protection and enhancement of
important open spaces as well as historic 
and cultural landscapes. All stakeholders,
including leadership, faculty, staff, students,
and friends of AUB are coming together to
assess how best to revitalize the University in
order to magnify its impact. This process has
already created a buzz on campus, generating
lively discussion of AUB’s core institutional
values: academic excellence, free speech,
diversity and tolerance, public health,
engaged citizenship and outreach, and
environmental sustainability. 

Shair attended AUB in 1983 and 1984 and
earned his BEN in civil engineering and
operations research at Princeton University
in 1990. He received his master’s degree in
structural and geotechnical engineering from
Cornell University in 1995. After holding
various key positions at Dar Al Handasah, an
international, multidisciplinary consultancy
specializing in engineering, architecture,
planning, and economics, Shair became
chairman in 2008. His skillful philanthropy
can be attributed to inclination as well as
inheritance. His late father, Trustee Kamal
Shair, led AUB’s highly successful Campaign
for Excellence from 2002 to 2007.  

In recognition of this extraordinary gift, AUB will
name the Children’s Pavilion in the New Medical
Complex in honor of Dar Al-Handasah.

T a l a l  S h a i r
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In February 2014, international businessman
Jamal Daniel and The Levant Foundation
donated what was then a record-breaking gift
for AUB in support of the AUBMC’s 2020
vision. This comprehensive initiative includes
the 14-story, 35,000 square meters, Halim
and Aida Daniel Academic and Clinical
Center, currently under construction at the
intersection of Maamari and Abdul Aziz
Streets in Ras Beirut. Named in honor of Mr.
Daniel’s parents, the facility is the first of its
kind in the region to combine patient care,
research and education in one location.  It
will house a variety of outpatient centers as
well as major academic centers for teaching
and clinical research in areas including
psychiatry, oncology, ophthalmology, heart
and vascular diseases, and otolaryngology.
There will also be an outpatient day surgery
and a simulation center for education, as 
well as a ground floor exhibition area and
conference room. Completion is expected at
the end of 2017. 

Jamal Daniel has over 30 years of experience
managing investments in oil and gas,
telecommunications, high technology, media,
manufacturing and real estate. A dedicated
philanthropist, this extraordinary gift will
help make Daniel’s dream of stability,
prosperity, and world class healthcare in the
Middle East a reality. 

acc.aub.edu.lb

J a m a l  D a n i e l

BOLDLY AUB36
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A National Knowledge
Network

AUB spearheads Lebanon’s national research education network (NREN) to
link universities and research institutions

40Lakhdar Brahimi United Nations mediator, special envoy, and diplomat speaks to Rami
Khouri about international relations and the importance of education 

The Indian Wedding
Chair

Art historian Nancy Um presents the final lecture of the 2016 Philippe Jabre
Lecture Series in Art History and Curating

Impact
Regional impact, advocacy, and policy initiatives

39

38

44AUB and Sustainability Through research and advocacy AUB’s faculty contributes to the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals

46#AUB4Refugees Empowering young refugee learners through STEM education

Lancet Commission The Lancet-American University of Beirut Commission assesses the global
repercussions of Syria’s prolonged conflict 



Impact  

AUB will spearhead the formation of a
country-wide network linking the
country’s universities and research
institutions to each other and the wider
Internet, a.k.a. a National Research
Education Network (NREN). NRENs are
in place in nations all over the world,
including UAE, Oman, Jordan,
Palestine, Qatar, and Syria. They
provide a stable high-speed connection
and various other services to a
country’s universities and research
institutions. 

AUB has good reason to act
independently given the acute
challenges of Internet access in
Lebanon. Five years ago, Speedtest.net
dubbed Lebanon’s Internet connection
the world’s slowest, behind Zambia,
Vanuatu (an island nation in the middle
of the South Pacific), war-torn Iraq, and
Afghanistan. Not much has changed
since then. Connection speeds remain
sluggish by strictly Middle East
standards. Even Syria, in its state of
dissolution, boasts average download
speeds that are 100 Kbps faster than
Lebanon’s.  

The Internet in Lebanon is in the
government’s hands: The Ministry of
Telecommunications owns and leases
the physical assets that make up the
country’s telecom network. Where
government management has broken
down, telecommunications
management has followed. And where
deficits have risen, so have prices paid
by Internet service providers (and
subsequently consumers) to the
Ministry. Additionally, Lebanon allows
for tiered pricing: pay more and you get
faster Internet. A United States
appellate court recently struck down
this kind of pricing scheme, ruling that

the Internet has become a utility, a
right, if you will, and that companies
must provide citizens of different means
with full and equal access. 

Lebanon’s NREN, dubbed Lebanese
Identity Federation Ecosystem (LIFE),
will connect AUB with 11 other
universities. It’s slated for a spring 2017
launch and has the full support of the
University’s IT team. Chief Information
Officer Yousif Asfour sees the project as
“critical for AUB’s research mission.”

The idea of an NREN harkens back 
to the Internet’s origins as a
communications tool for intelligence 
and research. In 1969, the United States
Department of Defense first began
financing the construction of a
primitive Internet connecting a handful
of universities, research labs, and
military bases.

AUB students already have access to
US, EU, and Emirati NRENs and
participate in eduroam, a secured WiFi
network service that enables students,
faculty, and staff to use their home
institution's WiFi credentials in order 
to access WiFi network services when
visiting other eduroam participating
institutions.

LIFE will provide a whole new array 
of shared services, communications, 
and computing tools to Lebanon’s
universities, such as smooth video
conferencing, knowledge base (a kind
of smart database), cloud storage, 
and high performance computing
applications, while putting AUB on
secure Internet footing. “So that they
may have LIFE and have it more
abundantly…”

A National Knowledge
Network



The Seat 
of  Power

It appears in gold-encrusted paintings
prized by Mughal emperors and may
have an earlier Portuguese origin. In
Iran, we find it studded with gems and
a sun disk. In the coastal Kenyan cities
of Mombasa, Pate, and Lamu, it comes
in ivory and pearl inlay. The so-called
Indian wedding chair has passed
through many incarnations in a long
and intricate history still shrouded in
uncertainty, Binghamton University 
Art History Professor Nancy Um told 
a crowd in West Hall this past April.

In the final lecture of the first annual
Philippe Jabre Lecture Series in Art
History and Curating, The Trouble with
Mobility: The Complex History of the
So-Called Indian Wedding Chair, Um
traced the varied histories of the Indian
wedding chair, a generic term that
describes an angular, upright chair,
with a tall pointed back, thin stretchers,
and a raised footrest. 

Across disparate regions, the chair’s
functions as a seat of ceremony, status,
and power remained constant. For the
Qajars, Mughals, and Russians, it was
something like a throne. For the
Egyptians, it was the bride’s chair. For
East Africans, it was the chair of power,
meant to exalted guests. “This chair still
plays a major role as a seat of honor in
weddings and funerals,” Um said.

In her presentation, Um described a
lively scholarly debate that sprung up
around the history of the chair. In her
wider scholarship, Um explores the
messiness of history and the myriad
transregional and transcultural
migrations that influence the formation
of cultural touchstones, influences that
can never be wholly understood or
cataloged, but speak, instead, to
chaotic patterns of knowledge transfer
across time. 

“The so-called Indian
wedding chair has

passed through many
incarnations in a long
and intricate history
still shrouded in
uncertainty...”
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Lakhdar Brahimi is a walking
repository of modern global history.
Since the 1950s, he has participated in
the most important political dynamics
of the past three generations:
decolonization and national liberation;
state-building and human development
in the global South; conflict-resolution
across the world; and the elusive quest
for a just global social and economic
order. His career has lasted more years
than some Arab countries have been
independent. 

When we met in Washington recently to
discuss today’s turbulent Arab world,
the 83-year-old former Algerian Foreign
Minister, United Nations Under-
Secretary General, and special envoy to
a dozen lands immediately flashed
back to 1956. He started his public
political career that year as the
representative of Algeria’s national
liberation movement to South-East
Asia, based in Indonesia — a very
different world from today’s, he noted.
Since then, Arab countries have
advanced in some areas and badly
regressed in others, while the rest of 
the world has mostly moved forward.
Decades spent navigating the halls of
power in wealthy democratic countries
and shantytowns in autocratic poor
ones taught him many things. One
lesson that stands out today for the
Arab condition is the crucial role of
quality education. The opportunity 
to contribute to education was one
reason why he agreed to join AUB’s
International Advisory Council and
continues to engage with leading
universities across the world.

Brahimi’s curriculum vitae is a mini-
course in modern political history. He
was involved in the Algerian struggle
for independence, the birth of the Non-
Aligned Movement in Belgrade in 1961,
and the Global South’s call in 1974, at

the United Nations, for a New
International Economic Order. As an
Algerian or UN diplomat, he engaged
directly with the manifold
consequences of Thatcher-Reagan
corporate globalization in the early
1980s and the end of the Cold War in
1989. He was a UN mediator or special
envoy in the Iran-Iraq war, the
Afghanistan war, post-Saddam Hussein
Iraq’s rebuilding, South Africa’s
transition, the civil war in Syria,
Lebanon’s civil war, and the Arab
Uprisings of 2011. 

“To be fair, we have to give credit to
world leaders in the 1950s, ’60s and
’70s, who prevented a nuclear war from
taking place,” he concludes. “I’m not
very sure we can say the world is
managing its affairs better today than it
did then. The Third World had much
more of a presence on the global stage
decades ago, when it expressed the
developing countries’ aspirations,
rights, and wishes clearly and directly.
The Third World does not exist any
more politically today.”

He states bluntly that Third World
diplomatic initiatives like the Non-
Aligned Movement and the call for a
New International Economic Order
failed “because leading Western
powers, led by the United States,
basically rejected them. The collapse 
of the Soviet Union in the 1980s and
China’s inward focus allowed the West
to impose its will. The Non-Aligned
countries all had problems, and the
movement faded away. The Americans
started saying in the Reagan-Thatcher
years that their way was the way the
world should go in development terms.
The Americans spoke about ‘the
American century’ with only one big
power that also thought there was only
one economic and social way of doing
things for the whole world — Reagan’s
and Thatcher's global, free-market
savage capitalism. It became worse.
Beyond the saying that imperialism is
the supreme stage of capitalism, now
we can say that the supreme stage of
capitalism is a finance economy.
Finance and money are all that count,
nothing else. Wealth has nothing to do
with concrete things and production.
You can become a billionaire without
producing anything.” 

Brahimi does not believe the world will
continue with one superpower and one
economic and social model for
development in all countries. He sees
the world now passing through another
transition period with much difficulty,
as powers like Russia, China, India,
Japan, Brazil, and others seek to create
new alliances and groupings. 

