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USP EVENTS
Graduation dinner 2019
USAID/USP “Class of 2019” Celebration 
May 22nd, 2019 marked an important day in AUB’s history, as it was the celebration of the USP 
graduating class of 2019. The graduate’s families joined in the celebration, in the presence of 
AUB president, Dr. Fadlo Khury, representatives from the American Embassy, and Mr. Michael 
Harvey, Assistant Administrator of USAID’s Middle East Bureau.

The celebration commenced with a welcoming address by the director of LEAD Dr. Malek Tabbal, 
who proudly described the achievements of USP students within the highly competitive grounds 
of AUB. “With USAID funding and working in cross collaboration with the Center of Civic Engage-
ment and Community Service, all of our scholars have designed and implemented community 
service projects across Lebanon tackling crucial socio-economic issues.” Dr. Tabbal invited AUB 
president Dr. Fadlo Khury to the stage for opening remarks.

Dr. Fadlo Khury, who has been exceptionally supportive of the USAID/ USP program, addressed 
the USAID officials and thanked them “for helping young women and men in the realization of 
their dreams, and by extension their societies’ dreams, which supports the transformation of 
Lebanon.” He also explained how since its inception in 2010, the University Scholarship 
Program has managed to open doors to gifted and talented students from some of the most 
disadvantaged communities in Lebanon. 
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Afterwards, a video was played entitled “USP 
Women Lead to Transform”, which highlighted 
the stories of three USP VI scholars: Mabelle Al 
Dannawi, the first woman from her village to 
complete a university degree, Rabab Khaddaje, 
one of the founders of the 3D Club – Debate, 
Discuss, and Discourse Club, and a certified 
debate trainer with the British Counsel, and 
finally Marla Zgheib, an exceptional academic 
achiever with the highest average in her major, 
who is a committed activist and researcher striv-
ing for a more inclusive international community 
based on peace and justice.

Following the video and speaking on behalf of the USP graduating scholars, Mr. Sultan Al Awaar 
delivered the graduation speech highlighting the achievements he and his fellow USP students have 
accomplished during their years at AUB. He also extended his gratitude to USAID for funding and 
supporting this life-changing program, and to the USP management represented by Dr. Tabbal, Dr. 
Harkouss, and all the scholarship coordinators. 

Mr. Michael Harvey, coming all the way from Washington D.C gave the USAID official’s address to the 
USP graduating scholars. “I take pride in seeing what the women of Lebanon are doing in stepping 
forward, they’re going to be a critical part in defining the future of this country.”

Following, USP scholars, Hussein Kandil, Nour Taleb, Remy Mdawar, Ramy Khaddaj, and Raydan Al 
Aridi, performed a beautiful medley with the applause of the audience, before inviting everybody for 
the group picture on stage. 

The celebration was concluded with an Iftar dinner at Reynold’s rooftop, which gathered the USP 
scholars, their families, USAID officials, and the USP team, in a heartwarming and joyful atmos-
phere. Tayarit Waraq band provided the musical ambiance while everyone shared a celebratory iftar.

USP EVENTS
Graduation dinner 2019



4USAID Newsletter | University Scholarship Program

1 USP EVENTS
USP Open Days
Welcoming Shortlisted Lebanese and Refugee High School Students
The Open Days commenced on Monday, May 27th and ended on Friday May 31st. Every year, the 
USP team welcomes the shortlisted candidates and their families to undergo an interview, which 
assesses their financial situation and leadership potential. Students who have not taken 
English proficiency tests are required to take the English Entrance Exam (EEE) on the day of their 
appointed interview. Candidates are also given a tour around campus as well as guiding 
sessions to know more about majors available and the market need. Currently enrolled USP 
students volunteer in the organization of this event. 

USP is a competitive program that provides undergraduate scholarships to outstanding public 
high school students who demonstrate academic excellence and leadership skills but lack the 
financial means to afford university tuition. USP is made possible thanks to the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID), that funds the scholarship program, and encour-
ages students to be civically engaged by giving back to their communities through community 
service projects. 

