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Good evening and thank you for coming out on an interesting Thursday evening. 
 
This is a very important event for us every year because it recognizes the contributions of the 
Regional External Program and its founder Professor Abdul Hamid Hallab who is really one of the 
giants.  Dr. Abdul Hamid Hallab, in 1975, looking at the nearly calaminus state of the University’s 
finances, many of you remember that period in AUB’s history.  In 1973, the decision was made to 
raise tuition by 10 percent, which resulted in the occupation of much of the campus by the student 
body, the ultimate expulsion of 103 students, many of them extraordinary, and then the onset of the 
civil war, basically, and history varies here, took it upon himself I think, or was charged to come up 
with alternate sources of revenues and alternate enterprises for the University.  And forty years 
later, this has really been an extraordinary success and it’s a key part of AUB’s mission. 
 
REP has many key roles, so REP is not just an alternative source of revenues and of building friends 
and alliances, but really it is our way of exporting our culture, our mission beyond our traditional 
teaching streams, and getting faculty who are enormously busy trying to publish, teach, get grants, 
take care of patients, serve the community is not always easy.  But I suspect that when Dr. Abdul 
Hamid Hallab went to find new pastures in a not-yet booming Arab Gulf, that was not easy either, 
and so this is really a major work for faculty members who go above and beyond.  In addition to 
teaching, doing research, caring for patients, these individuals who are being recognized tonight go 
above and beyond as consultants, as – I want to say this the right way because I feel that REP is our 
ambassadorial cue and, quite candidly, I look at our VP, Dr. Hassan Diab, as our foreign secretary or 
secretary of state.  These are our ambassadors and these are ambassadors who carry the AUB values 
forward and take them to countries where we can make a big difference.  And so, it’s really a 
celebration of a number of things.  Last year, we celebrated the REP 40th birthday with the Abu 
Dhabi Alumni Chapter’s magnificent event in which we had, thanks to our extraordinary graduate 
Agha Kalakian, an incredible array of Olympic audience celebrating AUB’s 150th anniversary.  They 
also managed to raise a significant donation scholarship for people studying through REP, so I want 
to thank Elias Assaf the Chapter President for that wonderful enterprise.  Thank you Elias (Applause). 
 
But this evening, to a large degree, is about two extraordinary faculty members who you’re going to 
hear about, Drs. Antoine Ghauch and George Araj, who give above and beyond so that they can 
make a difference in exporting AUB’s values, AUB’s knowledge beyond our walls.  And this really is 
not easy because we don’t say, well, you can ignore your microbiology duties or your chemistry 
duties to do this, so this is really above and beyond work.  And this recognizes people who, in the 
spirit of Dr. Hallab, are going above and beyond.  There was a remarkably competitive pool, we had a 
jury, and you’ll hear about this from our VP Dr. Diab, and these were the two individuals who were 
selected.  So I think this is a special day, I am very grateful to REP and its leadership under Dr. Diab 
for bringing us all together, and I am really looking forward to see these extraordinary individuals 
who shy away from the spot light, getting their time in the sun.   
 
Thank you very much! 


