
About the Program
The USAID University Scholarship Program (USP) offers full coverage 
to assist 52 male and female public high school students and techni-
cal school students to pursue undergraduate studies at the American 
University of Beirut (AUB). The main objective of the scholarship is 
to give young students coming from disadvantaged socioeconomic 
backgrounds in the 26 districts of Lebanon, access to high-quality 
college education.  

Moreover, USP scholars engage in a plethora of community activities. 
Students get exposed to considerable volunteering work, complete 
community-themed internships, and diagnose and cater to challeng-
es in their communities by executing community-based projects. In 
addition to this, students attend several leadership training sessions 
or workshops throughout their academic career.
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USP Scholars Excel Academically
Scholars across all three cohorts 
of the program have repeatedly 
demonstrated strong academic per-
formances. This fall was no differ-
ent as over two thirds of students in 
each cohort secured an 80 or above 
final average for the term. Students 
are spread out across different ma-
jors and faculties on campus. In all 
fields, the USP scholars have stood 
out and demonstrated their compe-
tencies.
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A total of 23 USP scholars participated in summer internships with 
NGOs in their local or nearby communities. During the summer of 
2014, students worked with every needy community from Syrian 
and Lebanese refugees, to intellectually disabled individuals and local 
farmers, the NGO or programs where they were recruited are:

•	 Akkarouna

•	 Al Manara Al Moured

•	 Archbishopric Greek Catholic Dispensary 

•	 Association for Volunteers in International Service  
         (AVSI)

•	 Caritas

•	 Development for People and Nature Association (DPNA)

•	 International Humanitarian Relief (IHR)

•	 International Relief and Development (IRD)

•	 Lebanese Organization for Studies and Training (LOST)

•	 Local Economic Development Agency (LEDA)

•	 The University Preparatory Program (UPP)

•	 Zgharta Zewyeh Youth Movement (ZZYM)



Eleven USP scholars interned 
with the University Preparatory 
Program (UPP) program at AUB 
which launched a program in 
partnership with United Lebanon 
Youth Project (ULYP) to prepare 
and train 90 Palestinian students 
in the English and math skills 
that would help them succeed in 
the SAT exam. The students who 
completed this intensive program 
were selected from various UNR-
WA schools in different regions of 
Lebanon and screened to guar-
antee that deserving candidates 
made it into the course.

The Palestinian students would 
complete a full day of instruction 
in critical reading, writing, struc-
ture, vocabulary and math skills 
and they were mostly assisted 
by USP scholars in the math pro-
gram. One USP scholar, Layla Ch-
reim, participated in English skills 
tutoring. All training was planned 
and administered by UPP faculty. 

To complete this internship, USP 
scholars underwent thorough 
training. The training was con-
ducted by internship supervisor 
Mr. Mohamad Awwad who con-
ducted regular training for the 
students on the material to be 
administered and teaching meth-
ods. Students also completed 
evaluation sheets on the progress 
of their tutees and weekly meet-
ings were conducted between the 
scholars and Mr. Awwad to touch 
base on all deliverables. 

During the internship, USP stu-
dents were divided into small 
groups of two or three and were 
in charge of about 13 to 15 Pal-
estinian students. The USP stu-
dents explained and solved math 
problems with their Palestinian 
peers to prepare them for the 
SAT exam. Pre and post SAT 
mock testing confirmed that tu-
tees made substantial improve-
ment especially with regard to 
math skills in the intensive two 
months they spent with USP 
scholars over the summer.  

USP scholars Students reflect 
on the SAT internship:

“The several benefits that were 

engendered by the math tutor-
ing will certainly have positive 
academic and social outcomes 
for the Palestinian students and 
their families and for our coun-
try in general.”   
- Aline Abs

“This internship has been an op-
portunity to deal with important 
challenges that might be encoun-
tered in our community and lat-
er in my career. Through work-
ing everyday with the students, 
I came to realize the importance 
of dealing with daily stress and 
challenges of interaction with 
people from different cultures 
and social backgrounds.”                                               
- Dalia Malaeb

“In this internship, I approached 
the benevolent and transforma-
tional leadership styles…students 
were very shy and being friendly 
with them was the only solution.” 
– Ghanem Al Sayegh

“My goals through the intern-
ship were two-fold, I wanted to 
explore the field of education to 
decide if it suits me, and I want-
ed to strengthen my communica-
tion skills. I can gladly say that 
I was able to accomplish both.” 
-   Hisham Wehbe

“I was an activator because I en-
couraged the students to move 
forward to achieve challenging 
goals and to get things done.” 
– Hussein Mohsen

“It is good to give these youth 
the chance to experience what 
we experienced and to prepare 
them for the same journey we 
went through from high school 
to receiving an honorable schol-
arship, to graduating from one of 
the best universities.”   
– Layla Chreim

