
 

 

     

                                                                                                                   November 24, 2016 

  
Dear AUB Community,  
 
Over the last several weeks, I have received many messages regarding the recent presidential 
elections in both Lebanon and the United States. Given some of the campaign rhetoric heard 
in the US, in particular, many higher education leaders have felt the need to send out 
messages of reassurance and support to their students, faculty, and staff following the result. 
We purposely chose not to do so because of our understanding of the basic composition of the 
character of our community, a community of purpose and of resilience. But I do feel a wish 
today, on what is Thanksgiving Day in the US, to reaffirm how grateful I am for the 
fundamental values which this University stands for. 
  
First of all, we are a community of engaged scholars, one which believes in the transformative 
power of knowledge and of education. Our diverse community encompasses people from 
many countries and from dramatically diverse backgrounds. Two essential elements of the 
values we embody are respect for the Other and acceptance of the democratic process. As 
such, our administration was among the first to embrace the results of elections in both 
Lebanon and the United States as manifestations of the wills of the peoples. In democracies, 
both nascent ones like Lebanon and more mature ones such as the United States, which is now 
240 years old, electoral contests are often bitterly contested, but ultimately accepted. For 150 
years, AUB has been growing as a community that now, more than ever, understands the 
value of opposing views, no matter how fiercely they are held to, as long as they are peacefully 
expressed. As such, it was a natural thing for our community to accept the results of both of 
these votes under the different electoral systems in which they occurred. 
  
Another strength of our resilient community is its ability to move forward in a constructive and 
inclusive manner. This was demonstrated by our student elections, which were spirited, 
democratically contested, and resulted in the election of student leaders increasingly focused 
on issues of relevance to life on campus. That is not to lecture or to impose our views on 
others. It is simply to state that AUB stands ready to assist our fellow citizens in Lebanon, in 
the Arab world, as well as the respective governments of the United States and Lebanon, in 
moving forward towards becoming more fair and just. That after all is the ultimate goal of 
AUB: to model a fair and just society that is genuinely inclusive, a concept whose universal 



adoption remains as elusive today as ever before. 
  
No one of substance has ever thought that the most important work would ever come easily. 
On this Thanksgiving holiday, we celebrate the opportunity to work with a remarkably gifted, 
dedicated and diverse community, a community always willing to commit itself to the most 
aspirational qualities that all humans should strive for: inclusivity, fairness and commitment to 
better and more fulfilling lives for all. I therefore wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving, both as a 
reward for monumental work carried out over 150 years of impact on our region and as a 
springboard for the far greater tasks to follow. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
 
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD  
President 

  
 

 