“The big powers in Asia must find a
way of coexisting together,” he says,
while lamenting that conditions at the
other end of Asia have deteriorated. 

“The Arab region is the most
problematic region in the world, in

Reflecting on 60 Years of
Global and Arab Change
By Rami g. Khouri

“The Third World
had much more of 
a presence on the

global stage decades
ago, when it
expressed the
developing
countries’

aspirations, rights,
and wishes clearly

and directly.”
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view of the weakening of states through
globalization and the idea that
sovereignty is not important any more.
The US feels it can ignore international
law and apply its own laws globally, as
it stations its armed forces around the
world. But Arab weaknesses reflect
internal problems, including a kind of
fatalism, a feeling that our fate is not 
in our own hands.” 

“The Arab Spring was a genuine human
outburst by people who vanquished
their fear of their regimes. They went
ahead and said, ‘happen what may, we
will not settle for anything less than a
major change.’ That was a genuine
development, and not a conspiracy that
could be managed by a foreign group.”

“The rallying cry during the Arab
Spring was ‘justice’ or ‘social justice,’
because ordinary Arabs felt that the
political elite thought what happened
to them did not count. The leaders and
the elite didn't care about their own
citizens. Many people spent their whole
life without a decent job. Often people
were both poor and helpless. What kind
of life did they have to look forward to?
What kind of stake did they have in
their own society? Four and five
decades ago, poor young Arabs had
hope and expected their government 
to make their life better. In the Arab
Spring people revolted because they 
no longer felt their government was
serving them. We failed to develop our
countries properly, and people finally
rebelled.”

Brahimi feels that Arab leaderships
failed their people in two ways: “We
have become an elite, estranged from
our base of fellow citizens, and we have
not given our masses a solid education
or anything with which to resist new
appeals to them. Why do Islamists use
the slogan, ‘Islam is the solution’? It's
because something else failed, and
people need a solution that the
nationalist state has not provided them.
The political class send their children to
private schools and overseas, and what
happens to the rest of the population is
not their concern. We paid too much
attention to the quantity rather than the
quality of education in our countries.
The figures show that high percentages
of our youth are enrolled in school, but
they are not learning as well as they
should.”

“We paid too much
attention to the quantity
rather than the quality
of education in our

countries. The figures
show that high

percentages of our
youth are enrolled in

school, but they are not
learning as well as 

they should.” 
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On many fronts, AUB has led the way 
in offering insight into the Syrian
conflict’s primary actors, while
providing schooling, scholarships, and
medical care for refugees. Now it’s
ramping up its intellectual influence
another notch as it spearheads a
commission—essentially, a broad study
on a globally significant topic—on Syria
in concert with the prestigious UK
medical journal, The Lancet. 

Co-chaired and convened by AUB
Professor of Public Health Practice
Samer Jabbour, the Lancet-American
University of Beirut Commission on
Syria brings together 24
commissioners—scholars and
researchers from around the globe—to

shed light on a host of issues including:
the death toll; the destruction of Syria’s
health services; the international health
and humanitarian system’s response;
the refugee issue; the impact of the
crisis on Syria’s long-term social and
economic development; likely future
scenarios; and areas of greatest needs.

Within 16 months, an accelerated pace
for Lancet commissions, the
participants aim “to develop concrete
recommendations to address the unmet
current and future health needs,
including those related to rebuilding
and to strengthening the global health
response to political conflict,”
according to the journal’s website.

A Hard Look at Syria’s
Health Crisis

“A considerable 
portion of the health
system in Syria is

fragmented or destroyed.
It was a mostly public,
government-financed

system. How do you build
it back? Where do you

focus? At what level? These
are some questions 

we have.”

Mohammed Badra/European Pressphoto Agency

Impact  



“A considerable portion of the health system in
Syria is fragmented or destroyed,” says Health
Management and Policy Professor Shadi Saleh,
who is co-leading one of the Commission’s sub-
groups on health systems. “It was a mostly
public, government-financed system. How do
you build it back? Where do you focus? At what
level? These are some questions we have.”

Previous Lancet Commissions have covered 
a wide variety of subjects, such as cancer
surgery, the future of medical education,
women’s health, and urban planning for
health. Unlike the 28 previous commissions,
which met a finite number of times,
deliberated, and then released a report, the
Lancet-AUB Commission will retain a more
fluid structure, one Jabbour describes as 
“an ever-shifting network of researchers 
and experts doing critical scholarship” and
representing eleven countries, including 
the UK, Syria, USA, Qatar, Italy, Australia,
Lebanon, France, Belgium, Palestine, and
Turkey. The Commission intends to seek input
and data from additional scholars and
institutions, as needed. 

This is AUB’s third time participating in a
Lancet Commission but its first time leading
one. Back in 2010, former FHS Dean Huda
Zurayk participated in Health Professionals for
a New Century, which sought to understand
how post-secondary education in medicine,
nursing and public health needed to evolve in
order to keep pace in the 21st Century.  FHS
Professor and Associate Dean Rima Afifi was a
member of the Lancet Commission on
Adolescent Health and Wellbeing published 
in 2016.

Founded in 1823, The Lancet is an independent,
international general medical journal. The
journal’s current editor-in-chief, Richard
Horton, has pressed for the journal to engage
more actively in contemporary medical and

non-medical issues and to speak with a louder
voice. To that end, The Lancet has, among other
actions, called for a tobacco ban in the United
Kingdom; calculated an estimate of the 2003
Iraq War death toll; attacked the Vatican for its
position on contraception; and condemned
Israel’s 2014 war on Gaza. 

A December statement published in the journal
reads: “The path that led us here calls into
harsh light the utter failure of global
governance and action to intervene to protect
vast populations from the atrocities of war. The
promises made and structures established in
the wake of World War II have been broken,
crumbling under political stalemates and lack
of leadership at the UN.” The Lancet cites
“indifference” on the part of “major nation
states” when it comes to norms and standards
of behavior. 

Recommendations will be accompanied by
advocacy, according to Jabbour. “We hope to
stage events at the World Health Organization
headquarters and other sites prior to the
publication of the final report.” 

During its first meeting this past December, the
Commission sought to define its scope and plan
of work and “recognised the terrible global
meanings and dismal outlook of the conflict in
Syria,” and made clear its goal of advancing
“global research, collaboration, and advocacy
on matters of life and death in conflict.”

In March, the Commission published a
damning report on a particular form of violence
perpetrated by the Syrian regime and its allies:
“The weaponisation of health care—a strategy
of using people's need for health care as a
weapon against them by violently depriving
them of it—has translated into hundreds of
health workers killed, hundreds more
incarcerated or tortured, and hundreds of
health facilities deliberately and systematically
attacked.” The Commission estimates that 814
medical workers were killed between March
2011 and February 2017 and that large swaths 
of the population now lack all access to
medical care. 

The report also details the rise of “siege
medicine,” in which innovation and necessity
are closely tied: “There is now an underground
factory in eastern Ghouta near Damascus
producing normal saline. Denied blood bags 
for the collection and storage of blood, urine
bags with anticoagulants added are used.
Homemade external fixators are used for
orthopaedic surgery.”  

The AUB Commission will continue to publish
stand-alone reports detailing Syria’s myriad
health crises and their policy implications in
the lead up to the final report, expected in 
June 2018. 

“The weaponisation of 
health care—a strategy of 

using people’s need for health
care as a weapon against them
by violently depriving them 
of it—has translated into

hundreds of health workers
killed, hundreds more

incarcerated or tortured, 
and hundreds of health
facilities deliberately and
systematically attacked.” 
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AUB signed a Memo of Understanding with the Al
Ghurair Foundation for Education, which will give
full financial support to more than 170 STEM students
from Arab backgrounds over the next three years.

On April 7, AUB’s Knowledge is Power (KIP) project
and the Gender Initiative hosted a symposium on
women’s political participation in Lebanon entitled
“Women in Public Life: A Gender Analysis of
Lebanon’s Sectarian Power-sharing System.”

In April, AUB’s Munib and Angela Masri Institute 
of Energy and Natural Resources held its 7th 
annual workshop on “Energy Geo-Science and

Engineering.” Attended by regional and
international experts in the field, the workshop
offered a platform for the presentation of faculty 
and student research funded by the Masri Institute.

AUB Professor Salma Samar Damluji was recently
elected as a member of France’s prestigious
Académie d’Architecture. 

The Faculty of Engineering and Architecture (FEA)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Beirut Digital District (BDD) that will allow FEA
students to explore entrepreneurship in
partnerships with BDD.

IN CASE 
YOU 
MISSED IT



In September 2015, the United Nations adopted its
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), aiming to
put the world on a significantly more sustainable
path by 2030. Of course, this isn’t just the work of
a single entity, no matter how sprawling its
bureaucracy. It requires ongoing effort by
organizations and individuals operating at all
levels of society, including universities. AUB’s
commitment to sustainability predates the SDGs
but has ramped up under President Khuri’s
leadership, who, in his inauguration speech,
called for “a better, fairer, more economically,
environmentally, and ethically sustainable
workplace.” 

Here’s a look at the 17 SDGs and how research and
advocacy by just some of AUB’s faculty and staff
have supported each of them. Please note that the
list of projects is far from exhaustive.

1. No Poverty - End poverty in all its forms
everywhere.
• Economics Professor Jad Chaaban has

studied how a value-added tax might
increase poverty in Lebanon. He has worked
with UNRWA to shed light on the extent of
destitution in Palestinian refugee camps and
regularly participates in conferences on
poverty, human rights, and social justice in
the Middle East.

2. Zero hunger - End hunger, achieve food
security and improved nutrition, and promote
sustainable agriculture.
• Assistant Professor of Agribusiness

Marketing and Management Gumataw Kifle
Abebe studies small farm economies in
Ethiopia, how crop varieties figure in farm
valuations, and how farmers might best
design contracts. 

• Professor of Plant Pathology Yousif Abou
Jawdeh is trying to better understand plant
viruses and pests in hopes of improving crop
yields. He advises agricultural officials in
Lebanon and the wider Middle East on best
practices concerning pest management and
plant health.

3. good health and Well-being - Ensure healthy
lives and promote well-being for all ages.
• Epidemiology and Population Health

Professor Abla Mehio-Sibai considers the
plight of Lebanon’s elderly, many of whom
live alone. She has studied lifetime
cumulative exposure to waterpipe smoke
and its correlation with coronary artery

disease; healthcare access; and the social
and psychological dimensions of aging. 