“If I get the scholarship, I want to study physics. Since I was a little girl, I feel I understand phys-
ics and it understands me. The deeper I delve into it, the more I understand it,” explained Baraa 
Tafesh from Al Jaleel school in Bir Hasan - Beirut. Another candidate, Roy Abu Kansour accompa-
nied by his mother all the way from Mimis - Hasbaya, first heard about USP when representatives 
from AUB visited Kfeir Public High School. “The process of getting the scholarship is long and 
sturdy, but I am willing to do all it takes to get it. It is for such things that sacrifice is sweet. If I 
get the scholarship, I want to study Mechanical Engineering, and in the long run I see myself as 
a professor.” 

What makes this year’s open days different from any of the previous ones, is that this year USP 
VIII will be welcoming refugees to its student body. Mahmoud Saqr, originally from Nahr in North 
Palestine, is a student in Der Yaseen Public High School in the El Buss Palestinian camp who got 
shortlisted for an interview. “If I get the scholarship, I want to study mechanical engineering, as 
I am passionate about cars, and I would also pursue a specialization in automotive engineering.” 

The day concluded with a lunch at Reynolds’ Hall followed by a session given by the AUB Admis-
sions Office to answer the candidates’ questions and inform them of their next steps. All 
students left with a small hope inside, and a feeling that if they get accepted, this opportunity 
will surely change their lives. 
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WORKSHOPS
Presenting Outstanding Youth with Opportunities 
through USP and CCECS Workshops 

2

In a series of workshops organized by the University Scholarship Program and the Center for Civic 
Engagement and Community Service at AUB, students acquired not only distinguished knowl-
edge, but also a set of skills that put them ahead of the game in today’s competitive world.

Market Ready Talent Workshop (Retreat)  
During the Market Ready Talent Workshop (Retreat), students worked alongside experts to 
enhance, reinforce and materialize a specific set of skills that prepared them to become more 
market ready with highly competitive positioning. 
Hussein Kandil, a USP VII Cycle 1 student studying Agribusiness, attended most of the workshops 
listed above, and the Market Ready Talent Workshop (Retreat) was the most beneficial, consider-
ing that this is his last semester at AUB. He feels ready for the job market, as he is more informed 
on how it works. “When I apply for a job, I know what I should or shouldn’t say in an interview, and 
how I can establish professional relationships with my future coworkers. This workshop was very 
inspirational and motivating, especially that I am graduating this semester,” said Hussein when 
asked about his favorite part in this workshop. 

Proposal Writing Workshop
The Proposal Writing workshop focuses on teaching students how to write proposals that are 
SMART: Specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time-bound.
Layan Diab, a USP VII Cycle 2 student and Math major in her junior year, found the Proposal Writing 
workshop the most useful and engaging. “None of the workshops were as important as this one, 
especially that next year, I will start my Community Service Project. In this workshop, I learned every 
step that will aid me in writing my proposal and completing my project optimally.” Layan was eager 
that she learned the necessary skills to become a better writer, while being aware of the strategic 
mindset needed to write an exquisite proposal.
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2 WORKSHOPS
Presenting Outstanding Youth with Opportunities 
through USP and CCECS Workshops 

Kamar El Haj Sleiman, a USP VI student and Senior graduating this year with a BS in Chemistry. 
She previously attended most of the workshops and had plenty to say about each. Concerning 
the Proposal Writing workshop, she felt at an advantage over many after attending it, for it 
exposed her to the ins and outs of creating projects in the future. When asked about her favorite 
workshop, though, she said, “I liked the Reflective Writing one best for it was the most practical, 
since all courses demand reflections. I think I will be applying what I learned in this workshop in 
the reflections asked of me in my success stories and future projects.” 

Among other workshops, we had the Problem-Solving and Decision-Making workshop which 
addressed important aspects of problem-solving and decision-making by giving students the 
necessary critical thinking skills for tackling problems in their societies and around the world. 
In the E-portfolio workshop, students took part in a highly interactive session and became famil-
iar with the platforms used for E-portfolio design; they also created their own E-portfolios. 
The Multimedia workshop equipped students with capacity building skills on simple yet effective 
tools and techniques for digital video making, digital photography, and the creation and manage-
ment of layouts for presentations and reports.
Moreover, USP students attended the Career Guidance workshop, which helped them define 
career aspirations, develop career goals, create career strategies, identify personal preferences, 
develop skills for career planning, and explore career options. 
They were also given the Time Management workshop to increase their productivity by learning 
and applying time management skills and strategies, and the Reflective Writing workshop to 
reflect on their own experiences, success stories, and projects.

