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How Far Wi l l You Go? 
A U B  A l u m n i  W o r l d w i d e

The Tokyo Olympic torch relay passes in front AUB’s Main Gate on Bliss Street in 1964.
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In 1904, SPC alumni in Egypt and Sudan presented the College with this life-size marble statue of President Daniel Bliss, carved in Italy, 
which was placed in the Library Reading Room of College Hall. In time the statue was moved to Nami Jafet Memorial Library, and in 2012 
the restored statue regained its place of honor at College Hall. Judging from the snapshots taken at Reunion weekend, the founder will be 

keeping a keen eye on university affairs for at least another 146 years.

Do you have a photo of yourself at a favorite place on campus? Send it to maingate@aub.edu.lb.
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How Far Wi l l  You Go?
AUB Alumni Worldwide
From Chile to China and everywhere 

in between, 34 alumni tell us the most 

important thing they learned at AUB 

and demonstrate just how far an AUB 

education can take you.

40
Support ing Our Future
Thanks to the support of alumni and friends, more 

than 3,000 (!) young men and women received 

financial assistance to study at AUB last year. We 

caught up with some of our alumni donors on campus 

to ask them what inspires them to give to AUB, 

and talked to students to find out what their AUB 

scholarship has meant to them. Thank you!

38
Lead ing Conversat ions
Since its founding as the Syrian Protestant College, 

this institution’s graduates have been leaders in every 

profession in countries across the globe. We recently 

spoke with former Prime Ministers Omar Karami 

(former student) and Salim El-Hoss (BA ’52, MA 

’57), to learn how they think AUB is poised to serve 

Lebanon and the region.



2 M a i n G a t e  S u m m e r  2 0 1 2 |  www.aub.edu.lb/maingate

P r e s i d e n t ' s  v i e w

As AUB celebrated beginnings and 

reflected on endings, MainGate spoke 

with the president on commencement, 

reunion, a new university art gallery, 

the Farouk K. Jabre Center for Arabic 

and Islamic Science and Philosophy, 

and the loss of AUB Trustee Emeritus 

Ghassan Tueni.

Commencement was organized 

somewhat differently this year.  

What were the changes–and what 

prompted them?  

We did do things differently this year, 

after extensive feedback and consulta-

tion with faculty, students, parents, 

and administrators.  There had been 

complaints in previous years related to 

how long the ceremony took, and the 

somewhat chaotic scene immediately 

afterward when students and families 

tried to find their way to the separate 

faculty venues along darkened roads 

and stairs on campus.  Safety was a 

concern as well, especially the safety 

of older attendees.

So, this year we had two cer-

emonies: one on Friday for gradu-

ate students and honorary degree 

candidates where 493 degrees were 

awarded, and a second on Saturday 

for undergraduates where we awarded 

1,558 degrees.  At both ceremonies, 

the deans handed out the degrees and 

I was able to shake the hand of each 

graduating student—something I had 

not been able to enjoy before when I 

had to choose which separate faculty 

ceremony to attend.  

By doing it this way, we were 

able to significantly shorten the gradu-

ation ceremony. It took less than 

three hours. Last year, some faculty 

graduation ceremonies did not finish 

until almost midnight. In addition, both 

parking and physical access to the 

Green Field was much improved.  We 

were able to place chairs closer to 

the main platform and for the Friday 

ceremony, we provided five tickets 

to each graduating student instead 

of three.

All in all, we believe the new 

set-up offered our newly minted alumni 

and their families a memory that will be 

both unforgettable and much shorter, 

which I think they appreciated.

Alumni Wadad Kadi (BA ’65, MA 

’69, PhD ’73), an Islamic studies 

and Arabic literature scholar, and 

Ashraf Ghani (BA ’73, MA ’77), a 

prominent politician in Afghanistan 

and former chancellor of Kabul 

University, were keynote speakers 

at commencement and reunion.  

They both have had outstanding 

careers guided by a strong moral 

compass. What do you think 

today’s AUB student can learn 

from their example?

These alumni are both excellent exam-

ples of how scholarship is tightly inter-

woven with significant contributions to 

society, regardless of the individual’s 

particular career path. Both are deeply 

committed to the moral development 

of the mind, which is so important in 

the modern world, and to the idea of 

the universality of humanistic studies, 

which focus on the commonalities that 

we all share. Their vision of society is 

deeply colored by the conviction, fos-

tered by their grounding in a liberal arts 

education at AUB, that how we relate 

to each other in our professional lives 

is more important than the profession 

we choose.

One of the other highlights on 

campus in late June was the 

President Dorman congratulated 79 new medical doctors at the 2012 commencement exercises.
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was founded at AUB by Professor 

Theodore Kennedy, it is especially 

fitting that the Farouk K. Jabre Center 

be established here.  

The provost developed the con-

ceptual basis for the center, which 

beautifully matched the vision and 

intent of Trustee Farouk Jabre. It will 

be a center where scholars from all 

faculties at AUB can come together to 

encourage interdisciplinary work on the 

extraordinary legacy of the Islamic world 

in the arts, social sciences, humanities, 

and medicine.  The Jabre Center will 

also foster outreach to promote a wider 

public awareness of the Islamic legacy 

and it will develop course modules that 

can be taught at AUB.

Although it was primarily a time of 

celebrations, AUB also mourned 

the loss of a good friend in June. 

What are your memories of 

alumnus and Trustee Emeritus 

Ghassan Tueni (BA ’45, DHL ’05)

I regret that I did not have the oppor-

tunity to get to know him well and so 

I have very few personal memories to 

share, but his far-reaching contribu-

tion to Lebanon, and to AUB, is 

legendary. I recently read the speech 

he made at AUB in 2005 when he 

was awarded an honorary doctorate.  

He spoke passionately and eloquently 

on that occasion of how “universities 

must not only teach but also convey 

culture” and how this is accomplished 

when teachers and students share 

the same “love for ideas, values, and 

everything that touches the essence 

of true knowledge.” Ghassan Tueni 

understood the importance of the 

“human dimension” of education that 

transcends formal instruction. 

He will be sorely missed.

special graduation ceremony for 

the Class of 1982 during reunion 

weekend.  In her moving keynote 

speech, Reem Acra (BBA ’82) 

credits her business degree as 

having been instrumental in her 

success in the fashion industry. 

Reem is a remarkable combination of 

business skills wedded to deep crea-

tive vision and accomplishment. (She 

clearly listened closely to her father, 

longtime FHS professor Aftim Acra 

[PHCH ’46], who told her that “fashion 

sense without business sense makes 

no cents.”)  She has influenced an 

entire industry. In this she is somewhat 

like her father who, as she informed 

me, developed a simple way of purify-

ing water by exposure to the sun that 

is still regarded as fundamental to 

underdeveloped societies where water 

purity is otherwise unavailable. She is 

fulfilling a great family legacy.

AUB also opened its new art 

gallery in June. The inaugural 

exhibit of 30 canvases by 

Lebanese artist Khalil Saleeby 

(1870–1928) has generated quite a 

bit of interest.

The new gallery has generated 

huge excitement and interest. I think 

there are three reasons for this: first, 

the revelation of modern Lebanese 

art to a public that is largely unaware 

of it, and art that includes not only 

Saleeby, but other artists who worked 

closely with him; second, the interest 

by other art collectors in Lebanon 

who have similar collections, but due 

to the lack of a national art museum 

have been stymied in how to care for 

these collections in perpetuity; and 

third, and perhaps most importantly 

for AUB, the fact that the gift from 

Dr. Samir Saleeby acknowledges the 

fundamental mission of the University 

as a steward of Lebanese culture 

and heritage, not only for the simple 

preservation of the paintings, but for 

their use in teaching, research, and 

public outreach.

AUB also announced the opening 

of the Farouk K. Jabre Center for 

Arabic and Islamic Science and 

Philosophy. What was the genesis 

of its establishment? What will 

the center offer students and 

researchers?

There have been other attempts—

heretofore unsuccessful—to establish 

similar centers elsewhere for the 

study of Islamic science and thought.  

This initiative was championed by 

Provost Ahmad Dallal who wrote his 

dissertation on the history of science, 

which remains one of his main areas 

of specialization. Because this field 
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One thing that I’ve learned since joining AUB is that no matter where you go, you’re likely to find an AUB graduate or 

someone whose mother/uncle/cousin/friend went to AUB.  The conversation usually ends on a familiar, genuine, slightly 

wistful note of “I love XX (insert AUB/Beirut/Lebanon).”  For example: I wasn’t on the beach (note cloudy day, deserted 

beach, far reaches of Long Island) for 10 minutes one recent Sunday before a woman came by to ask if we were Lebanese: 

the cedar trees on our beach towels tipped her off. Her parents were Lebanese, she was thinking about college, and so I 

turned away from the sandcastle I was helping to build to play recruiter. She hadn’t been to Beirut, but she clearly loved 

Lebanon and knew AUB. Wherever she ends up, I suspect she will find an AUB alumnus—or two.

This wonderful sense of community and respect for the University surfaced over and over again as we contacted 

alumni for this issue. While we know that we have more than 23,000 dedicated alumni in Lebanon, we thought we’d use 

this magazine to explore how far our alumni go in life, literally and figuratively. This was an opportunity to celebrate our 

impressive network of alumni worldwide that includes countless distinguished diplomats, healthcare providers, musicians, 

educators, and entrepreneurs.  

As alumni responded to us from Chile, California, China, Senegal, Sweden, and Qatar, I wasn’t surprised by their 

professional accomplishments (we expect nothing less) but I was truly impressed by their inspiring responses to a simple 

question: what was the most important thing you learned at AUB? Over and over again they voiced the value of com-

munity, friendship, diversity, tolerance, communication, and understanding. And a strong sense of pride. It’s no wonder 

that a Lebanese-American on the beach of Long Island would want to be a part of that.

Thanks to those readers who commented on the spring issue—“What Lebanon Wants”—whether you thought we were 

“cogent and spot-on” or “completely missed the mark.” No one would disagree that what Lebanon wants is regional stability, 

but I strongly believe that the work of the University, across all of its many disciplines, is contributing to the development of a 

healthy, educated, tolerant society that improves the lives of our students, our alumni, and the community at large.

Ada H. Porter

Editor, MainGate

MainGate Spring 2012, 
Vol. X, No. 3 Last Glance
Clyde Simpson, the observatory coor-

dinator at the Cleveland Museum of 

Natural History in Cleveland, Ohio, 

informs us that the museum has a near 

identical orrery on display which was

patented by William Wilson, London, 

England, 1918. He kindly forwarded 

us a PDF of the original 1917 patent 

application (see below). An important 

clue to the origin of our orrery in 

Marquand House…

Time Flies
Rania Dagher Batour wrote to ask if 

we could confirm that this photo is 

of her grandfather Mansour Dagher, 

who used to teach dabke at AUB. 

Anyone? Folk Dance Festival, AUB, May 1957

W. Wilson orrery patent application, filed 1917

Hidden treasures
AUB’s Jafet Archives is 
collecting items related to 
AUB history.  Do you have anything in 
your closet or in a box in the garage 
that you would be willing to donate—old 
photographs, commemorative plates, 
personal diaries, etc.?  If so, please email 
us at maingate@aub.edu.lb. We'd love to 
hear from you.
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of Today and Tomorrow: Farea Al-muslimi

Students
Supporting

Can you help support 
an AUB student? 
See what’s possible!

At AUB, more than 
3,000 students 
received financial aid 
in 2011–12. 
Can you help one more?

As one of 12 children growing up in 
rural Yemen, Farea Al-muslimi never 
dreamed he would attend AUB.  He went 
to school in the mornings, farmed in the 
afternoons, and remembers studying 

“under a tree for most of my school 
years.”  The turning point in his life 
was being chosen to participate in the 
US State Department MEPI Tomorrow’s 
Leaders  Scholarship Program.  “I love 
AUB.  It has been the best place to 
discover myself and what I want.  It is a 
very diverse dynamic place.  I have met 
so many amazing people and learned 
more from its environment than I have 
learned from my classes.  I can’t think of 
a better place.”  After he graduates in fall 
2012 with a BA in public administration, 
Al-muslimi is planning to return home 
to help “build the new Yemen.” 

Hear more:
www.aub.edu/development/
scholarship_initiative

To speak to someone about 
supporting financial aid, con-
tact us at giving(at)aub.edu.lb.
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Graphic design graduates add 

personalized Pantone to their com-

mencement exercises.

More than 2,050 students grad-

uated from AUB this year, including 

1,558 undergraduates, 493 gradu-

ate students, and 79 MDs. 
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University News

“The diplomas you are 
about to receive will do 

more than simply certify 
that you have completed 
a degree in the program 

of your choice. Behind 
each diploma lie the 
history and stature 

of one of the greatest 
international universities 

in the world… [and] the 
universal values that are 
nurtured on this campus: 

diversity, freedom of 
thought, inclusiveness, 

and sustainability. 
Behind each diploma lie 

historic generations of 
men and women who 

have left their significant 
mark in the world, and 

whose ranks you are 
about to join.”

—President Dorman, 
Commencement 2012

8



In June, AUB awarded honorary 

doctoral degrees to three 

individuals who made enduring 

contributions to academia 

and public service, Arabic and 

Islamic literature, business 

and philanthropy. The three 

recipients were: Wadad A. Kadi, 

a preeminent scholar of Islamic 

thought and civilization, Munib 

R. Masri, a leading international 

businessman and philanthropist; 

and Donna E. Shalala, a 

dedicated public servant and 

top academic administrator.

Congratulations to the 2012 Penrose Awardees 
Randa Samir Akel 

Major: Medicine (FM)

Next step: internship at AUBMC in internal medicine 

and then hopefully I will be accepted to the three-year 

dermatology program.

Karine Antoine Al Feghali

Major: Medicine (FM)

Best memory: Everything – the hospital, the team 

work, the friends I met here.

Muhamad Musbah Al Medawar

Major: Medical Laboratory Sciences (FHS)

Me in 2017: MD or PhD.

Yara Akram Hazouri

Major: Nursing (HSON)

Me in 2017: I will have finished my MA in pediatric 

care and be starting to grab opportunities. 

Rouba Bassam Dagher
Major: Landscape Design and Ecosystem Management, 
with a minor in psychology (FAFS).
Best memory: All of AUB – the diversity, the people I 
met, the whole experience.

Lara George Eid
Major: Business Administration, with a concentration 
in marketing (OSB)
Me in 2017: I will have finished my MA in journalism, 
communications, and marketing; and started my PhD 
and be working for a well established company.

Ian Mitchell Gibson
Major: English Literature (FAS)
Best memory: My first week at AUB was also my first 
week in Lebanon, filled with daylong trips throughout 
Beirut and the whole country. I met a lot of new friends, 
made many unforgettable memories, and began an 
incredible four-year journey.

Hussein Amine Kassem
Major: Civil and Environmental Engineering (FEA)

Next step: an accelerated PhD at AUB in civil 

engineering, structural and materials engineering.

Honorary Degrees                    
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 Elie Awwad
PhD Focus: Civil Engineering, 2012 
"When one works with sustainable materials, 
one must touch unbelievable/ unexpected/
almost impossible issues. People never 
expect to deal with such topics usually. 
This is why I did research to explore 
new things and prove their suitability.” 
[Awwad’s] topic covered the incorporation 
of industrial hemp fibers (legal plant to 
substitute [for] the sister illegal plant) in 
concrete materials. (CES CIVIL News, Issue 
10, Fall 2011)

 Mohammed Husseini 
PhD Focus: Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, 2012
Most significant professional achievement 
to date: authoring/coauthoring two book 
chapters, eight journal papers, and more than 
30 conference papers; also receiving media 
attention for designing an antenna in the 
shape of a cedar tree with other members 
of the AUB EM/RF Research Group; and 
being awarded the Kamal Shair PhD 
Fellowship. 
Ten years from now, I want to be a 
leading researcher in the area of antenna 
design and RF circuits and systems. 

 Wassim Itani
PhD Focus: Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, 2012
Most significant professional achievement 
to date: publishing more than 30 scientific 
articles in peer-reviewed journals, conference 
papers, and book chapters and being 
appointed to the faculty of Beirut Arab 
University.  

Congratulations to the Following PhD Recipients!

Amer Mohammad Elsouri
PhD Focus: Civil 
Engineering (Structural), 
2012
Most significant 
achievement to date: 
Being published in the 
ACI Structural Journal and 

presenting a paper at the COMPDYN2011 
international conference in Greece last year 
were important milestones in my career 
and have inspired me to work harder in the 
future.
Ten years from now, I would like to be a 
respected member of the FEA faculty at 
AUB—a place I love and admire—and a top 
structural consultant in Lebanon.

Walid Jawad Ghandour
PhD Focus: Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, 2012
Most significant professional 
achievement to date: 
Being published in ACM 
Transactions on Architecture 
and Code Optimization 

(TACO) and publishing and presenting an 
article in the International Conference on 
Parallel Architectures and Compilation 
Techniques (PACT) that was held in Vienna, 
Austria in 2010.
Ten years from now, I want to be a professor. 

Akram Ghantous
PhD Focus: Cell and 
Molecular Biology, 2012
Most significant 
professional achievement 
to date: Winning best 
poster/talk for my 
doctoral research at 

the LAAS International Science Meeting 
(2012), AUB Basic Biomedical Research 
Day (2011), and KAS-CRSL Research 
Conference (2010); also representing 
Lebanon in a prestigious international 
postdoctoral fellowship offered by the 
World Health Organization's cancer center, 
the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC).
Ten years from now, I dream of having 
reached the goals that will probably take 
me 50 years to achieve.  

Khaleel Wafiq Mershad
PhD Focus: Computer 
and Communications 
Engineering, 2012
Most significant 
professional 
achievement to date: 
publishing eight papers 

in prestigious engineering journals including 
three papers in IEEE Transactions on Mobile 
Computing.
Ten years from now, I want to be on the path 
to becoming a full professor at a top ranked 
university.

Ten years from now, I want to be a 
prominent research professor recognized 
for my influential contribution in advancing 
science and serving humanity. 

 George E. Sakr
PhD Focus: Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, 2012
Most significant professional achievement 
to date: working with Professor Imad el Hajj 
on a project to predict forest fires throughout 
Lebanon 24 hours in advance.  
Ten years from now, I want to be a father of 
four children, a full professor, and spending 
my summer vacation in a very quiet and 
faraway place.

Elias Yaacoub 
(PhD 2010)
I'm working at QUWIC 
(QU Wireless Innovations 
Center), an R&D center 
established by Qatar 
University in collaboration 
with the Qatar Science 

and Technology Park and am involved 
in several research projects at the 
moment. Although some are related 
to my PhD research on cellular 
network planning and radio resource 
management, I am also working in some 
areas that are completely new to me 
involving sensor networks for monitoring 
air pollution in Doha.

Lilian Malaeb 
(PhD 2011)
Since earning my PhD in 
civil and environmental 
engineering from AUB 
in June 2011, I have 
been a researcher at 
the Water Desalination 

and Reuse Center at King Abdullah 
University of Science and Technology 
(KAUST) in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.  It has 
been a great experience. I'm involved 
in a number of research projects at 
the moment that are directly related to 
my interest in water and environmental 
engineering. 

Where are they now?
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Kamal Salibi – A Mentor 
through History 
His disciples are a testimony to his 

influence in academia just as his legacy 

is a testimony to the academic environ-

ment that AUB cultivated.  Kamal Salibi 

was celebrated and remembered in a 

memorial ceremony on 

campus and in a two-

day conference that the 

Department of History 

and Archaeology and 

the Center for Arab 

and Middle Eastern 

Studies (CAMES) in 

coordination with the 

Office of the Provost 

organized in early 

May. Academics from 

around the world presented scholarly 

contributions in multiple areas—his-

tory of Lebanon, the region’s history, 

and biblical scholarship—that will be 

Seen and Heard 

Our "Top 10" list became 10+1 when we found 11 AUB alumnae on the 
ArabianBusiness.com 100 most powerful Arab Women list for 2012.

published in a volume in his memory. 

These scholars were people who 

enjoyed a very special relationship with 

Professor Kamal Salibi—his students, 

colleagues, and friends.

A broad and extended academic 

family came to celebrate Salibi’s 

lifetime achievements: 

Prince El Hassan bin 

Talal of Jordan, Prime 

Ministers Fouad Siniora 

of Lebanon and Tahir 

Kanaan of Jordan, 

and distinguished 

guests such as heads 

of research institu-

tions—Eugene Rogan 

from Oxford University; 

Michael Provence from 

the University of California, San Diego; 

and Engin Akarli from Brown University. 

To grasp the magnitude of 

Professor Salibi’s contributions to 

modern history and academia, one 

only has to look at his publications—

but to appreciate the impact of such 

scholastic excellence and professional 

academic inquiry is a bigger task.  

Salibi was a historian, an academic 

inquisitor who emerged from AUB, 

produced some of his best works 

while working on its campus, and 

even, in the words of one of his 

students, AUB Provost Ahmad Dallal, 

“insisted on staying during the civil 

war to continue to mentor students 

and look after them. Kamal Salibi 

played a major role in keeping AUB 

on the map.”

Throughout its history, AUB was 

known to provide a margin of free-

dom which was lacking elsewhere in 

the region. This freedom is essential 

for the production of knowledge and 

scholarship. Provost Dallal added, 

“AUB was in addition a place for 

1. Lubna Olayan  (former student '73-'74), CEO, Olayan Financing Company (#3)

2. Christine Sfeir (BS '94), CEO, Treats Holding (#15)

3. Zaha Hadid (former student '68-'69), Architect (#22)

4. Sahar Al Sallab (BBA '73), Chairwoman, HitekNOFAL (#29)

5. Mona Al Munajjed (BA '80), Sociologist and Activist (#37)

6. Sabah Khalil Al Moayyed (BBA '74), General Manager and Board Member, Eskan Bank (#42)

7. Hala Jaber (BA '92), Author and Journalist (#77)

8. Mona Bawarshi (BBA '70, MBA '77), President and CEO, Gezairi Transport (#81)

9. Haifa Kaylani (BBA '66, MA '71), Founder, Arab International Women's Forum (#87)

10. Mona Abou Hamza (BA '90), Talk Show Host, MTV (#96)

11. Mayada Baydas (BS '85, MS '87), Executive Director, Emkan (#99)
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FEA

Start Your Engines
AUB's mechanical engineers are tak-

ing their talents to Malaysia. They're 

participating for the first time in the Shell 

Eco-marathon Asia in which university 

students compete to build the most fuel 

efficient cars in the world. 

