
 
 

 

 

Address by Ambassador Frank G. Wisner, member of AUB Board of Trustees and Chairman of the 

International Advisory Council of AUB 

  

We are gathered to inaugurate a new campus of the American University of Beirut, AUB Mediterraneo.  In 

doing so, we are adding a page in our University’s history and to America’s contribution to higher learning 

in this region.  That contribution has been unique, offering generations an introduction to modern 

economics, political theory, a grasp of theoretical and practical science and the study, teaching and practice 

of medicine. Many would argue, and with considerable merit, that the elevation and sharing of higher 

education may be America’s most enduring and most impactful contribution to the world. 

  

Thanks to the generosity and foresight of the Republic of Cyprus and the Μunicipality of Pafos, we are 

now able to extend our University’s contribution to the development and dissemination of knowledge 

across the Eastern Mediterranean.  

  

AUB opens its doors in Pafos determined to develop fully in the decade ahead a new campus.  It will draw 

upon the resources of our outstanding faculty and administration in Beirut. 

  

The new campus will permit AUB to amplify its message and offerings, adding to our core institutional 

base and reaching future scholars in this region.  We recognize the Eastern Mediterranean is regaining 

strategic, geopolitical and economic significance and we want to be a part of it.  I am proud that our new 

institution will serve as a demonstration of United States interest and commitment to the Eastern 

Mediterranean. 

  

The young men and women who graduate from AUB Mediterraneo will discover their education is a 

gateway to global citizenship as well as individual opportunity.   

  

Ladies and gentlemen, at heart, AUB is an American institution with a unique character which draws on 

the energy, culture and traditions of Lebanon and the Middle East.  We are proud to be in Cyprus, itself a 

great center of Mediterranean, Greek, and Hellenic civilization. 

  

As educators and scholars, we know we stand on hallowed ground.  In today’s world Institutions of higher 

learning are mindful of our debt to the civilization of which Cyprus is apart and to which Cyprus has made 

important contributions. 

  

Our very conception of knowledge and learning is rooted in the literary traditions of Homer’s Iliad and 

Odyssey.  Greek men of letters set the stage for modern science and the study of history and philosophy.  

The contribution of the Sophists, the Academy of Plato, the Lyceum of Aristotle and the advances in 

medicine which occurred along the coast of the Eastern Mediterranean are the foundations of modern 

systems of knowledge, systems which are today embedded in the AUB experience.  

  

AUB is a direct decedent of this humanistic tradition.  Our values are based on the freedom of inquiry, 

unbound from the strictures but respectful of revealed religions. We hold firmly to the principles of 



 
 

 

academic freedom, freedom of speech and the free exercise of thought.  We teach democratic 

participation.  We believe in the agency of man and his responsibility to shape history; reverence for art as 

the glorification of the human experience is central to our University’s tradition.   

  

AUB has lived by these principles for over a century and a half.  I can assure you we will continue to do so 

as your guests in Cyprus and as we build partnerships with other great institutions of higher learning in this 

country.  I bring today AUB’s Board of Trustees’ commitment to support fully the development of this 

new campus.  Together with the University’s administration we have studied carefully the task ahead.   

 

Our thanks go to the President of the Republic of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades, the outstanding Mayor of the 

Municipality of Pafos, Phedonas Phedonos.  Without their unstinting support, I would not be standing 

before you today, convinced of the promise of AUB Mediterraneo.  We expect our partnership to grow and 

deepen over the years. 

  

AUB also makes a commitment to excellence in our academics, in the quality of our citizenship and our 

respect for your national institutions.  We are convinced the new campus is financially sustainable.  At the 

same time, we are mindful of our responsibility to maintain and advance the work of our mother institution 

in Beirut.  

  

Let me close with a word as an American.  I am proud of our long-standing ties to this country and to its 

peace and prosperity.  Americans count themselves among your well-wishers and champions.  I am 

particularly pleased the ties between our government and yours have grown so strong over recent the 

years.  The best days of the relationship lie ahead.  Today we open a vital new page.   

  

  


