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I want to thank everyone from Alumni Affairs, CEC, the teens, but especially the parents for trusting us 

with your kids. As you know perhaps we go a little bit overboard with safety but you’ll understand that 

we took Bawabat Fatmeh and Arsal and the far North off the usual schedule. This is an incredibly rich 

country with a great history and very, very diverse peoples and a tremendous amount to learn in 19 

days. But equally the university is 151 years old and has an enormous amount to offer your kids, so it’s 

not easy to cram it all into 19 days. Frankly, we’ve gotten, with the exception of the early feedback 

about the five-star hotel that we call our Kerr Hall nothing but positive feedback (I’m a little bit worried 

that the state censor is involved!), but we always look to improve. We do want to hear from you on 

everything that you enjoyed, both kids and the parents, and everything we could do better, because this 

is a very important program for us, and I’m going to tell you briefly why. 

This University offers something unique to Lebanon and the Arab world, which is an open, vibrant, 

intellectually challenging environment. And the messages it sends to your kids, and I hope it sent it 

clearly over the last 19 days, are that… frankly, and I’m talking to the kids now… you’re at least as good 

as anybody in the world; that you compete with or that are your classmates, and I hope that came 

across loud and clear, that really was the message. Where is Abboud? So Abboud looks after your kids 

like a mother hen, he looked after our older two… he looked after you… and that’s deliberate, we want 

you to know that have people who are concerned 24/7 for your kids’ safety. This is an incredibly safe 

program. We think that point you feel confident about, but beyond that part of confidence is for your 

kids to explore the different parts of the county, the different parts of AUB, and in fact Lebanon and the 

Arab world’s culture, and this was a chance for them to stretch themselves. Nineteen days, lots of 

course work, quite a bit of homework, lots of tourism, and really a broad exposure. But we hope that 

each and every one of the kids who’ve undertaken this voyage with us will go back not just enlightened 

but more confident in themselves, as well as in their roots. And if we’ve done half of that I think this has 

been a great investment for us and for you. It’s not a secret that we subsidize this program. We 

appreciate your generosity, but it’s fair to say we probably put in a dollar and half for every dollar you 

put in, because we want it to leave a lasting impression on your kids. We go overboard with staff and we 

go overboard with a lot of things, because it’s not just that we want you to tell your friends and kids. Tell 

your friends, that’s OK, it’s a good thing. But we want them to leave here wanting to be excited about 

entering a great University. This is a great university, one of unfortunately not that many in the Arab 

world. There are other really tremendous universities, you just heard like Birzeit, where kids can’t be as 

free as they here, OK? But we want you to be excited about going to college, excited about coming back, 

and not just confident, but certain that you’re going to make a difference when you’re grown up. So 

with that I want to say thank you again for everyone who is running the program, thanks to the parents 

and especially thanks to the kids for giving it your all. Try to get more sleep than four hours a night. 