The team created a car that boasts 

an innovation for the contest in Asia: 

an onboard computer with a program 

that manages a car’s fuel efficiency. 

The program is based on an algo-

rithm that determines the weight of 

the car and the dimensions of the road 

and then tells the engine exactly how 

much torque is needed. The amount 

of torque used to accelerate is directly 

related to fuel consumption, so the 

program ensures that the car doesn't 

consume more fuel than it needs. 

"You can't even find a computer like 

this in new cars," said Kamal Hamadeh, 

team leader and mechanical engi-

neering senior. "Because we learned 

mechatronics, our skills in programming 

are sometimes as good as [those of] 

computer engineering students."

Their automobile also goes beyond 

the competition's already strict 

requirements for safety. In addition 

to including the required five-point 

seat belt, they've also built a soft 

shell that absorbs shock, designed a 

rigid interior that protects the driver, 

and installed a fire extinguisher that 

automatically sprays the engine dur-

ing a fire. Additionally, they added a 

communication device that alerts the 

pit crew and sets off an alarm to warn 

other drivers during an emergency. 

the cross breeding of ideas, a place 

through which many scholars passed. 

Lebanon and AUB provided spaces 

where faculty as well as students 

could exchange ideas and where 

ideas flourished. AUB has been a 

major contributor to the region, a 

place from which many important pio-

neering social, cultural, and political 

movements emerged and developed.”

“Kamal Salibi belongs to a gen-

eration of major figures and leading 

historians that AUB produced.  It is 

our hope that we can preserve the 

legacy of Kamal Salibi, and continue 

to position AUB as a regional beacon 

of cultural and intellectual excellence, 

and a center for the production and 

exchange of knowledge of the region 

and for the region.”

—S.J.S. 

Competitive Practice
A record number of students took 

part in the 2012 IBDAA Awards, the 

annual competition organized by 

AUB’s Nature Conservation Center 

for Sustainable Futures in recogni-

tion of UN International Biodiversity 

Day on May 22. Their projects, which 

explored biodiversity and natural 

habitats, included demonstrations, 

models, posters featuring novel natural 

products for personal and home use, 

marketing campaigns, creative writing, 

audio-visual presentations, and stud-

ies describing biodiversity and habitat. 

Six juries, drawn from AUB and out-

side, awarded $1,000 in prize money 

donated by the Jammal Trust Bank to 

winners in each category. 

IBDAA coordinator Mohammad 

Abiad from the Department of 

Nutrition and Food Sciences believes 

that IBDAA provides “an opportunity 

for students. . .to work as a team, 

exchange ideas, and develop new, 

well-designed, and innovative prod-

ucts. The themes of sustainability 

and biodiversity help inspire creativity 

and environmental awareness.”  He 

also points out that since IBDAA’s 

inception, a number of natural, eco-

friendly products created by stu-

dent participants have been further 

researched and developed for sale 

under the SAGE label (formerly the 

Ibsar Boutique).

Makram Bou Nassar and Hala 

Chahine, professors in the Agribusiness 

Department, say that “the IBDAA 

competition has great value-added for 

our agribusiness students. Final-year 

students who participated in this year’s 

IBDAA prepared business plans for 

agribusiness and agricultural projects 

where they applied various concepts 

and principles in management, finance, 

marketing, economic theory, and 

accounting. It gave them the oppor-

tunity to practice team work, improve 

their communication skills, and explore 

their creative abilities."

—M.A.

From the Faculties

Students' eco-friendly products at the 2012 
IBDAA Awards
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Despite completing construction of 

the car in time for the competition, 

the students still wish they could have 

worked on it some more. They didn't 

have enough time to assemble an 

engine or modify the ready-made one 

they purchased. They also couldn't 

include the aerodynamic shell they 

started constructing. Fortunately, stu-

dents next year will be able to build on 

their success.

"This is engineering: when you fin-

ish a project you will always say you 

want to fix something," said Ghassan 

Dib, lab manager for the Mechanical 
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AUB's bid for the most fuel efficient car in the world

Engineering Department and one of 

the team's advisors. "Fortunately it's 

easier to improve on a car than it is to 

destroy it and start over."

—A.B.

FHS

Spoiled Rotten
A recent scandal involving spoiled 

meat that was served at some of 

Beirut's finest restaurants and sold at 

some of its largest supermarkets has 

created a sense of urgency about the 

need in Lebanon for a long awaited 

USAID’s University 
Scholarship Program
Fifty graduating students from Lebanese 

public schools will be joining AUB in 

September 2012 thanks to a $6.7 

million grant from the US Agency 

for International Development that 

provides full tuition, housing, books, 

laptops, and stipends. The University 

Scholarship Program gives academically 

qualified young students coming 

from disadvantaged socio-economic 

backgrounds access to quality 

higher education, thereby promoting 

democratic and economic development 

in Lebanon.  

FAS Associate Dean Malek Tabbal, 

program director, says that Mercy 

Corps International (MCI) will assist 

AUB in recruiting students and will also 

be engaging them in social and civic 

activities that benefit their communities. 

An important program goal is to ensure 

that the 50 participating students 

include an equal number of men and 

women from all of Lebanon’s 26 rural 

and urban areas. AUB faculty members 

from the University Preparatory Program 

and its director Samar Harkouss-Rihan 

will advise and academically monitor 

the scholarship students to ensure that 

they receive the assistance they need to 

excel at AUB. 

M a i n G a t e  S u m m e r  2 0 1 2 13 www.aub.edu.lb/maingate |



Visitors to the Archaeological Museum at AUB might pause at 

the Palmyra Collection to consider ‘Aha, posed in a quiet corner 

with over 20 other portrait busts, gazing ahead into eternity. 

The red inscription in Palmyrene tells the names of her father 

and grandfather. This bust, carved of the native limestone of 

Palmayra, Syria and most probably originally painted, is her grave 

marker. Hers, along with the other statues, comprise the grave 

markers of a hypogea, or rock hewn underground tomb.  Such 

tombs were common in the Palmyra area during the second 

and third century AD. These statues, ranged in rows, one above 

the other on four sides of an alcove, are part of the Hypoeum of 

Larhal, a mortuary group of remarkable craftsmanship that was 

moved to a museum in Damascus.

‘Aha holds no amulet, no palm, laurel, or olive branch to 

indicate immortality, nor scroll showing the deed to the tomb, as 

some of her companions do.  It’s clear from her elaborate jewelry 

and head dress that she possessed wealth, but she leaves us no 

further message other than her arresting expression.
—K.D.

Opened in 1902, the Archaeological Museum is 
the third oldest museum in the Near East.

food safety law. Although the law was 

written seven years ago, it has yet to 

be passed by the Lebanese govern-

ment (For more on food safety, see 

MainGate, spring 2012, page 37). 

Faculty of Health Sciences 

Professors May Jurdi and Rabih 

Kamleh have been lobbying govern-

ment officials to pass the law for years, 

but to no avail. That’s why they were 

surprised when they recently received 

a phone call: Lebanese President 

Michel Suleiman wanted to see them. 

"We want to protect the consumer 

from what's produced in Lebanon and 

what's being imported," Jurdi says. 

"We know there's smuggling of toxic 

pesticides from neighboring countries 

where they are cheaper. This has to 

stop." 

The two professors, who briefed the 

president on the law in May, reported 

that he is recommending that the 

cabinet discuss the law.  It has actu-

ally been under discussion since 2002 

when a team of scientists including 

Jurdi began working on it. After three 

years they submitted a law to create an 

independent commission to oversee 

the country's food supply. The cabinet 

approved it the following year and sent 

it to parliament. It never got any further. 

Now the prime minister has suggested 

that a committee review the draft law 

all over again. Kamleh and Jurdi are 

lobbying for the law to remain as it is. 

"It's based on modern scientific 

evidence, so we don't want to have this 

law modified to suit what the ministers 

want to do," Jurdi says. "We want to 

have a comprehensive approach to 

guarantee food safety in the country."

The proposed law would change 

the entire food system of Lebanon, 

stopping just short of a food revolution. 

But, if you knew the horrendous state 

of food in the country, you might think 

that a revolution is needed. Studies 

are finding that at every step of the 

food chain, or from "farm-to-fork," seri-

ous contamination and safety risks 

On View AUB Archaeological Museum

Tel: + 961 1 340549 museum@aub.edu.lb

Summer hours: Monday-Friday 10 am to 4 pm
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and the Neighborhood Initiative, the 

academics secured sufficient funds 

to launch field expeditions to collect 

native plant seeds. They selected some 

25 species along the rocky shores and 

sand dunes from Tripoli to Tyre. Ten 

have proven to be suitable for roof top 

planting. These low-growing plants do 

well in shallow soil depths of 10-15 cm, 

the lightest possible load on a roof. 

They are seasonal, turning green in the 

rainy season and going dormant in the 

hot summer. So far they are thriving on 

a roof overlooking campus.

For the green walls, locally made 

plastic vegetable containers proved 

ideal. Anyone in the vicinity of AUB’s 

green houses will find walls covered 

by these units hosting a range of 

plants from cherry tomatoes to 

pansies, indoor ornamentals to wild 

are occurring. Jurdi's research has 

shown that dangerous microorganisms 

and heavy metals contaminate crops 

irrigated by the Litani River. Samples 

taken by Kamleh throughout the 

country have found bacteria including 

salmonella, listeria, and E. coli above 

internationally accepted levels. 

“Things have to change because 

there's no food safety in the country,” 

Jurdi says. 

The current food safety law dates 

to 1970, while some provisions of it 

are from 1965. Only three laboratories 

are certified by the government to 

conduct food safety testing. According 

to Kamleh and Jurdi, food industry 

professionals have signed off on the 

law which, if passed, would improve 

their chances of exporting food to the 

international market. 

“If you don't have a food safety 

law that meets international standards 

your local products cannot access 

outside markets,” Jurdi says. “You can 

import but not export. Our products 

are being rejected because of the 

issue of quality.”

—A.B.

FAFS

Turning Green 
For Beirutis who feel themselves sub-

merged under a sea of concrete and 

look longingly towards AUB’s verdant 

campus, a rescue mission is under way. 

Two years after launching a research 

project for green roofs and walls, Salma 

Talkouk and Monika Fabian from the 

Department of Landscape Design and 

Ecosystem Management are beginning 

to see real potential for greening the 

city. Working with the Center for Civic 

Engagement and Community Service 

herbs.  They are collecting data to 

identify the best candidates for future 

city green walls. Within a year, fac-

ulty and students hope to disseminate 

this know-how and work closely with 

communities to bring nature back to 

the urban skyline.

—M.A.

FAS/OSB

Google + AUB
Internet usage in Lebanon has more 

than quadrupled since 2000 when a 

mere 300,000 people regularly logged 

on. Today, an estimated 1.5 million 

technophiles—nearly one-third of the 

Lebanese population–are on-line.

Eager to take advantage of this 

fast transformation in the computing 

landscape, Google has teamed up 

with AUB to make its first investment 

Within a year, these plants may become green walls and roofs around our neighborhoods
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University Libraries
It was almost 150 years ago that the first 

graduates of AUB–then the Syrian Protestant 

College–began a tradition that is still 

celebrated annually in Beirut. The diplomas 

of those first graduates are a reminder to 

today’s graduates that their diplomas are 

also historical documents that symbolize 

their enduring link to AUB. The Archives and 

Special Collections at Jafet Library has in 

its collection  seven of the diplomas that 

were awarded between 1870 and 1878 

including two of the diplomas awarded 

to the first five graduates in 1870. It 

is unclear how most of these diplomas 

ended up at AUB, but in a few cases 

family members discovered the diplomas 

and gave them to the University. Such 

was the case with Naoum Mughabghab, 

who was in the first graduating class, and 

1873 medical school graduate Dr. Salim 

Atiyyeh, whose grandson Jamil returned 

the diploma in 1991 to honor a man who 

spent much of his life providing the poor 

with care and medicine for free. 

—A.B.

Seven Early Degrees of AUB, 1870—1878:
·  Ibrahim Jirjus Khayrallah, 1870
·  Naoum Khalil Mughabghab, 1870
·  Abdennour Abdallah, 1871
·  Yusuf Hajjar, 1871

·  As’ad Waked Khayrallah, 1871
·  Salim Atiyyeh, 1873
·  Jirjus Nassar, 1878

in Lebanon.  In coordination with 

Professors George Turkiyyah, chair of 

the Department of Computer Science, 

and Tony Feghali, codirector of the 

Samih Darwazah Center for Innovation 

Management and Entrepreneurship, 

Google organized a Google Tech 

Workshop to introduce students and 

young professional developers to some 

of the latest tools and infrastructure to 

support the development of advanced 

applications.  Twelve “googlers” and 

450 participants (students, indus-

try professionals, and developers) 

attended the half-day workshop on 

March 28, 2012. They could choose 

between two simultaneous tracks: one 

targeting computer science students 

with technical and programming back-

grounds and a second that was geared 

more toward business students with 

marketing and web advertising inter-

ests. A number of technologies were 

presented, including Google+ API, the 

YouTube API, App Engine, Google 

Web Toolkit, web security best prac-

tices, as well as AdWords, AdSense, 

and Google Apps for targeted advertis-

ing. There was general agreement on 

the important role that technology can 

play in empowering small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) in Lebanon that are 

interested in establishing an on-line 

business.

“We were pleased by the good 

turnout. The attendees exhibited a 

great level of engagement and appre-

ciation for Google products and 

technologies,” said Google’s business 

development manager for the Middle 

East and North Africa, William Kanaan. 

“I would like to thank AUB for hosting 

the event. We are looking forward to 

hosting more events in Lebanon and 

the region.” Second-year computer 

engineering student Marc Sfeir said 

that “the presentation on AdWords was 

what I needed for a marketing course, 

and I learned a lot about AdSense that 

I might use in my future career when I 

open a business.” As a follow-up to this 

workshop, Google provided funding to 

the Department of Computer Science 

for workshops promoting computer 
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science and computational thinking in 

high schools in Lebanon. 

According to Turkiyyah, “AUB is 

the hub of a lot of technical leadership 

in the area. We have very talented 

people who have great ideas. They 

have come from competitive educa-

tional backgrounds and have a general 

openness to innovation; with the arrival 

of high technology, there is a lot they 

can achieve.” Some of the “talented 

people” at AUB today are the mem-

bers of a team from the Department of 

Computer Science who won the local 

Microsoft Imagine Cup competition 

for the second time in a row. The 

winning team, named CAKE, won first 

place with its video game “Turn on the 

Light" that raises awareness of renew-

able energy and represented Lebanon 

in the Microsoft Imagine Cup 2012 

Worldwide finals in Sydney, Australia 

on July 6-10, 2012.

—S.J.S.

FM/AUBMC

Hands up for Hygiene
Twenty-five world-renowned experts 

from the United States and Europe 

traveled to Beirut in May 2012 to 

attend the 45th Middle East Medical 

Assembly (MEMA). Notable amongst 

them was Nobel Laureate Dr. Peter 

Agre, professor of biological chemis-

try, professor of medicine, and direc-

tor of the Malaria Research Institute at 

the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 

of Public Health, who shared the 

2003 Nobel Prize in Chemistry with 

Roderick MacKinnon.

Agre gave the keynote address 

entitled “My Life in Science” and also 

the Naji Sahyoun Memorial Lecture 

entitled “Aquaporin Water Channels–

from Atomic Structure to Malaria.” 

In his keynote speech, he traced 

his own scientific development that 

began in a small Minnesota farming 

community and drew on his personal 

history to examine the role of science 

in the public sphere, highlighting the 

importance of science education.

On the occasion of MEMA, 

AUBMC spearheaded efforts to urge 

Lebanon to sign the Hand Hygiene 

Pledge as part of the World Health 

Organization (WHO) “Clean Care is 

Safer Care” campaign. “Hand hygiene 

has consistently been found to be the 

most important step in preventing the 

transmission of infections to suscep-

tible patients,” said Dr. Souha Kanj, 

director of the Division of Infectious 

Diseases, chairperson of the Infection 

Control and Prevention Program at 

AUBMC, and 45th MEMA chairper-

son. Dr. Didier Pittet, representing 

the WHO, and Dr. Walid Ammar, 

representing the Ministry of Health of 

Lebanon, signed the Hand Hygiene 

Pledge.

Other topics that were covered 

during MEMA included vascular 

medicine and surgery, emergency 

and pulmonary medicine, endocrinol-

ogy, orthopedics, and neuroscience. 

Workshop participants discussed 

domestic violence, robotic urology 

surgery, anesthesiology on periph-

eral nerve blocks, and women’s health 

and screening in Lebanon. There was 

also a student workshop on money 

and medicine.

—M.A.

Help in Sight
If you are over 45 and you find yourself 

squinting or reaching for your spec-

tacles while reading this, you probably 

have presbyopia, an aging condition 

of the eyes that impairs our ability to 
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Internet usage has nearly quadrupled 
since 2000, with more than one-third 
of the population on-line.

Internet Penetration Rates in Lebanon

Enhanced Support
Thanks to Rotary clubs in Lebanon, 

Australia, and the United States along 

with support from the Rotary Foundation, 

AUBMC now boasts a state-of-the-art 

phototherapy machine that enables the 

Department of Dermatology to offer 

enhanced services to patients suffering 

from a wide range of skin diseases. 

During the dedication ceremony, Habib 

Saba, president of the Rotary Club of 

Beirut Cosmopolitan (RCBC), spoke on 

behalf of all participating clubs saying 

that the gift was “another milestone 

in the long and fruitful relationship 

between AUBMC and RCBC.” In his 

remarks Deputy VP/Dean of the Faculty 

of Medicine Dr. Ziyad Ghazzal praised 

Rotary as a long-term supporter of 

AUBMC.
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autofocus as the muscles and the lens 

become less flexible.  Once annoy-

ingly inevitable there is now a solution 

for presbyopia and, if you are living in 

Lebanon, AUBMC’s Dr. Shady Awwad 

is the man to see.  

A cornea and refraction specialist, 

Awwad performed the Middle East’s 

first ever Kamra Inlay, a new technique 

that mitigates against presbyopia by 

inserting a small tissue implant, 20 

times thinner than paper, into the 

cornea. This tiny 3.8 mm false pupil 

has a 1.6 mm hole in the middle that 

fits exactly over the natural pupil.  

Punctured with over 8,400 laser 

drilled, unevenly distributed holes 

to minimize scattering, it limits the 

amount of light entering the eye, thus 

increasing the depth of focus, much in 

the same way as squinting.  

Only the non-dominant eye is 

treated, Awwad explains, as it is sci-

entifically proven that it balances out 

with the dominant eye.  “Life has 

changed from a time when far vision 

was cherished, now we need near 

vision on the go,” he says.  “We use 

it all the time with our phones and 

computers and it is frustrating to 

have to keep switching to spectacles. 

The beauty of the Kamra Inlay is that 

the eyes easily adjust to its presence 

and in the rare case that someone 

is not happy with it, it is completely 

reversible.” 

—M.A.

Arterial Approach
How do you get five deans and 60 

faculty members from five faculties to 

sit around a table for a day? You ask 

Kamal Badr, associate dean for medi-

cal education and director, Vascular 

Medicine Program (VMP) at AUBMC.  

He is the one who pulled it off during the 

VMP Research Retreat on February 11, 

2012. The workshop brought together 

the deans of agricultural sciences, arts 

and sciences, engineering and archi-

tecture, health sciences, and medicine, 

along with participants from the Rafic 

Hariri School of Nursing, AUBMC, and 

across the faculties. The VMP, a rare 

cross disciplinary AUB project involving 

five faculties, will tackle vascular disease 

with an array of clinical and research 

initiatives.

Many fatal illnesses fall under the 

heading of vascular disease, which is a 

major global health problem today.  They 

include high blood pressure (hyperten-

sion), coronary artery disease, stroke, 

dementia, peripheral arterial diseases, 

venothrombotic disorders, and compli-

cations related to pregnancy.  Although 

all share a common biology, each is dif-

ferent in the way it progresses towards 

atherosclerosis or high blood pressure 

that affects vessels in the heart, brain, 

kidney, and legs and causes many 

problems during aging.  

Salt is a leading culprit in vascular 

disease along with other dietary and 

lifestyle habits and genetics.  According 

to Badr, “We in the Middle East have a 

high incidence of hypertension and 

alarming rates of diabetes due to the 

sedentary lifestyle and dietary chal-

lenges imposed on people living in 

the region, one of the results of the 

The ribbon cutting ceremony outside of the Issam Fares Hall at AUBMC marked the official opening of the 45th MEMA, held in joint sponsorship with the Cleveland Clinic
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petroleum fueled “oil curse.” Salt intake 

is totally unexplored in terms of its 

contribution [to vascular disease in the 

Arab world]. We clearly consume a 

high salt diet and we have made very 

little effort to examine its contribution 

to vascular disease in our population.” 

Another regionally significant factor, 

according to Badr, is the inhalation 

of toxic substances: cigarettes and 

argile, and other pollutants that are all 

key initiators of vascular injury. AUB’s 

research initiatives into pollutants 

include those of the Tobacco Control 

Research Group and Chemistry 

Department studies on air pollution.  

Recently, the VMP launched the Salt 

Optimization Working Group.

A long-term objective of the VMP 

is the creation of a clinical center for 

vascular health at AUB linked to the 

heart and vascular health center of 

excellence being developed as part 

of the AUBMC 2020 vision. Over the 

next two years foundations will be laid 

and mechanisms developed to foster 

academic, administrative, and clinical 

cooperation based on nine objectives 

including clinical screening and evalua-

tion; evidence based treatment guide-

lines; systems for tracking and evaluat-

ing patient and physician compliance 

in prevention and treatment; upgrading 

IT and diagnostic/therapeutic tech-

nologies; and research and education 

programs in disease diagnosis from 

in-utero to old age among profes-

sionals and the public alike. Within 

AUBMC, all data for patients with 

vascular disease will be entered into a 

VMP database to streamline treatment 

and compliance and provide a valu-

able resource for developing research 

questions based on data specific to 

our AUBMC patients. 

