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University Student Faculty Committee 2018-2019 
Meeting 5 

 
 

Date: Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Time: 6:15 pm. 

Location: West Hall room 310. 

Attendance: 

Name Position Attendance 

President Fadlo Khuri President, Chairperson Present 

Dean Talal Nezameddin Dean of Student Affairs Present 

Dr. Charbel Tarraf Associate Dean of Student Affairs Absent 

Ms. Hiba Hamade Coordinator of Student Activities  Absent 

Dr. Mohamad Abiad FAFS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Carmen Geha FAS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Rima Habib FHS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Achraf Makki FM faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Rania Mardini OSB faculty representative Present 

Dr. Issam Srour SFEA faculty representative Absent 

Bentelhoda Rahme FAFS student representative Absent 

Ghina Ghayyad FAFS student representative Present 

Hassan Chamseddine FAS student representative Present 

Hussein Shemali FAS student representative Absent 

Michel Bejjani FAS student representative Absent 

Saleem Halablab FAS student representative Absent 

Satia El Alam FAS student representative Present 

Gina Zeid FHS student representative Present 

Hala Haddad FHS student representative Present 

Hussein Khachfe FM student representative Present 

Tarek Youssef FM student representative Present 

Ali Zayour OSB student Representative Present 

Jouny Al Roumhein OSB student Representative Absent 

Zeina Mikati OSB student Representative Present 
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Ali Zeiniddine SFEA student representative Present 

Chadi Falha SFEA student representative Present 

Joey Nseir  SFEA student representative Present 

Omar Al Halabi SFEA student representative Present 

Sacha Dibe SFEA student representative Present 
 
 
Voting members present: 15 
Quorum achieved.  
 

1. Approval of meeting 4 minutes. 
2. Proposal by Ms. Zeina Mikati : Gate Timings 
3. Proposal by Dr. Imad Baalbaki: Fingerprints Program. 
4. Proposal by Ms. Maya El Hajjar: Ring Ceremony. 
5. Proposal by Ali Zeineddine: After-grad event. 
6. Funding Request by BSS. 
7. Funding Request by 3D Club. 
8. Other Business. 

 
 
 

1. Approval of Meeting 4 Minutes. 
 
Meeting minutes were approved without any changes. 
 

 
2. Gate Timings Proposal by USFC Zeina Mikati. 

Background: 
 
As we all know changes were made to the gate timings, some of these changes are:  
 Concerning the Medical Gate: Medical Gate is the gate that connects Medicine students 

to AUB and it was open 24/7 not it opens from 7:00 AM till 11:00 PM. 
 Concerning the On-Campus girls dorms: The gate used to close at 12:30 AM on 

weekdays and on Fridays it used to close at 1:00 AM and Saturdays at 2:00 AM and after 
it closes, students enter from the Medical gate which is the fastest way to reach dorms. 
now the gate closes at 11:00 PM every day and students must enter from Main Gate. 

 Concerning the Reynold building: Students must give a notice 24 hours before they 
want to use the building overnight.  

 Concerning the OSB gate: Every Saturday OSB students have workshops that they must 
attend and every year the 

Since the changing of gate timings, we have received many complains and petitions to change 
the gate timings back. After talking to the Head of the protection office, general ed we were 
informed that the reason for these changes are to increase protection on campus by limiting the 
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entrance of people and that these changes were made after studying the activity of students when 
using these gates. After receiving petitions, complaints, and seeing videos of staff members 
standing in the street in front of Medical gate waiting for it to open at 7:00 AM we have decided 
to take action as it is our job to seek satisfaction for all students and being the connection 
between the student body and the system. In order to increase protection on campus and please 
the student body, we have suggested some alternative changes. 
Proposal: 
Suggested solutions: 
 Concerning the Medical Gate:  Medical gate opens at 6:00 AM instead of 7:00 AM so 

that the staff members reach their office on time for their job. Medical gate closes 12:30 
AM in order for Medical students to come to DTS after SLH closes at 12:00 AM. 

 Concerning the On-Campus girls’ dorms: closes at 12:30 AM instead of 11:00 PM on 
weekdays and 1:00 AM on weekends for the safety of students. 

 Concerning the Reynold building: Make sure that Reynolds building opens when 
landscape student gives notice 24 hours before they want to use the building overnight. 

 Concerning the OSB gate: OSB gate opens on Saturday from 9:00 AM till 4:00 PM. 

 
The aim of this proposal is to adjust the timings to please as many students and staff members as 
possible while still taking into consideration safety reasons. 
 