“I felt proud of myself, happy 
about what I have done. I have 
been changing the students’ 
thoughts about an important is-
sue not only in their academic 
life, but also in their social one.” 
- Mahmoud El Baba

“First all the students were very 
shy especially the girls. I started 
to talk to them as friends and tell 
them that each one of them will 
solve at least one problem on the 
board… Day after day, all of them 
started solving … and asking more 
questions and never felt shy.”                                                       
- Mohamad Hassan

“My summer internship with UN-
RWA students has been one of 
the most significant learning ex-
periences of my life.”   
– Ola Halawi

“I got introduced to the Palestin-
ian culture. I am now aware of 
their problems...and I am more 
able to communicate with them.” 
– Samer El Khoury

Spotlight on the UPP-SAT Internship



to complete their education.” 
Another USP IV scholar, Yorgo 
Zoghbi, also expressed that he 
was pleased with the presence 

of Syrian students in the center 
as he said: “I think it is a very 
good point for Nasma because 
helping Syrian refugees, espe-
cially children, is a key factor to 
reduce and contain some of the 
negative effects that are affect-
ing their country.” Moreover, USP 
IV Scholar and education major, 
Rita Issa, said she worked with 

On Monday, September 29 and 
Tuesday, September 30, USP 
scholars presented their sum-
mer internship experience to the 
USP team. The internships really 
came to life as students shared 
their experiences with peers, 
guests from the NGOs where 
they interned and USP staff. The 
presentations were ripe with 
thoughtful and poignant anec-
dotes from the field. One USP 
II student, Linda Bechnak, talk-
ed about how distributing goods 
to Syrian refugees touched her 
deeply. She said that the intern-
ship with UNDP gave her the op-
portunity to interact and empa-
thize with them. The challenge of 
being in the field and having to 
deal with desperate individuals 
taught her to be tough and han-
dle difficult situations.

Another student, Hanifa Sweid, 
worked on an educational initia-
tive in her native Bekaa through 
a project entitled Al Manara Al 
Mawrid. The project was devel-
oped under local Bekaa NGO Re-
ality Cultural and Social Associa-

tion and aims to raise awareness 
and connect people in rural ar-
eas, especially women, to edu-
cation. The experience redefined 
the concept of education for her. 
Sweid, who is a biology student, 
truly understands the value of 
what it is to be an educator and 

is contemplating a career in ac-
ademia after her experience. By 
her declaration, she is miles away 
from the narrow and traditionally 
oppressive mindset of education 
that she had previously encoun-
tered. 

A significantly high number of 
USP scholars from all three co-
horts have offered tutoring ser-
vices at Nasma learning center 
this semester. The center offers 
after school support for stu-
dents across various school lev-
els. The scholars frequented the 
center in the afternoons in three 
hour installments to assist young 
students with all subjects from 
mathematics to languages and 
science.

Alaa Khaled, a USP II student 
who participated in tutoring du-
ties with the center, said that she 
had to find ways to connect with 
younger students and earn their 
trust. Nivine Thebian, another 
USP II student who participated 
in the activity and who worked 
with 8 to 10 year olds, said she 
felt good about helping students 
improve their grades. 

USP IV scholar Farah Wehbe 
said: “It made me appreciate the 
effort of many Syrian children 

six 7-year-old students who she 
was surprised to find out could 
not read or write. She further ex-
pressed that no teacher should 
accept the idea that there are 
students in her class who cannot 
read and write and should work 
to address such issues. Further-
more Issa added: “The activ-
ity changed my way of think-
ing towards my future major. I 
learned that not all students are 
the same. Each one has some 
weaknesses in some field. So, 
my work is to find a way where 
every student becomes able to 
understand.

Cherine Beyrouti, a USP V stu-
dent who tutored grades 3 and 
4 elementary students said: “The 
kids are so little and they need 
your help in everything. It feels 
good to be needed; I feel import-
ant.” For Beyrouti, this is the first 
time she really engages in com-
munity work. She said many of 
her peers in USP V love the new 
exposure as well. 

Students Present their Summer Internship Experience to USP Team, 
Guests and Peers

USP Scholars Tutor School-Age Children at Nasma Learning Center



Beirut Bikeathon

The Beirut Bikeathon is an ini-
tiative that encourages the pub-
lic to engage in a healthy bike 
ride. The initiative was launched 
by Green Mind and the NGO had 
registration booths on AUB cam-
pus. This year’s message was: 
biking for safer bike lanes in the 
city. USP II student Farah Madi 
was put in charge of organiz-
ing and registering participants. 
Madi said: “I was surprised by 
the number of people who regis-
tered for this event and who care 
for having bike lanes in the city 
and this gave me a lot of hope for 

launching a future eco-friendly 
transport system.” The bike ride 
was executed on Sunday, Octo-
ber 5, 2014.

