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Descriptive Summary

Call No.: A:956

Library Catalog ID:

Record Creator: Ma'louf, Isa Iskandar, 1869-1956.

Collection Title: Isa Iskandar al- Ma'louf Collection, 19" Century—1950°s.
Collection Dates: 19" Century—1956

Physical Description: 159 boxes (53 linar feet)

Language(s): Arabic, English, French, Ottoman Turkish, Russian and Romanian.

Administrative Information

Source: The American University of Beirut acquired this collection through purchase in two
phases. The first took place in 1925, when Dr. Asad Rustum bought part of it from Zahle and
placed it in the library’s archives room. Nearly eighty years later, in 2015, the university
libraries purchased the remaining portion from the grandson of Issa Iskandar al-Ma'louf.
Access Restrictions: The collection can be consulted within the premises of the Archives and
Special Collections Department, Jafet Memorial Library, American University of Beirut.
Photocopying Restriction: No photocopying restriction except for fragile material.
Preferred Citation: Isa Iskandar al- Ma'louf Collection, 19th Century — 1950’s, A:956, Box
no.-, File no.-, Archives and Special Collections, American University of Beirut/Library.

Scope and Content

This rich and expansive collection encompasses a wide array of subjects, studies, and research
materials authored by Issa Iskandar al-Ma’louf and his contemporaries. It includes a selection
of his writings and scholarly work by his sons and brothers-in-law. Particular attention is given
to documents concerning his son Fawzi, who passed away at a young age during his father’s
lifetime. The materials include his poetry, letters of condolence sent to the family, and
newspaper clippings published about him.

The collection also contains hundreds of letters, including correspondence from prominent
figures in the fields of literature, language, politics and culture addressed to Issa Iskandar al-
Ma’louf. Among the correspondents were the famous Ahmad Taymour Pasha, Muhammad
Kurd Ali, Halim Dammous, Philippe de Tarrazi, Ameen Rihani, May Ziadeh, Jurji Zaidan,
Nassif and Warda al Yaziji. and several AUB figures like Jabr Dumit, Asad Rustum, Philip
Hitti, and, among others. Other letters were sent by notable individuals from Lebanese, Syrian,
and Palestinian families, often in response to al-Ma’louf’s request for genealogical information
as part of his extensive work on the history of Eastern families. Some letters contain inquiries
on specific linguistic issues.

Also preserved in the collection are dozens of manuscript drafts of Issa’s works, many in his
own handwriting. such as traditional crafts and industries in Damascus, the history of
earthquakes in the Levant, falconry, and carpet weaving, among others. It also features
transcripts of lectures he delivered—sometimes to students in schools and universities, and at
other times to seasoned scholars and researchers. Some of these works remain unpublished,
while others were never completed. The collection further includes a wide range of historical
newspapers, printed in Beirut and other regions of Lebanon, as well as Syria, Egypt, Palestine,



and diaspora communities in North and South America, including USA, Brazil, and Argentina.
Notably, most of these newspapers ceased publication long ago and are now considered rare.

Among the most prominent and valuable items in the collection is a set of Ottoman-era
documents issued in the Mutasarrifate of Mount Lebanon. Some of these bear the official seals
of the Mutasarrifs, while others date to earlier periods. Most of these documents address
economic and social matters.

The collection also encompasses an extensive array of personal and business cards from
prominent figures in the realms of culture and literature. It further includes invitation cards for
lectures and public events, along with greeting cards marking various religious occasions.

The collection also contains numerous publications dating back to the early 20th century, many
of which are now exceedingly rare. A significant portion consists of paper booklets, including
instructional manuals issued by the British Mandate authorities in Egypt and Palestine during
World War II, aimed at educating the public on how to protect themselves from poison gas or
shelling in the event of German air raids.

Also included are books designed to teach British soldiers the colloquial Arabic spoken in
Egypt, to facilitate communication with the local population. Additionally, the collection
features Russian and Romanian publications on the history of the region, with their titles
translated into Arabic by Issa Iskandar al-Ma’louf.



Arrangement

The collection is arranged in nine series:
Series I: Isa Maluf’s life and family
Series II: Ma’luf’s Research

Subseries I1.1: Published articles of Isa and
his children’s

Subseries I1.2: Drafts of his research
Subseries 11.3: Geneology

Subseries 11.4: History

Subseries I1.5: Arabic Language
Subseries I1.6: Commentaries & Research
Subseries I1.7: Lectures & Addresses
Subseries I1.8: Salient Manuscripts

Series II1: Maluf relationship with AUB

Series IV: Family & Professional
Correspondance

Subseries IV.1: Family Letters
Subseries IV.2: Letters from prominent
contemporaries
Subseries IV.3: Maluf’s correspondence
arranged in chronological order
Subseries IV.4: Condolence letters
Subseries IV.S: Invitation cards
Series V: Ottoman Documents

