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University Student Faculty Committee 2018-2019 
Meeting 4  

 
 

Date: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

Time: 6:15 pm. 

Location: West Hall room 310. 

Attendance: 

Name Position Attendance 

President Fadlo Khuri President, Chairperson Absent 

Dean Talal Nezameddin Dean of Student Affairs Absent 

Dr. Charbel Tarraf Associate Dean of Student Affairs Present 

Ms. Hiba Hamade Coordinator of Student Activities  Absent 

Dr. Mohamad Abiad FAFS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Carmen Geha FAS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Rima Habib FHS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Achraf Makki FM faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Rania Mardini OSB faculty representative Present 

Dr. Issam Srour SFEA faculty representative Present 

Bentelhoda Rahme FAFS student representative Present 

Ghina Ghayyad FAFS student representative Present 

Hasan Chamsedine FAS student representative Present 

Hussein Shemali FAS student representative Present 

Michel Bejjani FAS student representative Present 

Saleem Halablab FAS student representative Present 

Satia Al Alam FAS student representative Present 

Gina Zeid FHS student representative Present 

Hala Haddad FHS student representative Present 

Hussein Khachfe FM student representative Present 

Tarek Youssef FM student representative Present 

Ali Zayour OSB student Representative Present 

Jouny Al Roumhein OSB student Representative Present 

Zeina Mikati OSB student Representative Present 
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Ali Zeiniddine SFEA student representative Present 

Chadi Falha SFEA student representative Absent 

Joey Nseir  SFEA student representative Present 

Omar Al Halabi SFEA student representative Present 

Sacha Dibe SFEA student representative Present 
 
 
Voting members present: 20 
Quorum achieved.  
 

1. Approval of meeting 3 minutes. 
2. New Management of seating in Jafet. 
3. Student Research fund – Faculty funding (no vote) 
4.  Postponing Graduation Date 
5. Funding request by AUBMUN. 
6. Funding request by BEYMUN. 
7. Other Business. 

 
Meeting called to order at 6:17 PM 
 

1. Approval of meeting 3 minutes: 
 

 Minutes were approved after fixing a typing mistake. 
 A faculty member suggested to number the pages of the minutes. 

 
 
A student member asked if we can do a meeting every week instead of every two weeks so that 
more proposals can pass. 

 
It was stated that according to the bylaws: 

 Meetings should be done every other week. 
 Any USFC member that skips 3 meetings without having an excuse will be dismissed 

from the USFC. 
 
 

2. New Management of seating in Jafet by Saleem Halablab. 
 

There is a notable shortage of study spaces around campus; the number of library seats available 
on campus currently is not sufficient to accommodate the large student body at AUB. Most 
students do not find a place in Jafet Library to study during the semester due to other students 
reserving seats and leaving the library for hours. This only adds to the problem of shortage of 
available study spaces and leads to the ineffective use of available study spaces. The current 
system of management in Jafet Library: a student  
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waits for another student away from the study desk for 20 minutes and places a paper on that 
desk with the time the student left. After the 20 minutes pass, the student may then remove the 
belongings on the reserved seat. However, this is rarely done as it creates student-student 
tension/conflict and the process requires 20 minutes of waiting.  
 
However, in order to solve this issue, a new system is proposed in which the staff in the 
reference room and the computer lab are responsible to remove the belongings of students that 
have left their studying desks or computer for more than 30 mins.  
The staff will take note of the time (and seat number) when a given student leaves their place 
with their personal items still reserved on the seat. If the student does not return to their place 
after 30 minutes of the recorded time, the staff member will take note of the time and will 
remove the student’s belongings. To organize this matter, all the seats in the reference room will 
be given a seat number (the seats in the computer lab are already numbered). The belongings are 
to be placed in a bag with the number of the desk labelled on the bag and is sealed to prevent any 
losses.  
 
 

 
Discussion: 
 

 A faculty member was concerned if the new suggested system would be feasibly done by 
only one staff member at the library and if it is included in their working scope or no. 
Saleem stated that it doesn’t involve a lot of effort and that he asked the coordinator and 
he agreed. 

 A student member suggested automating the process to make it more organized by using 
excel sheets of the desk number and the time that they left. 

 A faculty member stated that putting the students’ stuff in a bag when they leave is better 
than the current system of removing them and putting them all above each other. 