Kamar, Layan and Hussein are among the many 
students benefiting from the great opportunities 
offered by the University Scholarship Program. 
These workshops are but one aspect of USP’s 
abundant and multifaceted contribution to 
outstanding youth. USP students get incredible 
exposure and life enriching experiences, which 
encompass workshops in addition to extensive 
volunteer work, training, internships in commu-
nity organizations, and community-based 
projects driven by teamwork in their own 
communities. This dynamic and comprehensive 
program paves the way for this generation’s 
success and insures a better future for all the 
ones to come.
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VOLUNTEERING
Feccan Carpets
Community Service Project 
Fakeha, a rural village located in the governorate of Baalback-Hermel, is characterized by the 
handicraft of weaving carpets. These feccan carpets are well known for their high quality, 
uniqueness, and elegance, but the traditional production process is lengthy and requires 
exhaustive work, which made the carpet craft incapable of competing in the market. 
Currently facing many challenges threatening its existence as a communal and national herit-
age, a team comprising of Julia Zeaiter, Joseph Nasr, Atef Yaafoufi, Eid Khalaf, Raghida Amhaz, 
and Theresa Saade (USAID USP Vl scholars) developed and implemented a Community Service 
Project (CSP) aiming at reviving this fading traditional handicraft through equipping local 
women with necessary tools and skills to better market Feccan Carpets. 
The team put together a plan to address this issue from a multidimensional approach. The first 
phase consisted of transferring the knowledge and know-how to a number of women in the 
village through a series of workshops and trainings. Second, the students were trained on 
marketing strategies and best practices by professionals in order to assist the women in devis-
ing a cohesive marketing plan for their products to be able to compete in the local and national 
markets. 
The team members conveyed that this experience improved their professional communication 
and marketing skills as they were also content to learn more about the community and contribut-
ing to the preservation of such a valuable heritage by working closely with the local women. And 
in return the women were very satisfied with the project as it helped them reach new markets 
and therefore enhance the craft’s competitveness. 

3
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Nursing homes in Lebanon, as with other non-public agencies - grew in prominence during and 
after the years of war, in an attempt to fill the void fostered by the weakened role of the state and 
the overall lack of public services.  
In a recent field assessment conducted by a group of USAID USP VI students from South Leba-
non, Hussein Darwish, Zahraa Hourany, Zainab Gharieb, Hisham Khrayzat, Hoda Ibrahim, Dina 
Al-Zein, and Remie El-Helou several challenges were identified including: (1) limited number of 
nursing homes in the South with the primary focus on medical services; and (2) the lack of 
psychosocial support programs, resulting in depression and loneliness.
 To tackle this, the team partnered with Dar al Salam, a nursing home in Saida, to implement a 
Community Service Project (CSP) with the aim to enhance the well-being of elderly and people 
with special needs through the provision of psychosocial support services targeting endemic 
apathy and boredom. To make sure that the project meets the needs of the targeted community, 
the team interviews stakeholders, comprising psychologists, care workers and residents of Dar 
al Salam. They also had their capacities built through a variety of training workshops such as 
laughter yoga and effective caregiver communication skills. The plan was divided into 4 
sessions and successfully engaged 25 seniors in a wide range of activities such as memory stim-
ulation, motor skills and hand-eye coordination improvements, arts and crafts and basic com-
puter skills. 
At the end of the CSP, all beneficiaries expressed satisfaction with the overall activities conduct-
ed. According to one of the nurses interviewed, “we rarely see our residents as happy and active 
as they were throughout this project. We will surely engage them in this of activities again.”  The 
residents of the nursing home expressed positive feedback and showed willingness to continue 
these activities in the future.  
Reflecting on their CSP experience, USAID USP scholars highlighted how this opportunity 
strengthened their inter-personal skills, taught them to coordinate with diverse stakeholders, in 
addition to learning how to apply their academic studies in a real life context. Zainab Gharieb 
said “this experience helped me gain more knowledge in regards to planning and implementing, 
enhanced my communication skills and gave me more confidence”. 