4. Quality Education - Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all.
• Educational Leadership Professor Rima

Karami-Akkary leads TAMAM, an initiative
that empowers teachers across the Arab
world with the planning and leadership
skills necessary to drive change at the
grassroots level.

5. gender Equality - Achieve gender equality
and empower all women and girls.
• Title IX Coordinator Trudi Hodges: “AUB is

committed to compliance with Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972, a US law
that prohibits sex-based discrimination in
schools and universities that receive federal
funding.” Hodges is on the advisory board of
the KIP (Knowledge Is Power) Project, which
promotes research and knowledge-sharing 
of gender and sexuality issues in Lebanon.
She sits on the Task Force on the Lives and
Careers of Women Faculty at AUB, that
studies the career paths of women faculty 
at AUB. 

6. Clean Water and Sanitation - Ensure
availability and sustainable management of
water and sanitation for all.
• Environmental Health Professor May

Massoud and Department of Environmental
Health, Safety and Risk Management
Director Farouk Merhebi authored the
“Guide to Municipal Solid Waste
Management” in response to Lebanon’s trash
crisis. The guide articulates an integrated,
recycling-based waste management plan for
the country.  

7. Affordable and Clean Energy - Ensure access
to affordable, reliable, sustainable and
modern energy for all.
• In 2016, staff at the laboratories and facilities

at the Faculty of Engineering and
Architecture completed the installation of
374 solar panels on the roofs of the Bechtel
and CCC buildings in lower campus.  

8. decent Work and Economic growth -
Promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive
employment, and decent work for all.
• Economics Professor Serena Canaan’s

AUB and the United Nations:
Marching Toward Sustainability
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research, recently published in the Journal of
Labor Economics, shows the impact of access
to higher education on low-skilled worker’s
earnings using regression analysis.

9. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure -
Build resilient infrastructure, promote
inclusive and sustainable industrialization,
and foster innovation.
• In 2011, AUB inaugurated the Samih

Darwazah Center for Innovation
Management and Entrepreneurship. The
center’s staff are dedicated to the study of
innovation and entrepreneurship in the
region with a view to documenting and
stimulating innovative practices in the
business community. 

10. Reduced Inequalities - Reduce income
inequality within and among countries.
• In 2016, AUB’s Issam Fares Institute for

Public Policy and International Affairs, in
conjunction with Oxfam, produced a
comprehensive report entitled “Poverty,
Inequality, and Social Protection in
Lebanon.” The study aims to inform
policymakers of best practices for alleviating
poverty and implementing a social safety
net, as well as raise awareness on pockets of
poverty in the country. 

11. Sustainable Cities and Communities - Make
cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient, and sustainable.
• Politics and Urban Studies Professor Mona

Harb is currently investigating
decentralization, local and regional
governments, city strategies, and policy
mobilities in Lebanon. Part of this research is
forthcoming as a co-edited volume entitled
Local Governments and Public Goods:
Assessing Decentralization Experiences in 
the Arab World (Beirut: LCPS, with Sami
Atallah).

12. Responsible Consumption and Production -
Ensure sustainable consumption and
production patterns.
• In celebration of AUB’s 150th anniversary and

with its slogan “Healthy Earth, Healthy Food,
Healthy People,” AUB’s Faculty of
Agricultural and Food Sciences (FAFS) held
the two-day event “Together towards a
Sustainable Community” on September 29
and 30, 2016.

13. Climate Action - Take urgent action to combat
climate change and its impact by regulating
emissions and promoting developments in
renewable energy.
• Professor of Environmental Hydrology and

Director of the Issam Fares Institute of
Climate Change and Environment Program
Nadim Farajalla attends international

climate change negotiations as part of
Lebanon’s national delegation.  

14. Life Below Water - Conserve and sustainably
use the oceans, seas, and marine resources for
sustainable development.
• Plant Pathology Professor Yousef Abu

Jawdeh’s grant-funded research is helping to
transform AUB into a regional center for
algae studies. He has identified several
strains of Lebanese microalgae that show
potential as super foods and fuel sources and
believes that there is great potential for
microalgae as a crop in Lebanon. 

15. Life on Land - Protect, restore, 
and promote sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests,
combat desertification, halt and reverse land
degradation, and halt biodiversity loss.
• Biology Professor Khouzama Knio surveys

insect diversity at the Bentael Reserve in
Byblos, specifically the number of species
and their distribution. Surveys of butterfly
species were conducted decades ago, but no
surveys of insect biodiversity in the reserve
have ever been done. 

16. Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions -
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for
sustainable development, provide access to
justice for all, and build effective, accountable,
and inclusive institutions at all levels.
• Between 2007 and 2014, AUB’s Issam Fares

Institute for Public Policy and International
Affairs hosted the Bill and Sally Hambrecht
Distinguished Peacemakers Lecture Series in
which international peacemakers such as
former US President Jimmy Carter, former
Arab League Secretary-General Amr Moussa,
and former UN Special Envoy Lakhdar
Brahimi spoke of their experiences
negotiating peace. 

17. Partnerships for the goals - Strengthen the
means of implementation and revitalize the
global partnership for sustainable
development.
• AUB seeks to partner with sister universities

and institutions to compound its reach and
effectiveness and recently partnered with
nine other universities in the Middle East
and Europe to launch the Pro-Green
Diploma. President Khuri recently launched
the Strategic Partnership Initiative, which
promotes partnerships between AUB and
elements of civil society and government;
recent AUB graduates are interning at
Lebanese government ministries as part of
this initiative. 

4544



On January 8, young refugees and their
would-be helpers came together for the
debut event of the STEM For Refugees
initiative. A partnership between AUB,
the NGO Sonbola, and The Little
Engineer, a private company founded
by AUB distinguished alumna Rana El
Chemaitelly (BEN '93, MEN '08), STEM
For Refugees was established in 2014 to
empower refugee and other vulnerable
young learners through science,
technology, engineering, and
mathematics education. Designed for
students living in Lebanese refugee
camps, their pilot project, The Sonbola
Little Engineer Robotics Program,
included three months of hands-on
educational instruction followed by a
presentation of student projects at AUB.
The program brought together 50
refugee youths (ages 9-18), an equal
number of boys and girls, for weekly
sessions at the Sonbola Learning Center
in the Beqa'a Valley. Here, the
participants learned how to use small

building blocks and state-of-the-art
sensors to create projects that would
meet the needs of camp life. Projects
revolved around four themes: hygiene
and comfort; renewable energy; health
and safety; and personal development
and leisure. Trained facilitators guided
students in building such working
models as rainwater collection systems,
solar-powered ovens, ventilated tents,
and playground equipment. Students
were then introduced to programming
language in order to integrate sensors
with the blocks.

The program aims to impart technology
skills and knowledge while integrating
lifelong learning attributes such as
critical thinking, creative problem-
solving, and teamwork, as well as
citizenship values such as respect for
others and personal responsibility.
Massa Mufti, founder and CEO of
Sonbola, opened the event by speaking
about some of the challenges that STEM

For Refugees seeks to address. These
include the gap between education and
employability in the Arab world at large
and shortcomings in math and science
education in particular. Finally, the
students took center stage and
demonstrated how their projects work
before a rapt audience. “We learned
specifically how to face challenges in
our lives and how to overcome them
and think of solutions," one young
student noted in a brief but pointed
testament to the program’s success.

#AUB4Refugees

Launched in 
September  2016,
University-wide
initiative
#AUB4Refugees
brings together 
AUB faculty and
units working 
to nurture
cooperation and
build partnerships
on campus and
beyond to deal with
the repercussions
of the Syrian
refugee crisis.  
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Some ongoing #AUB4Refugee Projects:
• Food and nutrition security, FAFS
• Mitigating determinants of early
marriage among refugees, FHS

• New sustainable solutions to waste and
sanitation issues in refugee campus, FEA

• The establishment of community
kitchens currently serving over 140,000
hot meals per year, FEA
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Zalmay Khalilzad (BA ’72, MA ’74) 
is among a small number of senior 
US diplomats who left their home
countries to serve in the upper
echelons of American government.
Born in the Afghan city of Mazar-i-
Sharif, Khalilzad would go on to serve
in senior State and Defense Department
posts, at the White House, and three
high-profile ambassadorships: to
Afghanistan, to Iraq, and to the 
United Nations. 

In summer 2001, as a member of the
National Security Council, he met with
Afghan opposition leaders in Rome and
puzzled over how the US should handle
the Taliban’s support for Al Qaeda.
After 9/11, Khalilzad’s portfolio 
became first priority for the Bush
administration, and he began what
would turn out to be an eight-year tour
at the tip of the spear of America’s
efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Thirty years after he left Kabul, he
returned in January 2002, as a special
presidential envoy. He came from the
Hotel Petersberg in Bonn, Germany,
where he had pushed leaders of
Afghan ethnic factions to form a

transitional government. He recalled
Kabul International Airport as “a
pleasant hub” but it now “resembled a
scrap yard.” Tears stung his eyes, not
from the dusty air but from a sense of
loss. 

He began crisscrossing the country,
marshalling warlords’ support for the
transitional government; asking them
to take part in the Loya Jirga (a special
assembly) that would ratify the new
Afghan constitution; and seeking to
manage the expectations of then-
Interim President Hamid Karzai. When
he asked Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld and President Bush for
military aid in securing far-flung
provinces, they declined. 

A constitution was drafted. Elections
were held. And by 2005—two years
after Khalilzad officially became
ambassador to Afghanistan—the Bush
administration felt hopeful enough
about the country’s progress and
confident enough in Khalilzad’s
political abilities to send him 1,500
miles west, to Baghdad. There, they
hoped, he might find similar success in
coaxing elections and a constitution
out of rival politicians: “I knew from
Afghanistan that constitutional
negotiations bring to the surface
people’s fundamental hopes, fears.
Issues that strike outsiders as
symbolic—the official language, the
design of the flag—strike deep
emotional chords.” 

From Kabul to the White House
Alumni Profile

“I knew from
Afghanistan that
constitutional

negotiations bring to 
the surface people’s
fundamental hopes,

fears. Issues that strike
outsiders as symbolic—
the official language, 
the design of the flag—
strike deep emotional

chords.” 
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His voice retains a trace of his Dari accent as
he tells the story of how he came to deal in
state-building. It began with a student
exchange program. “The American Field
Service selected me as the top student in my
class to live with a family in California and
study at a local high school there. We were 18
Afghans, including the current president of
Afghanistan, Ashraf Ghani (BA ’73, MA ’77),
all headed to different parts of the country.”

