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Abstract: At the turn of the 20th century, Mansour Hanna Jurdak, student of missionary William
Carslaw in Choueir, joined the Syrian Protestant College (SPC) to graduate and teach at the
American University of Beirut (AUB), and to author books on mathematics and astronomy for
several years to come. Professor Jurdak and his children, Fuad and Salma, as well as his grandson
Philip Khoury, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, they all served AUB for long years at different
intervals between 1904 and the present).
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Collections Department of the Jafet Memorial Library at the American University of Beirut.
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Preferred Citation: Researchers are requested to cite the collection as Mansour Hanna Jurdak
Collection, 1901-1964, AA:6.2.10, Box no., File no., American University of Beirut/Library
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Scope and Content

Mansour Jurdak Collection comprises a group of articles by him that document the history of
different AUB departments, biographies of prominent AUB alumni, professors, etc.; as well as
some articles that address issues related to astronomy and mathematics education at SPC at the
turn of the twentieth century, and his memoirs. The collection is an important source of
information for researchers interested in AUB history, history of astronomy in Lebanon, and
mathematics education in Lebanon.

Arrangement

The Collection is arranged in three series:

Series I: Biographical information, addresses, and correspondence.
Series II:  Works by Mansour Jurdak.
Series Ill:  Secondary sources.

Biographical Sketch

Born in Choueir in 1881, Mansour Hanna Jurdak studied at the school of the Scottish missionary
of Dr. William Carslaw. His outstanding performance at the school won him a scholarship at the
Syrian Protestant College, which he joined in 1896 and graduated from with a bachelor’s degree
in arts in 1901. Jurdak was an instructor of Mathematics at the Preparatory Department at the
International College in Ras-Beirut. In 1904 he was appointed as Professor of mathematics and
astronomy at SPC, while he continued his graduate studies and received a Master of Arts degree
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in 1907. Jurdak was promoted to full professor and chairman of the Department of Mathematics
at SPC in 1911. After receiving his training under Robert West and Julius Brown he became the
chairman of the Department of Astronomy, he was trusted with the responsibility of running the
Lee observatory during World War I. Under his leadership, the observatory won the confidence
of the local community, to the point that even Dar al-Fatwa depended on his lunar recordings to
determine the start and end of the month of Ramadan. Professor Jurdak is equally remembered for
having been the first to observe a nova (an exploding star) and to discover the new star Hercule in
1918, which he named “Al-Kulliyah” because of his devotion to AUB. His achievements also
include writing several textbooks in Mathematics and teaching Engineering courses before the
School of Engineering was established, authoring an English-Arabic astronomical dictionary and
an Arabic volume on classical astronomy, as well as serving as Chairman of the Lebanese
Committee for Astronomy. Jurdak died in 1964; he had received the Lebanese Golden Order of
Merit at his retirement in 1947 and the distinguished Order of Daniel Bliss in 1961.

Subject Headings

Jurdaq, Mansur Hanna, 1881-1964.

American University of Beirut -- Faculty.

American University of Beirut -- Faculty -- Awards.
American University of Beirut -- Correspondence.
American University of Beirut -- Faculty of Engineering and Architecture.
Astronomy.

Civil engineering -- History.

Intellectuals -- Lebanon -- Diaries.

Student Movements -- Lebanon.

Evolution -- Study and teaching -- Lebanon.
Religion and Science -- Lebanon.
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Series I: Biographical information, addresses, and correspondence (Box 1)
File 1: Biographical information on Professor Jurdak and honoring received.
File 2: Eulogy by Vice President Archie Crawford, 1964.
File 3: Obituary, April 7, 1964.
File 4: Addresses (handwritten in Arabic):
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File 5: Addresses on various occasions.
File 6: Correspondence I, 1912 - 1955
File 7: Correspondence 11, 1933.