3 VOLUNTEERING
Healthy Aging
Community Service Project 
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VOLUNTEERING
Ghata – UNICEF
Ghata Psychosocial Support Program with AUB UNICEF Club
Fakeha, a rural village located in the gover-
norate of Baalback-Hermel, is characterized 
by the handicraft of weaving carpets. These 
feccan carpets are well known for their high 
quality, uniqueness, and elegance, but the 
traditional production process is lengthy 
and requires exhaustive work, which made 
the carpet craft incapable of competing in 
the market. 
Currently facing many challenges threaten-
ing its existence as a communal and nation-
al heritage, a team comprising of Julia Zeait-
er, Joseph Nasr, Atef Yaafoufi, Eid Khalaf, 
Raghida Amhaz, and Theresa Saade (USAID 
USP Vl scholars) developed and implement-
ed a Community Service Project (CSP) 
aiming at reviving this fading traditional 
handicraft through equipping local women 
with necessary tools and skills to better 
market Feccan Carpets. 

The team put together a plan to address this 
issue from a multidimensional approach. 
The first phase consisted of transferring the 
knowledge and know-how to a number of 
women in the village through a series of 
workshops and trainings. Second, the 
students were trained on marketing strate-
gies and best practices by professionals in 
order to assist the women in devising a 
cohesive marketing plan for their products 
to be able to compete in the local and 
national markets. 
The team members conveyed that this expe-
rience improved their professional commu-
nication and marketing skills as they were 
also content to learn more about the com-
munity and contributing to the preservation 
of such a valuable heritage by working 
closely with the local women. And in return 
the women were very satisfied with the 
project as it helped them reach new 
markets and therefore enhance the craft’s 
competitveness. 
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Dana Monzer (Civil Engineering): Graduated with High Distinction in Spring 2019
Dina Al Zein (Computer Science): Graduated with Distinction in Fall 2018
Eid Khalaf (Computer Science): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Frida Atallah (Chemistry): Graduated with Distinction in Fall 2018
Hisham Khrayzat (Business Administration): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Hussein Darwish (Business Administration): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Joseph Nasr (Mechanical Engineering): Graduated with High Distinction in Spring 2019
Joyce Hallak (Mechanical Engineering): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Kawsar Dahaby (Nursing): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019 
Khodor Hannoush (Computer Science): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Marcel Shams Eddin (Medical Laboratory Sciences): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Marla Zgheib (Political Studies): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Patrick Damacet (Chemistry): Graduated with Distinction in Fall 2018
Raghida Amhaz (Chemistry): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Sultan Al Awar (Business Administration): Graduated with Distinction in Fall 2018
Zahraa Hourany (Nutrition): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019 and received FAFS 
Academic Excellence Award
Zainab Gharieb (Chemistry): Graduated with Distinction in Fall 2018
Zainab Hassan (Business Administration): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Fatima El Hallak (Medical Laboratory Sciences): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019
Fatima Shahrour (Chemistry): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019