Discussion: 
 

 Dean Nezameddin and President Fadlo Khuri stated that the staff shifts at AUB start at 
8:00AM and that before changing the gate timings a study has been made by General 
Fadi Ghorayeb and the decisions were made after seeing that the number of people using 
these gates at these timings are minimal. 

 Student representative Zeina Mikati stated that every year a USFC member sends the 
same proposal for the OSB gate to open on Saturdays, and every year is it rejected for 
funding reasons. This shows that this is a very important change that is demanded by 
students every year and is not being able to be accomplished. Since every year the USFCs 
are left with many funds, we can have a security guard on the OSB gate every Saturday 
from 9:00 AM till 4:00PM. 

 Dean Nezameddin stated that the Hostler Gate is opened and that student shouldn’t have 
difficulties walking from Hostler Gate to Olayan School of Business. 

 
 

3. Fingerprints Program Proposal by Dr. Imad Baalbaki 
 
Fingerprints is a fundraising program by students for students.  It was launched in 2002 by the 
Office of Development in coordination with the Office of Student Affairs and the USFC.  Its 
main purpose is to involve AUB students in programs that benefit other students and to establish 
a culture of giving among them.  Fingerprints encourages AUB graduating students to help other 
students by making a contribution of at least $25 in support of AUB’s financial aid program.  All 
donations are made to the Fingerprints Endowed Scholarship Fund, which is invested.  The 
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return on investment is used to provide support for needy and deserving AUB students.  In 
this way, Fingerprints helps students in perpetuity. 
 
The two two-for-one matching grants from an AUB Trustee and the USFC that were 
made in support of Fingerprints during the first eight years inspired AUB students to give 
to Fingerprints and ensured the success of the program. 
 
The Fingerprints program has proven to be a highly valuable and successful fundraising 
undertaking.  In 2018, 702 students— 32% of the Class of 2018— participated in 
Fingerprints and contributed around $24,234.62. These figures reflect a notable leap 
compared to what was achieved in the first year of the program, when 370 students (24% 
of the Class of 2002) contributed a total of $10,540.   
 
Because of the support of the students and the matching grants, the value of the 
Fingerprints Endowed Scholarship as of June 2018 was over $2m, and has so far 
generated a return of around $660,000 all of which was spent to support financially needy 
students. The number of students who have received scholarship awards from 
Fingerprints Scholarship so far is 284. 
 
Discussion: 
 

 A student representative asked if we can know the number of students that donated and 
the amount that was donated. 

 Dr. Baalabki said last year 702 students donated  which made a total of $24,235. 
 Last year the USFCs decided to leave the remainder of the budget to go into a special 

scholarship in which students can apply sdgsuyd 
 A student representative suggested to keep the proposal and donate whats left of the 

money from the USFC to the fingerprint program in order to donate more 
 Dean Nezameddin stated that the USFC funding renews every October and its not a good 

strategy to wait and see what’s left maybe there’s nothing left. 
 President Fadlo Khuri suggested to have a cap. 

 
 
Motion: 
 
Motion to fund the Fingerprints Program 1 to 1 with the cap $24,000 (substitute motion). 
 
Vote with: 1 
Vote against: 12 
Abstained: 2 
 
 
Motion to fund the Fingerprints Program 2.5 to 1 with the cap of $60,000. 
 
Vote with: 13 
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Abstained: 2 
This motion has passed successfully. 
 
 
 
President Fadlo Khuri was dismissed at 7:15PM 
 
Gina Zeid was dismissed at 7:17PM 
 
Number of voters: 14 
 

4. Ring Ceremony Proposal by Ms. Maya El Hajjar 
 
The Ring Ceremony was initiated in 2010 as a joint collaboration between AUB Office of 
Alumni Relations and the USFC. The Class ring will commemorate class of 2018 graduation as 
they join the ranks of thousands of AUB alumni from across generations.  

 Date: Thursday May 31, 2018  
 Venue: AUB Green Oval 

 
Suggested Speakers: 

The event main speakers will include the following: 
 

1. Dean of Student Affairs 
2. USFC VP 

 
Suggested Program:  
 

 Distribution of the rings instant picture photo booths 
 MC invites the students/faculty to gather around the stage      
 MC ask the guests to stand for the Alma Mater 
 MC welcomes the students and Deans  
 USFC VP intervention 
 Dean of Student Affairs intervention & Oath 
 Celebration and Entertainment   

 
Ring Oath:  

With this ring we salute you, our alma mater. 
We promise to be faithful and committed to our beloved AUB. 
 