 It was also stated that having staff members remove students’ things is safer than having 
other students do so. 

 The members of the committee agreed to increase the time from 20 to 30 minutes to give 
students a proper time to have a break. 

 A faculty member suggested that this new system would be implemented in the computer 
lab too. 

 
Motion: 
 
Motion to approve the new system of Management of seating in Jafet. 
 
Proposal was approved unanimously  

 
 

3. Student Research fund – Faculty funding (no vote) by Hussein Khachfe 
 

This proposal is about creating the USFC research funding for students. As we all know, 
each year a lot of students apply for individual funding requests mostly for traveling 
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expenses when they want to present their research abroad. We also have a lot of students 
that want to start their own research projects but lack funding from department to cover 
their costs. In order to solve this issue, Hussein suggested allocating 5% of the USFC 
yearly funds (around $12,000) for the USFC research fund that students can apply to. 
URF has 2 possible grants, a research grant or a presentation grant.  
The research grand will be up to 750$ for each student. 750 because it’s the standard 
number used now for individual funding requests associated with the costs for beginning 
the research project, publishing fees, supply fees etc.. They will be evaluated based of a 
first come first serve basis. The final deadline which will be in august which will receive 
the least money, so students must stand up their game and apply as earliest as possible. 
 
Discussion: 
 

 This proposal was abstained from voting because the faculty of medicine is the 
only faculty that contributes money to the USFC (around $10,000) a year so if 
other faculties can also contribute by paying to the USFC then this will increase 
the money which leads to increasing the contribution to faculties. 

 The money given from the FM faculty to the USFC is not given directly for 
students, that money was put to the USFC for research. 

 This includes both national and international conferences. 
 A faculty member stated that time frame is a liability, if people join the university 

in spring then it won’t be fair. 
 A student member suggested to split the money into 2 semesters, $6,000 in fall 

and another $6,000 in spring. 
 A student member stated that the difference between individual funding requestes 

and the USFC research funding is that the USFC research funding doesn’t fund 
the entire project. 

 Is there a between graduate and undergraduate student since graduate students 
need any funding they can get in order to continue with their project. 

 A student member suggested to target undergraduates that need to do a research. 
 It was decided to discuss the amount of money for the cap. 
 It was decided that we need to how the projects are going to be looked at; Who is 

going to look at projects and based on what are they going to fund them? 
 

 
Dr. Rania Mardini was dismissed at 6:38 PM 
 

4.  Postponing Graduation Date by Zeina Mikati 
 

Every student looks forward for their graduation day; graduation day should be memorable for 
all students. As a student representative, many students have approached me complaining that 
the graduation day is during the holy month of Ramadan and that many students and students’ 
parents will be fasting and busy with the graduation therefore, they won’t have time to eat at the 
prayer time nor enjoy the day as much as they should.  
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The aim of this proposal is to please all the students by postponing the graduation day from 
Saturday June 1, 2019 to Saturday June 8, 2019 in which the holy month of Ramadan would 
have passed.  
 
Discussion: 
 

 This proposal doesn’t need funding. 
 A faculty member stated that the graduation date is set at the beginning of the year on the 

AUB calendar and it is almost impossible to postpone. 
 All the USFC member agreed to postpone the graduation date, if we could. 
 This body agreed on sending a recommendation for postponing the graduation to a week 

later, even if it was rejected, we would have shown concern about this issue. 
 
 
 

5. Funding request by AUBMUN. 
 
Club representatives: President Alexi Haber, Vice President Kimberly Sarkis, Treasurer 
Sandro Zougheib. 
 

 The club representatives introduced MUN, and explained the selection process of MUN 
conferences participants and the criteria, they also distributed a rubric that shows how the 
delegates’ performance is evaluated. 

 This year’s conferences locations, number of participants and costs:  

-  Harvard World MUN: Spain; 13 delegates  

-  National MUN: New York, 12 delegates  

- The club representatives explained that they were able to get sponsorships of $4,050 from 
Lloyd Baroudi, $15,000 from credit bank, $2,700 financial aid from Harvard World MUN, 
$1,000 from Careem Taxi but this deal isn’t cash, it covers the costs of the ride to/from Rafic 
Hariri International Airport.  

Total amount of money from sponsorships: $21,750 + Transportation. 

Total Amount requested: 20,000$. This is the basic amount; the delegates will still have to pay 
their personal expenses.  

