
  

 

March 22, 2020 

Dear AUB students, faculty, and staff, 
 
As we face this unprecedented public health crisis, it is our firm belief that the AUB 
community is best served by decisive leadership and clear communication. That way 
we can work together to take preventive measures guided by scientific evidence and 
to avoid unnecessary anxiety.  
 
The rate of new COVID-19 cases is increasing in Lebanon. We therefore urge our 
community to stay at home unless absolutely necessary to protect themselves and 
their families. Taking this action now will also help delay the exponential growth of the 
coronavirus in our country, with the obvious impact that would have on our health 
services.  
 
AUB has decided to implement tighter restrictions on access to campus, such that only 
essential employees in the least numbers possible will be admitted to campus. There 
should be no face-to-face campus meetings or shared occupancy of offices or labs. The 
only exception is for those whose work specifically relates to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The health of our community comes first in all our decision-making. However, there 
are many other critical considerations to address. These include how to improve the 
delivery of technologically supported learning and assessment, the possibility of 
amending our schedules and syllabi to accommodate the disruption, and whether and 
how to implement an optional pass/fail grading system, either for courses or the 
whole semester.  We understand some students have expressed concerns about 
remote proctoring tools. Please rest assured that AUB only releases new tools after 
proper communication with the students following a comprehensive evaluation.  
 
We are also working around the clock to ensure that connectivity issues do not 
compromise any individual’s ability to deliver their best, and to find ways of 
supporting our employees and their families through these difficult times. We shall 
communicate to you further on all these issues in the coming days, once the details 
have been ironed out and approved by the university’s administration and academic 
leadership.  
 
 
 
 



At a time of great tension, it is understandable that students will need to raise issues 
with their university. Please remember there are clear protocols to follow, starting 
with contacting their advisor, chairperson, or associate dean, before escalating to their 
dean, the provost, or myself. I am unable to respond to the hundreds of emails that I 
am currently receiving. But I would like to thank you for the kind and supportive 
messages that many of you have sent. For those who want to air their grievances, just 
remember the whole world is changing before our eyes. Try to see things in 
perspective and trust that we are doing everything possible to safeguard the 
university and its community.   
 
I want to reassure you that this health crisis will pass, as have its predecessors. There 
will be more stress and inconvenience, but through unity and mutual support, we shall 
come through it together, stronger, more resilient, and having learned new and 
valuable lessons about ourselves and those around us.  
 
In the meantime, please stay safe, and help yourselves, Lebanon, and the whole of 
humanity by staying at home. 
 
Best regards,  
 
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD 

President 
 

  

  
 