Estimated budget requested from USFC: 

Unit cost= US$ 12.65/ ring  
Required quantity= 1,500 ring 
Estimated total budget= US$ 18,975 (VAT included) 
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Estimated budget to be covered by Office of Alumni Relations: 
 
Stage, confetti, balloons, electricity, lighting= US$ 2,200 
Entertainment= US$ 1,700 
Custodian/ Ground keeping= US$ 750 
Photography and booths = US$ 600 
Alumni ID (estimated quantity= 1500 ID) = US$ 10,000 
Estimated total budget= US$ 15,250 
 
 
Discussion:  
 

 1,200 students attended the ceremony last year attended this ceremony. 
 A student representative asked why did they estimate a number of 1,500 if last year 1,200 

students attended. 
 Maya El Hajjar answered that 1,200 students attended the event but many people were 

traveling or had a certain situation in which they couldn’t attend but they came and 
requested their rings. 

 A student representative asked if this ceremony was not funded by the USFC what 
happens? 

 Maya El Hajjar said that since it’s a USFC and AUB Office’s event so if it wasn’t funded 
by the USFC then it will be canceled.  

 A student representative asked if we pay half the amount requested and ask the students 
to pay 50% of the cost which is approximately 10,000 L.L it wouldn’t affect the students 
since the amount is very little. 

 Maya El Hajjar said that this would be manageable but it won’t be nice for students after 
paying for their clearance to pay for the ring, it would be nicer to be considered as a gift 
from AUB. 

 A graduate student representative said that during his ring ceremony everyone had to pay 
10,000 L.L and no one was complaining about the cost even after paying for clearance. 

 A student representative stated that paying for something makes it more valuable. 
 
 
 
Motion: 
 
Motion to fund half of the requested amount $8,000 with reservations. 
 
Reservations the condition is that students don’t pay more that 50% of the ring’s cost 
hence the rest of the cost will be covered by the AUB office. 
 
Vote with: 13 votes 
Abstained: 1 vote 
 
This motion has passed successfully. 
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Task force on this event: VP Ali Zayour, Treasurer Hassan Chamseddine, Secretary Zeina 
Mikati, Chadi Falha, and Tarek Youssef. 
 
 
 

5. After- grad event Proposal by USFC Ali Zeineddine: 
 
 
Background: 
The graduation day is one of most special days in students’ lives. Part of the tradition of 
graduating students is to attend an event that follows the commencement ceremony, to 
celebrate their graduation with their fellow colleagues. As we all know part of the 
responsibilities held by the USFC regarding this matter is to choose the best event planner 
out of all the applicants, in order to ensure the safety, quality, and reasonable pricing of the 
event. 
 
Statement of purpose: 
In order to avoid any conflict of interest between USFC members’ duties and any other 
interest, this proposal aims to eliminate any potential accusations and insure a transparent, 
professional, and detailed process for choosing the best offer for students attending this 
event. 
 
Proposal: 
 
Process: 
Announcement for applicants should be posted on all USFC social media platforms, Ideally, 
3 months prior the event. The deadline for applicants should be 2 weeks after the 
announcement. In parallel, a taskforce should be formed from the USFC members in order 
to prepare a quantitative comparative analysis of all the offers received by the applicants. 
The item related to the discussion and taking a decision concerning who’s going to be the 
event planner should be added to the next USFC meeting agenda. During this meeting, all 
applicants have to present their offers in front of the USFC and to answer all related 
questions, and the taskforce should present the results of their analysis. Finally, anonymous 
vote should take place to avoid any pressure. In the case of more than 2 applicants, voting 
will occur on 2 rounds. The first will be to choose the top two offers, then a simple majority 
vote will take place to pick the best deal. 
 
Submission: 
After the announcement, interested applicants should submit two copies of the offer in a 
sealed envelope to the office of student affairs(Mrs. Therese Mr’ib) within the deadline 
period. After the deadline, a formal email should be sent to the official USFC email to submit 
the soft copy, and the vice president can collect one copy of each offer from the students 
affairs office to compare both soft and hard copy. 
 
Discussion: 
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 Dean Nezameddin stated that this is a complicated task we should state what are the 
requirements (venue, number of people, safety...) before contacting the companies.  

 The venue should be far away from Beirut in order to avoid drinking and driving. 
 We should have a strict deadline in order for it to work. 
 Ali Z suggested to post on social media applications for whoever wants to help organize 

this event and in order to have different options and offers.  
 A faculty member suggested making companies submit their detailed offers and see what 

you like about each company. After seeing the offers we invite the companies and do a 
reverse biding concerning each part alone. 

 
Motion: 
 
Motion to vote on Ali Zeiniddine’s proposal  
This proposal passed unanimously.   
 
