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Twenty-and-a-half years ago I came back here to Lebanon for the memorial of my late father, Dr. Raja N. 

Khuri, whom many of you know extremely well and was a great servant leader for Lebanon and AUB. In 

my eulogy, I read the famous words of Alfred Lord Tennyson, “Man comes and tills the field and lies 

beneath”. I read this as a message of sublimating one’s ego for the greater goal. It is a great privilege 

and in fact an honor to have the opportunity to return and serve Lebanon and AUB 33 years after I 

departed. I think I probably have had the longest junior year abroad on record. We have a great 

opportunity at AUB and in Lebanon, more so than in many years, to become once more transformative 

for the Arab world. The Arab Spring has created tremendous opportunities for dialogue, for discussion 

and for citizen empowerment. That Spring is not over, although we may be, as some critics have said, in 

the autumn of that Spring. 

AUB’s role has always been in the delivery of high-quality education and in the empowerment of 

freedom of speech, in transformative research and in citizenship. The President of the Republic and the 

Prime Minister should expect nothing less from AUB and have asked us to participate in the 

development of a citizenship for Lebanon that can fairly be called post-sectarian, a secular citizenship 

for tomorrow. This vision does not entail changing people’s political views. On the contrary, we welcome 

all freedom of expression at AUB and we already have a mixture of all faiths. However AUB is a vehicle 

for free thought that ultimately is channeled into one purpose concerning Lebanon, and that stream we 

seek to focus on is that of undiluted excellence. We are a great educational and research university, one 

built on the lasting principle of service to society, reinforced by the Board of Trustees' decision 14 

months ago to restore tenure to our extraordinary faculty. Over the last 16 months, as we have built 

momentum in celebrating our 150th anniversary and in understanding all that the University has done 

and changed for its students to help transform Lebanon, the Arab nation and the world beyond for the 

better—and I say the Arab nation because I have and always will believe in the common fate of the Arab 

peoples—we have to consider new ways to focus our vision so as best to serve the people of the nation 

and of the Arab world. The principles that we have agreed upon are to be transparent, to be 

accountable, to be focused, and to be sustainable; but always to unapologetically pursue excellence. 

In our Medical Center, which has built tremendous momentum throughout the years, but particularly 

since 2010, we hope to develop along with the Faculty of Health Sciences the first major building block 

of a Global Health Sciences Center that can study diseases and can develop the preventions and 

treatments that will transform not just Lebanon but the Arab world. And it is important that we do this 

with an open mind; we must serve everyone, from the most powerful to the most underserved and 

unfortunate in this land. That is the only mark of a truly great academic institution, that it can provide 

genuinely transformative services in medicine and health to all who come seeking its assistance. 

Our university’s scholarships and our teaching have also grown in leaps and bounds. I am often asked 

what has surprised me most since starting my tenure as University President, and I have consistently 



 

stated that it is the excellence of the faculty, staff, students and alumni, who are the daily citizens of this 

University. I am simply Employee No. 6,000.  They are extraordinary and dedicated individuals, with 

different streams of opinion who come from various walks of life, who indeed are among the most 

diverse university communities in the Arab world. Twenty-one percent of our students, even in the most 

challenging of situations that Lebanon has experienced over the last few years, are international 

students who come from 80 countries around the globe. More than 40% of those entering class are in 

the top 15% of their schools.  That speaks to the overwhelming faith that the citizens of this region and 

beyond have in the great educational mission of the University. The come here despite their parents’ 

fears, despite old myths of Lebanon unredeemed since the war, and they come with great enthusiasm 

and more importantly they stay here and serve. Therefore, we have committed to working closely with 

the Provost, the EVP, the deans, the COO and VPs and their teams, but most especially with our stellar 

faculty, to enhance our education, to develop more citizen leaders and more visionaries for tomorrow 

and beyond. And we are partnering with great research universities in Lebanon and in the world along 

our undetermined path, but our undetermined path is clearly aimed towards excellence of the highest 

measure.  

These efforts have built the momentum, and yesterday witnessed a landmark event, the largest gift in 

the history of the University, given to us by a Lebanese citizen, Mr. Maroun Semaan and his foundation. 

This has really empowered our campaign, which we have called BOLDLY AUB: The Campaign to Lead, 

Innovate and Serve. This gathering momentum is something that I and the Board of Trustees are deeply 

grateful for, we are grateful to the Semaan Foundation for, and to Maroun Semaan himself in enabling it 

to happen in record time. This will be a truly transformative gift. 

But then I am speaking in front of a Prime Minister whose father, and family, and himself, have believed 

in and supported this University through good times and bad for more than 30 years. Prime Minister 

Hariri is not neutral, he is part of the AUB family and we thank him for his public acknowledgement of 

that fact, and that he has redoubled his commitment to do what is apt for this university. 

I would like to say that we reach out to all people of good will everywhere to assure them of our 

sincerity in educating their children, in creating new economies and in developing transformative 

research that can impact the economy of Lebanon, the Arab world and beyond. This we hope and we 

also believe will be Lebanon's next golden era. But for that AUB has to lead, and lead we will, and lead 

we must, because the next generation must have, in the words inscribed on Main Gate, they must have 

the opportunity to “have life and have it more abundantly”.  

Thank you very much. 

 