On arriving in the United States he
experienced many shocks: air conditioners,
racial diversity, traffic lights, showers,
televisions. “Even the farms were like villas,”
he says. “The work ethic, spirit of
entrepreneurialism, and tolerance” also
impressed him. He quickly took to his new
surroundings, playing basketball, swimming,
and giving talks at the local high school on
Afghanistan. When he returned to Kabul, he
found himself struggling with political
questions: Why was America doing so well?
How could Afghanistan do better? 

A USAID scholarship announcement posted
on Kabul University’s campus brought him to
AUB to study political science. Speaking of
AUB at the time, he describes “a simmering
mini-cauldron of the region’s ideological and
political turmoil. You had Nasserists, Marxist-
Leninists, a few Islamists, Lebanese
nationalists.” 

From History Professors Hanna Batatu and
Walid Khalidi and Islamic Studies Professor
Yusuf Ibish, he learned “about the decline and
fall of the Ottoman Empire, the rise of the
European colonial powers, and the division of
the Middle East.” He met his American-
Austrian wife Cheryl at a dance at the edge of
campus where he tried to pass as a woman to
avoid the entrance fee. At AUB, he says, he
received “a first-rate education,” and became

convinced that the spread of the American
model of higher education around the world
would benefit humanity. 

After he completed a master’s in political
studies, USAID granted him the opportunity to
pursue a PhD at the University of Chicago,
where he studied under Albert Wohlstetter, an
influential political thinker and future Reagan
Administration official. Via Wohlsetter’s
connections to the policy world, he came to
brief Secretary of Defense James Schlesinger,
Pentagon official Andrew Marshall, and
neoconservative thinker Paul Wolfowitz. 

His Afghan expertise became even more
relevant when the United States began waging
a proxy war against the Soviet Union through
Afghan mujahideen. He predicted Afghan
resistance to the communists. That got the
Carter Administration’s attention. Wolfowitz
invited him to join the State Department, but
first he needed to pay a visit to Manhattan’s
federal court building in 1984 to be sworn in
as a US citizen.

Then came the White House. Secretary of State
George Schultz invited him to join his policy

planning staff, which involved developing a
strategy of support for Afghans fighting the
Soviets and engaging the Afghan resistance 
on the Reagan administration’s behalf. There
is a 1987 photo of President Reagan in
conversation with Afghan mujahideen leader
Younis Khalis, Khalilzad translating. Speaking
for Khalis, he told the president, “Islam is a
religion of righteousness and peace… And
given its universal truth, Mr. Khalis would like
to invite you, Mr. President, to accept the
religion of Islam.” President Reagan declined,
but added that as men of faith they were on
the same side against the Soviets.

Khalilzad brims with stories of the halls of
power. After he briefed President Bush on
former Afghan king Zahir Shah’s role in the
transitional government, the president
replied, “Zal, you work for a republic. What’s
this monarchy you’re trying to create?” During
the Loya Jirga, he remembers delegates asking
Karzai to give longtime political opposition
leader Younis Qanooni a role in the new
government. Karzai responded, “Well, I think
he should be minister of education.” And so
he was.

Despite heavy criticism of the Bush Doctrine,
Khalilzad stands steadfast in his belief in the
core foreign policy objectives that guided the
administration: “Even the darkest days of my
ambassadorships in Afghanistan and Iraq did
not fundamentally diminish my support for
promoting democracy abroad. I realized that a
small number of reforms could have made the
difference between major successes and
defeats on the democracy front. Although it is
hard to overstate the difficulties in the greater
Middle East today, there are decent people in
the region who are searching for a way out of
the crisis. Many of them wouldn’t have had a
platform or a voice but for our interventions.”



Akl Fahed (BS ’06, MD ’10) Born in
Achkout, Lebanon, Dr. Fahed is a
cardiologist and genomics scientist at
Massachusetts General Hospital and
Harvard University in Boston. 

Q. how does your research into the
genetic causes of heart disease help
patients and families in the Middle
East and worldwide?

A. Many severe heart diseases are
inherited through unique
fingerprints on our DNA that create
defective genes. In Middle Eastern
populations, increased incidence of
intermarriage results in a higher
frequency of genetic heart disease.
Using next-generation genomic tools
to identify these defects, we are able
to identify many gene defects that
cause heart malformations, heart
muscle disease, and even sudden
death in families. Our research
allows family members to get tested
for the gene defect; identifies family
members who have it; and can
prevent the disease before it
happens. In one instance, we
identified a gene defect that caused
sudden death in half of the members
of five families in South Lebanon.
Many of them believed they were
cursed! Our research allows patients
to understand the cause of their
illness so that they can be screened
and receive defibrillator implants to
prevent cardiac death. Our group
also studied familial forms of very
high cholesterol in Lebanon, and we
were able to identify 100 percent of
the genetic causes of the disease in
the country. These findings provide
insights into why these diseases
occur and enable other scientists to
build on and improve the care of
patients worldwide.   

Q. Were there any professors or
mentors who influenced your
career path?

A. Absolutely, and I’m a firm believer in
the power of mentorship. In my
earlier days, I was inspired by my

professors at AUBMC, several of
whom are physician-scientists. Some
believed in my potential and
supported me, including Drs. Fadi
Bitar and Georges Nemer, who
guided my first steps in genetics and
cardiology. When I moved to
Harvard, I was privileged to work
under Drs. Christine and Jonathan
Seidman, who made me the scientist
I am today.

Q. As president of the WAAAUB New
England Chapter, you are
spearheading the creation of a
knowledge hub and network of
scientists and doctors for
professional advancement. What
are the lessons you’ve learned in
the process?

A. As a physician, I appreciate that a
care team of physicians, nurses,
nutritionists, etc., working together
always performs better than an
individual doctor. As a researcher in
genomics, I know that real science is
only achieved with collaboration and
sharing of ideas and data. The AUB
alumni community is no different.
Working with WAAAUB, I found that
the depth and breadth of talent
within the alumni community is
extraordinary, in every single field
you can imagine. Our initiative is
building on these basic concepts by
creating a state-of-the-art network
that would be used for professional
advancement and collaboration,
starting with healthcare and life
sciences. The idea is that we are
stronger together and by
collaborating we can drive innovative
solutions for critical issues in the
Middle East. One of the most
humbling observations in this
process is how interested our senior
AUB alumni are in mentoring,
guiding, and supporting younger
alumni and current students. The
momentum is there; we only need
the tools to keep people engaged,
and that’s what we are building.  

A Scientist Skilled in Matters 
of the Heart

StandingOUTstanding

• Graduate Studies in
Philanthropy and
Nonprofit
Management,
Georgetown 
University (’07)

• Postdoctoral
Fellowship in Human
Genetics, Harvard
University (’13) 

• MPH Quantitative
Methods, Harvard (’15)

• Residency in Internal
Medicine,
MGH/Harvard (’16)

• Fellowship in
Cardiovascular Disease,
MGH/Harvard (current)

• Awards from the
American Society of
Clinical Investigation
(ASCI), American
College of Cardiology
(ACC), and
MGH/Harvard
University

• President of the
WAAAUB New England
Chapter

• Founder and former
leader of several
professional and
volunteer
organizations 

• Chair of the Healthcare
Sessions of Harvard
Arab Weekend 2012 
and 2013

AUB Everywhere  AUB Everywhere



A stunning cedar
typographic sculpture
honoring the life of
Zahi Hawwa (BS ’60,
MD ’65) has been
installed in Mary
Dodge Hall Plaza.
Donated by Zahi’s
brothers, calligraphy
artist Kameel (BA ’68),
Samir (BA ’56), Mounir
(BS ’59), and Loutfi,
the sculpture depicts
the acronym of the
American University of
Beirut (AUB) in Arabic
script.

Recently Elected Chapter Leadership

WAAAUB Events 
and Announcements

WAAAUB New york Metropolitan
Chapter Leadership
President: Omar Hamad (BEN ’12)
Vice President: Tony Mansour (BBA ’06)
Treasurer: Salim Bousleiman (BEN ’91)
Secretary: Zaynab Jaber (MS ’15)
Member at-large: 
Dena Taha (BS ’13),Rana Hajjaj 
(BBA ’09), Sara Kaddoura (BS ’15),
Sarine Beukian (BSN ’08), Shereen
Ghandour (MA ’98)  

WAAAUB Washington, dC Chapter
Leadership
President: Fadi Jradi (BS ’08, MS ’11)
Vice President: Talal Naboulsi (BE ’14)
Secretary: Dina Shahin (BA ’99)
Treasurer: Mark Maalouf (BE ’14)
Member at-large: 
Nadia Assaf (BA ’94), Gracia El-Ayle 
(BS ’11), Rola El-Halaby (BA ’83), 
Joy Khalil (BA ’72), Clovis Maalouf 
(BBA ’11)

WAAAUB Egypt Chapter Leadership
President: Bassam Hajj (BBA ’98)
Vice President: Samer Farhat (BEN ’02)
Treasurer: Farah Eido (BS ’03, MS ’13)
Secretary: Norhan Bader (MPH ’17)
Member at-large: Adib El Zoghbi 
(BBA ’04, MBA ’06), Bahaa
Muhammad, Serene Musallam Farah
(BBA ’98, MBA ’99), Sina Hbous 
(BA ’02)

WAAAUB Ivory Coast Chapter
Leadership
President: Khalil Khoreibani (BBA ’09)
Vice President: Hamza Cheaito (BBA ’06)
Secretary: Mazen Aasi (BA ’13)
Treasurer: Mirna Daher Kalot (BS ’93)
Member at-large: Hani Zaatari (BEN ’16)

New Chapter

Omar Hamad, President 
New York Metropolitan Chapter

Fadi Jradi, President 
Greater Washington, DC Chapter

Bassam Hajj, President
Egypt Chapter

Khalil Khoreibani, President
Ivory Coast Chapter
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Baltimore
Chapter

MASSAyA WINE
TASTINg

The Debs Center,
AUB New York
Office
28 March

New York

North American
launch of
AUBMC’s 150th

Anniversary
with Dr. Ziyad
Ghazzal 
Bistro Bistro 
Washington, DC
17 March

Greater
Washington, DC

Look for more on
AUBMC’s 150th in
the next issue of
The MainGate!

gALA

Dr. Shadi Saleh and Ms. Noha
Hachach

A special thanks to Zapher
Dajani for hosting AUB at the
Cuvier Club. Zapher comes
from a proud AUB legacy
family beginning with Moussa
Beidas (BA ’42), and including
his mother Najwa Beidas
Dajani (BS chemistry ’62). 