Task force working on this proposal: Ali Zeiniddine, VP Ali Zayour, Treasurer Hassan 
Chamseddine, Secretary Zeina Mikati, Satia El Alam, Jouny Al Rouhein, Tarek Youssef, and 
Joey Nseir. 
 

6. Funding Request by BSS 
 
Background  
 
Business 248 is a Business Plan course offered in OSB. It consists of a 10-hours workshop 
whereby teams of 5 are formed, and each group works on a different project. The members 
compete by presenting the outcome of their work in front of a jury. The judges of the jury are 
from Byblos Bank.  
The winning team is rewarded with a trip fully covered by Byblos Bank (Tickets, 
accommodation, visa and food). Therefore, Byblos Bank is the main sponsor.  
Winning teams previously visited Dubai twice, Dublin, and Paris, once each.  
 
Giving back to the USFC efforts  
 
- Invite the Dean of Student Affairs and/or a cabinet member of the USFC to attend the final 
presentations with the jury.  
- Inform the students during the workshop about the USFC contribution to fund the trip.  
- Social media coverage on the BSS account.  
 
Proposal  
 
The business Student society - OSB is requesting the expenses coverage from the USFC for the 
second runner up in order to grant a larger number of competent students this opportunity.  
 
Cost: 
 
The cost is not fixed yet but the cap is around $5,000. 
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Discussion: 
 

 A student representative asked if $5,000 is enough? 
 Rami Zeiniddine said that it should be enough but he’s still not sure. 
 A student representative asked when will the location be decided? 
 Rami Zeiniddine said that the location will be known soon and that we will be informed 

of the location. 
 Dean Nezameddin asked what do the students do there? 
 A student representative was asked what will happen if we fund them $5,000 and then 

they need more? 
 Rami Zeiniddine said that the rest of the money will be divided among the students. 
 Dean Nezameddin stated that this trip does not have an educational purpose.  

 
Motion: 
 
Motion to table the proposal until further information has been provided. 
This motion has passed successfully. 
 
Dr. Rania Mardini was dismissed at 8:11PM. 
 
Chadi Falha was dismissed at 8:11PM. 
 
 

7. Funding Request by 3D Club. 
 

Brief Description:  
At AUB 3D Club, we have been working on fostering the culture of discussion and debate, and 
making AUB a favorable ground for the growth of tomorrow’s leaders through our activities.  
Semester Budget: $185  
Account Status: $185  
 
About the Activity  
Name: Qatar Debate International Universities Arabic Debating Championship  
Place and Date: 16th of March 2019 – 21st of March 2019 in Doha, Qatar.  
Benefit for the AUB Community: It provides an opportunity for interested and qualified AUB 
students to engage in debates with youth from all over the world under the umbrella of one of the 
most prestigious and renowned debate competitions worldwide.  
Detailed Description: (include purpose, targeted audience, and estimated size of public):  
Qatar Debate is member of Qatar Foundation for Education and Community Development that 
was established in 2008. The organization aims to spread a culture of informed dialogue, open 
discussion and logical thought, all of which are at the heart of debate. Qatar Debate recently 
announced its 5th International Universities Debating Championship in Doha, Qatar which will 
be conducted for six days in March 2019. This event is considered a rich gathering of young 
Arabic and non-Arabic speaking debaters from Europe, North America, Africa, the Middle East, 
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and Central Asia. Furthermore, it is a unique experience in terms of allowing people from 
different parts of the world with their diverse backgrounds to understand another’s point of view 
and inculcating tolerance. 10 shortlisted candidates went through a series of trainings followed 
by 5 mock debates. On the basis of the debaters’ performance in the mock debates we were able 
to form a 4-debater team that’s going to represent AUB in the championship. The debaters are: 
Meriem Heni, Nahya Kanj, Hassan El Husseiny and Sabah Nakouzi.  
 
 
Costs: 
 
Flight tickets and accommodation fees are covered by the host organization  
 
Requested amount from USFC:  
Registration fees for: 4 members ($100 each) 
Registration fees for 1 trainer: $200 
 
Total requested amount: $600 
 
Discussion: 
 

 A student member stated that according to the bylaws, we cannot fund trainers. 
 Another student member stated that the trainer is an AUB student just like the rest of the 

members, the difference is that she did participated in a program in order to become 
trainer because in order to participate in this competition you must have a trainer with 
you. 

 A student member pointed out that it is a new club and it has a good purpose and that we 
should motivate them. 

 
Motion: 
 
Motion to fund 3D Club with $600. 
 
Votes with: 10 
Abstained: 2 
 
Motion passed successfully. 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Secretary Zeina Mikati. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:23PM. 
 
 