—M.A.

HSON

Growing Old Gracefully
A few years ago faculty at the Rafic 

Hariri School of Nursing (HSON) 

decided to put the nursing school at 

the forefront of geriatric care, which is 

an area sorely in need of attention in 

Lebanon and the region.

"There are not enough nursing 

homes or gerontologists in Lebanon," 

says Huda Abu-Saad Huijer, HSON 

director. "More importantly, you don't 

find professional nursing services."

While many Lebanese willingly care 

for their parents into old age, the 

realities of modern living are forcing 

changes. As more women are joining 

the workforce they have less time for 

older parents. The shift from extended 

to nuclear families means that more 

older parents will be living alone or 

moving to care facilities. 

Huijer, along with Assistant 

Professors Marina Adra and Hala 

Darwish, have recently written a paper 

that addresses many of the challenges 

of elder care in Lebanon. Their recom-

mendations, which will soon be pub-

lished, are based on statistical research 

that shows the need to improve health 

care for older adults. 

According to a study in 2004, the 

number of older adults will increase 

from 7.5 percent of the Lebanese 

population in 1995 to an estimated 

Outdoors 2012
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10.2 percent by 2025. The 36 nursing 

homes for older adults in Lebanon 

today are not enough to meet current 

demand. In addition, only three of the 

current facilities have sufficient services 

and trained staff members.

"Few nursing homes are equipped 

with a multidisciplinary team that can 

provide comprehensive care to older 

adults," says Darwish, who is research-

ing the relationship between cognitive 

performance and Vitamin D levels in 

older adults.

Older adults usually suffer from one 

or two chronic diseases and deal with 

complicated health problems. They fre-

quently see different health and service 

providers such as doctors, physical 

therapists, and social workers. Nurses 

are the ones who typically provide the 

link between the various caregivers, 

so they need to have a broad range 

of knowledge to manage the overall 

health of their patients. Older adults 

also frequently take several different 

medications which, when unmoni-

tored, can cause complications or 

"poly-pharmacy problems." 

"It is important that nurses graduate 

with the knowledge and clinical skills to 

take care of these older people," says 

Adra, who just successfully defended 

her PhD thesis at the University of 

Manchester that examines the quality 

of life for older people living in nursing 

homes in Lebanon.

In addition to integrating geriatric 

care into every single course in its cur-

riculum, the HSON Summer Nursing 

Institute is offering a dedicated class on 

gerontology this year as part of its inter-

professional program with the Faculties 

of Health Sciences and Medicine. 

For Adra, providing care for older 

adults is best summed up by David 

Miliband: "Senior citizens are not a prob-

lem but a joy, and improving their quality 

of life is a genuinely noble purpose."

—A.B.

Dr. Samia Khoury, director of the 

Abu Haidar Neuroscience Institute 

and professor of neurology, has 

become the first woman scientist to 

be awarded the Excellence in Science 

Award by the Lebanese Association 

for the Advancement of Science 

(LAAS). The award, announced at the 

18th International Science meeting 

on March 22, 2012 at Notre Dame 

University—Louaize, recognizes Dr. 

Khoury’s innovative research, her 

breakthroughs and contributions to 

science, and her success in becom-

ing a leader and expert in her field. 

Dr. Khoury serves as a powerful role 

model for colleagues and for the next 

generation of women scientists at 

AUB and in Lebanon.

—M.A.

Faculty News

Reviews

Abu Hatim al-Razi: The Proofs of Prophecy 

[Brigham Young University Press, 2011; bilingual edition, 2012] 
translated, introduced, and annotated by Tarif Khalidi
Shaikh Zayid Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies Tarif Khalidi’s latest publication is a translation of a 

famous debate that took place in the early tenth century between Abu Hatim al-Razi, a highly regarded 

Isma’ili missionary, and physician and philosopher Abu Bakr al-Razi, known to medieval Christian 

Europe as Rhazes.  Abu Hatim al-Razi: The Proofs of Prophecy is the eleventh in a series of works in the 

Islamic Translation Series that Brigham Young University and its Institute for the Study and Preservation 

of Ancient Religious Texts is publishing “to assist in the integration of Islamic studies into Western 

academia and to promote global perspectives in the disciplines to which it is devoted.” The book is of 

interest not just to Islamists but also to scholars of comparative religion, given that the debate takes in Jewish and Christian 

sacred scriptures as well as Muslim.

According to Khalidi, the candid nature of the debate and the willingness of both men to challenge fundamental religious tenets 

represent huge divergences between medieval and modern periods. “Medieval times were in many ways more tolerant than 

modern.”
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The National Council for Scientific 

Research (CNRS) recently recognized 

seven AUB faculty members for 

their outstanding contributions: 

Hassan Artail, FEA, Department of 

Electrical and Computer Engineering 

for information and communication 

technology; Ali Bazarbachi, FM, 

Department of Internal Medicine, for 

targeted therapy of leukemia and 

lymphoma and specifically for the 

discovery of a novel treatment for 

Adult T Cell Leukemia/Lymphoma; 

Mutasem El-Fadel, FEA, Department 

of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 

for environmental and water resources 

engineering; Associate Provost 

Nesreen Ghaddar, FEA, Department of 

Mechanical Engineering, for renewable 

energy and energy efficiency; Dean 

Nahla C. Hwalla, FAFS, Department 

of Nutrition and Food Science, for 

nutrition and noncommunicable 

diseases; Bilal Kaafarani, FAS, 

Department of Chemistry, for organic 

and materials chemistry;  Ala Sharara 

FM, Department of Internal Medicine, 

for clinical research in gastroenterology 

and hepatology.

“The achievements of our univer-

sity members are testimony to the 

important role of AUB faculty in the 

advancement of knowledge and in the 

development of Lebanon’s research 

capacity,” said Provost Ahmad Dallal. 

“We congratulate our colleagues for 

receiving the national recognition that 

they so richly deserve.”

New On-line          New On-line          

www.youtube.com/AUBatLebanon

Reunion Weekend 

2012 Highlights

2012 Class Reunion: 

FAS Panel Discussion 

at Hostler Auditorium 

FAS hosted this 

panel discussion 

entitled “The AUB Experience across Time and 

Borders” with Ashraf Ghani (BA ’73, MA ’77), Zubeida 

Barmania (MA ’67), Raya Haffar El Hassan (BBA ’87), 

and Makram Rabah (BA ’03, MA ’07), moderating.

Honoring Ceremony

Congratulations to 

reunion classes 

celebrating their golden 

(50th), silver (25th) and 

first (5th) anniversaries 

(classes of 1962, 1987 

and 2007).   Special 

thanks to keynote speakers Talal Farah (BA ’62), Raya 

Haffar El Hassan (BBA '87)  and Rima Karaki (TD ’07).

Ring and 

Commencement 

Ceremony, Class 

of 1982

This memorable 

ceremony celebrated the 

delayed commencement 

of the Class of 1982. 

Don’t miss the moving speeches of keynote speakers Reem 

Acra (BBA ’82) and Ashraf Ghani (BA ’73, MA ’77).

Commencement 2012

Flash mob! The 

graduating class of 

2012 surprises everyone 

during the June 2012 

Commencement 

Exercises 

on the Green Field.

AUB Spring Concert, May 17, 2012 Folk Dance, May 13, 2012

Duo Guitares Concert, March 20, 2012 Honey Day, May 23, 2012
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Nametag: Ghina Mahmoud, PhD, Theoretical Physics, projected 2012

Life before graduate school: I grew up in Barouk, a village nestled in Mount Lebanon. I studied physics at the 

Lebanese University before enrolling in a master’s program at AUB. I am now pursuing my PhD in astrophysics under the 

guidance of my adviser, Professor Mounib El Eid. I love sports, listening to jazz music, reading, and learning languages. 

What matters most: As stars evolve, they process hydrogen into heavier elements, creating all elements in the universe 

except hydrogen and helium. The abundance of these elements bears signatures of the nuclear processes that created 

them and keep record of their history across generations of stars back to the beginning of the universe. By studying stars, 

we are able to study the astrophysical context of life, its existence, sustenance, and evolution.

Research: I model the evolution of stars on the computational facilities at FEA using a stellar evolution computer code 

called “Hyades,” which I named after the famous star cluster. Modelling stars and comparing them to their observed 

counterparts provides a powerful tool to understand the conditions that harbor the physics of their interiors. I am 

particularly interested in the chemical evolution of the galaxy or, more generally, the chemical signature of the universe.

10 am Tuesday, 10 am Saturday: Tuesday mornings I’m modifying my code to better describe the physical pro-

cesses in stars, analysing my stellar models, and comparing them to observations. On Saturday mornings, I’m either 

jogging on the track at the Green Field, enjoying the morning sun, blue skies, 

and sea or sitting with my family sharing news, laughs, and good times.  

Most admire: I admire people who do not fit into any stereotype, 

who think differently—and positively, who are avid learners, 

enthusiastic about life and don’t take it for granted, who are 

true to themselves, and live in harmony with their 

ideas and beliefs. I admire my mother’s pure 

heart and my father’s ingenuity.

Why this topic interests me:  strophysics 

is a competitive multi-disciplinary field 

that investigates fundamental physical 

questions. Because it incorporates 

other highly active fields of research 

(particularly nuclear physics and 

observational astronomy), one 

has to keep up with the latest 

developments to remain in the 

forefront.  

Born out of star dust, we 

share with stars a common 

cosmic heritage that makes our 

efforts to address these questions 

particularly compelling and makes 

their twinkling all the more fascinating. 



Student News

Home Grown Olympians
AUB had a special interest in the London 2012 Olympics since two AUBites 

participated in the world’s premier sporting event. Andrea Paoli, a business junior, 

and Tvine Moumjoghlian (BA Economics ’10), represented Lebanon 

in tae kwon do and table tennis respectively. Both students 

were members of AUB teams and trained at the Charles 

W. Hostler Student Center, named after 

former ambassador and AUB alumnus 

Char les  W. 

Hostler (MA ’55) in 

appreciation for his 

generous donation 

towards improving student life 

on campus. Talal Nizameddin, dean 

of student affairs, said, “We are 

very fortunate that we have a 

world class sports center [the 

Charles W. Hostler Student 

Center] that provides talented 

athletes with facilities to develop 

their skills and train in a professional environment. The 

two Olympians are wonderful athletes and incredible 

human beings. We are very proud of them.”

Speaking about the challenge ahead Paoli said “I 

have been preparing for this for more than two years. 

Qualifying was one of the biggest moments in my 

life. It’s been my dream since I was born to be in the 

Olympic Games and to raise the Lebanese flag there.” 

Moumjoghlian has played table tennis since she was 

nine, encouraged by her father, a former Lebanese 

table tennis champion. “It’s a great honor for me to 

represent my country,” she said. “It's a very heavy 

burden, but it’s my dream.   

I hope that by representing Lebanon as it deserves 

to be represented to the world, we will help the world 

recognize that we have a lot of excellent local talent of 

international standard and that Lebanon should not just be 

associated with political instability and war.”

—M.A.
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The Big Game: Then and Now
“We wait for this event all year. To us it 

symbolizes unity, solidarity, and a chance 

for all the AUB family to get together,” says 

second-year engineering student Lara Talih. 

A long week of hard work wrapped up in 

April with the annual Big Game between 

the FEA team and the FAS, OSB, FAFS, and 

FM team. Although the latter prevailed in 

the end, both teams were cheered on not 

only by cheerleaders, a band, and excited 

students, but also by faculty and the FEA, 

FAS, and student affairs deans.

Drop by the AUB Store for the
perfect AUB apparel, gifts and mementos from the University.

We’re featuring officially branded AUB items 

such as polo shirts, kids clothing,  desk accessories and more!

AUBSTORE

AUB Store is located in the Visitors Bureau, Main Gate
shop on-line and have it delivered worldwide!

www.aub.edu.lb/aubstore

The Big Game audience:
1. Then: A 1966 Big Game audience
2. Now: Our latest 2012 Big Game 

audience

The Big Game players:
3. Then: The Big Game in 1969
4. Now: FEA playing against against 

the FAS/OSB/FAFS/FM team in 
2012

The Big Game referees:
5. Then: The referee in 1974
6. Now: Our trendy referees today
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How Far Will You Go? 
From Chile to China and everywhere in between, 34 alumni tell us the most important 

thing they learned at AUB and prove just how far an AUB education can take you.

A U B  A l u m n i  W o r l d w i d e
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Hassan Said Bazzi
BS Chemistry 1996; MS Chemistry 1998
Chair of the Science Program and Associate Professor of 

Chemistry, Texas A&M University, Qatar
I am currently the chair of the Science Program and associate 
professor of chemistry at Texas A&M at Qatar. After completing a 
PhD in polymer chemistry at McGill University in 2003, I worked 
with the United Nations as a chemical weapons inspector before 

doing a postdoctoral fellowship 
at Université de Montréal in 
2004.  

In Qatar, I manage an 
extensive research program and 
regularly chair and organize 
internationally recognized 

chemistry conferences. I have been the recipient of several 
awards and honors including the Texas A&M at Qatar Faculty 
Excellence Award and Dean’s Leadership Excellence Award.

Dani Hamra
BA Math and Science Elementary Education 2009, Diploma 

in Educational Management and Leadership 2009
Elementary Math and Science Teacher, Qatar Academy Al 

Khor, Qatar Foundation
I have been teaching math and science since I graduated 
from AUB three years ago. I have done some traveling and 
my own research on figuring out ways to reach out with 
education to enlighten people regardless of their culture, 
background, religion, etc. I am involved as a volunteer with 
various projects back home in São Paulo, Brazil, which directly 
address education and extra-
curricular activities in lower class 
communities. I intend to continue 
gaining experience in my field 
and serving the community 
where I live now to inspire and 
encourage others to do the same.

The most important 
thing I learned at AUB 
was to believe in what 
you do and pursue it, 
disregarding social 
conventions.

The most important 
thing I learned at AUB is 
excellence in teaching, 
research, community 
service, and leadership.

Sami Moubayed
BA Political Studies 2000
WAAAUB service: President, Syria Chapter
Editor-in-Chief, Forward Magazine
I have held a number of positions as a journalist—with 

The Daily Star (2000–01), Gulf News (since 2001), Asia 
Times (since 2005), and The Huffington Post (since 
2010).  

After I earned my PhD from the 
University of Exeter in 2005, 
I was appointed associate 
professor of international 
relations at the University 
of Kalamoon. I am also a 
research fellow at St. Andrews 
University in Scotland. In 2006, 
I cofounded and became chief editor of Syrianhistory.com and 
vice president of Haykal Media. I have authored five books on 
modern Syria including Steel & Silk (Cune Press, 2005) and 
Syria and the USA (IB Tauris, 2012). 

The most important thing I 
learned at AUB was freedom 
of thought: there is not a 
single question in life that 
cannot be debated, then 
accepted or discarded by 
the human mind. 

SYRIA
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Isam Halim Salfiti
BA Economics 1967
Chairman, Bank al Etihad, Amman, Jordan
I joined my father’s money exchange business the moment 
I left AUB. In 1987, I became a banker and with my family 
became part owner of what is now Bank al Etihad. I married 
my AUB classmate, Samia Sukkar (BBA ’67). We have three 
sons: a banker, a medical doctor, and a historian, and four 
grandchildren.

I started the National Music Conservatory in Amman, 
Jordan in 1986 with some 
friends. I am the chairman of the 
Intercontinental Hotel Amman 
and a member of the board of 
Jordan University, the Amman 
Baccalaureate School, and the 
King Hussein Foundation.

Susan L. Ziadeh
MA History 1978
US Ambassador, State of Qatar

I’m a career member of 
the US Department of State 
Senior Foreign Service, 
class of Minister-Counselor. 
I have served in diplomatic 
assignments in the Middle 

East including Riyadh, Baghdad, Bahrain, Kuwait, Amman, and 
Jerusalem. On May 19, 2011, I was nominated by President Obama 
as the US Ambassador to the State of Qatar, and I presented my 
diplomatic credentials to the Emir of Qatar on October 4, 2011.  

In addition to my master’s degree from AUB, I have a BA 
from the University of Washington, a PhD from the University 
of Michigan, and an MS in National Strategic Studies from the 
National War College, National Defense University.

Brigitte Khair Mountain 
BS Nutrition and Dietetics 1984; MPH 1987
Past WAAAUB service: Leadership, Swiss Chapter
Head of Office, United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees, External Relations Hub for the GCC, Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

After I left AUB, I went to New Zealand and then the United 
States before returning to Lebanon where I started my career 
with NGOs working in humanitarian and development fields, 
environmental protection, and with grass-roots democratic 
movements focused on peace and reconciliation. I was recruited 
by the United Nations in 1995. My posts have included Iraq, 
Egypt, Kuwait, Turkey, Jamaica, Switzerland, Canada, and the 
United States. I feel a life-long commitment to the UN and its 
partners based on my belief that our global village is as strong 
as the weakest link 
and that our collective 
conscience is our guide to 
equitable development and 
care for the needy. 

Said R. Ghusayni
BBA 2002
Executive Director, Commodities Sales, Goldman Sachs 

International
After graduating from AUB, 
I completed an MS at Cass 
Business School in London. 
I then joined Mitsui & Co.’s 
commodity trading desk where 
I spent seven years trading 
energy derivatives and helping 
corporations manage their risk 
to oil, oil products, and natural 
gas prices. In 2010, I joined 
Goldman Sachs to help build out the physical and financial 
commodity business across energy, metals, and agricultural 
products in the Middle East, North Africa, Turkey, and some 
Commonwealth of Independent States countries. 

I recently relocated to Dubai with my wife Linda and son 
Sami. We are expecting our second child in July.

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB is to be 
passionate about whatever 
you do in life.  That’s what 
will help you get through 
the tough times and make 
the hard work worthwhile. The most important thing 

I learned at AUB was the 
importance of being part 
of a network of people—
and my values.

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB was the 
value of partnerships that 
cross geographic boundaries 
and bridge cultures.

The most important thing I learned at 
AUB is that our Arab future is linked to 
the education, tolerance, and outlook we 
acquire at institutions like AUB that shape 
us into proactive agents of change.

EGYPT



Gasim Badri
BA, TD 1968, MA History 1971
WAAAUB service: President, Sudan Chapter
President, Ahfad University for Women
After completing my MA at AUB, I returned to Sudan and joined 
Ahfad University College for Women (AUCW) as a lecturer in 
education. In December 1971 I got married and went to Beirut 
for my honeymoon. I spent one year (1973–74) at Oxford 
University doing an Advanced Certificate in Education and three 
years at the University of California, Santa Barbara (1975-78) 

obtaining an MA and PhD in 
early childhood education and 
development. Since 1978, 
I’ve been at AUCW, which was 
renamed Ahfad University for 
Women in 1995. That is the 
year that I became university 
president—a position I still 
hold today.
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Walid Abushakra
BEN 1963
Chairman and Superintendent of Educational Services 

Overseas Limited (ESOL)
In 1990, I established 
Educational Services 
Overseas Limited (ESOL), 
which now operates 
international schools in 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Egypt, 
Cyprus, and Lebanon. We 
have started to expand to 
countries outside the MENA 
region: to Europe, the Far 
East, and are even considering North America. We are known 
internationally to have the most formidable leadership team 
of qualified educators. My sons, who are better than me, both 
work for ESOL now and so our organization is progressing. What 
keeps me going is my passion for education and the way our 
schools are positively impacting the future of our kids, especially 
in the Arab world. 

The most important thing I 
learned at AUB was intellectual 
honesty, hard work, and the value 
of friendships and camaraderie 
with other students at AUB. I have 
preserved my friendships from my 
AUB days. They are very valuable 
to me.

The most important thing I 
learned at AUB was broad 
mindedness, tolerance, freedom 
of thought, dedication to work, 
and democratic values.  AUB 
teaches you to become a 
citizen of the world, loving and 
respecting others.

JORDAN

SUDAN

ABU DHABI

DUBAI
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Kamal Ali Kamaleddine
BS Computer Science 1990
Regional Chief of Information Communication Technology 

for Western and Central Africa, UNICEF, Dakar, Senegal
I started working with UNICEF in 1987 when I was still studying 
at AUB and continued to work with the organization after I 
graduated. Since leaving AUB, primarily as part of my work, I 
have literally travelled the world. This experience was culturally 
enriching and gave me a different and more positive and 
tolerant view of the small world we live in.  

In addition to a fulfilling job, 
my other achievement since AUB 
is the family I raised with my wife, 
Majida. We have three sons (Ali, 
Jad, and Adam); Ali is joining AUB 
this year.

Abdelatif Belmehdi
BS Agriculture 1974
WAAAUB service: Member, Alumni Council
Freelance conference interpreter, Casablanca, Morocco
Since I left AUB in 1974, 
I have worked in different 
places, changed jobs four 
times, and managed to earn a 
master’s degree in agriculture 
from Oregon State University 
before settling down with OCP 
Group, the biggest phosphate 
company in Morocco, for 
28 years. I worked for 
the branch called World 
Phosphate Institute, which is 
an association of phosphate 
producers in charge of global 
promotion of phosphate use, 
mainly in agriculture.  Now that 
I am retired, I have a home-
based job as a translator/
interpreter, which keeps me 
busy most of the time.

The most important thing I learned 
at AUB was English, without a doubt. 
When I arrived at AUB, I had to spend 
a year learning English. That was 
probably the most decisive year in 
my life.  I built on that experience 
while I was a student. For example, 
after I started at the University, I spent 
half of my summer vacation picking 
strawberries at youth camps north of 
London not because I was desperate 
for work, but because that work offered 
me the best opportunity to practice my 
English in a native English speaking 
environment. It was worth the trouble. 
In every job I have had since leaving 
AUB, my skills in English were more 
important than all the other skills I 
learned at school. 

Majed Fouad El Masri
BS Epidemiology 1982
Country Manager, Edgo, Libya
Professor Huda Zurayk helped me get my 
first job at AUB working on a project with the 
UAE Ministry of Health to establish schools of 
nursing and health sciences.  I was promoted, 
got married, and—thanks to my AUB 
experience—developed good relationships in 
the community. I was an active alumnus in Abu Dhabi.  