Hussein Kandil (Agribusiness): Graduated with Distinction in Spring 2019

Elie Chdid (USP VI – Civil Engineering): Rosemary Hajjar Choral Prize Award (AY 17-18) for his 
impressive talent in music.
Kawsar Dahaby (USP VI – Nursing): Emilie Asfour Award (AY 18-19) which is one of the 10 Wom-
en’s Auxiliary Award in Nursing
Ibrahim Al Masri (USP VI – Civil Engineering): Dean’s Creative Achievement Award (AY 18-19) for 
his Final Year Project in Civil and Environmental Engineering.
Zahraa Hourany (USP VI – Nutrition): FAFS Academic Excellence Award (AY 18-19)
Racha Hamad (USP VI – Computer Science): Murex Best Innovative Development Project (AY 18-19)
Marla Zgheib (USP VI – Political Studies): Dr. Mohamad Chatah Excellence Award in Political 
Studies (AY 18-19)
Sultan Al Awar (USP VI – Business Administration): 1) Mohamad Ali Safieddine Award in recog-
nition of his strong potential towards entrepreneurship and business ownership and 2) 
Outstanding Achievement Award in recognition of his extraordinary performance, leadership, 
and Contribution. (AY 18-19)
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USP SCHOLARS ACHIEVEMENTS4
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(Spring 2017) Ali Shouman (USP II Graduate - Chemical Engineering) won the Munib Masri 
Research Award for research on a metal framework called MOF-74, which focuses on removing 
heavy metals from groundwater, rendering it safe to drink.
(Spring 2017) Mahmoud El Baba (USP II Graduate - Teaching Diploma – Science Education) won 
Practice Teaching Excellence Award - Education Department.
(Spring 2017) Farah Madi (USP II Graduate – Environmental Health) won the Delta Omega Award 
and became a member in the Gamma Delta Society.  
(Spring 2017) Alaa Ali Khaled (USP II Graduate – Sociology and Anthropology) received the 
As’ad Khairallah Award in Social Sciences.
(Spring 2019) Linda Bechnak (USP II Graduate – Chemistry) received the Makhlouf Haddadin 
Award for Outstanding Chemistry Graduate.

(Fall 2017) Omar Tantawi (USP IV – Chemistry) received the Fullbright scholarship to USA.
(Fall 2018) Elio Abi Younes (USP V – Statistics) received the Al Ghurair scholarship to Mc Gill, CA
(Fall 2018) Fatima Al Dirani (USP V – Nursing) received the Master Card Foundation scholarship 
for graduate studies at AUB.
(Fall 2018) Jouman Hassan (USP V – MLSP) received the Master Card Foundation scholarship for 
graduate studies at AUB.
(Fall 2018) Hussein Mouallem (USP V – PSPA) received the Master Card Foundation scholarship 
for graduate studies at AUB.
(Spring 2019) Dana Monzer (USP VI – Civil Engineering) received the Full Bright Scholarship to 
pursue graduate studies at University of Illinois in Transportation Engineering.

11 USAID Newsletter | University Scholarship Program 

USP SCHOLARS ACHIEVEMENTS4

USP Graduate Awardees
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This book is packed with exciting news and 
views about the University Scholarship Program 
(USP) at AUB. The American people through the 
United States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) fund this impactful program at 
$42million to AUB to support nearly 400 schol-
arship students in pursuing undergraduate 
degrees in diverse majors. USP students are 
public school graduates who come from 
Lebanon’s 26 districts with equal gender 
representation. The main objective of the schol-
arship is to give young students from disadvan-
taged socioeconomic backgrounds access to 
high-quality college education. The scholarship 
includes full coverage of tuition fees, housing or 
transportation allowances, books, a laptop and 
stipends for the students’ duration of study. 
Each semester is full of new developments given 
how dynamic and engaged USP
students are! The program provides students 
with life enriching experiences since USP schol-
ars participate in an intensive civic engagement 
and leadership development program that 
encompasses extensive volunteer work, 
workshops, training, internships in community 
organizations, and community-based projects 
driven by teamwork in their own communities.

USAID USP Team at AUB

Dr. Malek Tabbal
Provost Designee USAID/USP,
Director of the LEAD initiative, 

Professor of Physics,
mt03@aub.edu.lb

Dr. Samar Harkouss
Director of USP, Director of 

University Preparatory Program, 
sh17@aub.edu.lb

Ms. Abir Jammoul,
aj20@aub.edu.lb

Mr. Fahed Hassan,
fh43@aub.edu.lb

Ms. Farah Noureddine,
fh43@aub.edu.lb

Mrs. Mahassen Ramadan,
mr01@aub.edu.lb

Mrs. May Nasser,
mn141@aub.edu.lb

Mrs. Rola Al Mekkawi, 
ra158@aub.edu.lb

Mr. Hassan Al Horr,
ha257@aub.edu.lb

This booklet is made possible by the generous support of the American 
people through the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). The contents are the responsibility of AUB and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.


