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I was told not to prepare a speech this time because I learned my lesson from Marquand House! She is a 
fantastic speaker so I need to be prepared. 
I was just going to say very simply, you know Nimah Jafet who was a son of Shweir and who went to 
Souk El Gharb School, the evangelical school - a school that for every summer of my youth before the 
war I got to walk to with my grandfather; and really what probably someone shouldn’t say this especially 
when they’re from Alley, really was and remains my favorite town in Lebanon *Souk El Gharb* - and 
came here as a student and had the enormous impact on this university.  And on its library, which even 
though it was named for him almost close to eighty years after he was born outgrew its capacity in 
seven years. But this library for all of us who’ve been in this college whether as students, faculty, staff, 
or administrators has a unique and resonant name; but the fact is that our ambitions, and our desires, 
and our goals, and our expectations of the students had outstripped the facility; so this is a particularly a 
resonant gift. As we embark on our second hundred fifty years, and as we recall with great affection and 
admiration one of its greatest children Nimah Jafet that we modernize for our students their capacity, 
and their ability to excel. And quite candidly when I look at this wonderful computer lab, I am impressed 
and I am grateful to the President’s Club, to the Librarians, to Dr. Lukman and his whole team, to FPDU 
and their superb team, to the Advancement and Development offices, to Physical Plant, and to all of you 
for this important first step in the modernization of our Library, of our computer facilities, I guess we still 
have some more work to do. I am enjoying on a personal level getting to know the President’s Club and 
their members; your dedication to our students is something that I need to try to match. And we will be 
undertaking things in the next few days and months that will show that we are serious about matching 
your commitment. I am just now returning from a meeting with the Governor General of the Bank of 
Lebanon, his excellency Riad Salame himself an AUB graduate, his wife is an AUB graduate, all four of 
their children are AUB students and his youngest will soon be an AUB graduate this year, and we met 
with him not just to talk about how proud we are of our AUB students and alumni, but how we can work 
with Lebanon’s finest institutions to enable our students to not just excel and have a life that is more 
abundant than the one that faces them today, but to meaningfully impact society, and we talked about 
things such as creating opportunities for them to serve Lebanon through programs where they can 
teach in public schools, where they can work for the government, and where they can potentially get 
debt relief, something that the most modern societies the United States, Canada, some of the European 
nations have already set up. I think we need to aspire as AUB and as citizens of this great university and 
this nation to help Lebanon become more progressive for its children and more impactful for its regions; 
and this is one of the projects that Mr. Khoury and I discussed.  So I want to thank the President’s Club, 
you’re opening a door that we must now walk thru for our students by helping them gain greater access 
to Knowledge, better facilities, so that they can go out and change this world for the better. I want to 
say thank you yet again, I am enjoying coming to all of your functions. My substitute is perhaps a little 
more shy in front of the camera, but she is far more elegant and eloquent than I am; so you will see a 
little more of her when I am travelling to the US. So again on my behalf, on behalf of Dean McGreevy, 
and on behalf of the Library, thank you all and have a wonderful day.  
 