Series VI: Cultural Life during Maluf’s Era

Subseries VI.1: Lebanon

=  Subseries VI.2: Syria

= Subseries V1.3: Egypt

= Subseries V1.4: Newspapers: Arab world

= Subseries VI.5: Newspapers of the
Diaspora

Series VII: Catalog Collection
Series VIII: Photograph Collection
Series IX: Postcard Collection
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Isa Iskandar al-Ma’louf (April 11, 1869 — July 2, 1956) was a Lebanese historian and
literary scholar. He was the patriarch of a family of writers and poets, including his sons
Fawzi, Shafiq, and Riyad as well as his brothers-in-law. He received his primary education
in his village school before continuing his studies at the school in Shweir, which was
operated by the English Mission. A devoted reader, he mastered eight living languages: his
native Arabic, as well as English, French, Latin, Greek, Ottoman Turkish, Persian, and
Hebrew.

Al-Ma’louf began his teaching career at the Jesuit school in Kfar Aqab, then moved to the
Orthodox school in Kfteen, northern Lebanon, where he taught Arabic literature. Later, he
joined the faculty of the Oriental College in Zahle, where he taught Arabic, English, and
mathematics. He also founded a monthly journal titled 4/-Athar ("The Antiquities"), which
ran for five years. He was an active member of several Arabic language academies in Cairo,
Damascus, Beirut, and Brazil.

Al-Ma’louf is considered one of the most prolific Arab scholars of his time in both literary
and historical writing. Despite his extensive output, most of his work remains in manuscript
form and unpublished. His unpublished manuscripts exceed fifty titles, some spanning
multiple volumes.

In his later years, he suffered from chronic illnesses, particularly asthma, which confined
him to his home from the late 1940s onward. During this period, he remained deeply
engaged in reading, writing, and contributing articles to newspapers and journals. He
continued to author works on history and genealogy until his passing at dawn on July 2,
1956.
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Beiramar, no. 232, 17 — 8 — 1930.

Telegrammas, 9 september 1931

O Estado do para’, XXI, no. 6.823, 9 September 1931.
Oriente, IX, no. 8, 10 may 1936.
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Series VII: Isa Iskandar al-Ma‘luf Catalog Collection,1888-1988.

Contains books and imprints catalogs from libraries and publishing houses in the MENA
Region, Europe, India, and the United States between 1888 and 1988. (Imprints Catalogs,
Publishing & Publishers).

Series VIII: Isa Iskandar al-Ma‘luf Photograph Collection,1890s-1950s.

Contains around 900 photographs related to Isa’s family, his relatives, and acquaintances in
Lebanon and diaspora mainly Latin America.

Series IX: Isa Iskandar al-Ma‘luf Postcard Collection,1900s—1940.

Contains 885 postcards, assembled by al-Ma’luf, features images from Africa, Europe,
Asia, and the Americas, depicting landmarks, landscapes, streets, architecture, and
people. The collection offers valuable visual resources for historians, geographers,
researchers of art and architecture, and scholars of travel and visual culture.

Archival Material

Najib Hawawini’s Calligraphy Collection,1927-1929. IMH:1927-1929

Books and Thesis About al-Ma'louf

dpalal) galaal) puae o glaall JaiSu) e a3 pal) ASlall (1961) b cislaall o
Anali ) Aol Alaa :aldall j dASYEa lany o U (Al 11956-1869 <A all
CA 928.927:M258isA

bl a3 jalal) G glreall jaiSu) e (1969) AL g g2l o
J 928.927:M2581A

LA 5 & sall 5 sl £(1956-1869) hsiaall JaiSu s (1972) Caisa (lidan) o
8 sk da jn o Jpanll Aalill Aealall 8 laY) A0S Ay jel) Al anl) dadie AL )
YT AAK bl Aealal) scg s sl de ) gha 0 ol ) o(aY)
F 928.927: I8721A

Compiled articles of Isa Iskandar al-Ma’louf can be found at Alsharekh Archive here.
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/Libraries/asc/Collections/Documents/FindingAids/IssaMaalufCatalogCollectionFA.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/Libraries/asc/Collections/Documents/FindingAids/IsaIskandarAlMalufPhotographCollectionFA.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/Libraries/asc/Collections/Documents/FindingAids/IsaMalufPostcardsCollection.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/Libraries/asc/Collections/Documents/FindingAids/NajibHawawiniCollectionFA.pdf
https://archive.alsharekh.org/AuthorArticles/348

For a complete list of al-Ma’louf’s books at AUB libraries, click here.
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https://libcat.aub.edu.lb/discovery/search?query=any%2Ccontains%2C%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%88%D9%81%D8%8C%20%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%89%20%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%B1&tab=LibraryCatalog&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=961AUB_INST%3AAUB_MAIN&lang=en&offset=0