La Jolla, CA
2 April

Southern California

WAAAUB Around the Globe 
For event details and photos, visit the alumni website: alumni.aub.edu.lb 

United States

SPRINg PICNIC

Centennial Park
Ellicott City, MD
23 April

PRoFESSIoNAL
dEvELoPMENT

With Lamia
Charlebois
L’Assommoir
Notre-Dame
Montreal
18 April

MontrealCanada

AUB Everywhere



www.flickr.com/photos/aubalumni/

ANNUAL BALL
“WE ARE ThE
WINd BENEATh
ThEIR SAILS”

Al Bustan Roda
Hotel
Dubai
2 March

Dubai and
Northern
Emirates

Middle East/North Africa

gALA dINNER

Grand Hyatt Hotel
Amman
9 December, 2016

Club of
Jordan

UNIvERSITy
SChoLARShIP
PRogRAM
ChAPTER
LAUNCh

College Hall
24 April

Lebanon

MEET & gREET

Eatery Restaurant
Cairo
3 March

Egypt

5352

BRUNCh

Orjowan Lebanese
Restaurant
London
19 February

United
Kingdom

Europe

gAThERINg

Dr. Adham El
Khalil’s
Mansion
Abidjan
12 January

Ivory coastAfrica
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Fouad y. dagher (BA ’54, MD ’58)
completed four years of surgical
training at AUH (now AUBMC), two
years at Harvard Medical School, and a
year at the Cuyahoga Hospital in
Cleveland before he returned to AUB’s
Surgical Department, where he
performed the first kidney transplant
operation. In 1973, he joined the
Department of Surgery at the University
of Maryland Medical Center, becoming
a tenured professor responsible for the
Kidney Transplant and Vascular
Surgery programs. His many
appointments include professor of
surgery at the University of South
Florida, George Washington University,
and Georgetown University where he
also served as associate dean. He was
chief of surgery at Bay Pine Veteran’s
Affairs Medical Center in St. Petersburg,
Florida, and chief of staff at the VA
Medical Center in Washington, DC. In
2001, Fouad served for a year as chief
medical director and associate dean at
AUBMC. He has been a visiting
professor at numerous top-rated
universities throughout the world. As
he and his wife Malak Nahas (BA ’57,
MA ’74) prepare to celebrate their 60th
wedding anniversary, they feel blessed
with good health, an active life, three
well-established sons, and six healthy
grandchildren.

Mounir E. Nassar  (BS ’55, MD ’59) 
A cardiologist and medical author,
Mounir completed his medical
residency at Baylor University School 
of Medicine and a cardiorespiratory

fellowship at Columbia University’s
College of Physicians and Surgeons. 
His extensive medical practice includes
service in the US Air Force Reserves at
the Sheppard Air Force Base as a Major
specializing in medical education, as
well as time spent as associate chief of
staff and co-director of ICU, EKG,
Respiratory Therapy at Arnold Gregory
Memorial Hospital in Albion, New York;
chief physician at the Veteran Affairs
Medical Centers in North Carolina and
Western New York; and research
volunteer associate at the University of
Rochester Medical Center. Dr. Nassar is
the recipient of the highest award for
public service from the Department of
Veterans Affairs at Buffalo, which
includes Western New York. He is a
fellow of the American Heart
Association, an honorary senior
physician of the American Medical
Association, an emeritus honorary
member of the American College of
Cardiologists, and a fellow of the
American College of Physicians. 

Dr. Nassar’s books, Clinical Medicine
Research History at The American
University of Beirut Faculty of Medicine
1920-1974 and A Physician's Odyssey
and Clinical Experience, relate to his life
and education, his specialization in
clinical medicine and cardiology at
Baylor College of Medicine and
Columbia, and his clinical practice
experiences with his patients’
healthcare. They can be purchased
through the author.
[nassarmd@gmail.com] 

Class Notes

1950s

The Big Game
Arts and Sciences triumphs in the 1966 Centennial football (soccer) game against Engineering. The full
centennial photo album of Zareh Arzoumanian (BBA ’70) [pictured fifth from left] can be found online.
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Yahya Fadl (BS ’58, MD ’63) came to
AUB from Syria. He completed his
residency in internal medicine and a
fellowship in hematology/oncology at
the Medical College of Virginia. Forced
to turn down a teaching post at Aleppo
Medical School due to unsuitable
conditions, he completed military
service, married, and ran a small
practice before returning to the United
States in 1975, where he practiced until
his retirement in 2008. He and his wife
live in Richmond, Virginia, near their
children and grandchildren. Their son
practices cardiology in Indianapolis.  

hala Asfour hunt (BA ’63) writes:
“After 23 lovely years in rural France,
my husband and I are moving to San
Felipe, Baja California, Mexico. We 
will be building our own home on the
golf course of this lovely community 
on the Sea of Cortez, an American
development called El Dorado Ranch. 
It provides all the amenities we can
think of, plus ample activities to keep
us fit and entertained. We play pickle
ball almost every day, walk, swim, etc.
There are movies twice a week and
endless social events. It's a great place,
so come join us active retirees. We’d like
to hear from classmates.”
[halaas4@gmail.com]

Jaber Sawaya (BS ’64, MD ’68) joined
the medical school in 1964 after
finishing three pre-med years. He
writes: “The first shock was when we
dissected cadavers in the anatomy
room. Mr. Trlikian, a sweet old
technician, made life easier. It was

shocking to know that most of these
cadavers were from the mental hospital
. . . Studying on the old worn benches of
Van Dyck Hall gave us a sense of
continuity since so many generations
have sat on those benches. At the end of
the day we hurried to wear our green
jackets with the medical emblem on the
front and stroll on campus to impress
the girls who had high esteem for
medical students. And life goes on.”
[js22@aub.edu.lb]

Fatima Sbaity Kassem (BBA ’65, MA
’70) was recognized as one of the Top
100 Most Influential Women in
Emerging Economies by the Centre for
Economic and Leadership
Development, a leading gender
empowerment and human capacity
development-based organization
affiliated with the United Nations
Economic and Social Council, during an
event at the Shangri-La Hotel in Dubai,
UAE last December. Fatima is the
former director of the UN-ESCWA Centre
for Women.

Faisal Rashed Al-ghais (BA ’68) is a
retired ambassador. He retired in 2010
after 43 years of diplomatic service. “I
graduated from AUB with a degree in
political science. Being a graduate of
AUB, I was welcomed into the
diplomatic service of my country,
Kuwait. I have always felt proud to tell
people that I am an AUBite because this
brings me recognition and respect. I am
rightfully proud of our alma mater, and
I have always wished that my children
and grandchildren could get the same
level of education and cultural
exposure. Although half a century has
passed since I graduated, my AUB
alumni friends in Kuwait and I still talk
about it as if it were yesterday.
Whenever I am in Beirut for any reason,
I visit the campus to satisfy my
nostalgia.”

Ahmad Salim Awdeh (BA ’68, MA ’86)
recounts an anecdote from the 1960s
classroom of Professor Scaife, a British
citizen: “The classroom door was open
when two janitors were heard talking. A
student, having caught a glimpse of
disapproval on the professor’s face, rose
from his seat with a nod to the
professor, walked to the open door,

said, ‘Excuse me,’ closed the door, and
came back to his seat. Professor Scaife
watching, told the student, ‘That was
an example of good behavior. Thank
you.’ Students learned good behavior at
AUB. An acknowledgement of its
education is part of this good behavior.”
[ahmadawdeh1@yahoo.com]

Sayfuddin Kasir (BA ’68, MA ’71)
writes: “After graduation in 1971, I did
my military service until 1974. I rejoined
AUB for doctoral studies for two years
but was forced to quit due to the
Lebanese civil war. I joined the Ministry
of Education in Syria and served as a
high school teacher, co-head master,
and master of a secondary school until
my retirement in 2003. Now I am
practicing the translation of history
books for the Institute of Ismaili Studies
in London. The translated books are
published by al-Saqi publishers in
Beirut. The list includes about 17 titles.
My family includes four children: two
boys and two girls. A son passed away
in 2008 at the age of 31. The other son is
married and has three children. One
daughter is married and has three
children. The other daughter is single
and works at a hospital.”

Simon h. Kuttab (BS ’68) earned his
PhD in Organic Medicinal Chemistry at
the University of Kansas (1974). After
completing postdoctoral work at the
University of California at Davis and at
San Francisco, Simon served as an
assistant professor at Northeastern
University in Boston (1976-81) before
moving to Birzeit University, Palestine,
where he was a professor (1981-2015)
and dean of the Faculty of Science
(1989-92 and 2005-11). At Birzeit, he
established the Center for
Environmental Health Sciences (1982)
and the Pharmacy doctoral program
(2010). He currently teaches part-time as
a retiree. His wife, Eileen Rizek, is
associate professor of Sociology and
Women’s Studies at Birzeit, where she
served as director of the Women’s
Studies Institute. The couple has three
children: Rania (BA ’01), who holds an
MBA from California State University;
Johnny, a cardiologist at Tufts
University; and Rani, a medical student
at Lebanese American University.
[skuttab@birzeit.edu]

1960s
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haig Toroyan (BS ’68, BEN ’72) writes:
“It was so unbelievably delightful to be
at AUB that I did two majors just so I
could stay there and keep enjoying all
that it had to offer. The period was
between 1963 and 1972, and I earned a
BS in physics and another in electrical
engineering. Being surrounded by 40
nationalities and being offered
numerous activities—social, scientific,
sports—led to my acquiring a number of
sports trophies and success in building
and firing a rocket while president of
the Space Science Club under army
patronage. These achievements and
others have set a standard for my
grandchildren. For them and my
descendants, I am writing a book of
glimpses into my life to include several
chapters on what AUB is and how it
impacted my life.”
[toroyanh@hotmail.com]

Zareh Arzoumanian (BBA ’70) worked
in international finance across the
globe. In 2002, he retired to Palm Beach
Gardens, Florida. A photo from his AUB
centennial photo album is featured at
the beginning of Class Notes. The full
album can be accessed in the on-line
version of MainGate.  

John Carpenter (BA ’73) writes: “The
New York Times recently ran an article
on Steven Kerr, son of Malcolm. While
the tragic part of this story took place
years after I graduated in 1973, the
article made special mention and

included a photo of the banyan tree
outside of College Hall where Dr. Kerr 
is memorialized. The tree part of the
story brought back a lot of good
memories for me as I spent many hours
up in it studying and contemplating life
during my wonderful four years at AUB.
My AUB education prepared me for my
future path in the fire service by
teaching me how to deal constructively
with people from different
backgrounds. I retired as a fire chief
three years ago after a long career of
service. Thank you, AUB!”