Bike for Life

On Saturday October 18, 2014, 
USP V scholar, Ibrahim Barada 
joined the “Bike for Life cam-
paign” to promote organ dona-
tion. The event was hosted by 
National Organization for Organ 
& Tissue Donation & Transplan-
tation (NOOTDT). Barada assist-
ed participants in registering for 
the event. Later, he rode his bike 
from Biel to Manara in support 

Biking for a Good Cause
of NOD’s message. Barada said 
that he really enjoyed the event, 
even though it rained heavily. 
“This event was very effective; I 
learned more about organ dona-
tion. I learned the value of life is 
not measured by its duration, but 
by its donation.”

A sample of USP II and USP IV 
students greeted USAID ASHA 
officials in West Hall on Friday, 
October 31, 2014. The students 
shared some of their recent com-
munity work and club and so-
ciety related activities with the 
representatives as they toured 
West Hall. Students were excit-
ed about meeting USAID officials 
and would have liked to extend 
the conversation beyond the 
limited time constriction of the 
meeting. 

USP Scholars Meet with ASHA Officials

Many USP scholars from across 
the three cohorts are active 
members of the Red Cross Youth 
Club at AUB. A popular event with 
scholars is the club’s weekly soup 
kitchen. Each Friday, students 
can volunteer at the St. Fransisco 
school in Hamra to provide nour-
ishment to individuals who can-
not afford their own food. In the 
words of USP IV scholar Yasmin 
Olabi: “I helped with organizing 
tables and serving food to under-
privileged elderly.”  USP V scholar 
Nour Halwani said: “It made me 
stop and think about the things I 
have.  It pushed me to help poor 
people and it developed in me 
an effective communication with 
people.” USP V scholar Cynthia 
Salameh who volunteered with 
this initiative several times add-
ed: “Each time I feel that people 
are happier than the last time. 
Our smiling faces help them en-
joy their day.” 

Helping Out at the Soup Kitchen with Red Cross Club





An entire troop of USP II, IV and 
V scholars put on their red AUB 
t-shirts to participate in the an-
nual Beirut marathon on Sun-
day, November 9, 2014. The 
scholars, who woke up at dawn 
to prepare for the event, partic-
ipated by distributing water to 
the runners, playing drums and 
cheering on the participants. 
Some students also participated 
in the marathon by walking the 
10 kilometer stretch to represent 
AUB. The scholars came back in a 
whirl of excitement about the ex-
perience. They reported that the 
activity was great fun and they 
loved participating. USP V schol-
ars were especially excited about 
the exposure the marathon of-
fered them.  

USP II student Zahraa Saleh was 
excited about the marathon and 

struck by the ethnic and cultural 
diversity of the participants. “It 
is an amazing feeling when you 
stop the thirst of someone run-
ning for the sake of peace,” Saleh 
Said.  

Participation in the marathon 
contributes to countless charities 
and causes and the scholars re-
flected that they were happy to 
be contributing to those causes 
through their participation in the 
marathon.  USP IV scholar Maher 
El Khechen reflected: “this event 
summarizes help, fun and enter-
tainment.” Another USP IV schol-
ar, Remy Rhayem, said: “The ac-
tivity encouraged me more and 
more to support many NGOs that 
work hard to complete a certain 
purpose…I will always support 
Brave Heart Foundation and oth-
er NGOs because they have valu-

able purposes.”

USP V scholar Joane Al Asmar 
said: “During this event people 
were running to support many 
issues…They were running for 
breast cancer, [against] early 
marriage, Lebanese army, do-
mestic violence, unity. When 
they passed by me, I saw how 
much people have problems and 
how they express their opinions 
in a peaceful and healthier way.” 
USP V scholar, Nagham Ras-
samny adds: “Beirut Marathon’s 
motto was ‘run for peace.’ The 
whole event was meant to unite 
Lebanese people for one purpose 
which is peace. Being a volun-
teer in this event allowed me to 
help achieving this purpose and 
taught me how important team 
work is.” 

USP Scholars Run for Beirut Marathon





demic career at AUB. “Since this 
is my last year in AUB, I decided 
to take advantage of the things I 
still did not do when I still have 
the chance to. The American Uni-

versity of Beirut, and more specif-
ically, the Faculty of Health Sci-
ences (FHS)… have given me a 

A lesson on the democratic po-
litical process was well delivered 
at AUB on Tuesday, November 
18 when the students held their 
annual elections of student body 
representatives. Four USP – two 
USP II and two USP IV - schol-
ars ran for Student Represen-
tative Committee (SRC) posts 
within their respective major and 
class. These students employed 
the leadership and communica-
tion skills their university career 
has helped them build, thus far, 
in the campaign. USP II scholar, 
Farah Madi, won an SRC junior 
seat for the Faculty of Health Sci-
ences and USP IV scholar, Khaled 
Al Kurdi, won an SRC sophomore 
seat for the Faculty of Arts and 
sciences. 

