
University Student Faculty Committee 2018-2019 
Meeting 6 

 
 

Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

Time: 6:15 pm. 

Location: West Hall room 310. 

Attendance: 

Name Position Attendance 

President Fadlo Khuri President, Chairperson Absent 

Dean Talal Nezameddin Dean of Student Affairs Absent 

Dr. Charbel Tarraf Associate Dean of Student Affairs Present 

Ms. Hiba Hamade Coordinator of Student Activities  Absent 

Dr. Mohamad Abiad FAFS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Carmen Geha FAS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Rima Habib FHS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Achraf Makki FM faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Rania Mardini OSB faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Issam Srour SFEA faculty representative Absent 

Bentelhoda Rahme FAFS student representative Present 

Ghina Ghayyad FAFS student representative Present 

Hassan Chamseddine FAS student representative Present 

Hussein Shemali FAS student representative Present 

Michel Bejjani FAS student representative Present 

Saleem Halablab FAS student representative Present 

Satia El Alam FAS student representative Present 

Gina Zeid FHS student representative Present 

Hala Haddad FHS student representative Present 

Hussein Khachfe FM student representative Present 

Tarek Youssef FM student representative Present 

Ali Zayour OSB student Representative Present 

Jouny Al Roumhein OSB student Representative Late, excused. 

Zeina Mikati OSB student Representative Present 



Ali Zeiniddine SFEA student representative 
Absent, 
excused. 

Chadi Falha SFEA student representative Present 

Joey Nseir  SFEA student representative Absent 

Omar Al Halabi SFEA student representative 
Absent, 
excused. 

Sacha Dibe SFEA student representative 
Absent, 
excused. 

 
 
Voting members present: 13 
Quorum achieved.  
 
Agenda: 
  
1.    Approval of meeting # 5 minutes. 
2.    Collaboration with the Jafet Library administration by Saleem Halablab. 
3.    Food services FAFS Proposal by Ghina Ghayad. 
4.    Funding request by Rally Paper. 
5.    Funding Request by IEEE. 
6.    Funding Request by Toastmasters Club. 
7.   Other business.  
  
 
Meeting called to order at 6:27pm.  
 

1. Approval of Meeting #5 minutes: 
 

Page 8: Fixing Satia El Alam’s family name.  
 

Motion: 
 

Motion to approve the minutes 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

2. Collaboration with the Jafet Library administration by Saleem Halablab. 
 
 After approaching the Jafet Library administration about solving the problem of commotion at 
Jafet library, we agreed that a good step would be through organizing an awareness campaign 
where students help in organizing the event. The plan is to implement this campaign in Jafet 
Library’s lobby on March 27th through the annual “Happy at the Library” event. Jafet library’s 
administration want the USFC to cooperate and help during this activity as this would make the 
activity more effective.  
 



This year, the event will be entitled: “Happy at the Libraries: we need to be more considerate . . 
.” During that day, a short video will be taken of students answering questions related to library 
conditions and problems that students face regularly in the library. Feedback from students will 
also be collected for ideas on how to make the university libraries better. Other activities are also 
to be organized by the Jafet library staff during that day. The USFC is asked to help with 
providing any ideas to make that day more effective in collecting feedback and raising awareness 
about disruptive behavior in the library. The USFC is also asked to help in asking questions that 
will be videotaped during that day to collect feedback.  
 
This proposal does not need funding. 
 
Discussion: 
 

 Dr. Charbel asked if the body comfortable with the initiative? 
 A student member stated that the name is contradicting itself. 
 Dr. Charbel stated that the proposal is very clear and straight to the point. 
 It was decided that a task force should be formed to know who is interested in helping 

with joining this event. 
 
Task force: Saleem halablab, VP Ali Zayour, Secretary Zeina Mikati, and Chadi Falha. 
 