I immigrated to Canada to work for Edgo that operates 
primarily in the oil and gas industry in Libya. My son and daughter 
graduated from the University of Alberta; my youngest son will enter 
university next year. I have adopted a baby girl from Palestine who 
is now going to school. I am very proud of my family.

The most important 
thing I learned at 
AUB was how to 
become politically 
involved, which 
has totally changed 
my life. Life is all 
politics.

The most important 
thing I learned at AUB 
is that college years are 
the best time to gather 
life-long friends.

LIBYA
MOROCCO

SENEGAL
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Youssef Dagher
BBA 1998
WAAAUB service: Member, Alumni Council
Owner, LA ROSA GROUP, Zhejiang, China
After I left AUB, I established a private 
business and started importing textiles 
from Korea. I later moved to Saudi Arabia 
where I worked at Saudi Ericsson as a 
project manager, taking care of private 
key accounts and the National Guard 
Project. Four years later I moved to China where I operate my 
own business that handles sourcing, outsourcing, warehousing, 
shipping, and customs clearance for goods purchased 
from China. In addition to my office in China, I also have a 
representative office in Turkey and a head office in Lebanon.
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The most important 
thing I learned at AUB 
was to take chances 
and be successful.

Aishath Mohamed (Didi)
BA Psychology 1982; TD Science Education 1982
WAAAUB service: Vice President, Maldives Chapter
Director, Institute for Academic Development, Villa College, 

Maldives
After I left AUB in 1982, I taught science and worked as a 
middle school curriculum developer.  In 1999, I joined UNICEF 
Maldives, which was a rewarding time. I led several major 
UNICEF projects including the Back to School Project after the 
December 2004 Asian tsunami. We managed to get all children 
back to school within one month of the tsunami. In 2005, I was 
appointed Minister of Gender and Family in the Maldives. Since 
2010, I have been working at Villa College doing what I enjoy 
the most: teaching.

I am married, with 
two daughters, Ranya 
and Noura, and one 
grandson, Alyan.

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB was self-
confidence, the importance of 
tolerance, and survival skills that 
have helped me all my life. 

Kishore Kumar Jha
BEN Civil Engineering 1984
WAAAUB service: Member, Alumni Council
Director and Principal (Partner), MULTI Disciplinary 

Consultants (P) Ltd., Kathmandu, Nepal
I started working for the Nepal government immediately after my 
graduation from AUB and stayed for four years. Subsequently, 
I worked in India for five years as an infrastructure engineer for 
an Indian government-sponsored rural development program. 
Since July 1993, I have been principal partner in a private sector 
consulting company in Nepal. I have led and executed more than 
35 consulting assignments as project director/coordinator. In 
recent years, I have also worked as the results management expert 
for the National Planning Commission of the Government of Nepal 

(www.npc.gov.np/ MfDR). 
I earned an MS in urban 
planning from the Institute 
of Engineering, Tribhuwan 
University in Kathmandu in 
2000.

The most important thing I 
learned at AUB was that the 
key to having life abundantly 
was to have smiling faces 
around to sustain your 
individual happiness. 

MALDIVES

NEPAL

CHINA
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Najib El-Khash
BA Psychology 1996
President, Risala Media Productions – Tokyo
After I graduated from AUB, I 
enrolled in a master course in 
film-making at the London Film 
Academy (1996–97) and later did 
doctoral studies in film/cultural 
theory at the University of Tokyo 
and Nagoya University in Japan 
(1998–2007). I established the 
Association for the Development of Arab-Asian Dialogue (ADAD) 
in Tokyo in 2002 that organizes film festivals and other cultural 
projects (www.arabasian.net). In 2006, I started Risala Media 
Productions (www.risala.tv) that provides TV news reporting 
from Japan, Korea, and China to more than 15 Arab television 
stations. I also teach media and political economy at Rikkyo 
University (Tokyo) and international journalism at Temple 
University’s Japan campus.

Rami Mounla
BS Computer Science 2004
Technical Architect, Datacom New Zealand
Shortly after earning my BS from AUB and completing my army 
service, I immigrated to New Zealand where I earned my post 
graduate diploma in computer science followed by an MS with 
First Class Honors in computer science from the University of 
Auckland. With such a diverse and high quality collection of 
degrees, finding a job was a piece of cake. I started by working 
at Fujitsu New Zealand as a Microsoft consultant and four years 
later I was head hunted by 
Datacom NZ to work on the 
largest Microsoft Dynamics 
Customer Relationship 
Management implementation 
in the southern hemisphere. 

The most important 
thing I learned at AUB is 
to enjoy the company of 
people with worldviews 
that drastically differ 
from mine.

The most important 
thing I learned at AUB is 
how to reason and solve 
problems by thinking 
outside of the box.

Janet Mason Garcia-Webb
BS Chemistry 1968
Member, Sir Charles Gairdner Group Human Research Ethics 

Committee, Perth, Western Australia; Cancer Support 
Center Volunteer, SolarisCare, St. John of God Hospital.

After graduating from AUB, 
I moved to Australia where I 
worked as a clinical biochemist 
at Alfred Hospital in Melbourne 
(1968–74) and later as a 
research technologist and 

scientist at hospital labs in Canberra (1974–76).  
Since 1976, I have lived in Perth by the Indian Ocean 

with my family. I have held a variety of volunteer positions—25 
years with the Girl Guides (most recently as state commissioner 
Western Australia), as a member of a Human Research Ethics 
Committee (since 2006), and with SolarisCare. My husband 
Peter and I have four adult children (all engineers) and two 
grandchildren.

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB was to 
embrace life and learning in 
our world of rich diversity.

JAPAN

AUSTRALIA

N EW ZEALAND
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Rand Askalan
BS Medical Laboratory Technology 1985, MS Biochemistry 

1987
Assistant Professor, University of Toronto; Clinician 

(Neurologist)-Scientist, Hospital for Sick Children, 
Toronto, Canada

I obtained a PhD in 
neuroscience at the University 
of Cambridge in the UK (in 
1994) and an MD (in 2001) 
and did postgraduate training 
in pediatric neurology (in 2006) 
at the University of Toronto. 

I joined the Children’s Stroke Program to establish a basic 
research program focusing on childhood stroke in 2007. I have 
done extensive research and authored many publications on 
ischemic injury and neuroprotection in the immature brain.  In 
2003 I founded and currently direct The Canadian Association 
for Medical Relief (www.camr.ca), which is a nonprofit 
organization that provides clinical care and medical education 
to improve health care in the developing world and areas of 
conflict.

Usama S. Hamdan
BS 1976, MD 1980
Founder and President, Global Smile Foundation; Assistant 

Clinical Professor of Otolaryngology, Tufts University 
School of Medicine; Clinical Instructor in Otology & 
Laryngology, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA

I’ve been living in Boston since 1984 when I arrived to do a 
fellowship in facial plastic surgery at Massachusetts Eye & Ear 
Infirmary and set up a practice in the greater Boston area. In 
1987 I began volunteering with a group that performed corrective 
surgeries on underserved patients born with cleft deformities. These 
efforts culminated in the formation of Global Smile Foundation, a 
nonprofit organization that provides 
comprehensive cleft care in Latin 
America, Africa, and MENA. Each 
year, our teams of 25 volunteers 
undertake five or six missions 
operating on patients and training 
local medical personnel. During each 
five-day mission we perform 50-60 
surgical and up to 500 dental procedures.

The most important thing I 
learned at AUB is that life 
is a wealth of experiences 
and it is up to us what to 
make of them.

George Saliba
 BS Mathematics 1963, MA Education (teaching of 

Mathematics) 1965
 Professor of Arabic and Islamic Science, Columbia 

University, New York City
After leaving AUB, I went to UC Berkeley where I earned another 
master’s in Near Eastern Studies/Semitic Languages (1970) 
and a PhD in Near Eastern Studies/Islamic Sciences (1974).  
I’ve taught at Columbia University since 1978 specializing in 
the development of scientific ideas from late antiquity to early 
modern times with a special focus on the various planetary 
theories developed within Islamic civilization and the impact of 
such theories on early European astronomy. My most recent 
of many published books, Islamic Science and the Making of 

the European Renaissance 
(The MIT Press), came out in 
paperback in 2011 and has 
now been translated into Turkish 
(twice), Arabic, and Bahasa 
(Indonesian).

The most important 
thing I learned at AUB 
was persistence and the 
importance of having a 
clear vision of what you 
want to do.

CANADA

NEWYORK

BOSTON

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB was 
resourcefulness, critical 
thinking, tolerance, and 
coexistence.
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Abdo George Kadifa
BEN Electrical Engineering 1981
Executive Vice President, Hewlett-Packard, Palo Alto, 

California
I earned an MS at Caltech and then worked in microprocessor 
design at Fairchild R&D in Palo Alto. In 1984, I joined Xerox PARC, 
where I launched three products and earned three US patents. 
After earning my MBA at the University of Chicago in 1989, I 
worked at Booz-Allen and then Oracle, where I ran a $1 billion 
business. In 1999, I founded Corio, the first application service 
provider.  I took it public in 2000, grew 
it to become a cloud computing leader, 
and sold it to IBM in 2005. After two 
years at IBM, I joined Silver Lake as an 
operating partner. Now at HP, I run their 
$4 billion software business.

Anne Ricketson Zahlan
BA English 1960
Professor of English Emerita, Eastern Illinois University, 

Charleston, IL
In Lebanon, I taught at AUB and the 
Lebanese National University. After 
returning to the United States and 
earning my doctorate at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, I 
joined the faculty at Eastern Illinois 
University where I taught for 24 
years. I have published articles on a 
number of twentieth century novelists, 
notably Lawrence Durrell and Thomas Wolfe. I have also served as 
president of the International Lawrence Durrell Society (2000-04) 
and, since 2002, as editor of The Thomas Wolfe Review.

E. Maxine Bruhns
MA Education 1954
Director, Nationality Rooms and Intercultural Exchange 

Programs, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA
My husband, Fred C. Bruhns, and I spent a total of 15 years 
abroad in Austria, Lebanon, Vietnam, Cambodia, Iran, Germany, 
Greece, and Gabon. I usually taught English and worked for 
CARE; it was his career we were following. When he wanted to 
finish his PhD, we came to Pittsburgh in 1965. He then joined the 
faculty of Pitt’s Graduate School of Public and International Affairs 
and I became director of the University’s Nationality Rooms and 

Intercultural Exchange Programs. 
That was 47 years ago. Since that 
time, I’ve created 10 Nationality 
Rooms and I’ve gone to each 
country to research them. This 
year, we dedicated the 28th and 
29th rooms, the Turkish and the 
Swiss.

The most important 
thing I learned at 
AUB is to thrive in 
diversity.

The most important 
thing I learned at AUB 
is how much I have in 
common with people 
from all parts of the 
world. 

Gladys Honein
BSN 1984, MPH 1992
Post-Doctoral Fellow, St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada
After I graduated, I worked in 
Saudi Arabia, ARAMCO as a staff 
nurse until 1991 when I returned 
to AUB to do my master’s in 
public health.  In 1993, I went to 
the United Arab Emirates where 

I worked as acting director of nursing in preventive medicine 
at the Ministry of Health. I immigrated to Canada in 2001 
and worked at the University of Toronto in 2002 as a course 
manager. In 2006, I started a PhD program in health services 
research and earned my doctorate in January 2012. I am 
currently working as a post-doctoral fellow on a grant evaluating 
colorectal cancer screening in Ontario.

The most important 
thing I learned at AUB 
was to reach out for the 
stars and to never give 
up on your dreams. The most important thing 

I learned at AUB is to 
appreciate Arab culture 
and the importance of 
helping Palestinians regain 
their homeland.

PALO ALTO

LOS ANGELES
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Lucy Artinian
DIPL Nursing 1973
Lecturer, UCLA School of Nursing, Los Angeles, CA
I immigrated to the United States in 1976 and worked at the 
UCLA Medical Center. After obtaining a master’s in nursing 
at UCLA in 1987, I became a clinical nurse specialist and 
coordinated an outpatient clinic for inflammatory bowel disease. 
I then moved to the UCLA Liver Transplant Center and worked 
as a coordinator and a research nurse.  In 1994, I earned a 
family nurse practitioner degree at USC in 1994.  After 30 years 
at the UCLA Medical Center, I retired in 2006.  I am currently a 

lecturer at the UCLA School 
of Nursing. My husband 
Robert Hoersch and I 
live in Manhattan Beach, 
California.

Andres Julio Espinal Mota
BA Economics 1965
Retired after a long career including 30 years at the 

Central Bank of the Dominican Republic.
After graduating from AUB, I went to Doha, Qatar and worked 
with an oil company (McDermott) for about six months. I then 
returned to the Dominican Republic and accepted a position 
at the Central Bank. I was promoted regularly eventually 
achieving the position of adviser to the governor of the Central 
Bank. After 17 years at the bank, I resigned to go into private 
business. I returned to work at the Central Bank in 1996. When 
I retired in 2010 at the age of 70, I was the deputy manager, 
the number four position at the bank.

I am 
married, have two 
children—a son and 
a daughter—who 
are both married, 
and one grandson.

Nadia Jaroush
BS Agriculture 1985
Secretary, Kuwaiti Embassy; Buenos Aires, Argentina 
WAAAUB service: Member, Alumni Council
After living through almost 13 
years of civil war, I could not 
resist the idea of escaping 
from turmoil to establish my 
new family in Argentina. I 
wanted my children to be raised 
peacefully. First I dedicated myself to adapting to a new culture 
by volunteering in social activities with Arab organizations 
and enjoyed the most fruitful job a woman could ever have: 
motherhood. My children learned to love Lebanon and of course 
AUB by noticing how a lighted smile was drawn on my face 
whenever I spoke about my life there. I worked in education, 
family business, and, since 2000, at the Kuwaiti Embassy.

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB was to be 
assertive and ask questions, 
to pursue a higher degree, and 
to be a team player at work, 
especially in the ICU setting. 

The most important thing I 
learned at AUB was tolerance, 
adaptability, self-confidence, 
and clairvoyance.  

The most important thing I learned at 
AUB is that the world is full of wonderful 
people, of different creeds, colors, and 
nationalities—and that we should all live 
and work together to make the world a 
better place to enjoy.
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HELP US REACH ALUMNI IN SOUTH AMERICA! 
We know you’re out there, we just don’t know where. 
Email us at alumni@aub.edu.lb

CHARLESTON

PITTSBURGH

DOMINICAN
  REPUBLIC

BUENOS
AIRES

TORONTO
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Jihad Azkoul (aka Jazz)
BA 1969, MA 1971, Experimental Psychology
Concert guitarist; Professor of Guitar Music, London 

College of Music (UK) and Conservatoire Populaire de 
Musique, Danse, et Théâtre (Geneva)

Following my MA I abandoned psychology to become 
a musician. I studied jazz and rock in Boston before 
metamorphosing into a classical composer and guitarist in 
Paris. I then studied classical guitar in Montevideo, Uruguay 
under the great Maestro Carlevaro. In 1981, I embarked on my 
career as a concert musician. 

I regularly teach, give 
recitals, and perform as a 
soloist with orchestras. I have 
recorded several CDs. My sons 
are also musicians: Mike is an 
enterprising hip-hop artist and 
Julian is a virtuoso violinist.  I 

was decorated with Lebanon’s Order of the Cedars in 1988 and 
won first prize at the Affiliate Artist competition in New York in 
1984.

Haifa Cortbawi Ungapen
BS Environmental Health 2001
Past WAAAUB service: Member, Alumni Council
Freelance consultant, NGOs and public sector, United 

Kingdom
Since leaving AUB, I’ve completed a DESS in journalism at the 
Lebanese University and the Université Panthéon Assas (Paris 
II) and an MS in health, community and development at the 
London School of Economics (LSE)—during which time I had 
the honor of being a Chevening Scholar. It was also at LSE that 
I met my husband Vimalen.  Professionally, I have had varied 
experiences—from editing children’s magazines to working 
in human rights and development with organizations such as 
Human Rights Watch, Oxfam, 
and Christian Aid. I now 
freelance for such NGOs. I got 
married in 2008 and live in 
the UK.

Ioannis Violaris
BA Economics 1978
WAAAUB service: Member, Board of Directors
Dean, School of Economic Sciences and Administration, 

Frederick University, Cyprus; Associate Professor of 
Economics

After graduation I earned 
a master’s and PhD in 
economics from Kensington 
University. I have devoted most 
of my career to education, 
mainly at the college and 
university level. It has been, and still is, a challenging path that 
gives me the opportunity to interact daily with young people, 
share their worries, and try to positively shape their characters 
and perspectives. I also interface with colleagues who as 
academics afford me the opportunity to remain mentally alert 
and aware of developments both in our field of study and of 
current events and other factors affecting the political and 
economic situation in Cyprus and abroad.

The most important thing I 
learned at AUB was open-
mindedness and that I 
could become the person I 
really wanted to be.

The most important thing I 
learned at AUB is to respect 
other peoples’ views and 
accept their differences.

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB is to stop 
being “tolerant” of others 
and instead be open to, 
respectful of, and humble 
towards others.

EU
RO

PE

UNITED 
KINGDOM

GERMANY

FRANCE

swi tzerland

SWEDEN
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Tommy Josefsson
BA Linguistics, TD 1987
Senior Lecturer, Jönköping University, Sweden
Since AUB, I have earned a master’s in intercultural communication 
from Open University in the UK (1999) and an MA in education from 
Växjö (now Linnaeus) University, in Sweden (2005).  I have taught 
in various capacities, both in Sweden and in the Middle East. As a 
Swede, knowing both Arabic and Turkish has naturally been a tool 
in language teaching, and also helped me build bridges between 

cultures. Besides my position 
as a lecturer in intercultural 
communication at Jönköping 
University, I am the director of 
an integration project, seeking 
to create intercultural 
dialogue in the increasingly 
multicultural Sweden.

Rania Khodr
BBA 1980
Past WAAAUB service: President, Paris Chapter
Director, Oman Tourism Office in Paris, Embassy of the 

Sultanate of Oman in France.
I would say my life has been 
a series of challenges. I was 
the first woman employee in 
the Engineering Purchasing 
Department at Middle East 
Airlines. I later arrived in 
France not speaking a word of 
French. I found a job as Gulf Air 
assistant airport manager then assistant area manager while 
also managing a home and two kids solo. In 2002, I opened 
the Oman Tourism Office in Paris where a blank page had to 
be filled and a success story was created. The office handles 
France, French Switzerland, and Italy. In between, I worked for a 
long time with the WAAAUB Paris Chapter.

Rana R. Siblini
BA Political Studies 2002, MA Arabic Language and 

Literature 2008
WAAAUB service: Secretary, Germany Chapter
PhD candidate, Institut für Arabistik und 

Islamwissenschaft, Münster, Germany
When I completed my undergraduate degree at AUB, I realized I 
still wanted to be part of this life-shaping institution. Therefore I 
opted to pursue my master’s along with a full-time job as an Arabic 
instructor at International College (IC) from 2006–10. I also worked 
as an Arabic instructor at the CAMES Summer Arabic Program from 
2003-09, then as program coordinator from 2010–11.

I received a three-year 
scholarship for PhD studies at 
the Institut für Arabistik und 
Islamwissenschaft in Münster, 
Germany where I will write my 
dissertation on classical Arabic 
poetry.

This year, I joined a 
group of other AUBites to found a WAAAUB chapter in Germany.  
I am currently secretary of its Executive Committee.

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB was that 
education is a lifestyle shaped 
not only by knowledge but 
also by character, deeds, and 
commitment to your community. 

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB was 
interacting and working 
together with student friends 
from many different cultures.

The most important thing 
I learned at AUB was to 
assume responsibilities 
and accept challenges. 
Be positive. Work hard to 
achieve the best. Think BIG.

CYPRUS
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HE Salim El-Hoss
Former premier and AUB professor and distinguished 

alumnus Salim El-Hoss believes that AUB can assist 

Lebanon “By being a good university, educating Lebanese 

students well, and giving them all opportunities to 

serve their country.” For Hoss, education does not just 

mean academic prowess, it also means acquiring ethics 

and principles. He is proud that the AUB Bioethics and 

Professionalism Program carries his name. When asked 

what AUB could do to help retain its skilled graduates 

in Lebanon in a limited jobs market, he responded by 

praising alumni capability to find and secure good jobs 

wherever they are.

He also acknowledged AUBMC’s well-deserved 

reputation in the field of healthcare.  

Though he has no involvement with it, he 

recognized the role that a center like the Issam Fares 

Institute can play in helping shape Lebanese public 

policy. He said, “I believe that Lebanon looks for the 

opportunity to be one of the Arab countries that form 

a united entity. One of these days the Arabs will come 

together to form some kind of a union and Lebanon will 

be an active member of that union.” He agreed that IFI 

could be effective in helping to shape that unity. 

─as told to Maureen Ali

Leading   Conversations
Since its founding as the Syrian Protestant College, this institution’s graduates have been leaders in every profession 

in countries across the globe. In Lebanon, generations of alumni have graduated to public service including current 

Prime Minister Najib Mikati and three former prime ministers. We recently spoke with former Prime Ministers 

Omar Karami (former student) and Salim El-Hoss (BA ’52, MA ’57), to learn how they think AUB is poised to 

serve Lebanon and the region. We hope to continue the conversation with other alumni leaders in future issues of 

MainGate.



39MainGate Summer 2012 www.aub.edu.lb/maingate |

HE Omar Karami
How has AUB served the country?

HE Omar Karami: Since its establishment, and with 

the increasing flow of students from neighboring Arab 

countries that lacked similar educational institutions, 

AUB has played a big role in educating the youth of the 

region and guiding them toward building their nations.  

Through education, there was an emphasis by AUB 

on democracy, the all-inclusive sense of freedom that 

developed with a new generation that produced leaders 

and exported them to the whole Arab world. In this 

way, AUB established an immense revival not only in 

Lebanon, but in the whole Arab world. Even when I was 

a student, I remember that AUB held various lectures 

and seminars that attracted a big audience from outside 

of AUB. We were honored to have joined AUB in the 

midst of this emergence (around 1950).

How is AUB positioned today?