Muhammad Asef Sobhi gardezi
(BS ’73) attended Habibia High School
in Kabul, Afghanistan, and Arvada West
High School in Colorado (1966-67). 
After receiving his degree in agronomy
from AUB’s School of Agriculture, he
worked for Afghan Fertilizer Company
in Kabul until 1979, when he moved to
Afghanistan’s Academy of Sciences as
head of their Department of Genetics. 
In 1980-81, Asef completed a project at
the Biological Research Center of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and 
in 1986 he earned an MS from Kabul
University. In 1994, in the middle of the
civil war in Afghanistan, he joined the
International Committee of the Red
Cross as a health adviser, a position he
held until 2013. In 2010, Asef attended 
a health emergency course at AUB,
bringing back lots of memories. He has
been retired for three years. “I am proud
of being an AUB graduate, and now I
have contact with all my Agriculture
classmates through the Internet.”
[asef_gardezi@yahoo.com]

Raghid Nahhas (BS ’73, MS ’76) earned
a PhD in environmental zoology from
University of Hull, England in 1981. A
researcher, adviser, consultant, and
senior manager, he worked in marine
sciences and urban pollution in Syria,
with the United Nations’ Environment
Program among others, and in Australia
(since 1987) with the Victorian
Environment Protection Authority and
later with Australian Water
Technologies. He is now retired,
focusing on his interest in creative
writing in English and Arabic. He has
published several literary books and
edited and published 26 issues of an
international magazine of creative
writings. Raghid lives in Sydney,
Australia, with his wife. They have two
daughters and two grandchildren.

Mohamad S. Jaafar (BS ’74, MD ’78) has
kept close contacts with the main
campus and AUB alumni. On June 30,
2016, Mohamad was installed as the
first Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology
in Washington, DC. Mohamad was
recognized for his numerous clinical,
academic, and advocacy achievements
and for promoting pediatric
ophthalmology training worldwide. The
special installation ceremony was
attended by the Children’s National
Health System Board of Directors,
leadership, faculty, and staff; members
of the Washington medical community;
and family and friends. On March 23,
2016, Mohamad was also honored with
the inauguration of the Annual
Mohamad S. Jaafar Visiting
Professorship. He is the Dorothy, Jay,
Kara, and Mark Weinstein Professor and
Chief of Ophthalmology at Children’s
National Health System and Professor
of Ophthalmology and Pediatrics at

“My AUB
education

prepared me for
my future path in
the fire service by
teaching me how

to deal
constructively

with people from
different

backgrounds.”

John Carpenter
(BA ‘73)

1970s



5756

George Washington University,
Washington, DC.

Imad dandan (BS ’78, MD ’83) received
the Outstanding Service Award from
AUB’s Surgical Alumni Association of
North America. Imad is trauma medical
director at Scripps Memorial Hospital in
La Jolla, California.

Ranya Nasrallah (BS ’85, MS ’03)
received a bachelor’s degree in
agriculture engineering and a master’s
degree in plant sciences in 2003. She
was a self-employed landscape
engineer for 18 years, designing and
executing landscape designs in gardens
such as Holiday Beach and others. In
1995, she founded the NGO CrossTalk,
which provides ecumenical Christian
education, promotes family and civic
values, and dispenses humanitarian
relief to needy populations.
[www.mycrosstalk.org]

hrayr Attarian (BS ’88, MD ’92) is a
professor of neurology at Northwestern
University Feinberg School of Medicine
in Chicago and the director of the Sleep
Medicine Fellowship program. He
specializes in sleep disorders and
recently published the third edition of
his textbook A Clinical Handbook of
Insomnia. He has published 60-plus
peer-reviewed articles and two other
textbooks and has presented at
international conferences including,
most recently, at the Chest World
Congress in Shanghai. In his spare time,
Hrayr is a professional jazz critic and
widely published writer in music
magazines.

ghassan Abdel Rahman (BEN ’88,
EMBA ’06) has been living in Abu Dhabi
since 1989. He is a group managing
partner at Midis Site & Power, UAE. An
active alumni, Ghassan has served as 
a committee member of the Abu Dhabi
Chapter, a WAAAUB council member, 
a member of the WAAAUB Chapters
Committee that lobbied for the creation
of the EMBA (Executive Master’s in
Business Administration) chapter, and
of the nomination committee at the
time of EMBA’s first elections. He has
served as a judge for the Darwazah
Student Innovation Contest and is a
member of AUB’s President’s Club.
Ghassan’s eldest daughter Lyn is a
graphic design student at AUB,
expected to graduate in 2017. He 
writes, “I cannot wait to attend the
commencement, so many years after 
my graduation.”

Adib Jaber, (BS ’89, MD ’93) has been a
practicing ophthalmologist in Beirut
since 1997. His practice includes
medical as well as surgical treatment of
eye disease. Adib is a regular volunteer
with the Special Olympics, an
organization concerned with the
integration and well-being of
intellectually disabled, special needs
people. He helps provide free eye
checkups and free eyeglasses for this
population in Lebanon and worldwide.
Adib is married to Nada Sbeity. They
have four children: Hassane, Dani,
Raed, and Iyad. 
[adibjaber@gmail.com]

Shadi Mhaish (BBA ’96, MBA ’98)
moved to Toronto, Canada, two years
ago. He is an accomplished finance
leader with 20 years of corporate
finance, accounting, and consulting
experience. With a multitude of
certifications (CFA, CPA, CMA, and
CFM), Shadi believes that learning is a
non-stop, lifelong activity. He still
remembers the good old days spent at
AUB. His two daughters enjoy playing
on the Greenfield whenever they visit
Beirut. Shadi proudly provides training
every year to AUBMC finance and
accounting staff, and he makes sure
that he visits the AUB campus during
that period. [shadi.mhaish@gmail.com]

Michel Nawfal (BS ’98, MA ’09) is 
a medical doctor and a clinical
psychologist. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in biology (pre-med), a master’s
in psychology, and a medical degree 
at St. George’s University School of
Medicine. He completed an internship
in general psychotherapy at AUBMC
and a training with supervision in
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy at the
Beck Institute. With a post-graduate
course in psychopharmacotherapy 
from Harvard Medical School, Michel
has a unique skill set. He practices in
Lebanon as a prescribing psychologist.
Professional affiliations include
Professional Colleague and Fellow
Member of the Academy of Cognitive
Therapy, full member of the American
Psychological Association (APA), board
member of the Lebanese Psychological

“I cannot wait to
attend the

commencement
[of my daughter
Lyn], so many
years after my
graduation.”

Ghassan Abdel Rahman
(BEN ’88, EMBA ’06)

1980s

1990s



Wadih Fadi haddad (BBA ’03) first
worked for a multinational logistics
company before founding the self-
storage company The Box in Dubai. 
The Box now has additional locations 
in Beirut and Qatar. Wadih has been
married for five years. He has a 3-year-
old son and a daughter on the way.
[wadih@theboxme.com]
[www.theboxme.com]

Nabeel Anthony Saad (BS ’03) works as
a Google Cloud customer engineer in
London. He and his wife Elisa have a 9-
month-old daughter named Matilda
and a dog named Wizard. “Life is
generally good, enjoying the hustle
bustle of London and do like the
opportunity to catch up with folks from
AUB. If anyone is coming through
London, reach out and say hi.”
[saadnabs@hotmail.com]

Association (LPA), and social affairs
director on the board of the Middle East
Eating Disorders Association. According
to Dr. Nawfal “One who has not been to
AUB at least once in their life has not
received a proper education.”
[michel_nawfal@nawfalclinics.com]
[www.nawfalclinics.com]

Ramsey Jurdi (BA ’01) has joined the
global law firm of DLA Piper in Dubai as
a Partner. Ramsey is an international
disputes, regulatory, and trade
compliance lawyer. He has particular
experience advising on compliance
with respect to economic sanctions and
export controls, defending white-collar
criminal inquiries, and conducting
special investigations. Ramsey
continues to serve as the elected
President of the American Chamber of
Commerce organization in Dubai and
the American Business Council of
Dubai & the Northern Emirates.

Jihane W. Najjar (BA ’01, MA ’03) lives
in Athens, Greece with her husband
Chahan R. Bezirjian (BBA ’04) and
their son Rodrigue Charles. After
finishing a master’s degree in Public
Administration, Jihane lived in Qatar,
UAE, and Lebanon where she held
several positions in the public and
private sectors. Her last position was as
HR leader for Tyco International,
Middle East, a security systems and fire
protection company based in Princeton,
New Jersey. In 2012, Jihane established
Leverage HR Consultants, which she
currently owns and manages. Jihane
and Chahan are expecting their second
baby this year. 
[jnajjar@leverage-hr.com]h

AUB Everywhere

“Life is generally good,
enjoying the hustle bustle
of London and do like the
opportunity to catch up
with folks from AUB.”

Nabeel Anthony Saad
(BS ’03)

Register for the AUB Alumni
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one stop for all things AUB!
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• Update your contact details so we can keep you informed
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In Memoriam
george Khalil haddad (BA ’36, MD ’40) was
born in Cairo, Egypt, and passed away in Beit
Mery, Mt. Lebanon, last January at the age of
101. His father Khalil graduated from AUB in
1896 with a degree in Pharmacy. Encouraged
to pursue medicine by an aunt who was a
nurse in New York, Dr. Haddad embarked on
a long, exemplary career as a surgeon
working primarily in New York City public
hospitals. One year he performed more
surgeries than any other physician in the
entire city. A thoughtful and deeply

principled man, Dr. Haddad was widely
respected for his professional judgement,
selfless commitment to patients, unrivalled
work ethic, meticulous courtesy, and
generous mentoring of staff. He was also an
innovator who devised methods to help
curtail unnecessarily invasive abdominal
surgeries. Dr. Haddad spent his final years in
his mother’s hometown in Beit Mery, Mt.
Lebanon. He is survived by his cherished
brother Albert, cousins, nieces, and nephews.