 

3. Food services FAFS Proposal by Ghina Ghayad. 
 

FAFS students and other lower campus students and staff have been facing a continuous problem 
for several years behind concerning having lunch or any meal during university hours while 
being at lower campus. The lack of microwaves, high prices at Nestle Toll House and the lack of 
the proper site to eat or lack of variety. Hence as a FAFS USFC, Ghina suggested several options 
for solutions that will facilitate spending the day at AUB lower campus. The reason to raise this 
concern is that most FAFS students and even other biology, chemistry and physics students are 
obliged to come early to AUB and stay late due to really long labs and late classes.  

 
Difference in prices between AUBMC Cafeteria and Nestle  

 
AUBMC is approximately: 8,500 L.L for breakfast. 
Nestle Toll House is approximately: 13,000 L.L for breakfast. 

 
 
Suggested solutions: 

 
- Add an AUBMC Saj kiosk similar to that opened near OSB in FAFS courtyard (very few 

Saj options with a personalized chef and closes at 2 pm), benefiting FAFS students, 
chemistry students, biology students, physics students, and any student taking any course 
at lower campus, in addition to the staff. This would be a really good and affordable 
breakfast/brunch. 
 



- Opening a small area where AUBMC daily courses (the ones served at upper Cafeteria, 
Oxy, and OSB) could be served being healthy, and reasonably priced. From a nutrition 
perspective it is to avoid the consumption of fast food by students per day. In addition 
Nestle Toll House doesn’t provide main courses, instead they provide a set menu which 
mainly consists of sweets and sandwiches 
 

Discussion: 
 

 A student member asked if it is feasible or does AUB already have a contract with Nestle 
Toll House to extend their stay. 

 Ghina Ghayyad stated that AUB’s purchasing department is already searching for an 
alternative for Nestle Toll House that’s why she wants to make sure that the alternative 
matches the requirements that students are asking for. 

 A student stated that if there will be a bid it would be the USFC’s chance to influence 
AUB’s purchasing department’s choice. 

 A student member suggested having the AUBMC cafeteria. 
 The Chairperson stated that the main idea is to have something similar as upper campus 

price wise and quality wise. 
 
Recommendation: getting boxes of meals from the AUBMC cafeteria. 

 
Motion: 

 
Motion to table voting for the proposal till further details from the AUB purchasing department 
are known. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
4. Funding request by Rally Paper: 

 
Represented by: Vice President of MSFEA SRC Serge Sawma and Organizer Christopher Rizk. 
 
The AUB Rally Paper is an annual event organized by the MSFEA SRC in collaboration with the 
engineering E4 students. The AUB Rally Paper is the biggest event of its kind in the region with 
its exposure reaching +8000 during the last few years. This event, nationally renowned, and the 
biggest of its kind in Lebanon. About 20 teams, each composed of around 100 students, compete 
against each other, performing challenging physical quests, answering stimulating riddles and 
solving testing problems, while hunting rare treasures across the country. 

 
AUB’s Rally Paper is known for its ability for its ability to test the students’ limits with exciting 
physical challenges and stimulating brain-teasing problems while allowing them to discover new 
areas of Lebanon. The AUB Rally Paper has an environmental impact as it demands teams to 
perform eco-friendly activities such as reforestation, recycling etc.. 
 
Every team is required to team up with an NGO so that the money won is completely donated for 
a good cause. 
 



 
Date: April 6-7, 2019. 
Budget: $34,508 
Source of Funding: Sponsors: CFI, USFC, CU NEXT SAT, AXA, Careem, KFF Food & 
beverages, Registration fees from teams. 
 
Requested amount from USFC: $9,050 

 
 A student member asked what would happen if the sponsors that are pending don’t 

confirm due to the economic crisis in Lebanon. 
 Serge stressed on the importance of this event in AUB and stated that they will have a 

meeting with the Dean of students in Engineering to see if the faculty can fund the event. 
 Christopher said that worst case scenario they will reduce the prizes which is the least 

preferred option since the money is going to NGOs. 
 