Despite the spread of universities today, AUB of course 

remains the main “mother of all universities” from 

which other universities emerged.  AUB is still playing 

its big role, in education in general and more specifically 

in the advancement of medicine. The scientific 

conferences that are hosted at AUB are of the highest 

quality and there are many; the medical team at AUB is 

always keeping up with the latest research. Of course, 

there has been major progress in all fields at AUB: 

economics, literature, science.

Despite economic wealth in some other Arab 

countries that allows them to establish many big 

institutions (for health provision or education), when 

in need of an institution of high quality expertise, 

knowledge, and medical service, people always come back 

to AUB. It is due to such institutions as AUB that Lebanon 

has always been and still is a pioneer in the region.  

How can AUB do more?

It can do more perhaps by helping other hospitals/

institutions outside of Beirut rise and develop—through 

financial assistance, perhaps, and expertise. But AUB 

itself is doing very well—as long as it is getting funding, 

AUB knows where to go with it.

Why has AUB been so successful?

At a time when higher education was not so common in 

the region, many of the students that came to AUB from 

abroad got educated and returned to their homeland 

to become ministers, princes, and VIPs in their region. 

These alumni did not forget AUB. When the opportunity 

came, they supported it with all their might and this 

gave AUB a push forward. Today, AUB’s alumni are 

everywhere, still loyal to AUB, and sending it donations. 

All of this helps in its development.

The eruption of financial and economic wealth in 

the Arab world needed an educational revolution and 

AUB took advantage of that and was able to develop its 

institutions (medical, arts, and the sciences). 

Message to our readers?

On all occasions—national and educational—our thoughts 

and hearts always turn to our alma mater—we are always 

nostalgic for AUB. In our motorcade, in my car, I look 

at AUB and many times think “here was the prep, how 

do they get to it now? Where did the slope downhill go? 

The ladders? The gate keepers standing on both sides?” 

[Referring to the area between the men’s dorms and AUB].

Below, near the Green Field, across from it was the 

elementary school—I studied there.

I was doing agriculture at AUB—we are driven by 

life, not given choices, to make certain decisions. My 

family, our history, and circumstances made it important 

that I acquire a degree in law and so I moved on to 

pursue my education in law at the University of 

Cairo in Egypt.  

─as told to Safa Jafari Safa
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One of AUB’s highest priorities in recent years has been to increase the size of its financial aid program. Thanks 

to the support of alumni and friends, the University has grown its financial aid program from $2.6 million in 

2001-02 to $17.1 million in 2011-12. In the recently completed academic year alone, more than 3,000 young men 

and women have received financial assistance.  This spring, the president held a reception to thank scholarship 

donors in the Marquand House gardens. We caught up with some of our alumni and student recipients after the 

reception to ask them what inspires them to give to AUB.

Thank you!

Ziad A. El-Khalil (BBA ’85), Chief Investment Officer, 
MAK Holdings (Lebanon)
First Gift to AUB: 2004

Why I Give: I think a lot about what type of legacy I 

want to leave behind when I depart this planet. I feel 

that the best thing one can do in life is to help the 

less fortunate among us to receive the best education 

that they so much deserve. My AUB undergraduate 

business degree prepared me to take on the challenge 

of one of the top MBA programs in the US. I support 

scholarships so that others will have the same 

opportunity that I had.

Walid Al Adas (BBA ’12)
Recipient, Ziad Anwar El-Khalil Scholarship

What This Scholarship Means to Me: Receiving this 

scholarship has not only given me a chance to earn a 

business degree at AUB and to get a good job. It has 

also taught me what it means to give back to society. 

I plan to help high performers and hard-working 

students in the future in the same way that generous 

donors are helping AUB students today.

SupportingFutureOur

Nada and Riad (BE ‘74) Mneimneh. Scholarship: Dr. Marwan Mneimneh 
Scholarship, established in May 2011

Ziad A. El-Khalil (BBA ’85),  Walid Al Adas (BBA ’12), and Joseph GharibZiad A. El-Khalil (BBA ’85),  Walid Al Adas (BBA ’12), and Joseph GharibZiad A. El-Khalil (BBA ’85),  Walid Al Adas (BBA ’12), and Joseph Gharib
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Aziz Stephan (BEN Civil Engineering ’79), CEO, 
Aziz Stephan Contracting S.A.R.L .
Name of Scholarship: Aziz Stephan Scholarship

Why I Give: We started supporting the AUB scholarship 

program back in 2006. Being AUB graduates, my 

wife (Vivian Tarabay, BSN ’85) and I realize the 

importance of education in an individual’s life and in 

society. Education has always been, and still is, the 

core ingredient of the success and advancement of any 

nation. 

We also strongly believe that individuals must 

serve their communities, each in his own way and 

according to his capability. One service, even if it is 

small, collectively with other “small” services will 

become a considerable contribution.

Abdul Aziz Al Bahar, (BA ’53), former chairman, 
Commercial Bank of Kuwait
First Gift to AUB: 1994
Name of Scholarship: Abdul Aziz Al-Bahar Scholarship, 
supports nursing students at AUB

What This Scholarship Means to Me
Hend El Hout: When I met Mr. Abdul Aziz Al Bahar, he 

told me that he helps nursing students at AUB because 

he believes that nursing is a humanistic profession 

based on giving and caring.  This scholarship was very 

important to me because I received it when I was in 

need of urgent financial help. Thanks to Mr. Al Bahar, 

I will graduate this year. I hope that someday I’ll be 

able to help students who are in need as I was helped 

when I was in need. 

Lina Al Wattar: I want to wake up every morning and 

know that I’m going to do something that will change 

the world for the better. After I finish my BSN degree, 

I intend to pursue a master’s degree and become a 

nurse anesthetist or practitioner to expand my skills 

further so that I can serve my community. Thanks to 

Mr. Abdul Aziz Al Bahar and his son Mr. Ahmad, I 

will be able to pursue a career that I love: nursing.

Mahmoud Dalal (BS Civil Engineering ’73), CEO, 
Specialized Contracting Co., Jeddah
Name of Scholarship: Mahmoud Dalal Endowed 
Scholarship

Why I Give: It goes back to my father, who was an 

uneducated person. He immigrated to Venezuela 

in the early 1930s. He came back to Lebanon 

in the late 1940s after he acquired some wealth 

and instead of spending it in our home town of 

Rashaya, he instead built a home for his family 

next to AUB so that his children could be educated 

there. That is what happened. AUB not only gave 

me an education; it contributed to developing my 

personality too. It reshaped the way I look at things. 

Without AUB, I wouldn’t have become the person I 

am now. 

So, I give because I want to extend this 

opportunity to the young men and women in our 

family’s home town of Rashaya who cannot afford 

an AUB education. The scholarship I support 

provides me with a way to contribute to the 

development of Rashaya–and ultimately to my 

country, Lebanon.  

Imagine: every year one young man or woman 

from Rashaya will graduate from AUB. What a big 

effect this will have on a small town on the slopes of 

Mount Hermon in the southern Beqa’a. 

Ahmad Al Bahar, Hend El Hout, Abdul Aziz Ahmad Al Bahar (BA ’53),
and Lina Al Wattar
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Interested in more information about supporting financial aid 
at AUB? Please contact giving(at)aub.edu.lb

Mazen Dajani (BBA ’58, MA ’69), director, 
Saba & Co. Intellectual Property-Amman
Name of Scholarship: Kamel Dajani Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship

Why I Give: I set up the Kamel Dajani Scholarship 

Fund many years ago. It is named for my father, who 

did his utmost to educate three sons at AUB. It is a 

source of utter satisfaction for me to support deserving 

students at AUB as much as I can, giving them the same 

opportunity I had. 

The men and women AUB graduated over the 

years tend to be distinguished by their capabilities 

and moral character. I have great admiration and 

love for AUB. It is a unique institution with an 

enduring role and mission.

Philippe Jabre (former student), founder, CIO, 
Jabre Capital Partners SA
First Gift to AUB: 1997

Why I Give: I believe that education is the key 

for Lebanon’s stability and prosperity and that 

universities are a powerful force in the world.  

I support scholarships at AUB because it 

is a great institution that identifies and helps 

bright students realize their ambitions and 

excel academically. When these young people 

succeed, they in turn support and assist people 

and institutions around them that helped them 

achieve success.

Druze Foundation for Social Welfare
Sheikh Essam Fayez Makarem, Secretary General
Name of Scholarship: Druze Foundation for Social Welfare 
Fund Scholarships

Why We Give: The Druze Foundation for Social 

Welfare funded more than 1,000 scholarships for 

secondary school and university students between 

its establishment in 1983 and 2002.  We support 

scholarships at AUB because of its high standards in 

education, its strong reputation, and because we believe 

that the University prepares students to be complete 

citizens who can participate in developing and leading 

their communities. In the last ten years, we have 

funded 307 scholarships at AUB totaling more than 

$1.2 million. We supported 38 students this year—and 

hope to provide even more scholarships in the future.

George (BA ’74) and Fatima (BA ’73, MA ’76) Bachir, Mazen Dajani (BBA 
’58, MA ’69)
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House of Industry in New York, and 

the Young Men’s Christian Association 

(YMCA).  He was also a strong sup-

porter of scientific exploration and con-

tributed to Commander Peary’s Arctic 

expeditions, which is why there is now 

a place called Cape Morris Jesup along 

the northern coast of Greenland. He 

also funded the Jesup North Pacific 

Expedition led by anthropologist 

Franz Boas to Siberia, Alaska, and 

the northwest coast of Canada.  

Although Morris Jesup died 

in 1908, several members of his 

family continued to support the 

College actively. His nephew, 

Cornelius C. Cuyler, served 

briefly as treasurer of the Board 

of Trustees before he died in 

1909. His widow was also a 

member of the Board of Trustees 

for a short period (1912-14). 

Jesup Hall, which is now 

home to the office of the FAS dean 

and several FAS departments, was 

constructed in 1883 to house a theo-

logical seminary.  When the seminary 

was discontinued because there were 

not enough theological students, the 

College bought the building in 1898 for 

$8,000 and named it for Morris Jesup, 

who gave $5,000 toward the purchase 

price.  Three members of the Dodge 

family contributed the remaining 

$3,000.

* See Stephen B. L. Penrose, Jr., That They May 
Have Life: The Story of the American University 
of Beirut 1866–1941, pages 104–07.

Morris K. Jesup and his wife Maria were 

good friends of Mr. and Mrs. William 

E. Dodge, Jr.—the same William E. 

Dodge who laid the cornerstone for 

College Hall in 1871 and served as 

treasurer of the College’s Board of 

Trustees for 20 years (1863-83). Like 

William Dodge, Morris Jesup was a 

strong supporter and a generous con-

tributor to the College. As a member 

and later chairman of the Board 

of Trustees (1884-1908), Jesup 

made many gifts to the College 

including one in 1899 to support 

Post Hall.  (See MainGate, fall 

2011, page 41.)

Jesup, who was a suc-

cessful and widely respected 

banker, is also credited with 

playing an important role at a piv-

otal moment in the College’s his-

tory as a member of a delegation 

representing a group of American 

missions and institutions then oper-

ating in the Ottoman Empire. The del-

egation met with President Roosevelt 

on December 11, 1902, to urge him to 

pressure the Ottoman government to 

abide by its longstanding policy granting 

foreign institutions “special privileges.”  

The privileges being challenged dated 

back to 1819 and enabled US missions 

such as SPC and similar institutions in 

other countries to buy property, “[carry] 

on commerce in the products of their 

printing presses and industrial institu-

tions, [and import] the articles neces-

sary for their maintenance and for their 

work, free of duty.” Thanks to the efforts 

of Jesup and others, these concessions 

were eventually secured in 1907 when 

the College was also granted permis-

sion to establish a hospital for women 

and official recognition for its Medical 

Department.*

Jesup’s philanthropy extended far 

beyond the Syrian Protestant College to 

embrace many other institutions includ-

ing the American Museum of Natural 

History, the Tuskegee Institute, the 

Metropolitan Museum, the Five Points 

Morris K. 
Jesup The Peripatetic 

Philanthropist
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A Man of

Ray Irani brings a lifetime of experience to the AUB Board of Trustees.

Wisdom and Vision
By Jeffrey Lott
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at the height of a distinguished career. 

(William West served on the facul-

ty from 1923 to 1959. Robert West 

taught chemistry from 1883 until his 

untimely death in 1906. In 2003, newly 

renovated West Hall was named for 

Robert West and the West family.)

 Professor Robert Linnell, then 

chair of chemistry, had strong ties to 

the United States. After teaching at 

AUB, he ended up at USC, where he 

was both a dean and chairman of the 

Safety Science Department. He and 

Irani remained friends until Linnell’s 

death in 2006.

 Young Ray Irani’s decision to go 

to the United States was difficult for 

It was 3:00 am when young Riyad 

“Ray” Irani arrived at the Los Angeles 

airport from his home in Lebanon. He 

was headed to graduate school at the 

University of Southern California (USC), 

but first he had to find a place to sleep.

 The year was 1953, well before 

propeller aircraft were supplanted by 

commercial jets. For the 18-year-old 

Irani, who had never traveled out of 

the Middle East, it was a memora-

ble adventure. He flew from Beirut to 

Cairo; from Cairo to Rome; then to 

Shannon, Ireland, where a transatlantic 

flight took him as far as Bangor, Maine. 

He flew from Maine to New York City, 

landing at the old Idlewild Field (now 

JFK). There, he had to change airports 

to board his westbound flight.

  “It was kind of confusing,” Irani 

recalls today, nearly 60 years later, 

“but I carried my three suitcases—

one of them filled with books—over 

to LaGuardia Airport for the flights 

to Chicago and on to Los Angeles. 

When I got to LA in the middle of the 

night, I found a taxi and told the driver, 

‘I want to go to a reasonably priced 

hotel not far from USC.’”

 After catching a few hours of 

sleep, Irani found a pay phone to 

call the Chemistry Department at the 

university. “I had never dialed a tel-

ephone,” he says, “so I had to ask a 

passerby to dial the number. Several 

people passed this up, but someone 

finally helped me.”

 These days, Ray Irani doesn’t 

have to rely so much on the kindness 

of strangers. After earning a PhD 

in chemistry at age 22, he quickly 

became a sought-after researcher 

and executive. He says that during 

his entire career in industry, he’s never 

had to look for a job: “I wouldn’t know 

how.” Now 77, Irani is executive chair-

man and former CEO of Occidental 

Petroleum, a worldwide oil, gas, and 

chemical company with annual sales 

of more than $25 billion.

 How he got to Occidental, where 

he has been a top executive for nearly 

30 years, is a story in itself.

The 18-year-old who flew alone 

to California had just graduated from 

the American University of Beirut 

where his father, Rida Irani, was a 

member of the mathematics faculty. 

He had finished International College 

(IC) at 15 and planned to study civil 

engineering at AUB. But before his 

second year, he was approached by 

the legendary professor of chemistry 

William West, with whom he had 

taken one course.

 “I was in the registration line when 

Professor West asked to talk with me,” 

Irani recalls. “He told me he wanted 

me to switch majors, saying I was the 

best chemistry student he’d ever seen. 

That was pretty flattering—he’d been 

on the faculty for decades—and so 

was the package of scholarships and 

living expenses that he could offer me 

in chemistry. So I switched.”

 Irani earned a BA in three years—

and gained two important mentors 

at AUB, Professors William West and 

Robert Linnell. West, who had fol-

lowed in the footsteps of his father, 

Professor Robert Haldane West, was 

In short  
1994 Appointed to the President’s 

Export  Council by President Bill 
Clinton 

1996 Awarded the National Order 
of the Cedar Medal by the 
President of the Republic of 
Lebanon Elias Hrawi

2002 
  –06

Served on the Secretary of 
Energy Advisory Board

2006 Appointed  to co-lead the 
U.S.-Lebanon Partnership by 
President George W. Bush

2011 Appointed Chevalier of the 
French National Order of the 
Legion of Honor 

2012 Received University of Southern 
California Presidential Medallion 

2012 Elected to membership in the 
National Academy of Engineering 

Current Executive Chairman of Occidental 
Petroleum Corporation

Current Cochairman of the AUB Board of 
Trustees

Current Trustee of the University of 
Southern California

These days, Ray 
Irani doesn’t have 
to rely so much 
on the kindness of 
strangers.
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his family. Although Linnell and his 

father encouraged him to go, “the 

rest of my family was against it,” Irani 

recalls, “saying that if this boy goes to 

America, he won’t come back.”

 After a pause, he adds, “They 

were right, by the way.” 

Well, not entirely. Irani, like many 

of the estimated 14 million Lebanese 

around the world, has always main-

tained ties with his homeland. Devoted 

to his mother, he visited as often as he 

could. Now, as cochairman of the AUB 

Board of Trustees, he visits Beirut fre-

quently. He has also been active in the 

Lebanese American Foundation and 

the House of Lebanon Cultural Center 

in Los Angeles. 

 At USC, Irani specialized in physi-

cal chemistry, a branch of the science 

that applies the principles of physics 

to the study of chemical systems and 

structures. “What interested me most 

about physical chemistry was the high 

math content,” Irani says. “Physical 

chemistry has turned out to be a 

critical field that has led to a lot of the 

energy technology we have today,” 

including CO2 injection to extend the 

life of mature oil fields and hydraulic 

fracturing to release natural gas from 

shale deposits.

 As he received a PhD, Irani was 

recruited by the Monsanto Corporation 

as a research scientist. During ten 

years at the chemical giant, he worked 

in the lab on a variety of projects; it was 

during this period that he earned most 

of his 150 US patents.

 Having attracted the attention 

of Monsanto’s management with his 

research skills, Irani says he learned an 

important management lesson when 

the company publicly identified ten 

employees under age 30 who “had 

shown the potential to be president of 

the company someday.” Irani was one 

of the ten.

 “It was unwise,” Irani says. “Our 

co-workers didn’t like it, of course; we 

felt the pressure of these higher expec-

tations; and the recruiters pounced.” All 

ten of the “rising stars” were hired away 

to other firms—including Irani, who, at 

32, became director of research at 

Diamond Shamrock Corporation. 

The next tap on Ray Irani’s shoul-

der came from Olin Corporation, a 

chemicals and metals conglomerate. 

Irani was now firmly in the executive 

suite, soon becoming chief operating 

officer and then president of Olin.

 One last great mentor was to 

come: Dr. Armand Hammer, the color-

ful chairman of “Oxy” or Occidental 

Petroleum, a company he had been 

running—often profitably but some-

what erratically—since the 1930s.

 Top management of the com-

pany had been “a revolving door,” 

says Irani, who adds that it took 

five years for him finally to say “yes” 

to Hammer’s repeated overtures to 

become head of Oxy’s chemical divi-

sion. The well-known attorney Louis 

Nizer, an Oxy director, was quoted in 

Fortune as saying that the salary Irani 

demanded to leave Olin’s presidency 

was “harsh,” but that Hammer “saw 

in him a future top executive and told 

me, ‘Give it to him.’”

 When Irani joined Oxy in 1983, 

the company looked more like a con-

glomerate of unrelated businesses 

than a large oil and chemical produc-

tion corporation. Five chief executives 

had departed during the previous 20 

years over what a business analyst 

called “power struggles and disa-

greements with Hammer,” who was 

often preoccupied with collecting art, 

breeding Arabian horses, and globe-

trotting missions that he documented 

with his own film crew.

 In a little over a year, Irani revi-

talized the chemical division and, 

according to Business Week, soon 

“leaped over 14 others to become 

Oxy’s chief operating officer.” During 

15 years in that job, he is credited with 

“placing a firm hand on a company 

that had a history of ups and downs.” 

Analysts noted that “for the first time 

in its history, [Oxy] was being run more 

like a solid Fortune 500 corporation 

than a one-man operation.”

 In 1990, a year before his death, 

Hammer designated Irani to succeed 

him as chief executive and chairman. 

Irani held both positions from 1991 

until Stephen Chazen became CEO 

“If you went to 
AUB in the 1940s 
and 1950s,” Irani 
says, “you met 
people from many 
different nations 
and cultures. We’re 
making a new 
effort to attract 
such students to 
study in Beirut, who 
will then return to 
their countries as 
ambassadors for 
the University.”
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in 2011. Widely credited with refo-

cusing Occidental on its core busi-

nesses, Irani has been described as 

a leader who was unafraid to make 

tough decisions. His knowledge of the 

Middle East and North Africa made it 

possible to restart Oxy’s explorations 

and production in Libya following the 

lifting of the 1984 trade embargo by 

President George W. Bush in 2004 

(Oxy had been in Libya since about 

1970)—and to make the oil flow 

again following the Libyan revolution 

of 2011. During his tenure with Oxy, 

Irani expanded the company’s pres-

ence in the Middle East to include 

Abu Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, 

Iraq, and Yemen.

 One key to Irani’s early suc-

cess at Oxy, says Hutham Olayan (BA 

’75), president of Olayan America, 

was that although he is known as a 

dynamic and effective leader, Irani can 

also be very low-key. “Hammer could 

not tolerate anyone else stealing the 

limelight. Ray allowed public attention 

to stay on Dr. Hammer while he got 

down to managing the business—

which needed a lot of managing. 

He quietly put it all in order while Dr. 

Hammer continued his global travels,” 

says Olayan, vice chair of the AUB 

Board of Trustees.

 He brings that same thoughtful 

approach to his work as cochairman 

of the AUB board, says Olayan. “He 

has the business intellect needed to 

guide an organization like this and 

the sensibility to bridge the Middle 

East and the west.”

 Dr. Alexander Geha (BS ’55, MD 

’59), who was two years behind Irani 

at the University, has also come to 

know him better as a fellow AUB 

trustee. He sees a return to politi-

cal stability in the Middle East, and 

especially in Lebanon since the end of 

the civil war, as crucial to AUB’s “role 

as a standard bearer of education in 

the whole region… where academic 

freedom and academic thinking are 

important for our future.” After medi-

cal school at AUB, Geha trained in 

thoracic surgery at the Mayo Clinic 

in Rochester, Minnesota—an exam-

ple of the pipeline between AUB’s 

medical school and the top teaching 

hospitals in the United States. Geha, 

who now lives in California, would like 

to see standards raised to the point 

where today’s AUB students can have 

the same opportunities for graduate 

education that he and Ray Irani were 

afforded in the 1950s.