File 8: 130 «Jall sl 33y a3 3l ) seaie i) <l She

File 9: 1204 2120V ¢ clusall Cug s a8 Blaa  seaie Hu) il S3e

Series I1: Works by Mansour Jurdak (Boxes 2 & 3)

Box 2: Articles by him
File 1: (his own manuscript)
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File 5: Articles by him in Arabic published in “sluwall &g 5
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Box 3: Bibliography and articles by him in English

File 1: Bibliography and some of his work.
File 2: Articles by him (handwritten in English):
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Reveal the Differences in Mental Ability between and among Pupils;
The First Twenty-five Years of the Department of Civil Engineering, 1914 -

1939;

Thirty-one Years in the Department of Engineering, 1912 - 1943,



The Development of Mathematics during the last Twenty Years, 1901 - 1921;
Educational Value of Mathematics.
File 3: Articles by him (English):
The New Star in Aquilae;
Educational Value of Mathematics, 1914.
File 4: Articles by him (French):
Quelques Faits Astronomiques Dignes d'Intérét;
Le Climat du Liban.
File 5: Introduction to Calculus: Problem Solving and other Copybooks.
File 6: Material used by him: Tribute to the Memory of Franklin Moore, 1915;
Arabic Index;
Meteorological Lists;
Tables of Fixed Stars.

Series I11: Secondary Sources

Box 4: Photos, Dictionary and Atlas

File 1: Copies of Photos.

File 2: Miscellaneous.

File 3: Dictionary of Scientific Terms: Arabic/ English, 1963.
File 4: Atlas of Astronomy by A. Keith Johnston.

Related Material at AUB
Publications

- American University of Beirut. (1952). Directory of alumni, 1870-1952. Beirut: American
University of Beirut, Alumni Association. CARAUB: 378.5692:A512w:1870-1952:c.1, p:
41, 63
- Abunnasr, Maria. (2017). 46 Streets: AUB’s imprints of streets of Beirut. Retrieved from:
https://www.aub.edu.lb/Neighborhood/Pages/46streets.aspx
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Articles by Mansour Jurdak in Al-Kulliyah

- Jurdag, M. (1914, April). The educational value of mathematics (Part i). Al-Kulliyeh, 5(6),

163 — 166.

- Jurdag, M. (1914, May). The educational value of mathematics (Part ii). Al-Kulliyeh, 5(7),
213 - 216.

- Jurdag, M. (1934, February). Vocational guidance in engineering lines. Al-Kulliyeh, 20,
85.

- Jurdag, M. (1948, January). Two A.U.B. professors honored by the Lebanese government.
Al-Kulliyeh, 23, 10.

- Jurdag, M. (1961, summer). Jurdak and Bustani receive Bliss award and grant praise from
former president. Al-Kulliyeh, 37, 7.

- Jurdagq, M. (1964, spring). Professor Emeritus Mansur Jurdak dies; University holds
funeral service. Al-Kulliyeh, 40, 22.
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Books by Mansour Jurdak

- Jurdag, M. (1916). An advanced arithmetic. Beirut: American Mission Press.
CA 511:J95a:c.1
- Jurdag, M. (1928). School arithmetic. Beirut: American Mission Press.
CA511:J95s:v.2:c.1
- Jurdag, M. (1955). School arithmetic (book two). Beirut, Lebanon: American Press.
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Archival Material

- Archie S. Crawford Collection, ARCHIVE AA:2.3.8

- Edwin Lewis AUBIte file, AA:6.1

- Numah Jafet AUBIte file, AA:6.1

- Lee Observatory Collection, ARCHIVE AA:1.8

- Nikula Jurjus Shahin Collection, ARCHIVE AA:6.2.19.2

Photographs
Series I: Jurdak with Faculty and Students

- Faculty and staff, 1901-1902, Ph:SPC-AUB:1901-1902:(1):1-7:32, Ph:SPC-
AUB:1901-1902:(2):1-4:32

- Faculty and staff, 1904-1905, Ph:SPC-AUB:1905(5):1-5:34

- Wartime faculty, 1917, Ph:SPC-AUB:1917(5):1-7:38

- Arts and Sciences Faculty members, 1926, Ph:AUB:1926/06:1-2:40

- Faculty at Commencement, 1948, Ph:AUB:1948(3):1:43
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Series I1: Jurdak with visitors

- Visit of President Camille Chamoun to Lee Observatory, 1957,
Ph:AUB:1957/05/13:1- 6:47

Series I11: Jurdak’s honoring

- Award distribution to faculty for their years of service, 1950s,
Ph:AUB:1950s(21):1- 4:44