Discussion: 

A student member asked what will the USFC get in return? Alexi said that they will post a thank 
you letter to the USFC on the MUN Instagram and Facebook page for the USFC support, the 
USFC logo will be printed on the folders and t-shirts that will be worn when traveling, also it 
will be posted on the AUBMUN website as a thank you for the USFC, and finally the AUBMUN 
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cabinet members that will be going to the conferences will be meeting will Alumni and other 
authorities will be thanking the USFCs officially and try to encourage donations to AUB and the 
committee itself. 

A student member asked if the selected delegates for the conferences attended any conference 
before. Alexi said that they need to attend at least 2 AUBMUN conferences to be eligible to 
apply to the conferences abroad. 

A student member asked how the selection occurs in terms of bias. Kimberly stated that they 
should attend at least 2 AUBMUN conferences, there are 5 conferences throughout the semesters 
on diverse days in order to make sure they can attend 2. Each student represents a country and is 
evaluated based on the rubric. 

A student member asked why did they increase the number of delegates to travel this year. Alexi 
Haber said that for N MUN the delegation required consists of 12 delegates, while for World 
MUN in order to win the small delegation award all committees must be filled which consists of 
13 committees. 

A student member asked what will happen with the money that we will give them if the visas 
were rejected. Dean Nezameddin said that they will take the money after they get their visas. 

A student member asked what will happen if we give them $16,000 instead of $20,000. Alexi 
said that it is his responsibility to inform the delegates that they will have to pay a certain amount 
if they want to travel since the USFC funding is the last step in their funding process. 

A student member asked why don’t they use the money from the club. Alexi replied that it is 
unethical to take money from the registration fees of all member of the AUB MUN and use them 
for the few people that are traveling. 

Alexi Habr explained that after each conference, the club’s president and vice president stay with 
the members to give feedback about their performance.  

A student member asked about the club’s awards. Alexi Haber said the club has been winning 
for the past 5 years in international conferences.  

 
Ghina Ghayyad was dismissed at 7:30 PM. 

 
Motion: 
 
Motion to fund the AUBMUN the $16,000  

 
With: 15 
Against: 1 
Abstain: 3 
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This motion passed. 
 
Hala Haddad was dismissed at 7:47 PM.. 

 
 

6. Funding request by BEYMUN 
 

Club representatives: Yara Maria Khalifeh; Secretary General, Elie Sassine; Under-Secretary 
General of Committees, Ahmad Tayyara; Under-Secretary General of Finance & Fundraising.  

 
About the Organization 
 
Beirut Model United Nations is an international university-level conference that simulates the 
plenary sessions held by United Nations entities to discuss global issues that are plaguing the 
world. It establishes a platform for university students from across the world to participate in 
high-level diplomatic discussions and negotiations under the guise of an official representing a 
Member State of the UN. For four years now, BEYMUN has been simulating various 
committees and addressing prevailing topics. The conference has aimed to foster a generation of 
world-class leaders and engage students in high-level debates to come up with practical solutions 
to modern-day issues. 
Semester Budget: $11,962 
Account Status: $3,700 
 
About the Activity 
Place and Date: BEYMUN 2019 is scheduled to take place from the 5th to the 7th of April 2019 
in the Diana Tamari Sabbagh Building at the American University of Beirut. The opening and 
closing ceremonies will be held at the Issam Fares Hall (IFH). 
 
Benefit to USFC: 
 
As for the USFC, the below would be offered: 
Logo appearing on the following printed marketing collateral: 

 BEYMUN’19 official poster 
 Roll up banners during the three days of the conference (if provided by sponsor) 
 Logo printed on lanyards 
 Logo printed on backside of Badges for each delegate 
 Live mentions during BEYMUN opening and closing ceremony attended by 350+ 

delegates 
 and renowned speakers and invitees. 
 Logo on tickets to Social Event I 
 Real time media exposure (Pending on the approval of Media coverage companies) 
 Exposure on all social media platforms of BEYMUN 

 
Total amount requested from the USFC: $5,347 
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Motion: 
 
Motion to fund BEYMUN with $5,347 
 
Unanimous vote to fund the BEYMUN $5,347 
 
 

7. Other business 
 

 A student representative suggested to discuss the issue of closing the Cafeteria’s 2nd floor 
at 2:00PM. 

 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Secretary Zeina Mikati. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15PM. 
 


