
  

  

 

May 18, 2020 

Dear AUB community,  
  
As the 2019-20 academic year draws to a close, I am writing to set out the conditions that will 
govern AUB’s reopening for the 2020 summer term, which begins on June 1. As we have since 
this crisis began, we are putting safety first, and the following measures will be implemented 
in line with the recommendations of our Expert Committee on COVID-19, and in close 
coordination with the expanded Council of Associate Deans, the Office of the Registrar, the 
Office of Student Affairs, the Office of Protection, and the Environmental Health, Safety, and 
Risk Management team. 
 
The government schedule for phased reopening—which is contingent on the continued 
containment of COVID-19 cases in Lebanon and therefore subject to amendment—stipulates 
that educational establishments should return as of May 25. This schedule allows AUB to 
reopen, but with community health our priority, we shall only be conducting academic 
activities on campus that cannot be completed remotely, e.g., lab courses, practicums, and 
internships. Such activities that can proceed on campus will do so under strict infection 
prevention and control measures that comply with US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidance. These measures can be categorized under the following three headings: 
 
Keep a safe distance. Remain two meters apart from others whenever possible; avoid any 
physical contact with others and do not shake hands or embrace friends; avoid crowding (in 
elevators or doorways, for example); if you experience COVID-19 symptoms, stay at home and 
contact your healthcare provider. 
 
Cover your nose and mouth. Wear cloth face covers or oral-nasal masks in the presence of 
other people to avoid spreading droplets that might contain the virus; make sure you are 
masked as you enter campus, or you will be turned away. 
 
Follow strict hygiene rules. Wash your hands with soap and water as often as practicable; use 
hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available; use a tissue to sneeze or cough into, or to 
dry your hands and turn off the faucet, then discard it in a waste bin; take particular care with 
frequently touched surfaces; do not share stationery, printed material, or other objects; scan 
and send soft copies of documents rather than sharing hard copies by hand. 
 
These rules should be observed closely by the entire AUB community until such time as they 
can be further relaxed, remembering that a rise in COVID-19 cases could necessitate a tighter 
lockdown. Staff required to maintain the essential operations of the university will return to 
campus under these same rules. You can expect to hear from your supervisors in this respect. 
 



All classrooms and lab spaces will be allocated with sufficient space for proper physical 
distancing. More detailed information to support teaching faculty will be released by their 
faculty/school Academic Continuity Teams.  
 
Students who have registered for summer courses will be notified whether their teaching will 
be offered physically or remotely. Those who cannot attend in person, either because they 
have a compromised immune system or other risk factors, or if they cannot physically reach 
campus, should register for online courses only and may need to amend their schedules as a 
result.  
 
AUB’s objective is to enable the safe resumption of core academic activities that require in-
person teaching. We shall continue to keep the libraries, cafeterias, sports facilities, and other 
nonessential operations closed until further notice. Faculty and students should not come to 
campus if they do not have classes and are required to leave as soon as their last class 
finishes. AUB student housing will continue to operate under current restrictions and on a 
case-by-case basis. For further information please contact the student housing office.    
 
Unquestionably, 2019-2020 has been an incredibly challenging academic year for our whole 
community. Whether in teaching, learning, research, service, or supporting roles, you have 
done our university proud by your determination to keep the AUB flame burning brightly amid 
the gloom and desperation that surrounds us. Normally, this is our season to applaud the well-
deserved success and future impact of 2,000 fresh graduates—but we must put aside such 
happy thoughts until we can properly come together in celebration. Our focus instead is on a 
safe resumption of campus education that cannot be accomplished online and we know we 
can count on the exceptional AUB family to bring this about through informed awareness and 
compliance with the measures we need to take to protect ourselves and those around us.  
  
Best regards, 
  
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD 
President 

 

  

  
 