Madi reiterates the scholarship’s 
role in her decision to run for 
elections. She also wanted to do 
more for her department and uni-
versity, especially because she is 
approaching the end of her aca-

lot, and now it is my chance to 
give back,” said Madi. “I would 
also like to point out that this 
scholarship has played a role in 
shaping my priorities. Running 
for this position in my last year at 
AUB while overloaded with cours-
es, studying, and projects was 
not something I would have done 
in my first year. Now, community 
improvement has become one of 
my top priorities. I am very glad 
that I had the opportunity to be 
in this program since it was an 
eye-opener.” 

Al Kurdi regards elections as a 
chance to meet many new peo-
ple, learn who your friends are 
and connect with AUB community 
in a manner which can create op-
portunities for higher outreach. 
On his duties and expectations 
as an SRC elect, Al Kurdi said “I 
want to prove that I am a hard 
worker, and I will run again next 
year.”

Two USP Scholars Win Representation at AUB Elections



As a final requirement in the 
speaking course, the USP V 
scholars enrolled in the Universi-
ty Preparatory Program have to 
complete presentations on vari-
ous topics.  On Thursday, Decem-
ber 4, 2014, students enrolled in 
the third and final level of the 
program really stood out this se-
mester as most performed very 
thoughtful presentations. The 
scholars addressed difficult exis-
tential and human-related ques-
tions. Many took on topics such 
as suicide, the definition of good 
and evil and women’s rights. One 
USP V scholar, Ibrahim Barada, 
shined in an outstanding presen-
tation he delivered on the illu-

sion of human rights. Decked in 
a smart suit, Barada’s charisma 
was amplified by his passionate 
delivery. He made strong argu-
ments on the lack of justice in 
the voting process and illustrat-
ed on the grim prospects for true 
freedom in a deceptive world. 

All throughout the semester, 
Barada and his peers worked 
on perfecting their presentation 
skills – everything from body 
language to organization was 
addressed. In addition, students 
were given ample room to ex-
press themselves by creating ad-
vertisements and short movies 
that helped them ease into public 

speaking – excerpts from the of-
ten hilarious movies the students 
created were screened at the end 
of the presentations to the gen-
eral amusement of the audience. 

Violence against women is a re-
curring issue in Lebanese society. 
To raise awareness on what goes 
on behind closed doors, sever-
al USP V students signed up to 
take part in “Lara,” an interactive 
play during which a woman ex-
periences domestic violence.  Af-
ter the first series of unfortunate 

events played out, the audience 
was invited to interfere and proj-
ect solutions that would prevent 
the woman’s miserable fate from 
taking place. USP V scholar Rahaf 
Dandash played the main role of 
Lara, the abused woman. On her 
experience, Dandash reflects: 
“This play was taken from a real 

story. When I had the chance 
to live her suffering I realized 
how important it is to stand up 
against those who underestimate 
women.” The play was performed 
in front of West Hall on Decem-
ber 9, 2014 where it attracted a 
crowd of spectators.

USP Scholars Enrolled in Level Three of the University Preparatory 
Program Give Outstanding End of Semester Presentations

Lara: An Interactive Play Raising Awareness on Domestic Violence



On the 10 December 2014, three 
groups of USP II scholars defend-
ed their project proposals in front 
of a panel composed of AUB and 
Mercy Corps representatives. All 
three proposals were approved 
and the implementation of the 
projects is scheduled to start in 
January 2015. The location and 
the topic of the approved projects 
include: Bayssour, Aley, Mount 
Lebanon Governorate – Bread 

baking co-op for women; Al Buss 
Palestinian Refugees Camp, Tyre, 
South Lebanon Governorate – 
Rehabilitation of a sports/football 
ground and Al Manara, West Be-
qaa, Beqaa Governorate – Cre-
ation/Partial rehabilitation of a 
public garden and open space for 
reading and extra-curricular ac-
tivities.

All USP scholars complete com-

munity projects before they 
graduate. Students undergo a 
thorough process of scooping 
community needs,  assembling 
a budget, writing proposals and 
soliciting support from local 
NGOs and networks, to actual 
implementation of their project. 
All CBPs aim to be sustainable 
initiatives that provide a positive 
change in a select area of Leba-
non.

Three Groups of USP Scholars Successfully Defend their Proposals 
for Community-based Service Projects (CSP)



USP Team is:

Dr. Malek Tabbal, Program Director
Dr. Samar Harkouss, Associate Director & Academic Monitor on USP II, IV, V
Ms. Nadine Ghaith, Academic Monitor on USP VI
Ms. Rola El Mekkawi, Program Coordinator on USP II & IV
Ms. Mahassen Ramadan, Program Coordinator on USP V
Mr. Mohamad El Amine, Assistant to the Director
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