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Thank you very much Salma and Salim and Talal!  Alumni, WAAAUB, leadership, deans, Mr. Provost, 
and Admissions Team, and, most importantly, students and parents.  Greetings and salutations to 
your University.  Whether you are a new student at AUB, and alumnus or an alumna, was once in 
your daughter or you son’s shoes, or maybe even lucky enough to have married someone with an 
AUB legacy and come here as a proud parent.  Each and every one of you is welcome today to this 
special Legacy Ceremony.  I’d also like to extend a special welcome to category folks who embody 
the light blood of AUB, this being one of a series of days in which we celebrate and honor our 150th 
Anniversary with something different than business as usual.  Welcome to the AUB Legacy Families!  
We’ve experienced three, four, or more generations of education at this great seed of learning.   
 
Nine days ago, I had the distinct honor during our Sesquicentennial Opening Ceremony to make 
presentations in this distinguished hall to two dozen of our most loyal and distinguished faculty, 
each of whom will have served more than forty years by the end of this academic year.  Among them 
are renowned scholars and academicians and teachers whose work has changed the way we 
experience and interact with the world around us.  Others were recognized mostly for their positive 
impact on generation after generation of AUB students, all of whom passed through their 
classrooms and never wanted for mentorship, kindly council, or companionship.  As these students 
embarked on their voyage into young adulthood and beyond in their own personal journey of 
learning, these individuals were there to provide a gentle ear or a welcoming pat on the back.  Many 
of you who are seated here will have recollections of these individuals and other students 
substantially impacted you.  What we spoke about nine days ago is that service and not glory is what 
drove these extraordinary individuals throughout their careers during some of the most challenging 
times in the history of this country and of this University.  Some of these times have been 
demoralizing, and, while these are brighter times today and we expect that your students will have 
an abundant and joyful few years here, challenges are always around the corner.  Some of these 
individuals committed their lives to AUB, and some of you among you the students today will 
commit your lives to AUB since we are the largest private employer in this country, in fact the 
second largest employer after the government of Lebanon.  What we hope you will leave today, and 
in fact your AUB career, once you do leave it behind is a sense of empowerment, a sense of being 
able to make a difference to serve those less fortunate.  Service, after all, is what the Founding 
Fathers of this University intended when they started this institution.  The famous words of our 
Founder and First President Daniel Bliss still resonate today: “We were not anxious to appear great, 
but we were anxious to lay foundations upon which greatness could be built”. 
 
What causes an individual, outstanding in their scholarship, to commit to helping those less 
fortunate?  What is the epitome of service?  Bliss certainly had it right when he assumed appearance 
as a factor in any way (المظاهر).  This University is not about appearance, it is not about مظاهر, in his 
nothing about being seen to do good works or pausing for the right photo opportunity.  In my view, 
service is the surrender of entitlement in order to do good for those in greater need, and no 
question by being students and parents and faculty and staff at this institution, you are entitled and 
empowered to do more than most people.  And we see examples of this time, and again, throughout 
our AUB community.  This is what drives a young woman who is rising in the ranks and has to focus 
on her research to spend more time teaching students than is advisable.  This is what drives 
individuals who are in the peaks of their academic career to put that aside and serve as a leading 
administrator.  It’s also what compels senior scholars to focus on student life and student living first 
and foremost.  So, it is the concept of sacrificing for those less fortunate, and you will see that time 



 

and again and again, and you’ll see wonderful role models amongst our students.  These students 
who set aside their lives and their work and their studies to go to the poorest areas in Lebanon, to 
the refugee camps that help Syrians and Palestinians and Iraqis, all in the name of serving those less 
fortunate.  We’re not asking you to go to the most dangerous parts of this region, but we’re asking 
you to participate as you heard from our dean of students, in the full extent of the life of this 
University, whether joining the Music Club while you study for your Masters, eventually, or PhD one 
day, in Public Health, and Epidemiology, or whether you are tutoring unfortunate kids so they can be 
more competitive for AUB; while you’re pursuing an undergraduate in History or in Engineering, it all 
matters, you matter.  A sense of your own value and your empowerment is what we need you to 
leave here today.  Your parents have entrusted us with you, you’re most precious to them by far, I 
can assure you, as opposed to their houses, their cars, their possessions.  So, for us as a University, 
there is nothing more important than receiving you, caring for you, and helping nurture you as you 
grow. 
 