 Irani, Geha says, is “charismat-

ic, involved, and aware. He has a 

keen understanding of the academic 

world and of the business side of the 

University. A lot of people look at him 

as a role model.” 

 AUB has been through a lot 

since Ray Irani took that long flight 

west in 1953. In his day, he says, 

AUB was “well recognized as one 

of the best universities outside the 

United States—and it attracted the 

Irani took five 
years to say 
“yes” to Armand 
Hammer’s 
repeated overtures 
to become head 
of Occidental 
Petroleum’s 
chemical division.

best students from around the region, 

around the world really.”

 Now that the political situation 

in Lebanon is becoming more sta-

ble, Irani would once again like AUB 

to attract the best students from 

the region. “If you went to AUB in 

the 1940s and 1950s,” Irani says, 

“you met people from many different 

nations and cultures. We’re making 

a new effort to attract such students 

to study in Beirut, who will then 

return to their countries as ambas-

sadors for the University.” To bring 

the highest quality students, Irani 

reasons, AUB needs a first-rate fac-

ulty and modern facilities. The Ray R. 

Irani Oxy Engineering Complex, now 

under construction, is but one part of 

a larger effort. 

 In his own way, Ray Irani remains 

as private as Armand Hammer was 

public. With the exception of our 

45-minute conversation for MainGate, 

he almost never grants interviews. 

There aren’t any film crews follow-

ing him around. In recent years, as 

executive compensation has come 

under increased scrutiny, he’s been 

mentioned in the press as one of 

the highest paid CEOs in the United 

States. But in his career, as in his life 

as a scientist, executive, philanthro-

pist, and volunteer, he’s let his deeds 

speak for him. 

 And his friends, like Hutham 

Olayan, who says: “He is a man 

of wisdom and vision.”

AUTHOR

Jeffrey Lott lives in Delaware with his 

wife and a gray cat named Arcturus. 

He is currently writing a book about 

Swarthmore College, where he edited the 

alumni magazine for more than 20 years. 
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and interviewed me again. Peggy later 

said the “hangover” actually sold them 

on me as it indicated I wasn’t a prude. 

Beirut is a sophisticated city, and they 

felt I could fit into any situation.

I started in the fall of 1960. I was 

met by Mr. Barbir. He was a greeter and 

he did lots of odd jobs for the University. 

Then I moved into a faculty apartment on 

Abdul Aziz Street, and stayed there one 

year, before moving to Ain el-Mreisseh, 

which was near the women’s dorms, 

where I stayed for a year. I met with 

women trustees all the time, whenever 

they came over to Beirut for meetings, 

and I had a women’s education commit-

tee come to my apartment for lunch one 

day. I lived in a very old building with a 

rickety elevator, kind of decrepit looking, 

and I let it drop that I understood the 

dean of men was getting a housing 

allowance but I was not. The next week 

I got a call from the President’s Office: 

If I would move, I would get a housing 

allowance. So I moved. 

Worldly 
Woman

MainGate: When did you first 

arrive at AUB and what were your 

first impressions?

Mary Robinson: I was working as an 

assistant dean of women at Oregon 

State University, and I saw the AUB 

job opening. I had been to Beirut in 

the 1950s as a tourist, so I’d seen the 

University and knew what it was like 

there. When I applied for the position, 

they wrote back that they wanted 

somebody who already had the full 

title – dean of women. So, I moved to 

Eastern Washington University as the 

dean of women there. 

I was there just one year and the 

AUB job was still open. So I applied 

again and I was interviewed in Spokane 

by a trustee, Margaret Weyerhaeuser 

Jewett. Then I spoke with another 

trustee, Peggy Smith, and in New York 

with Paul Leonard, AUB’s president. I’d 

been to a party a friend had for me, and 

I think I probably looked a little hung 

over, so they flew down to Philadelphia 

A visit to AUB in 1951 changed the 

course of Mary Robinson’s life. 

Already a world traveler, she’d 

toured the infamous Nuremberg 

courtrooms, slept out in camping 

bags on London’s Russell Square, 

and watched Sir Laurence Oliver 

play Hamlet in a Danish castle, but 

nothing, she says, prepared her 

for coming back to 1960s Beirut as 

dean of women.

Center photo: Robinson at a Laura Bustany Hall party (1963)Center photo: Robinson at a Laura Bustany Hall party (1963)
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What was the biggest change you 

noticed during your nine years at 

AUB?

More women. When I started, there 

were maybe 400 women students. 

When I left, there were over 1,000. 

There wasn’t much of an increase 

in women faculty in that time. There 

weren’t many at all. It wasn’t like now. 

I dealt with trustees a lot and 

I remember John Case, head of 

Standard Oil. He had a donor who was 

willing to give money for a new dorm, 

if it would enforce restricted hours for 

those people from more conservative 

countries. And I said, no. I didn’t want 

to do that, because that was part of the 

reason I came to AUB to help students 

make choices and to take responsibility. 

I thought maybe I would be out the 

door, but he didn’t do anything about 

it. And they didn’t build the separate 

dorm. I had been approached by the 

Jordanian attaché to do the same thing 

and I said no then too, of course.

What other memorable 

experiences did your time at AUB 

make possible?

I had been driving the same car, 

my trusty Opel (a small version of 

a Chevrolet), since I came over to 

Germany to work for the US Army, so I 

could get around a lot and I went to the 

mountains and visited friends. I was 

also on the board of the Beirut YWCA, 

and I helped start the women’s student 

organization at AUB.

What do you imagine your 

students most remember about 

their interactions with you? 

I came to know the students pretty well, 

because I went down to the dorms. 

I’d go to all their parties, and they had 

teas in the dorms every 

Sunday afternoon and 

the men would come as 

well for tea and cook-

ies. While I was there, 

they built Mary Dodge 

Hall and Boustany 

Hall, named after Emile 

Boustani, a trustee later 

killed in an air crash. I had 

to really search to find a 

student who could speak 

classical Arabic, because 

everyday speech is col-

loquial, so it took me a while to find 

someone who could speak in formal 

Arabic at the naming ceremony.

What do you remember about the 

1967 war?

AUB was celebrating its 100th anniver-

sary in May with lectures, one of which 

was held at the School of Agriculture. 

In the midst of the talk, the doors were 

thrown open and a student announced 

the war was on. The Sudanese women 

students ran out crying because they 

realized they’d have to leave. 

I went down to the dorm to see 

what I could do and there were about 

500 students massed on the tennis 

courts in front of Boustany as the 

American Embassy was right beyond 

the tennis courts. They were really 

upset because they’d heard a rumor 

(which was true) that the American 

planes had flown over Syria and Egypt 

to keep those countries from sending 

military flights to bomb Israel. They 

came into the dorms and wanted to 

get coke bottles out of the machine, so 

they could fill them with gas and throw 

them at the embassy. There was noth-

ing that could be hurt at the embassy 

except the wooden shutters on the 

windows. The housekeeper there did 

not want to give them the bottles, but 

I said, “They’re going to do it anyway, 

so let’s not make trouble.” I remember 

one of the students got hurt, so they 

came in and wanted a stretcher to 

take the student up to the hospital. 

The housekeeper again didn’t want to 

give it to them, but I said “No, let’s give 

it to them.”

In the meantime, there was this 

massive group of students on the tennis 

courts, and I was concerned that it 

would get out of hand. I finally called up 

to the president’s house because most 

of the top administrators were there, 

and I told them we needed some help 

down here. They never wanted to call 

the police onto the campus, because 

it was sacred territory, but they brought 

in six members of what they call Squad 

16. They were very tall and they wore 

red berets and they came in and sort of 

elbowed the students up the street and 

down past the School of Agriculture. 

They didn’t realize that the school was 

the staging area, so they went right past 

it, fortunately, and nothing happened. 

Of course, I had a lot of work 

to do that time getting the students 

out, all but the Lebanese who could 

go home. I had never registered with 

Robinson, center, at a reception for international students (1963)
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the US Embassy myself as to where I 

was living or anything, so I was never 

sent a notice to leave. Everybody else 

pretty much left. They canceled sum-

mer school so a lot of the students 

didn’t come back until the fall. I stayed 

through the troubles, and after every-

body left, it was very, very quiet. There 

were no trains, no boats, no planes 

for at least a week. I remember this 

one Jordanian student had slipped me 

a note under the door. It read: “Dear 

Ms. Robinson, may I please have 

an American roommate when I come 

back in the fall?” And it sort of told you 

that, in spite of the troubles and the 

blaming of the US, they still liked us as 

individuals.

Later on, after the students had 

returned, some of them occupied West 

Hall where my office was located. As I 

went in one day, they serenaded me 

with “Mrs. Robinson,” the Simon & 

Garfunkel song from “The Graduate,” 

released just that year.

When did you leave AUB?  Have 

you been back?

I left in August of 1969, I think, but 

I came back in 1972 or 1973, and 

I stayed with a friend in Hasbaya, a 

Lebanese woman whom I had known 

and who died only a few months ago 

at the age of 100. Thanks to her, I had 

a real picture of what was happening 

in Lebanon. I visited again just a few 

years ago, and I also went to Bahrain 

and the Emirates and Oman. I enjoy 

going to those countries a great deal.  

Whom do you particularly 

remember working with at AUB?

Mary Mansour Halabi, my secretary for 

quite a while. She’s retired now. She 

was a wonderful secretary. Before a 

student came in, she would tell me how 

to pronounce each name correctly.

I worked with Levon Melikian, a 

most helpful counselor and professor. I 

also worked with Michel Shamaa when 

he was the adviser to men students, sort 

of my counterpart. He taught me a lot. 

I remember one time a Saudi student 

came in and he closed the door, which 

was unusual. I said, “Is there something 

I could do to help you?” and he said 

he was looking for a bride. Eventually, I 

asked him what he was looking for in a 

bride. And he left me this note, which I 

still have. He said he wanted a person 

who was as educated as he was or at 

least had a degree, somebody light-

skinned, and good looking. I told him 

to come back later and then I talked to 

Michel about it. He said, “Mary, don’t 

touch that with a long pole.”

What impact has AUB had on 

your life?

It was just the experience of a lifetime. 

Just before I decided to go, I was 

admitted to the University of Michigan 

to do a PhD and I chose to go to 

Beirut instead. I was never sorry. 

—S.M.

Partnerships
Roots Group Scholarship

I am an AUB alumnus (BEN ’86), the husband of an AUB alumna, Rana Hussami  (BA PSPA ’89) and the parent 
of two AUB students (Yasmin and Lina).  My many years in the “real world” has not only enabled me to appreciate 
the memories I created sitting at West Hall or waiting anxiously outside of the infamous Nicely 500, but also to fully 
appreciate AUB’s educational excellence. It is for both reasons that I have chosen to give back by establishing a 
handful of scholarships to provide students who excel academically with the funds to gain a lifetime of memorable 
and beneficial experiences that will open many doors.

We established the Roots Group Scholarship in the name of the company that I joined in 1986 and have led as 
CEO and been a board member of since 2004. Our support for students at AUB springs from the fact that many Roots 
Group board members and employees are AUB alumni. My support for AUB goes deeper to a more personal level: In 

honor of my late mother, I established two Wahida Fansa Scholarships in 2011 and 2012 to fulfill her wishes to help 
students who are dedicated to learn but lack financial resources.

I always believed that everyone was entitled to an education. It is for this reason that I also believe that AUB should 
not only be for students who can afford it financially, but for all those who are qualified. Ousama Fansa

Giving makes a dif ference. 
Contact giving@aub.edu.lb to learn more. give.aub.edu

for AUB
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Big Game, 1968 and 2012

The annual football game that pits the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture against the  Faculty of Arts and Sciences, 

Olayan School of Business, Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences and Faculty of Medicine took to the field this year before 

packed stands, a marching band, and yes, AUB's new cheerleading team. The FAS/OSB/FAFS/FM team bested FEA 1-0. 

More On-lineMore On-line
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NORTH AMERICA

Baltimore and Washington, DC | 01 On June 3, 

the WAAAUB Baltimore and Washington, DC chap-

ters held their annual joint picnic at Sandy Point 

State Park in Annapolis, Maryland.

Indiana | 02 The chapter held its annual gathering at 

the Canal Bistro on May 27 in Broad Ripple, Indiana. 

Michigan | 03 On April 27, the Michigan Chapter 

hosted a dinner to honor outgoing 2010-12 and 

incoming 2012-14 Leadership Committee 

members.

Recently Elected 
WAAAUB Michigan Chapter 
Manal Assi (BS ’91, MD ’95), President 
Mahmud Rahman (former student), Vice President
Abir Assi (BS ’96), Treasurer 
Ramez Sabra (BS ’00), Secretary
Rima Jibaly (BS ’85, MD ’89), Member at Large

Montreal | 04 Ibrahim Gedeon (BEN ’86), chief 

technology officer of TELUS, was the guest speaker 

at a chapter gathering at Le Square Phillips Lounge 

in Montreal on April 18. Gedeon is pictured in the 

middle surrounded by fellow Montreal alumni.

Recently Elected
WAAAUB Montreal Chapter 
Zeina Shbaklo (BA ’02, MPH ’04), President
Wissam Shaar (BEN ’02), Vice President 
Nagham Sayour (BS ’06, MA ’09), Treasurer 
Aline Khayat (MS ’05), Secretary
Johnny Kairouz (BBA ’02), Member at Large

New England | 05  On June 1, alumni from the New 

England Chapter attended a dinner at the Harvard 

Club in Boston to learn details of the launching of 

AUBMC 2020 presented by AUB VP/FM Dean 

Mohamed Sayegh.

New York Tri-State Area  | 06  The WAAAUB New 

York Metropolitan Chapter hosted a book signing at 

the AUB New York Office on May 8. Hana El Hibri 

(former student ’76), author of A Million Steps: 

Discovering the Lebanon Mountain Trail, discussed 

01

02

04

03

05



53M a i n G a t e  S u m m e r  2 0 1 2 www.aub.edu.lb/maingate |

her experiences with alumni and friends from the 

New York metropolitan area.

North Carolina | 07 On April 8, the North Carolina 

Chapter held its annual Easter cookout and 

egg hunt. 08 On April 20, the North Carolina 

Chapter represented AUB at the North Carolina 

Lebanese Festival. Left to right: Aref Abdul-Baki, 

PhD (BS ’56) and his wife Lola.

Recently Elected
WAAAUB Northern California Chapter 
Nabil Saad, PhD (BS ’89, BS ’94), President 
Youssef Zeidan (BS ’01), Vice President 
Ziad Zein (BEN ’06), Treasurer 
Ziad Al Bawab (BEN ’01), Secretary
Richard Kadi (BEN ’98), Member at Large

Recently Elected
WAAAUB North Texas-Dallas Chapter 
Nina Al-Saghir Salhab (BS ’90), President 
Lara Hassan (BS ’91), Vice President
Hisham Musallam (BEN ’90), Treasurer 
Lina Abi Mosleh (BS ’01, MS ’03), Secretary
Sawsan Bahlawan-Seikaly (BSN ’81), Member at Large
Lina Bichara (BBA ’93, MBA ’96), Member at Large 
William Bichara (BA ’90), Member at Large
Caroline Najour Mubarak (MA ’01), Member at Large

Ohio Valley | On April 21, the chapter invited AUB 

Trustee HE Marwan Muasher, PhD (former stu-

dent), to Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio to 

speak about “The Arab Awakening: One Year On.” 

The event was co-sponsored by Ohio State 

University’s Middle East Studies Center, the 

Mershon Center for International Security Studies, 

and the Departments of History and of Near 

Eastern Languages and Cultures. 09 Left to right: 

Melinda McClimans (assistant director, Middle East 

Studies Center, Ohio State), Hala Zahreddine (BS 

’99, MD ’01), Hassan Aly (professor of economics, 

Ohio State), Craig Jenkins (director, Mershon 

Center for International Security Studies, Ohio 

State), and AUB Trustee Marwan Muasher.

Philadelphia/Delaware Valley | 10  President and 

Mrs. Peter Dorman attended the annual banquet of 

the WAAAUB Philadelphia/Delaware Valley Chapter 

06
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09
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on March 17.  Around 90 alumni and friends attend-

ed the banquet and enjoyed an event-filled evening 

organized by chapter VP Samir Akruk (BS ’65, MS 

’67) and committee member Asma Ghannam (BS 

’82). Left to right:  Kathy Dorman, Peter Dorman, 

and Nasri Kawar (BS ’56, MS ’59), cutting the cake 

with members of the Philadelphia/Delaware Valley 

Chapter. 11  On May 19, the chapter held its fifth 

happy hour at the home of Executive Committee 

member Asma Ghannam (BS ’82) and her husband 

Musa Ghannam, MD (BS ’77). About 25 alumni 

and friends attended, including several young alumni 

who recently joined the chapter. First row, left to 

right: Suzan Juraydini (BS ’84), Hanan Saab (BS 

’82, MPH ’84), Suad Kawar, Asma Ghannam (BS 

’82), Musa Ghannam (BS ’77), Lamees Shibel. 

Second row, left to right: Ahmad Shibel (BBA 

’98), Elias Atallah, Bahij Madany, Lorena Hannush, 

Samir Akruk (BS ’65, MS ’67), Vera Akruk, Nasri 

Kawar (BS ’56, MS ’59), Pascal Jabbour, Maria 

Jabbour, Monica Hannush, Eddy Hannush, and 

Sadeer Hannush.

Recently Elected
WAAAUB Washington DC Chapter 

Hady Khoury (BS ’94, MS ’99) President
Firas Maksad (BA ’02) Vice President
Nada Abi Samra (MA ’06) Treasurer 
Gustave Cordahi (BEN ’07) Secretary
Lynne Muasher (BA ’82) Member at Large
Nadim Samara (BS ’02), Member at Large

EUROPE

Germany | 12 The chapter hosted a two-day event 

in Berlin, April 21-22.  Chapter President Abdallah 

Bou Saleh (BEN ’06) delivered opening remarks 

and introduced the members of the Executive 

Committee. Following chapter meetings, a dinner 

was held at the Qadmus Restaurant, Berlin. 

Lebanese Ambassador HE Ramez Dimechkié (BA 

’72) graciously hosted participants for a brunch at 

his residence on the final day. Chapter members 

and friends are pictured.

Paris | 13  Nassif Hitti, PhD (BA ’75, MA ’77) 
14 Left to right: Abdel Wahab Smadi (BEN ’85) and 

Peter Dorman. On March 25, the chapter hosted a 

11

12

1413
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brunch at Le Cercle de l’Union Interalliée in Paris. 

Chapter President Dima Daouk (BA ’83) presented 

awards to the following outstanding alumni who 

reside in Paris: Ambassador to the Arab League in 

France Nassif Hitti, PhD (BA ’75, MA ’77), Deputy 

Chief of Mission to the Lebanese Embassy in France 

Ghady Khoury (BA ’89), CEO of REDA Chemicals 

Abdul-Wahhab Smadi (BEN ’85), and associate 

professor of mathematics, Université Paris II –

Panthéon-ASSAS and Sorbonne Université Nayla 

Hayek Abu Chahine (BS ’80, MS ’83).   

MIDDLE EAST

FEA Chapter| 15 More than 150 engineering alumni, 

students, and friends, including Prime Minister Najib 

Mikati (BBA ’79, MBA ’80) attended the WAAAUB- 

FEA Chapter gala dinner on May 18 at the Four 

Seasons Hotel, Beirut. Taha Mikati (BEN ’68) 

received the Distinguished Alumnus Award. Left to 

right: Peter Dorman, Taha Mikati (BEN ’68), Samir 

Traboulsi, PhD (BEN ’73, MEN ’75, MBA ’80).

MEMA | 16 At the 45th Middle East Medical Assembly 

(May 3-6), Rabih O. Darouiche (BS ’80, MD ’84) 

was honored with the AUB Alumni Medical Chapter’s 

Gold Medal Award in recognition of his distinguished 

career of scholarly achievement. Darouiche is triple-

board certified in medicine, infectious disease, and 

spinal cord injury medicine. He is a VA Distinguished 

Service Professor of Medicine, Surgery, and Physical 

Medicine & Rehabilitation; the founder and director 

of the Center of Prostheses Infection at Baylor 

College of Medicine; and a staff physician in Medical 

and Spinal Cord Injury Care at the Michael E. 

DeBakey VA Medical Center, in Houston, Texas. 

Abu Dhabi | 17 On May 24, the Alumni Association 

of Abu Dhabi held its 25th annual gala dinner spon-

sored by His Highness Sheikh Nahyan Mabarak Al 

Nahyan. More than 800 alumni and friends attend-

ed the event. The guest of honor was the executive 

chairman of Arabtec, AUB Trustee Riad Kamal.      

Bahrain | 18 The AUB Alumni Society of Bahrain 

held its annual gala dinner on April 25 at the Al Bayan 

School. More than 200 alumni attended the event. 

15
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Beqa’a | 19 The chapter held an afternoon tea on 

family health and wellness issues at the Masabki 

Hotel, Chtoura. More than 150 AUB alumni, family, 

and friends gathered to hear Faisal El Kak (BS ’83, 

MS ’85, MD ’90) and Caral Vartamian speak on 

health and fitness.

Dubai | 20 The chapter gala was held on May 10 at 

the Al Bustan Rotana Hotel in Dubai. The event’s 

scholarship auctions yielded more than 40 scholar-

ships for AUB students. Left to right: Amer Bibi 

(BBA ’72), Imad Baalbaki (BBA ’85, MBA ’87), 

Nabil Dajani (BA ’57, MA ’60), George Helou (BS 

’75), Najat Zaarour (BA ’68), Raja Trad (BA ’78), 

Peter Dorman, and Nasser Saidi (BA ’72).

Eastern Province, KSA | 21 The chapter held its 

annual gala dinner on March 8. More than 600 

alumni and friends attended. Standup comedian 

Nemr Bu Nasar (BBA ’05) put a smile on everyone’s 

face. During the event the chapter recognized com-

mittee members for their continuous support. Left to 

right: Fadi Bitar (BS ’82, MD ’86), Tawfik El Zein

(BS ’73, MD ’77), and Marwan Gholmieh (BA ’69). 