 
Discussion: 
 

 A student member asked if the USFC can cover the costs asked by them. 
 A student member stated that why should we fun an activity by such a big amount of 

money that’s just for the fun of students and doesn’t help them educationally 
 A student member said that she has participated in the rally paper before and it was a 

great experience and that it’s an activity that students enjoy in their on-campus life. 
 
 

Voting members present: 14 
 

Motion: 
 

Motion to fund the AUB Rally Paper with $9,050. 
 

Vote with: 13 
Abstained:1 

 
Motion passed successfully. 

 
5. Funding Request by IEEE 

 
Represented by: Larissa Abi Nakhle President of the club and Ramy Rouss Vice President of 
IEEE. 
 

Name of the event: Cyber Security: Stay Protected when connected  
Place and Date: AUB, Masri auditorium, March 30, 2019. 
 



This event is prepared by IEEE AUB student, our mission is to leverage technology for 
humanity. And to provide our members, and students in general, in AUB and Lebanon broadly, 
with the opportunity to learn new skills, and to stay updated to all the topics.  
 
Benefit for the AUB Community:  
One day conference around the emerging theme of Cybersecurity.  
• Introduce the students to booming topic of cybersecurity.  
• Cybercrimes are happening everywhere and are becoming more frequent. The public needs to 
be aware about the basic procedures to be protected  
• Tech people will get the chance to attend a hand on workshop that might help them in future 
internship/ jobs  
 
Detailed Description: (include purpose, targeted audience, and estimated size of public):  
The conference will be divided into three parts:  
(1) 9h-11h30 Talks done by 3-4 speakers from the internal security forces, General security and 
cyber security companies  
(2) 11h30-12h30 Cocktail so attendees can network with the speakers and ask questions  
(3) 12h30-3h Hands on workshop led by a professional from ISACA International  
The purpose of the cyber security event is to push student to learn more about this topic to take a 
step towards making Lebanon more technical oriented. Our target audience is university 
students, from all years and all majors, if they are interested in the cyber security topic. We are 
expecting 120 participants from all over Lebanon, focusing on AUB students.  
 
Budget: $2,165  
Sources of Funding: IEEE Lebanon section, MSFEA Dean’s office, club account  
Requested amount from USFC: $1,065  
 
Distribution of costs: 
 
Printing (certificates, name tags,)  $330  USFC  
Banner  $200  USFC  
Trophies  $210  IEEE Lebanon  
Welcome Kit (books, pens )  $525  USFC  
Catering  MSFEA,club account   

Welcome kit (phone pocket)  IEEE Lebanon   

 
 

 A student member asked if it is legal to speak about Darkweb. 
President Larissa said that the speaker is professional and will speak about it to a certain 
extent that is legal. 

 A student member asked if there is a registration form? If yes, who’s responsible for it? 
 A student member asked what will the USFC gain? 

Larissa stated that the USFC logo will be printed on the welcome kit that will be 
distributed on the event. 
 
 



Motion: 
 

Motion to fund the IEEE club with $1,000. 
 

Motion passed unanimously. 
 

7.  Funding Request by Toastmasters Club. 
 

Speakers and Leaders club is a part of Toastmasters International Organization, it’s a non-profit 
organization that teaches public speaking and leadership skills. 
Toast masters club is asking the USFC for funding for the Division A Competition which will be 
held in Amman, Jordan on March 29, 2019. 
This contest is beyond a national level and provides the opportunity for students to experience 
speaking experience at a regional level and exposure to different backgrounds of Toastmasters 
from other countries as part of their educational track and development as Toastmasters. 

 
The winning students and judges will be representing AUB and the club on a national level in 
regional contests as Lebanon’s champions in public speaking and fair objective judges to Jordan 
for fair competition. 
 
Toastmasters International is an NGO so it doesn’t fund contestants and the club doesn’t have 
any other funding sources available. 

