Nicos Anastasiades, President of the Republic of Cyprus

It is with great pleasure that | am here among you today on the occasion of the signing ceremony of
the momentous Agreement between the Municipality of Pafos and the American University of Beirut,
for the establishment of an Academic Institution in Cyprus.

An Institution, which by investing since its establishment in the professionalism that distinguishes its
Scientific and Administrative Staff, connected its long course with the production and transmission of
knowledge but also the formation of young skilled scientists, based on its relevant principles:

Respect for academic freedom, freedom of thought and democratic participation.

In this context, in the presence of the President of the University, the inspired and visionary academic
Fadlo Khuri and the rest of the members of the University delegation, | wish to congratulate them for
the distinguished course of the Institution but also, especially for their vote of confidence to Cyprus
and the perspectives it offers in the field of University Education and beyond.

Therefore, | can only express my genuine satisfaction, as this choice arises as a result of the policy
we have adopted as Government aimed at upgrading the quality of University Education, the
establishment of new Academic Institutions, the attraction of internationally renowned scientists and

researchers and local and foreign students.

Great importance is attributed to the following which also constitute, among other, tangible
confirmation of the policy we have adopted:

* The recorded distinctions and high positions that our academic institutions receive in the University

ranking systems from reputable international and European organizations.

* The fact that during the spring semester of the previous academic year more than 54,000 students
were studying at the Higher Education Institutions of Cyprus, of which 30,000 came from countries
of the European Union and third countries.

For comparison purposes, it is important to note that during the academic year 2012-2013, 32,000
students were studying at the Higher Education Institutions of Cyprus, of which only 8,000 were

citizens from European or third countries.

At the same time, it would be an omission if | did not praise Mayor Phedonas Phedonos and the
Members of the Pafos Municipal Council, as a strong example of a Local Authority that does not limit

its initiatives to administrative issues.



Undoubtedly, the establishment of the American University of Beirut, in combination with other
corresponding successful actions preceded by the Municipal Council, consolidate Pafos on the map
of higher academic education, while at the same time provide substantial dimension and content to
the vision and policy of the State for the promotion of our country into a regional educational and

research centre.

Distinguished Guests,

The presence of the Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs,
whom | warmly welcome, highlights in the most practical way the importance of establishing the
American University but also the support of the USA in converting Cyprus into an educational hub in

the region.

At the same time, it reflects the constantly upgraded relations between the two countries, which are
now considered to be of strategic importance, either through bilateral cooperation in a number of
fields and sectors, including economy, energy, defence, humanitarian crisis management or either
through US participation in tripartite collaborations aimed at meeting our common goals in the eastern
Mediterranean:

The achievement of peace, security and stability, on the basis of international law and good
neighbourly relations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Beyond the obvious contribution of the new University in upgrading university education in our

country, the multiple benefits it will bring are also of great significance.

Benefits such as, among other, the attraction of new investments and the creation of jobs, which will
greatly contribute to the further economic, cultural and social development taking place in Pafos in

recent years.
A regenerated Pafos of growth and progress.

A growth and progress which we note with great satisfaction, as the result of the synergies that we
have developed as Government together with the Municipal Council of the town, through the impetus
given by the implementation of major projects to which | have extensively referred during my frequent

visits to the town.



Dear friends,

| have no doubt that the American University of Beirut will become the new cultural centre, the new

hub for exchanging ideas and knowledge in our country.

| would therefore like to once more congratulate all stakeholders for their contribution to the success

of this project.

| am absolutely certain that you will work with the same dedication, so that the University can operate
within the predetermined schedules, putting at the service of the local and international community,

its energy, know-how and achievements.

In this context, as we have already done, | assure you that the State will continue to support and

assist you for the unhindered implementation of this common vision.

Thank you