Jeddah | 22 On April 3, the chapter hosted 

“Re:Made,” a fashion show that featured clothes 

made out of re-purposed materials by students 

from various international schools. Dina Tabbara 

Zameli (BA ’85, MBA ’91) conceived and executed 

this highly creative and successful event. 

Riyadh | 23 The newly elected WAAAUB Riyadh 

Chapter held its inaugural event on April 26 at the 

Kingdom Compound, Riyadh. Nearly 450 alumni 

and friends attended the dinner party.

Recently Elected
WAAAUB Jeddah Chapter 

Eddy Moufarrej (BBA ’99), President 
Ghiath Refai (BBA ’00), Vice President
Johny Akik (BEN ’93), Treasurer
Hiba Dandachli Hariri (BS ’04), Secretary

Members at Large:
Faisal Al Hariri (BBA ’01), Omar Ardati (BBA ’08), Fadi 
Hatoum (BBA ’99), Mouine Jaber (BEN ’91), Mazen 
Kachmar (BBA ’09), Amer Mahmassani (BEN ’82), Zeina 
Safa Mardini (BS ’96), and Sirine Salam Mikati (BBA ’03)
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As a student, 

a l u m n u s , 

admin ist ra-

tor, and pro-

fessor, Nabil 

Dajani has 

been an active member 

of the AUB community for 

more than 50 years. In an 

interview following reunion 

weekend he reflects on the 

University and the many hats 

he wears.

From his office window 

at the Worldwide Alumni 

Association of the American 

University of Beirut (WAAAUB) 

on Bliss Street, Nabil Dajani 

has a panoramic view over-

looking AUB’s campus. But it 

is his more than five decades 

at AUB that gives him an inti-

mate perspective on its past, 

present, and future. 

For Dajani, AUB is 

home. He graduated 55 years 

ago, representing one of sev-

eral generations of Dajanis 

who have been educated at 

AUB. He was first involved as 

an alumni leader in the 1970s 

when he was elected gen-

eral secretary of the alumni 

association. When WAAAUB 

was formed five years ago, 

he took an immediate inter-

est in assuming a leadership 

position. He served on the 

board before being elected 

president in 2011. 

“I’ve always been con-

cerned about strengthen-

ing the alumni association 

and I was always in favor 

of having a global body that 

caters to all alumni,” he 

says. “WAAAUB is a clearing 

house… We try to cater to 

[alumni] needs and devel-

op their link with their alma 

mater by informing them 

about the needs and devel-

opment at the University.”

WAAAUB maintains 

constant communication 

with alumni and holds regular 

events, which culminate in 

an annual reunion weekend 

celebration. 

Reunion weekend is 

an important opportunity for 

the University and alumni to 

connect with one another. 

The events–including the ring 

ceremony, panel discussions, 

social functions and gather-

ings pictured here–provide a 

platform for communication. 

Although WAAAUB operates 

autonomously it serves AUB 

and operates within policies 

set by the university’s Board 

of Trustees. WAAAUB pro-

vides alumni with mentoring 

and networking and gives 

feedback to the University. 

Dajani says the spirit of free 

expression valued at AUB has 

allowed him and other alumni 

to contribute to discussions 

about the University’s future. 

“I may disagree with cer-

tain decisions of the University 

but I have the freedom to disa-

gree and can discuss my dis-

agreement with them,” Dajani 

said. “Although WAAAUB 

does not interfere much in 

AUB’s academic affairs, 

we, of course, can express 

our concerns. But, just as 

we are autonomous, AUB is 

autonomous too. Right now, 

our concern at WAAAUB is 

to strengthen the ties with 

AUB and between the various 

alumni communities.”

These ties have greatly 

benefitted the AUB communi-

ty. They have helped connect 

job seekers with employers. 

They have brought alumni 

back to the University for 

leadership positions such 

as the dean of the medi-

cal school and the provost. 

Perhaps most importantly, it 

has reminded alumni such as 

Talal Farah (BA  ’62), presi-

dent of the WAAAUB London 

Chapter, who celebrated his 

class reunion in 2012, of all 

that AUB has given to its 

students.

“AUB gave me the skills 

so I was able to sail into life. I 

was also able to fall back unto 

these skills whenever I need-

ed them,” Farah said. “I’m not 

the only alumnus who would 

say this. Many share this con-

viction. That is why we have 

never forgotten AUB.”

—A.B.

REUNION2012 The Long View

 Preparing for the Class of 1982 Commencement Ceremony
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Dean Iman Nuwayhid  (BS ’80, MD ’84)  meets FHS 
graduates during Homecoming Brunch.

HE Raya Haffar (BBA ’87), 
(far left),  and fellow class-
mates celebrate their 25th 
Reunion during the Reunion 
Honoring Ceremony.

Katie Economidou surprised her fellow `82 classmates 
with a stirring performance of Schubert’s “Ave Maria.”

One last dance at the gala dinner

The Reunion Honoring Ceremony was dedicated to 
alumni celebrating their 50th, 25th and 5th reunion years. 
Keynote speakers for the evening included Talal Farah (BA 
’62), Raya Haffar (BBA ’87) and Rima Karaki (TD ’07).

Zubeida Barmania (MA ’67) joined alumni Ashraf Ghani 
and Raya Haffar for a panel discussion entitled ”The AUB 
Experience Across Time and Borders”, which was hosted 
by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and moderated by 
Makram Rabah (BA ’03, MA ’07).

Ricardo Karam (BS ’91), emcee for the 1982 commence-
ment ceremony, welcomes WAAAUB Board member 
Flare Majali (BA ’75) and her sister Lina Zawati Shammaa 
(BAR '80) to the reunion gala dinner.
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Reem Acra, (BBA ’82), Class 
of 1982 Commencement 
ceremony keynote speaker

Ashraf Ghani (BA ’73, MA 
’77) addresses the class of 
1982. 

A friendly AUB cat joins the 
Reunion celebrations.

A mariachi band provided the 
entertainment at the Reunion 
Brunch. 

The Green Oval was trans-
formed in preparation for the 
Reunion Gala.

Reunion 2012 was the set-
ting for the launch of the 
AUB Store which will be sell-
ing AUB branded goods to 
alumni around the world and 
on campus.  

Graduates from the 
Faculty of Medicine 
class of 1982 cele-
brate Commencement 
with Deputy VP/Dean 
Ziyad Ghazzal (BS ’79, 
MD ’82)

Overheard...

“It’s as if we turned back time.” 

—Lilas Mahagmi (BEN ’82)

“I feel young again, and it feels like we are 

starting new lives.” 

—Ghada Shayban (BEN ’82)

“Even in the most difficult periods that Lebanon 

experienced, AUB maintained a solid repu-

tation and continued to deliver educational 

excellence by promoting analytical thinking, 

leadership and entrepreneurship.” 

—HE Raya Haffar (BBA ’87) 

“I remember sitting on the stairs at West Hall, 

where we students used to hang out, and I 

remember the openness and friendship. It was 

a social turning point in my life.  I used to be 

shy, but AUB opened me up.” 

—Rola Halabi Chaaban (BA ’87)

“I am always here enjoying the campus, the 

nicest place in the city.  It’s like I never left.” 

—Mohammad Kabbani (BEN ’62, MEN ’67)

“I wish all my friends [from AUB] were here and 

only some of us came, but my son is here. I 

think we’re the only ones who actually have the 

chance to graduate having our children with us 

instead of our parents. It’s a great opportunity; 

thanks to AUB for everything.” 

—Seta Sarkissian (BA ’82)

“It’s very emotional. If you put all the campuses 

and all the schools together it wouldn’t match 

life experience, but we had the seeds and we 

developed them. And AUB gave us the seeds. 

So this is a fantastic moment.” 

—Joseph Musalli (BBA ’82) 
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Nicholas Xitas (BBA ’68) 

is a public speaking consult-

ant who lives in Nicosia, 

Cyprus. He has three sons. 

Xitas invites old friends and 

classmates to contact him.  

[mecepus(at)cytanet.com.cy]

Looking for old friends 
and classmates!

1 9 7 0 s
Nabile Kereknawi (BS ’70, 

MS ’74) received his under-

graduate degree in biology 

and chemistry and his mas-

ter’s in food technology. He is 

general manager at Squab 

National Catering Company 

in Quebec, Canada, where 

he lives with his wife Ferial 

Osman. They have two sons: 

Mazan, born in 1974, and 

Tarek, born in 1978. 

[Nkereknawi(at)hotmail.com] 

Marwan Hayek (BA ’72, MS 

’74) writes, “After almost 35 

years in the investment bank-

Mohammad Vandal (BAR 

’64) is president of Pervaiz 

Vandal & Associates, 

Architects & Planners 

in Lahore, Pakistan. He 

worked at the Department of 

Architecture at the University 

of Engineering & Technology 

in Lahore until 1992 when he 

joined the World Bank as a 

consultant.  In 2004, he left 

the World Bank to actively 

pursue his own practice as 

an architect.  With his wife 

Sajida, Vandal continues to 

teach and practice as an 

architect and an academic.  

[pvandal59(at)gmail.com] 

1 9 5 0 s
Saadiah Khawar Khan 

Chishti, PhD (MA ’59) is 

retired. She was formerly a 

professor and a chairperson 

of the Commission for the 

Establishment of a Women's 

University in Pakistan. She 

was the only two-term female 

member of the Council of 

Islamic Ideology, an advisory 

council to Pakistan’s parlia-

ment. As such, she was an ex 

officio member of parliament. 

Chishti participated in AUB’s 

Understanding Contemporary 

Islam program as an Islamic 

scholar at Linfield College 

and was a senior fellow at 

Harvard University and at 

Oxford University. She cur-

rently writes physics text 

books for undergraduate and 

graduate students.

1 9 6 0 s   
Hamida Mahmood Amanat 

(MA ’64) has been married to 

M. Sharif Amanat, PhD (BS 

’64) for 46 years. They live 

in New York City and New 

Jersey and have four children: 

Irfan, Omar, Ozi, and Sana. 

She writes, “Thanks for the 

opportunity to relive the beau-

tiful past we had at the grand 

old AUB campus. Those were 

the days of wine and roses 

(and so much more). They 

were the days of our youth 

and glory! Just the memory 

of those days is enough to 

brighten any day of our lives 

now.” [amma234(at)aol.com]

A warm farewell to Dean George K. Najjar (BA ’69, MA ’71) who is 

leaving the helm of the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business to assume 

responsibilities as provost of Lebanese American University. The founding 

dean of OSB, Najjar made significant contributions to developing business 

education at AUB and higher education in the region. Under his visionary 

leadership, OSB successfully transitioned to an independent school of 

business, attracted philanthropic support to create AUB’s first named faculty, 

and inaugurated state-of-the-art facilities in 2009. That same year, OSB’s 

undergraduate and graduate degree programs, including its groundbreaking 

Executive MBA (EMBA), were accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business, the leading 

international accrediting body that recently appointed Najjar to its prestigious Pre-Accreditation Committee. 

In addition to his AUB degrees in public administration, Najjar holds a doctorate in management from the 

University of Southern California. From 1997 to 2006, he headed the reconfigured Office of the Vice President 

for Regional External Programs, strengthening its focus to provide quality technical training and services to 

governments, corporations, and universities in countries throughout the Middle East. His broad experience and 

commitment to excellence in education have been recognized by the University of Sharjah, Dhofar University, 

and University College of Bahrain each of which has named him to their board of trustees. Thanks largely to 

Najjar’s tireless efforts, OSB is currently the leading business school in the Middle East, enjoying partnerships 

and collaborative agreements with top business schools in Europe and the United States. Najjar’s dynamism, 

dedication, and collegiality will be sorely missed. We wish him luck in his new endeavor. 
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Their son Sammy attends the 

American School in Riyadh. 

[faymik(at)hotmail.com]

Zeina Matar (BA ’79) is an  

 

independent consultant on 

cross cultural issues. In 1987, 

she earned a doctorate in 

Near Eastern Languages and 

Literature at New York 

University. Matar and her 

husband Gerhard Weber, 

PhD, have two sons and live 

in Stuttgart, Germany. 

[matar(at)zmic.de]

Nancy Mufarrij Younes (BS 

’79, MD ’84) is a renowned  

 

dermatologist. She and her 

husband Walid have two chil-

dren: Carla Younes (BBA 

ing and finance industry, I 

retired in 2007 to focus on 

managing my family office 

and portfolio. I split my time 

evenly between Bahrain and 

Jordan with a lot of traveling  

 

to Europe and other places in 

between for pleasure and 

business. I am always on the 

lookout for unique opportuni-

ties for investment and also 

for contributing to meaningful 

social charitable work.  I used 

to enjoy going to Faisal 

Restaurant on Bliss Street for 

lunch and to the Milk Bar on 

campus for a coffee. 

Unfortunately, these two 

places are no longer there. 

Also, Speaker’s Corner was a 

"must" weekly event. AUB 

was at its best in the early 

1970s."  [mshayek(at)google-

mail.com]

Maher-Mike Fayad (BEN 

’74) earned an MBA and a 

master’s in electrical engi-

neering from the University 

of Southern California. He 

works as a financial reporting 

manager at the King Faisal 

Specialist Hospital in Riyadh, 

Saudi Arabia. Fayad is mar-

ried to Lama El Chammah 

who has a BS from LAU. 

’09) (see Class Note in this 

issue) and Jorje.  They live in 

Lebanon. [nancy.mufarrij(at)

gmail.com]

1 9 8 0 s
Joseph Otayek (BEN ’84)  

 

is managing partner of Apis 

Health Consulting Group, a 

boutique consulting firm spe-

cializing in health care opera-

tional excellence. For the past 

16 years he was the CEO of 

Hotel-Dieu de France Hospital. 

Otayek holds an MBA from 

INSEAD in Fontainebleau and 

a master’s in biomedical engi-

neering from Compiegne 

University in France. He has 

authored several business 

articles in management jour-

nals and participated in 

numerous national and inter-

national conferences. [Joseph.

otayek(at)apis-health.com] 

Sami Tabsh (BEN ’84) is a 

professor of civil engineering 

at the American University 

of Sharjah (AUS), UAE. He 

earned an MS from Penn 

State in 1986 and a PhD in 

structural engineering from 

the University of Michigan in 

1990. He then worked for a 

consulting firm and taught 

at the University of Houston 

in Texas before joining AUS 

in 1999. Tabsh and his wife 

Sanaa Khalifeh have five chil-

dren and live in Sharjah, UAE. 

[stabsh(at)aus.edu]

1 9 9 0 s
Walid Maalouli (MD ’90) 

recently became chief 

medical officer (CMO) at La 

Rabida Children's Hospital 

in Chicago. Maalouli was 

formerly medical director 

of the Hospitalist Division 

at Children's Hospitals & 

Clinics of Minnesota.

Nadine Kondouroujian (BA 

’94) Soon after graduation, 

Kondouroujian began teaching 

in the United Arab Emirates. 

She and her husband George 

Makhlouf have six children. 

The happy family lives in Abu 

Dhabi. [nadinemakhlouf(at)

yahoo.com]
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Rola Al-Mekkawi Farhat 

(BA ’99, TD ’00) writes that 

AUB has always been her 

second home. She met 

her husband Firas Farhat 

(BS ’94, MD ’98) at AUB 

when he was a resident at 

AUBMC’s Department of 

Otolaryngology. They mar-

ried in 2002 and moved to 

Georgia, USA, where he 

completed his fellowship in 

rhinology and sinus surgery. 

After moving back to Beirut, 

Al-Mekkawi took a job at 

AUB. She is now working at 

Clemenceau Medical Center 

and at her husband’s clin-

ic in Chtaura. They live in 

Beirut with their two chil-

dren: Noura, born in 2004, 

and Husam, born in 2006. 

[rolaty(at)hotmail.com]

Nabil Michel Saliba (MMB 

’99) is a senior relation-

ship manager at Banque 

Libano-Francaise in Beirut. 

He was in private bank-

ing with American Express 

and Levant Private Banking 

2005-10.  Saliba is married 

to Rita Chaker; they have two 

daughters: Stephanie (18), 

who has just been accepted 

by FEA, and Andrea (16), 

who is still a student at 

College Louise Wegmann.  

[nrsaliba(at)inco.com.lb]

2 0 0 0 s 
Wael Kechli (BS ’04) Since

2004, Kechli has managed 

the family consumer electron-

ics and technology products 

business Afif Kichli & Sons. 

He recently launched the 

on-line business Casadehoy.

com. Kechli earned an MS 

in computer science from 

Beirut Arab University in 2008 

and an MS in management 

from Instituto de Empresa 

Business School in Madrid 

in 2010. He is currently the 

president of the IE Alumni 

Association in Lebanon and 

the cofounder of Alumni 

Central Association, which is 

a consortium of alumni from 

top schools who reside in 

Lebanon. Kechli is engaged 

to Ala'a Karout. [wael(at)

akichli.com]

Zeina Salam (BEN ’04) is  

a founder and senior land-

scape designer at Concepts, 

SARL. Her partner is fel-

low classmate Leila Abi 

Khuzam (BEN ’04). Salam 

and her spouse Adnan Al 

Dawalibi, who is an archi-

tect and graduate of Ecole 

Spéciale d'Architecture 

in Paris, have a baby 

boy, Kinan. They moved 

to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

last year. [zeina.salam(at) 

gmail.com]

Rabih Fakhreddine (BBA 

’06) was elected vice presi-

dent of the International 

Federation of Liberal Youth, 

which is one of the largest 

international youth organi-

zations in the world with 

branches in more than 100 

countries. Fakhreddine is the 

only representative from the 

Arab world in the organiza-

tion’s high-level administra-

tion. He has served on the 

WAAAUB Council and on its 

Outreach Committee.

Rami Abou Reslan (BS ’09)  

 

is a research statistician at 

the National Bank of Kuwait. 

He writes, “The habit of doing 

sports, respecting cultures, 

socializing, and seeking fur-

ther career development is 

still present from university 

days. I always look forward to 

revisiting campus and the 

streets of Beirut and to meet-

ing up with lifelong friends. 

[rami_ar_1(at)hotmail.com]

Jinan Al-Habbal (BA ’09)

is a doctoral student in 

international relations at the 

University of St. Andrews, 

Scotland. After receiving 

her BA in political studies, 

Al-Habbal received her mas-

ter’s in international affairs 

from the Lebanese American 

University in 2010. She 

writes, “Regardless of the 

years that pass by, the sense 

of belonging to AUB stays 

utterly strong. Special thanks 

to MainGate, which ensures 

Share your Facebook, LinkedIn and Skype account details with us so 
we can send you the latest news from AUB and keep you in touch with 
your fellow alumni.

Send your Facebook username, LinkedIn profile URL and Skype 

username to  alumnisocialmedia@aub.edu.lb

We know you're on Facebook, LinkedIn and Skype...
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that alumni remain part of 

the AUB community.” [jinan.

alhabbal(at)gmail.com]

Mervat Madi (MS ’09) After 

getting her master’s in math,

Madi enrolled in a PhD pro-

gram in electrical engineer-

ing. She is completing her 

thesis research at AUB and 

at CEA, a French govern-

ment-funded technological 

research organization. Madi 

recently constructed a cedar 

shaped antenna. She writes, 

“I always enjoy walking with 

family and friends within the 

natural portraits of the sea-

sons with an exquisite view 

of the sea. I have gathered 

beautiful memories within and 

around the campus walls.”

Nidal Mawas (BA ’09, MA 

’12) and Mariam El Ali (BA 

’09, MA ’12) met at AUB and  

were married on June 12.  He 

earned his degrees in politi-

cal studies and has served 

as president of the UNESCO 

Club, a member of the AUB 

reaccreditation committee, 

a staff writer at Outlook, 

Office of Communications 

web editor (since August 

2009), and a CEC instruc-

tor.  She is enrolled in AUB’s 

doctoral program in Arabic 

Language and Literature, and 

has served as a staff writer 

and Arabic editor-in-chief for 

Outlook, and as an instruc-

tor for the CAMES Summer 

Arabic Program.

Afif Tabsh (BS ’09) is a CEC 

instructor who teaches the 

Project Management 

Professional (PMP) course.  

He is also a project manage-

ment consultant and trainer 

for Oracle University’s 

Collaboration Management 

and Control Solutions course 

at AUB. Tabsh is the founding 

president of Aie Serve (www.

AieServe.org), a youth 

empowerment NGO with 

local and regional impact, 

and vice president of the 

board of the Lebanon chap-

ter of the Project Management 

Institute. He just finished his 

second year as a member of 

WAAAUB's Alumni Council.  

[ w w w . A f i f Ta b s h . c o m ] 

[afiftabsh(at)gmail.com]

Carla Younes (BBA’ 09) 

is currently working in the 

Marketing Department of 

Philip Morris International. She 

was previously recruitment 

manager for the Phoenicia 

InterContinental Hotel.  

Younes is based in Beirut. 

[carla.younes@gmail.com]

 R E C E N T L Y
H O N O R E D
Betty Dagher Majaj (DIPLM 

Nursing ’46) On the occasion 

of International Women’s Day 

Dagher was honored as 

Distinguished Woman of 

Jerusalem for 2012. The event 

was organized by the al-Mor-

taqa Organization for Women 

and took place at al-Hamra 

Palace in Jerusalem last 

March. It was attended by 

dignitaries from Jerusalem 

and the Palestinian National 

Authority. After graduating 

from AUB’s School of Nursing, 

Dagher married pediatrician 

and world-renowned research 

scientist Amin Majaj (MD 

’45). The couple moved to 

Jerusalem where Dagher has 

resided ever since. 

Volunteering for several chari-

table organizations, Dagher 

led the Jerusalem Princess 

Basma Center for Disabled 

Children from a small physio-

therapy facility into a national 

multi-service therapy, educa-

tion, and vocational training 

center for those with special 

needs in Palestine. She also 

encouraged staff to develop 

an international research pro-

gram on cerebral palsy. 