Alumni

Notices for
In Memoriam
may be sent to
maingate@aub.edu.lb

Joseph Aziz Sabri (BA ’41, MD ’46) passed
away peacefully on September 6, 2016, at the
age of 95 in Herndon, Virginia. Dr. Sabri
completed a residency at the University of
Toronto and postgraduate work at the
University of Pennsylvania. After settling in
Arlington, Virginia, he spent much of the
remainder of his medical career (1954-99) as 
a partner and intermittent chairman of the
Yater Clinic. He was an associate clinical
professor at George Washington University;
chairman of the Department of
Otolaryngology at the Washington Hospital
Center (1970-71); and chairman of the
Department of Otolaryngology at Arlington
Hospital (1977-97). Dr. Sabri published
extensively on surgical techniques in
otolaryngology journals and was consistently
named as a Top-100 Physician in Washington,
DC, by Washingtonian magazine. He retired

from private practice on his 85th birthday. Dr.
Sabri is remembered by generations of
patients as an exuberant man, a talented
diagnostician, and a compassionate
healer—qualities that cannot be taught. In
addition, he mentored generations of
physicians who recall his superior teaching
skills and innovative surgical approaches.
Some of these doctors became leaders in their
field in the United States and the Middle East.
Dr. Sabri is survived by sons Philip, Jeffrey,
Andrew, Christopher, and Michael; daughters
Katherine and Elizabeth; and five
grandchildren. He mentored three nephews:
Rony, Roy, and Alain Sabri (BS ’88, MD ’92)
during their educational years in the United
States. 

(Editor’s thanks to nephew Alain and daughter-in-law
Lyndee for their contributions to this piece.)

Salma Mansur Jurdak (BS ’42), passed away
on March 20 in Washington, DC, at the age of
97. Born in Beirut, Salma was the fourth of
six children. She and her siblings—all AUB
graduates—grew up on the AUB campus
where their father was the eminent professor
of mathematics and astronomy Mansur

Hanna Jurdak (BA 1901, MA 1907).
After World War II, Salma moved to the
United States where she served as a secretary
at the recently opened Legation of Lebanon
in Washington, DC. There, she joined her
older sister Angela Jurdak Khoury (BA ’37,
MA ’38) who was serving as a diplomatic

george Khalil haddad 
(BA ’36, Md ’40) 

Joseph Aziz Sabri 
(BA ’41, Md ’46) 
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Said Mohammad Abuhamdeh (BBA ’55) was
born in Jerusalem, Palestine, and passed away
peacefully, surrounded by family, on January
15 at the age of 91 in McLean, Virginia.
Photography was his lifelong hobby. At his
graduation ceremony in 1955, the AUB
President jokingly told him he should have
received a degree in photography instead of
business administration. After working briefly
as Emile Bustani’s personal assistant at the
Contracting and Trading Company (CAT), Mr.
Abuhamdeh launched his career in
photography, and elevated the art of the

captured image into a credible profession in
Lebanon. Commissioned by top global
magazines, including National Geographic,
Time, and The Daily Telegraph (London), he
was also recognized for his documentary
films; photo essays of major events, world
leaders and artists; and work documenting
industrial projects throughout the Middle
East. In 1980, after the onset of the civil war,
Mr. Abuhamdeh moved with his family to
McLean, Virginia. He is survived by his wife
Nawal Beidas Abuhamdeh; three sons Rami,
Fadi, and Zahi; and six grandchildren.

Elias georges Abu-Saba (BEN ’56) passed
away on September 28, 2016, in Alameda,
California, at the age of 77. A polymath and
highly regarded engineer, professor, poet,
philosopher, and peace activist, Dr. Abu-Saba
won a fellowship to study at the Pacific School
of Religion in Berkeley while earning an MS
and PhD in engineering from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute. He worked as a
structural engineer and taught at King Saud

University, Bucknell University, and Bradley
University before settling down as a full
professor at North Carolina A&T State
University in 1975, where he taught for two
decades. Dr. Abu-Saba authored the textbook
The Design of Steel Structures, as well as
several volumes of poetry. He is survived by
his wife, Dr. Mary Bentley Abu-Saba;
daughter, Leila; son Khalil; and five
grandchildren.

vasken Najarian (BEN ’55) was born in
Kessab, Syria, on January 31, 1932, and passed
away on October 12, 2015, in La Habra,
California. At the age of six, he relocated with
his family to Lebanon where he attended the
Armenian Evangelical High School. Offered a
scholarship from the University of California,
Los Angeles, he earned a master’s degree and
joined Bechtel Power Corporation in Los
Angeles. After three years, he returned to
Lebanon where he met and married Meline
Deirmenjian. From 1960-67, Mr. Najarian was
the Middle East representative for ARMCO
Steel Corporation of Ohio. He then moved to
Los Angeles and rejoined Bechtel Power
Corporation, where he worked for 25 years as

a nuclear power plant engineer. Known for his
deep spirituality and generous support of
Armenia and the Armenian people, Najarian
was a highly valued member of the Western
Prelacy of the Armenian Church; the Forty
Martyrs Armenian Apostolic Church of Orange
County and Minassian School; Mashdots
College; and American-Armenian
International College, where he served on the
Board of Trustees. He is survived by his wife
Meline; his two brothers Vartkes (BA ’52, MD
’57) and Vrej; two sons Paul and Haig, both
MD graduates of University of Southern
California; a daughter Eileen; and five
grandchildren.

Said Mohammad
Abuhamdeh 

(BBA ’55) 

vasken Najarian 
(BEN ’55) 

Elias georges Abu-Saba 
(BEN ’56) 

representative of Lebanon to the United
States. Angela was the mother of current AUB
Board Chairman Philip S. Khoury.

In 1955, Salma was part of the Lebanese
delegation to the Bandung Conference in
Indonesia. She met Gamal Abdel Nasser,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Zhou Enlai, Kwame
Nkrumah, Marshall Tito and other founders of
the emerging non-aligned movement. She
spent the remainder of her career in Beirut as
the personal assistant and secretary to Emile

Bustani (BA ’29, MA ’32), the founder of the
Contracting & Trading Company, the leading
construction and contracting company in the
Middle East at the time. In the late 1980s
Salma made a permanent move to live with
her sister Angela in Washington, DC. Salma
survived her five siblings. She is survived by
nine nephews and nieces, who have been
guided by her example and fondly remember
her warmth and generosity. 

In Memoriam



John (Jack) Stanley dagilaitis (MA ’68) was
born on February 8, 1927, in Kansas City,
Missouri, and passed away on October 27,
2016, in Tualatin, Oregon. At the age of 17 he
joined the US Navy and served as a medic in
the Pacific during World War II. After the war,
Mr. Dagilaitis earned a BA at Trinity College,
Dublin, where he excelled in mathematics
and philosophy and became active in
Dublin’s theater scene. In the 1950s, he taught
remedial English and mathematics at the
University of Maryland. In 1963, Mr. Dagilaitis
seized an opportunity to work in the Middle
East and teach English as a Second Language
at the University of Aleppo in Syria. He

worked in Aleppo for one year before moving
to Beirut to head USAID’s American Language
Center (ALC), a position he held for the next
50 years. Teaching undergraduate level
humanities at AUB during the Lebanese Civil
War, Mr. Dagilaitis became a very active
member of the Beirut community, specifically
with Americans for Justice in the Middle East
(AJME) and with the AUB Drama club. He
directed and acted in several plays at AUB
over the years. In recent years, he was a
strong advocate for educating refugees in
Lebanon. He is survived by his daughter
Cassie Wait, son Blaise, and four
grandchildren.

Larry Anna Patten Afifi (DIPLM ’58, MA ’80)
was born on September 7, 1936, and passed
away on November 26, 2016. In addition to
her AUB degrees, she earned a bachelor’s
degree in social work from LAU and a
doctorate in education from the University of
Iowa. Dr. Afifi enjoyed a long, fruitful career
as a nurse, educator, and public health
advocate. Starting as a staff nurse at Aramco
Saudi Arabia, she returned to AUB’s School 
of Nursing and Faculty of Health Sciences to
teach, chair, and direct important public
health initiatives during one of the most
difficult periods in the history of Lebanon.
She moved to the United States in 1984, and
settled with her family in Iowa City. There,
she served as the executive director of the
Iowa City Hospice, taught in the University 
of Iowa’s College of Nursing, and served as
Director of Nursing at its Student Health

Clinic. Dr. Afifi was awarded a Certificate 
of Recognition from the Iowa House of
Representatives. She advanced health
education and health services throughout 
the Middle East in consultations with the
Ministries of Health in Lebanon, Jordan,
Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia; WHO; UNICEF;
Aid to International Development (AID);
AMIDEAST; The Ford Foundation; and
Catholic Relief Services. A member of several
professional associations, Afifi was elected 
to Sigma Theta Tau, the Nursing Honorary
Society. She is survived by her husband Adel
Afifi (BA ’51, MD ’57), a former AUB professor
of anatomy and neurology; daughter Rima,
Associate Dean and Professor, FHS; son
Walid, a professor at the University of
California, Santa Barbara; and five
granddaughters.
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Nadim Shamat (BEN ’69) was born in Jaffa,
Palestine, in 1945, and passed away in St.
Paul, Minnesota, on August 26, 2016. He
received a master’s degree and a doctorate in
engineering at the University of Minnesota. A
well-respected engineer throughout his
career, Dr. Shamat worked for the Los Angeles
County Sanitation District, the Minnesota
Metropolitan Council of Environmental

Services, ACE International, and Metcalf and
Eddy, International. He also taught civil
engineering courses at the University of
Minnesota. He is best remembered for his
intelligence, compassion, sense of humor,
and dedication to his work. Nadim lives on 
in the hearts of his wife of 32 years, Sylvia
Schwarz, and their two sons, Dylan and Hani.

Nabih Emile Najjar (BEN ’89) was born at
Bishmizzine, El Koura, Lebanon, on
September 1, 1965, and passed away at
AUBMC on February 11, 2016. He was a civil
engineer and project manager with a number
of major construction companies. His career
started when he joined Nasr Construction as a
site engineer on the building of the Al
Miramar beach resort in Tripoli. He later

moved to oil drilling projects in Nigeria and
structural design and project management of
hospitals in the Gulf. From 1994-98 Mr. Najjar
worked with HLW architectural engineering
firm as a senior civil engineer responsible for
the meticulous reconstruction and
modernization of College Hall. From 1999 to
2014 he was project manager for Almabani on
a number of major infrastructure projects in

Nadim Shamat
(BEN ’69)  

Nabih Emile Najjar
(BEN ’89)  

Larry Anna Patten Afifi
(dIPLM ’58, MA ’80)  
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Margot K. Baldwin, a longtime supporter of
AUB, passed away on December 7, 2016, in
New York City, where she was born in 1929. A
facile linguist, Mrs. Baldwin loved to travel
and enjoyed living abroad in Argentina, Paris,
Puerto Rico, and Lebanon in the 1950s and
early 1960s. While in Lebanon, she developed
a close friendship with Lebanese artist Aida
Marini. She married William Baldwin in 1963
and settled in New York, taking full advantage
of the city’s cultural riches and many
volunteer opportunities. From 1970-85, she
worked as an executive secretary at BMI

(Broadcast Music Incorporated). She
remained devoted to Beirut and AUB
throughout her life and recently gifted a
painting by Marini to the AUB Art Galleries.
Mrs. Baldwin will be remembered for her
intelligence, broad curiosity, and keen sense
of humor as well as for her passion and
compassion for the people of the Middle East.
She is survived by her brother Don; sons
Glenn and Mark; five grandchildren; eight
great-grandchildren; and two
great-great-grandchildren.