 
Number of students from AUB competing in this contest: 5 students 
Budget: $1,360 
Source of funding: USFC 
Amount requested by the USFC: $1,360 
 
Distribution of costs: 
 
Flight tickets for $324 for each student total: $1,620 
Hotel Accommodation $130 
 

- A student member asked what is the criteria to be a contestant and judge? 
Nagham said that the criteria to be a judge is winning previous competition. 
 

- A student member asked what does the USFC gain by funding? 
Nagham said that if they win the competition they will take a picture raising AUB’s flag 
and post it on social media which will indirectly benefit the USFC. 
 

- A student member asked if they can at least put the USFC logo on the flag and post a 
Thank you note for the USFCs on social media. 
Dima said that this can be managed. 
 

- A student member asked if they ever as for sponsors? 
Dima said yes but no one accepted. 



 
- A student member said that since the Toastmasters club has the highest registration fee 

then why doesn’t this club use these fees for covering some of their costs? 
Nagham stated that the money from the registration fees don’t go to the club they go to 
Toastmaster international in order to get the educational program from them and to get a 
certificate. 
 

- A student member stated that last year 4 members were sent with the amount of $1,360 
this year you are sending 5 members for $2,270 how do you explain the $900 difference? 
Nagham answered that the extra person’s ticket and hotel accommodation explains the 
difference in the price and the difference between last year’s hotel and this year’s since 
the hotel is not chosen by the students its already chosen by the organization. 

 
- Why were you late to send your proposal? 

Dima said that they were late to submit the proposal because they didn’t know the exact 
location for the competition. 
 

- A student member stated why are you saying that the USFC members were not 
responsive when they directly answered your and tried their best to put you on the agenda 
when you were late to submit your proposal and why you approach some of the USFCs to 
vote for you? 
 
Dima said that she contacted previous VP to ask her about the procedure and she sent her 
VP Ali Zayour’s number and that when she sent him an email and he didn’t reply fast she 
contacted him via whatsapp then contacted the other USFCs to get a quick response. 
 
The Chairperson stated that the club must have been preparing for the event a long time 
ago and knew that their only sponsor is the USFC so they should’ve prepared their 
proposal a while ago not at the last minute so it’s not the USFCs fault for not being table 
to respond fast and make a fast decision. 
 
 
 
 

Discussion: 
 

 A student member said that they didn’t state the companies they approached to sponsor 
them and changed their answer many times which made unsure if they actually asked for 
sponsors. 

 A student member stated that the change in price from last year to this year is about $hhu 
more on each student and they didn’t explain the difference in price. 

 A student member suggested to fund them and send them a warning that they shouldn’t 
be late again nor do anything unethical. 

 Another student member suggested not to fund them since they did something unethical. 



 Another student member said that regardless of all these actions, I believe that they 
weren’t prepared, the presentation didn’t cover the criteria of being chosen, the huge 
difference in price, and the lack of getting even 1 sponsor. 

 
 

Motion: 
 

Motion to fund the toastmasters club with $1,360 
 

Vote with: 3 
Vote against: 2 
Abstained votes: 9 
 
Motion did not pass. 

 
8.  Other business: 

 
 Ring ceremony: Treasurer Hassan Chamseddine stated that when we accepted to fund 

the ring ceremony we accepted based on covering half the costs and making sure that 
students don’t pay more than half. Based on the requested amount which is $16,000 we 
funded $8,000. However, assumption that the rest of the $3,000 was obtained was a 
misconception and that they only asked for $16,000 because according to the bylaws it 
the maximum amount the USFCs can fund. They asked if we can cover half the cost not 
half the amount requested half of $19,000 which is $9,500. 
 
Dr. Charbel stated that since a proposal was voted already on then it can’t be voted on 
again without it being on the agenda.  
 

 Forming a task force concerning the increase in tuition fees. 
 

Minutes recorded by Secretary Zeina Mikati. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm. 
 