Since graduating from AUB, Hana'a Bou Nasr Ltayf (BAR ’04) 

has earned a master’s in Byzantine studies from the University of 

Oxford (2005) and an MBA from Hautes Etudes Commerciales, Paris 

(2009). Ltayf worked in the UAE in the construction and industrial 

manufacturing field where she currently resides with her husband Elie 

Ltayf. She is now a full-time mother of twins Karim and Maria, born in 

June 2011.
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Dagher dedicated her award 

to all Palestinian women in 

appreciation of their efforts to 

educate upcoming genera-

tions who will build the future 

Palestinian state. She is the 

sister of Dr. Fuad Dagher and 

FAFS Dean Emeritus Nuhad 

Dagher, the proud mother of 

Lina, Randa, Hala, and Saleh; 

and a grandmother of six. 

Margo Ajemian Babikian 

(DIPLM Nursing ’60), exec-

utive director of Ararat 

Nursing Facility, received 

the “Archbishop’s Award” 

for her exceptional service 

in nursing. The award was 

bestowed by HE Archbishop 

Hovnan Derderian of the 

Western Diocese of the 

Armenian Church. 

Eugenie Hosri (BA ’67) has 

been named businesswoman 

of 2012 by the financial mag-

azine Almal wal Alam. She is 

currently the chair of Sacotel, 

SARL, a telecommunica-

tions and security company 

in Lebanon that she founded 

in 1978. Hosri was honored 

for her great success in the 

electronics trade and her 

commitment to environmen-

tal sustainability. Her compa-

nies use biodegradable plas-

tics and support reforestation 

projects.  The granddaughter 

of Tanios Saad, who founded 

the International School of 

Choueifat in 1886, latterly the 

SABIS School System now 

operating in 15 countries on 

four continents, Hosri gradu-

ated from AUB with a degree 

in political studies. She has 

been on the administrative 

board of AUB’s President’s 

Club for more than ten years. 

With her husband Fernand 

Hosri (BA ’67) she estab-

lished a number of compa-

nies under the umbrella of 

the Hosri Group, which is run 

by Hosri, her husband, and 

their three children: Joumana, 

Ricardo, and Carine.

Suhayl Dhib-Jalbut (BS ’76, 

MD ’80) Professor and chair-

man of the Department of 

Neurology at the University of 

Medicine and Dentistry of New 

Jersey-Robert Wood Johnson 

Medical School, Dhib-Jalbut 

On Mother’s Day last March 21, the 80th birthday of composer Rima Nasir Tarazi (BA ’54) was celebrated at the Ramallah Cultural Palace in the 

West Bank at an event sponsored by the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music. The evening featured a screening of Composing History, Sawsan 

Qaoud’s documentary film of Tarazi’s life and work as seen against the poignant backdrop of Arab Palestinian struggles. Born in Jaffa in 1932, Tarazi 

recalls Jerusalem’s history as a cultural center for writers, composers, and musicians. She started piano lessons as a seven-year-old child with Salvador 

Arnita and then studied with Hanna Khatchadourian (the famous conductor and composer who was later known as Ohan Durian N'ark ) at Birzeit. She 

continued her piano studies in Paris with Marie Leduc and Lucette Descaves and learned composition at L’Ecole Cesar Franck. In 1954, she earned her 

AUB degrees in Arabic and psychology. During her college career, she starred in AUB Drama Club productions and served as president of the Women 

Students’ Organization in the early 1950s. 

In addition to her artistic body of work, Tarazi’s achievements include serving on the Executive Committee of the Society of Inash El Usra (for family 

welfare) founded by the late Samiha Khalil in 1965, the presidency of the YWCA and the General Union of Palestinian Women, co-founding the National 

Conservatory of Music (later renamed in Edward Said’s honor) in 1993, and her family’s establishment of the Birzeit School, now Birzeit University. 

Coming from a musical family, Tarazi’s sophisticated musical style was influenced by her early exposure to classical music and lifelong involvement 

with choirs. She became famous for her musical collaborations with renowned poets Kamal Nasir, Omar Abou Rishah, Aboulqassim Ash-Shabi,  Ibrahim 

Touqan, Fadwa Touqan, Mahmoud Darwish, and Samih El Qassem. As the situation in Palestine worsened, Tarazi was moved to write entirely original 

songs, including "al-Qouds Lana" (Jerusalem is Ours) and "Niyyalak ya Asfour" (I Envy You Oh Bird). “I was encouraged to pursue my compositions by 

the enthusiasm of the various choirs I was involved in and by the response of the audiences in Palestine and abroad… Every time I sat at the piano to 

impart my pains, I would recall the warmth of hope and determination radiating from the eyes of the children I would encounter when visiting families 

ravaged by the loss of loved ones, homes, and vineyards.  They uplifted my spirits and impelled me to end all of my songs on a hopeful note.”  Tarazi 

married the late Antone Tarazi (BA ’48, MD ’52), a prominent brain surgeon, in 1956. Their family includes four boys and six grandchildren. 
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 P U B L I S H E D  &
P R O D U C E D
Paul Crawford (Crapo) 

(BA ’70) Born in California, 

Crawford is a world traveler 

and educator. He has just 

published Wanderer: A Return 

of Ancient Voices; The First 

Book of the Beirut Quartet,   

an account of his feelings of 

connection to the preeminent 

Lebanese poet Kahlil Gibran, 

and his thoughts on the 

breakdown of the old world 

order and the creation of new 

world unity.  [www.outskirt-

spress.com/wanderer]

Ramsay Fawzie Bisharah 

(Post-doctoral fellowship 

AUBMC 1972-74) After 

earning his BS from Roland 

College in Florida and his PhD 

from the University of Iowa, 

Bisharah received a grant from 

the Commonwealth Fund and 

completed a post doctorate 

fellowship on parasitic dis-

eases at AUBMC. He went 

on to work for NASA at the 

Lunar Receiving Laboratory 

on Apollo Missions 14, 15, 

and 16. In 1974, he became 

an international health con-

sultant and worked for such 

organizations as the World 

Health Organization, the 

United States Agency for 

International Development, 

the United Nations 

Department for International 

Development, and UNICEF 

in countries throughout the 

Middle East. In addition to his 

professional life, Bisharah has 

a strong interest in the 19th 

century education and medi-

cal missionary movement in 

the Middle East.  His grand-

father, Pastor Farhud Ayoub 

Kurban (BA 1890), worked 

with Father Ludwig Johann 

Schneller, a preeminent 19th 

century European missionary 

to the Holy Land whose major 

contribution to the history of 

Palestine was the founding 

of the Syrian Orphanage (the 

Schneller Institute). This insti-

tution has grown into a major 

philanthropic organization in 

the region. Bisharah’s book, 

The Life and Work of Father 

Johann Ludwig, published by 

Rimal Publications [orders(at)

rimalbooks.com], is the first 

English translation of an earlier 

German and Arabic biography 

of Schneller. It includes addi-

tional material on the Schneller 

Institute’s recent history and 

biographies of some of its 

more famous alumni. Since 

1982, Bisharah has lived in 

London.  He is currently a 

senior health care consultant.  

Mishka Mojabber Mourani 

(Marie-Christine Mogabert)  

 

(BA ’76, MA ’81, DIPL 

Education ’83) is a busy writer 

and poet whose work has 

been widely published and 

anthologized. After earning 

degrees in English and educa-

tion at AUB, Mourani stayed in 

Beirut throughout the civil war 

years working as an educa-

tional consultant for 

International College (IC) help-

ing to set up schools and train 

teachers in Nigeria, Saudi 

Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 

Jordan, Oman, Syria, and Abu 

Dhabi before being appointed 

director of the IC Elementary 

School. Born in Alexandria, 

was named president-elect of 

the Americas Committees for 

Treatment and Research in 

Multiple Sclerosis (ACTRIMS), 

a nonprofit international organ-

ization promoting knowledge 

and research collaborations in 

multiple sclerosis. Dhib-Jalbut 

has been secretary/treasurer 

of ACTRIMS for the past three 

years and chaired its interna-

tional congress in Montreal in 

2008. He is also a member of 

the Executive Committee of 

the WAAAUB Philadelphia/

Delaware Valley Alumni 

Chapter.

Lina Shihabuddin (BS ’85, 

MD ’89) was recently elected 

a distinguished fellow of 

the American Psychiatric 

Association. A clinical asso-

ciate professor at Mount 

Sinai School of Medicine in 

New York, she is an expert 

in the fields of dementia, 

normal aging, and hospice 

and palliative medicine. 

Married to Abbas Shehadeh, 

MD, an interventional car-

diologist, Shihabuddin has 

three children: Sarah, Nancy, 

and Sami. They live in New 

Jersey and enjoy their yearly 

summer trips to Lebanon. 
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Egypt, her love of words 

began at an early age fostered 

by her multicultural Greek and 

Lebanese parents. Mourani’s 

writing deals with themes of 

identity and gender, war, and 

exile. Most recently, she co-

authored a poetry collection: 

Alone, Together (Kutub, 

Beirut, 2012) with Aida Y. 

Haddad (BA ’74). Mourani 

has also published Balconies: 

A Mediterranean Memoir (Dar 

An-Nahar, Beirut, 2009), 

Habiter Beyrouth? Parcours 

D’Ecriture (Assabil, Beirut, 

2010), La Mediterranee au 

Carrefour des Mots (Assabil-

Kitabat, 2011), and contribut-

ed to the anthology Lebanon 

Through Writers’ Eyes (Eland, 

UK, 2009). In addition, she did 

an English translation of 

Faiseur de Realites, the 

poems of Antoine Boulad 

inspired by the work of 

Mohammad Al Rawas, and 

edited and coauthored a 

series of books on English 

language instruction entitled 

Highlighting the English 

Language Program.

On the centennial of the sink-

ing of the Titanic, Joseyann 

Abi-Saab Brogard (BS ’84) 

wrote a poignant account of 

her great grandfather, Gerios 

Youssef Abi-Saab, who lost 

his life on the “ship of dreams” 

trying to escape the hardships 

of Ottoman rule. A shoemak-

er, Abi-Saab was planning to 

work in the steel mills of 

Youngstown, Ohio so that he 

could bring his family to 

America. There were approxi-

mately 165 Lebanese immi-

grants on the Titanic. 

According to survivor 

Shawneene Abi-Saab 

(Gerios’s cousin), the steerage 

accommodations were very 

good. The Arab passengers 

had the liveliest haflis or par-

ties and celebrated three on-

board weddings. Shawneene 

reported that when the ship 

struck the iceberg some first 

class male passengers “very 

finely dressed in their beautiful 

suits” came into the  

steerage department and 

 

“pushed and pulled us up to 

the deck.” She recalled that in 

the midst of chaos and confu-

sion, Abi-Saab maneuvered 

her into a lifeboat. In a desper-

ate attempt to save him, 

Shawneene offered him wom-

en’s clothing, but he refused, 

stating emphatically, “I was 

born a man and I will die as a 

man.” Legend has it that pas-

sengers from Lebanese vil-

lages danced the traditional 

dabke to the rhythm of a piper 

until the very end.  For more 

on this story, visit Brogard’s 

blog: [http://abisaab.word-

press.com]

Tarek Yamani (BS ’01) duti-

fully earned a degree in com-

puter science even though
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he knew that music was his 

true calling. His musical jour-

ney began with the Lebanese 

hip-hop band Aksser and the 

fusion group Fun Jan Shai, 

which he cofounded. Shortly 

after earning his BS from 

AUB, Yamani began to focus 

exclusively on jazz and impro-

vised music performing at 

various festivals and venues 

across Europe, the Middle 

East, North Africa, and the 

United States. He is the 

recipient of many prestigious 

awards and grants including 

the Givanas Foundation 

grant, the Andrea Elkenbracht 

award, the Huygens scholar-

ship, and the Prins Bernhard 

Cultuur Fonds award. Yamani 

was selected for the semi-

finals of the 2010 Montreux 

Jazz Piano Solo Competition 

and for the 2011 Betty Carter 

Jazz Ahead Residency for 

emerging jazz artists. He 

recently performed at 

UNESCO’s inaugural 

International Jazz Day in New 

York City, which featured 

such jazz greats as Herbie 

Hancock, Wynton Marsalis, 

and Wayne Shorter. Yamani 

was the grand prize winner of 

the 2010 Thelonious Monk 

Jazz Composer’s Competition 

for his composition Sama'i 

Yamani. The Tarek Yamani 

Trio just released its debut 

CD “Ashur” on Edict  

 

Records, which features 

unique arrangements of 

songs from the jazz, pop, and 

classical repertoire as well as 

Yamani's original composi-

tions. He is accompanied on 

the CD by Slovenians Goran 

Krmac on tuba, in place of 

the usual acoustic bass, and 

Kristijan Krajncan on drums. 

[http://www.tarekyamani.

com/]  
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Ghassan Tueni (BA ’45, 
DHL ’05) AUB mourns the 
loss of preeminent journal-
ist, statesman, alumnus, 
and AUB Trustee Emeritus 
Ghassan Tueni who passed 
away on June 8.

At the age of 25, Tueni 
was elected a member of 
parliament. He was dep-
uty speaker from 1953 to 
1957 and a member of the 
Lebanese delegation to the 
United Nations in 1957. He 
later served as deputy prime 
minister; head of several min-
istries under more than one 
government; and personal 
adviser to many Lebanese 
presidents. As Lebanon's 
ambassador to the United 
Nations (1977–82), Tueni 
negotiated United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 
425 that called for an imme-
diate withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from south Lebanon 
in 1978. For much of his 
multi-faceted, bold, and pro-
lific professional life, he was 
publisher and editor-in-chief 

in Beirut. She then shifted 
to a career teaching English, 
which she did for almost 
50 years. In the 1950s, 
she taught at International 
College (IC) in Beirut and 
then at Broummana High 
School. When she moved 
to England, she hosted a 
music program in Arabic at 
the BBC World Service, intro-
ducing western pop music to 
the Arab world. She returned 
to Lebanon in 1961 and 
resumed teaching at IC for 
more than 40 years. After 
her retirement from IC, she 
taught at AUB, Saint Joseph 
University, and Broummana 
High School. Lunt is survived 
by three children: Bernadette 
Lunt Ghorayeb, Gerald 
Lunt (BBA ’75), Irene Lunt 
Dahdah (MA ’78), and six 
grandchildren including two 
AUB graduates, Richard 
Dahdah (BBA ’02) and 
Bernard Dahdah (BBA ’07).

Samir-Charles Mishalany 
(BA ’45) Born in 1925, 
Mishalany passed away in 
London on May 6. He grad-
uated from AUB with hon-
ors and served as a head 
usher at Commencement. He 
also served on the Finance 
Committee of the AUB Alumni 
Association. Mishalany 
was the Beirut manager 

of An Nahar, an independent 
daily newspaper founded by 
his father Gebran in 1933.   

Throughout his life, 
Tueni was an active and trea-
sured member of the AUB 
community: as a lecturer in 
political science (1947-48), 
a dedicated member of the 
Board of Trustees (1988–
2002), a trustee emeritus, 
and a generous supporter 
of the University.  He was 
a keynote speaker at com-
mencement exercises (1993); 
speaker and guest of honor 
at Founders Day (2002), and 
an honorary degree recipient 
(Doctor of Humane Letters, 
2005). In addition to his AUB 
degrees, Tueni earned a 
master’s in philosophy from 
Harvard in 1947.  

AUB Board Chairman 
Philip Khoury commented, 
“Ghassan Tueni was without 
equal. It is truly the end of 
an era. On behalf of the 
Board of Trustees, we would 
like to express our sense 
of profound loss and sad-
ness, along with an expres-
sion of tremendous gratitude 
for having known this great 
man.” Tueni was the recipi-
ent of innumerable awards 
including the Lebanese 
Order of Merit (2009). He is 
survived by his second wife 
Shadia al-Khazen, his broth-
ers Walid and Sami, and four 
granddaughters.

Laure Kourani Lunt (BA 
’45)  passed away in April 
2011. Upon earning her 
degree in Arabic literature, 
she taught Arabic for a year 
at the Ahlieh School for Girls 

of the Legal & General Life 
Assurance Group (UK) until 
his retirement in 1985. He will 
be greatly missed by his fam-
ily and friends.

Afif Nsouli (BA ’42, MD ’46) 
passed away last March. 
In 1951 he moved to the 
United States to special-
ize in orthopedic surgery 
at New York Orthopedic 
Hospital, which was part of 
the Columbia Presbyterian 
College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. He returned to 
AUB in 1954 to establish 
its orthopedic surgery pro-
gram. In 1960, he became 
a member of the American 
College of Surgeons. Nsouli 
was a talented surgeon and a 
beloved teacher until his for-
mal, but never full, retirement 
from AUBMC in 1999. He 
came from a prominent Beirut 
family that included several 
well-known public figures. 
After an illustrious medical 
and academic career, he was 
recognized as an officer of 
Lebanon’s Order of the Cedar. 
Nsouli was predeceased by 
his wife Yusr Fouad Ladhki 
and his daughter Lina, the 
late wife of Tarif Nsouli (BS 
’70, MD ’74). He is survived 
by four of his five daughters: 
Rima, Muna (BA ’75, MA 
’79), Hana, and Nayla.   

Fadlou Albert Shehadi (BA 
’48) A philosopher, professor, 
and professional singer, 
Shehadi passed away on  
February 29 in Princeton, New 
Jersey. He earned a doctorate 
in philosophy at Princeton 
University and shortly thereaf-
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ter joined Rutgers University’s 
Department of Philosophy 
where he taught from 1953 
until his retirement in 1994. 

Shehadi was a preeminent 
and pioneering scholar of 
Islamic philosophy. He was 
equally committed to a musi-
cal career and throughout his 
life he maintained an active 
schedule of recitals through-
out North America, Europe, 
and Lebanon. An accom-
plished baritone, Shehadi 
trained at Beirut’s Institut de 
Musique, an affiliate of the 
École Normale de Paris; 
Julliard; McGill University on a 
Rockefeller Fellowship; and 
with Pierre Bernac in Paris. 
Shehadi is survived by his 
wife, neé Alison McDonald 
Shute; a daughter, Muna 

Shehadi Sill; and a son, 
Charles Henry.  

Kamel Fuad Muakkassa 

(BS ’70, MD ’74) passed 
away on May 14 in Akron, 
Ohio at the age of 62. A 
supremely gifted neurosur-
geon with diverse interests 
which he pursued with great 
passion and intellect, 
Muakkassa will be sorely 
missed by the many people 
whose lives he touched. He 
was the son of the late Fuad 
Kamel Muakkassa (MD 
’44) and Leila Hamadeh 
Muakkassa. The primary 
founder, president, and CEO 
of the Center for Neuro and 
Spine, Inc., Muakkassa was 
the former chief of pediatric 
neurosurgery at the Children’s 

Hospital of Akron, and 
cofounder of the 
Neuroscience Institute of the  
Akron General Medical 
Center. He performed more 
than 8,000 neurosurgical 
procedures; treated over 
10,000 pediatric and adult 
patients for spine, brain, and 
peripheral neurological disor-
ders; and pioneered a wide 
array of complex surgical 
procedures in the Akron 
area. Muakkassa completed 
a residency in general sur-
gery as chief resident at 
AUB, a residency in neuro-
surgery as chief resident at 
the Upstate Medical Center 
of New York, and a pediatric 
neurosurgery fellowship as 
chief fellow at the Hospital for 
Sick Children in Toronto, 
Canada. He served as asso-
ciate clinical professor in 
neurosurgery at Northeast 
Ohio Medical University and 
as chief of the Neurosurgery 
Division at Barberton Citizens 
Hospital and Mercy Medical 
Center. A member of several 
prestigious neurosurgical 
organizations and societies, 

Our LegacyOur LegacyOur LegacyOur LegacyOur Legacy
The founder of modern chemical research at AUB, Professor Costas Issidorides was a professor of organic 
chemistry from 1952 to 1986.  He is remembered as a talented researcher, generous mentor, valued colleague, 
and an exceptionally kind and generous person.  He is best known for his co-invention with AUB Chemistry 
Professor Makhluf Haddadin of the Beirut Reaction, a chemical reaction that led to the development of hundreds 
of anti-bacterial and anti-cancer compounds and earned more than 45 patents in 20 countries. "I established the 
Constantine H (Costas) and Bonnie Issidorides Chair in Organic Chemistry because I wanted to honor him as a 
scientist," says Bonnie Issidorides, "and give back to AUB and to Lebanon where we lived for so many years."  

Mrs. C.H. (Bonnie) Issidorides
Founder of the Constantine H (Costas) and Bonnie Issidorides Chair 

in Organic Chemistry at AUB

Many alumni and friends choose to remember loved ones, or honor their association with AUB by making a legacy gift.
Giving makes a difference. Contact giving@aub.edu.lb to learn more.

give.aub.edu

Muakkassa was the recipient 
of numerous awards includ-
ing the Summit County 
Award of Excellence for 
Outstanding Medical 
Services to the Community, 
Teacher of the Year Award, 
and an award for medical 
services to Bosnian war vic-
tims. He was also deeply 
devoted to charitable works; 
most notably serving as 
president of the Druze 
Orphans and Charitable 
Organization. In his honor, 
and in recognition of his 27 
years of service at the Akron 
General Medical Center, the 
newly formed Intensive Care 
Unit was named for him. He 
is survived by his wife, Rola 
Mansour; a son Fuad; a 
daughter Leila Muakkassa 
Kheireddine (BA ’08); his 
brothers Wael (BS ’72, MD 
’74) and Farid (BS ’78, MD 
’83); his sisters Sahar (BA 
’75, MBA ’77), Samar 
Muakkassa Kelly (BS ’74, 
MS ’76), and Majd 
Muakkassa Abu-Izzeddine 
(BA ’76), and a grandson and  
granddaughter.
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In 1904, SPC alumni in Egypt and Sudan presented the College with this life-size marble statue of President Daniel Bliss, carved in Italy, 
which was placed in the Library Reading Room of College Hall. In time the statue was moved to Nami Jafet Memorial Library, and in 2012 
the restored statue regained its place of honor at College Hall. Judging from the snapshots taken at Reunion weekend, the founder will be 

keeping a keen eye on university affairs for at least another 146 years.

Do you have a photo of yourself at a favorite place on campus? Send it to maingate@aub.edu.lb.
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How Far Wi l l You Go? 
A U B  A l u m n i  W o r l d w i d e

The Tokyo Olympic torch relay passes in front AUB’s Main Gate on Bliss Street in 1964.