Saloua Raouda Choucair (former student,
DHL ’14), a pioneer of abstract art in the Arab
world, passed away on January 26 at the age
of 100. Born in Ain Mreisseh where she lived
most of her life, Dr. Choucair remained largely
unknown outside of a small circle of
cognoscenti until a 2013 solo exhibition at 
the Tate Modern in London that earned her
enormous public and critical acclaim.
Choucair worked in a multitude of media 
and art forms, but she is best known for her
sculptures, particularly the modular works
made of interlocking pieces that can be taken
apart and reordered. She attributed her
original theories of Islamic art and Arabic

abstraction to inspiration derived from
science and mathematics, Islamic religion,
design, and poetry, as well as to AUB
philosophy courses. She studied in the studios
of painters Moustafa Farroukh and Omar Onsi
in Lebanon and at the Atelier de l’Art Abstrait
in Paris. Her 1947 exhibition at the Arab
Cultural Gallery in Beirut is considered to
have been the Arab world's first in abstract
painting. A retrospective exhibition was
presented at the Beirut Exhibition Center in
2011. Dr. Choucair received an honorary
doctorate from AUB in 2014. She is survived 
by her daughter, artist Hala Schoukair.

howard Bliss Leavitt died peacefully on
October 15, 2016, at the age of 95, in Amherst,
Massachusetts. A graduate of Dartmouth
College, Dr. Leavitt was the son of Leslie
Westbrook Leavitt, a president of
International College, and the great-grandson
of AUB founder Daniel Bliss. He taught at AUB
as a professor of education from 1955-57 and,
with a doctorate in education from Columbia
University, pursued a career in academia,
teaching at Northern Illinois University,
Boston University, and the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst. In 1962, Dr. Leavitt
joined the US State Department’s Agency for
International Development where he spent
several years establishing US-sponsored
educational projects around the globe. He

then worked at the World Bank under the
leadership of Robert McNamara. Recognized
as an expert in international education,
Leavitt returned to academia to serve as
Coordinator of International Programs at
Pennsylvania State University. He authored or
edited several academic articles and books,
including First Encounters, Native Voices on
the Coming of the Europeans in 2010. An avid
outdoorsman throughout his life, Dr. Leavitt
became interested in creating art in his later
years; over a 20-year span, he produced
wonderful oil paintings. He is predeceased by
his wife Margaret and son Ken Leavitt, and
survived by his wife Joan Ibish; sons Hunt,
John, and Don; six grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.

Margot K. Baldwin 

howard Bliss Leavitt

Friends

Saudi Arabia, including the Dir’h Al-Jazira
military project, the new passenger terminal
building at King Abdul Aziz International
Airport in Jeddah, and Najran Domestic
Airport, as well as the Petrochemical City in
Rabigh for Kettaneh Construction. Najjar was
a member of the Order of Engineers, Tripoli,
Lebanon, and of the Saudi Council of

Engineers. A man of deep spirituality, he and
his wife enjoyed participating in the seasonal
activities on their land in El Koura and
renovating the family home in Bishmizzine.
He is survived by his mother Hala Sarkis; his
wife Najwa Achkar; his daughter Huda; and
his three AUB graduate sisters, Maha, Huda,
and Nahla.

In Memoriam
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Maroun Semaan (BEN ’77) was born in Deir
Deghaya, South Lebanon on December 30,
1955 and passed away in Boston,
Massachusetts on May 1. An influential
businessman, entrepreneur and
philanthropist, Mr. Semaan held project
management positions at Consolidated
Contractors International Co. related to oil
and gas pipelines, process facilities, and civil
works projects in Oman and Bahrain before
cofounding the highly successful oil and gas
company Petrofac International in 1991. He
led the company and its affiliates in senior
level positions, including Group COO and
Group President until his retirement in 2013,
when he joined the AUB Board of Trustees.  

Mr. Semaan had served in trustee positions
before at American University of Sharjah and
as a founding member of the Arab Forum for
Environment and Development, and he was
well versed in the mechanics of effecting
transformational change.  In 2011 he
established the Semaan Foundation as a
vehicle for his philanthropy and he set on a
course to create a new mission of innovation
and sustainability at what is now aptly named
the Maroun Semaan Faculty of Architecture
and Engineering at AUB. In a life dedicated to
broad scope change in education, health and
social welfare, and the development of
sustainable energies, Mr. Semaan never lost
enthusiasm for his vision of a brighter
tomorrow for the talented youth of the Middle
East. He spent his final years bravely battling
cancer while staying active in the energy,
telecommunications and real estate
industries, and making sure that the BOLDLY
AUB Campaign would fulfill its mission to
lead, innovate, and serve for the next 150
years. 

Maroun Semaan is survived
by his wife Tania, his three
daughters Nour, Tala and
Maya, and six siblings;
brothers George and
Semaan, and sisters
Mary, Nadia, Nasra, and
Saydeh. 

“Maroun was a genuinely
great and humble man,
whose work and whose
impact will resonate
through the ages. . . .  An
influential entrepreneur 
and incredibly successful
businessman, Maroun Semaan
was also a true civic leader and
engaged citizen. His inspired
philanthropy has touched innumerable 
lives. Mr. Semaan and the Semaan
Foundation, which he founded in 2011, have
provided much-needed support in the fields
of education, hospitalization, and social
welfare, focusing on the Middle East.”
President Fadlo R. Khuri

“The University today mourns the loss of its
student, alumnus, trustee, role model and
philanthropist Maroun Semaan. Maroun
believed deeply in the power of education and
its role in preparing the citizen leader. His
love for and service to AUB knew no bounds.
Fittingly, his legacy will endure through the
ages, as generations of engineers and
architects will graduate from the school that
he did, and which now most fittingly bears
his name.”
Chairman Philip S. Khoury

“I will miss Maroun as a business partner and
a very close friend and confidant, but mostly
as a great human being whom I was
privileged to interact with for decades.”
AUB Trustee Ayman Asfari
Cofounder, Petrofact International

“For believing that well-meaning people 
can change the world for the better, for
believing in the Faculty’s mission to bring
about a more viable, livable, and equitable
world, and for investing in our ability to carry
on this important work, we will be forever in
his debt.” 
Alan Shihadeh, Interim Dean, FEA 

[For more on Trustee Semaan’s philanthropy, please see
the BOLDLY AUB Campaign insert in this issue.]

A memorial tribute was held in Assembly Hall on December 12, 2016, for Clovis Maksoud (BA ’48). A
distinguished diplomat, journalist, public intellectual, lawyer, author, and professor, Dr. Maksoud
passed away on May 15th, 2016 in Washington, DC (In Memoriam, MainGate, Spring/Summer 2016). 
In poetry and prose, friends, family, and dignitaries gathered to celebrate a long life dedicated to Arab
nationalism, Palestinian rights, and better relations between the United States and the Arab world.
Upon acceptance of a Daniel Bliss Award in 1990, Dr. Maksoud encouraged others to take up the 
cause with words that still resonate today: “In this trying period and in the momentous whirlwind of
developments and of conflicting trends, we must all endeavor to bring forward the inner calm instilled
in us by the liberal education AUB provided. Our responsibility at this juncture is to embolden our will
to determine our national priorities, our conscience to guide our action, and our people to regain
control over their destiny.”

A Visionary Philanthropist

A memorial to remember



C o l l e C T i b l e S

STAMPS

To honor of AUB’s role and impact in
Lebanon and the region over 150 years,
a commemorative stamp designed by
the creative team in AUB’s Office of
Communications was issued by
LibanPost, in coordination with the
Ministry of Telecommunications. The
limited collection was postmarked with
the issue date December 3, 2016—
exactly 150 years after AUB’s founding
on December 3, 1866. The stamps and
first-day covers are available at
LibanPost offices.

This is the second stamp that the
Ministry of Telecommunications has
issued to honor AUB. A special set of
commemorative stamps was issued in
to honor AUB’s centennial in 1966.

CoINS

The Central Bank of Lebanon – 
Banque Du Liban (BDL) issued a limited
series of official, pure silver commemorative
coins to honor AUB’s 150th Anniversary.
One thousand sets of five distinctive coins
in three-dimensional shapes represent
iconic places on the AUB campus: Main
Gate (1 LL); College Hall (10   LL); Assembly
Hall (10 LL); Lee Observatory (10 LL); and
Green Field (5 LL). In addition, 1,000
individual coins of Main Gate (10 LL) 
and another 1,000 of College Hall (10 LL)
were issued. BDL retained half of the 
coins for its archives and for international
collectors, and AUB received the remaining
half. Bank Governor Riad Salameh (BS ’73)
commented that the coins honor AUB’s
special leadership role in academia and
medicine, community engagement and
social welfare, in Lebanon and the region
as a whole.

The commemorative coins are available
through AUB’s Office of Advancement. 
Net proceeds will support the 150th 
Endowed Scholarship Fund.

For coin inquiries and requests for
purchase, contact:
development@aub.edu.lb

See the coins and learn more about their
history, including the unique design and
intricate production process at:
150.aub.edu.lb/ coins/



Lead,
Innovate,

Serve.

Lead, Innovate, Serve: A Visual history of the
American University of Beirut’s First One Hundred
and Fifty Years (AUB Press, 2016) is a stunning
visual narrative of an institution with an
extraordinary story to tell. Historic photographs
and copies of original documents from the
archives of AUB’s Jafet Library provide a rich
assortment of maps, charters, letters, newspaper
articles, drawings, and ephemera from the
Ottoman Empire to national independence, the
Lebanese civil war and post-war rebirth. This
beautifully crafted book, edited by Ada H. Porter
and designed by alumnus Nour Kanafani, is a
moving testament to the University’s strength,
resilience, and endurance. 

Proceeds from sales of the book support the 150
for 150 Scholarship Fund.

To purchase a copy, visit AUB Press:
aub.edu.lb/aubpress/
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The Munib and Angela Masri Institute of Energy and
Natural Resources building, designed by Builders
Design Consultants, is expected to open in Fall 2018.

For more information, visit:
www.aub.edu.lb/facilities/fpdu/Pages/Munib-%26-
Angela-Masri-Building-Construction.aspx

Return Address

American University of Beirut
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza
8th Floor
New York, NY 10017-2303