In my opening address last week, I recalled an occasion more than 33 years ago which I was 
fortunate enough to meet the literary hero of my life, Mikhail Neaimy, many of you will have heard 
of him from you studies.  And you’ll know that Mikhail Neaimy was one of the powers behind the 
late phases of the Arab awakening.  He started the pen league in New York along with Khalil Jubran, 
Elia Abou Madi, Nassib Arida, Nudra Haddad who is the father of our former AUB President Robert 
Haddad.  And these are the individuals who really helped usher in a golden age in the Arab world.  
We believe with every fiber of our being in our administration that you will be the instruments at the 
next golden age of the Arab world.  The Naimy I met was very different than the Naimy that jumps 
out at you from the page, a piecing analyst and satirist of human nature and access, he’d come back 
to Lebanon after almost 30 years in the US, full of belief in his native country and in the Arab world.  
So, as an 11-year old, I was captivated by his commitment to serve the community.  This notion of 
service is not monopolized by us or by the great writers, but it’s passed on by generation after 
generation of AUBite.  I would argue that is what makes us most special for the people who will hire 
you and for the people who are your parents, and candidly the people you will partner with over 
your life.  We are an institution dedicated to service and to scholarship.  Our job is to empower you 
to make an impact in service and scholarship, in business, and in community. 
 
But, there is an under-rated aspect of life in this University, and that is the human element of who 
you will meet.  You will make friends here who will become friends of a life-time.  I see people 
meeting here with people they have not seen, friends that they have not seen for 20, 30, 40 years, 
re-awakening those vital experiences.  Those will be your experiences when hopefully you bring your 
children and grand-children back to this University.  But you will bring them back, having realized 
that your time here, as their time here, is about making a difference.  That’s why AUB is a focus and 
amplifier of the work of thousands of generations of more than 60,000 alumni, alumni that you will 
one day become.   
 
To our alumni whose connections with this institution are vital, we appreciate your contributions in 
every way, metaphysical, financial, but in this way more than any other.  After all, you cannot 
entrust us with a more important part of your legacy than your children.  We assure you that we will 
make every effort that they will leave here equally confident, but perhaps, more humane, more 
understanding, more empathetic, more ethical, more environmentally responsible than they came 
into these halls.  They will leave here as global citizens.  They will leave here unafraid of the other 
and knowing that every one of you matters.  That is our charge to you.  To our students, I want to 
again say don’t go from this place believing that you are any different than the students who are first 
generation AUBites, except that you have the added way of being legacy students.  You come from 
generations of AUB families.  For those people who have a little bit of a stage fright being here for 
the first time, welcome them, help them, guide them to one of our many wonderful people in the 



 

AUB community.  Here you’ll meet people from sub-Saharan Africa, to Palestine, to Central America, 
Eastern-Europe, Australia, they’re all here, but you’ll also meet people from your backyard whom 
you might not otherwise have met had you gone to a less diverse university than AUB.  Enjoy that, 
and enjoy the counsel and the wisdom of your mentors. 
 
I want to conclude with two of my favorite quotations, I practiced them on the faculty and at the 
Opening Ceremony, and they’re both from Naimy’s great philosophical allegory, the Book of Mirdad, 
the sole book that he wrote in English.  One is a word or a phrase of counsel for when things are 
difficult.  As this protagonist says, “often you shall think your road impossible, somber, and 
companionless.  Have will and plot alone, and around each curve you shall find a new companion”.  
Talal Nezameddin, our dean of students, spoke of resilience.  You will gain resilience at AUB, and you 
will also gain companions.  Seize these opportunities; they may seem common place, but they are 
not.  This is the experience of a life-time, drink deeply in this wonderful institution.  Whether you’re 
starting your life-long connection with AUB, or whether you’re part of continuum, don’t waste these 
opportunities.  And the other saying, maybe a little bit atypical for admitted pacifist, is “I fight, but 
not your neighbor, fight rather all things that cause you and your neighbor to fight”.  There are no 
real conflicts in this country or in this part of the world that are meaningful other than the conflict to 
make a better life for all.  You are part of the solution.  Grasp that opportunity because you matter 
and you are in power.  So, go forth, gain everything you can from this institution, take from it what 
you can in service and education and research, and help Lebanon, the Arab world, and the world 
beyond to move from this great age of irrational danger and division into a better tomorrow.  We 
believe in you, and we know you can do it.  Thank you very much! 


