National Council for Scientific Research  in Lebanon (CNRS)

 

Program: “CNRS Associated Research Units”

LNCSR Accepts applications starting from January 2012 until end of September 28, 2012
The Council in its efforts to promote science, technology and innovation is interested in collaborating with Lebanese research centers and universities in a framework of partnership to set up collaborative research units which the Council will assist in funding. 

The Council will support an Integrated Research Project in a specific research area which the research unit will implement for a period of up to three years. The idea behind is not just to put together a collaborative team of researchers or the collection of research projects for researchers under one unit but  the drafting of a comprehensive and multidisciplinary project that will have a strategic impact on the development sectors in Lebanon.

Characteristics and Criteria of Collaborating Research Units

To be eligible for benefiting from grants and obtaining research support from the Council, an Associated Research Unit should consist of:
1. A research team of a minimum of three main principal investigators, in addition to  a number of co-investigators and assistants, who work on specific scientific topic. The research team should be supervised by a unit coordinator responsible for the unit’s overall research and coordination with the Council.
2. Research topic(s) of an Associated Research Unit should be in accordance with the NCSR’s research priorities (see attached list of NCSR’s research priorities). Below please find the general list of priorities:

Humanities and Social Sciences Program include:
1. Social Sciences
2. Economy and Economic Studies
3. Poverty alleviation and Living Standards in Lebanon
4. Humanities – ((Social psychology, social and clinical psychology, development of laws etc...) 
5. Population Studies

Basic Sciences, Engineering, Public Health and Medicine, Environment and Agriculture)
1. Environmental studies and climate change
2. Management of fresh water resources  
3. Management of natural disasters in Lebanon
4. Management of animal and plant biodiversity in Lebanon
5. Research on petroleum and mineral resources in Lebanon
6. Energy studies (studies on alternative energy resources its application and uses)
7. Nanotechnology and material sciences
8. Research and application of computer sciences and internet technology and their Arabization
9. Agricultural studies and food technology
10. Neuroscience, nervous system and clinical psychology
11. Cancer Research
12. Microbiology and Infectious diseases
13. Cardiovascular Diseases, endocrinology, nephrology, digestive diseases
14. Immunology, hematology and pulmonary studies
15. Rheumatology and orthopedic studies
16. Stem cell research
17. Odontology
18. Public Health research
19. Technology and Health
20. Hereditary diseases and genetics
21. Stem cells, gene and cellular therapy
3. Research units are chosen on competitive grounds, and the Council will take into consideration the following selection criteria:
· Scientific achievements of investigators and research outputs that have a positive impact on the national economy and developmental programs.
· Peer-reviewed scientific publications of the main principal investigators related to the topic of research of the suggested unit.
· Research projects and cooperation of the principal investigators that are supported by local and international funding agencies.
· The preparedness and the experience to receive M.Sc., Ph.D and post-doctoral fellows to implement research.
· The availability of basic equipment and specialized technical assistants to implement the research program(s).
· Projects that have been previously supported by the Council.
· Host university acceptance of the Council’s conditions set for the research unit program.

· The Council encourages units that include a clear cooperation between the research team of the unit and any productive or service sectors.

Funding: NCSR provides up to 90,000,000 L.L. per year according to the following:

1. The number of main principal researchers involved in the Unit

2. Partial funding for equipment that a research unit may need for implementing the Unit’s project

3. Maintenance costs of equipment which are financed by the Council 

4. Provide financial support for one or more part time or a full time research assistant and/or a post-doctoral fellow for a specified period of time.

5. Provide financial support for the research expenses of the unit.

Application Procedure – How to Apply?

An application should contain the following information and documents:
1. The Research Unit or Laboratory, and the name of the host- institution (References and Addresses), the names of principal investigators
2. The aim and justification for requesting partnership with the Council.
3. A brief description of the research unit (date of establishment, nature and goals of research work undertaken by the research unit or group, number of staff members working with the unit, number of principal investigators, number of students that are enrolled or expected to enroll in graduate studies or post-doctoral fellowships, equipment (available resources and a list of required equipment),  list of patents a list of technical assistants working in the unit.
4. A research work plan, an implementation timeline, and an annual budget. (maximum 3 years for 90,000,000 L.L/year)

5. A list of all partnerships made with other local, regional, international partners.
6. A list of the grant and contract awards (From Lebanese and international funding agencies) received by the principal investigators over the last three years.
7. A list of the projects of the three principal investigators that were implemented and supported by the NCSR. 
8. A list of reviewed scientific publications and articles that were published in peer-reviewed journals over the five years, as well as the indicators such as the Impact factor and Citation Index of the publications.
9. Any additional information that the unit would like to provide.
Kindly fill out the CNRS Proposal Transmittal and Approval Form found on OGC’s website: http://www.aub.edu.lb/ogc/Pages/forms.aspx and attach it to your application.
