
University Student Faculty Committee 2018-2019 
Meeting 7 

 
 

Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

Time: 6:15 pm. 

Location: West Hall room 310. 

Attendance: 

Name Position Attendance 

President Fadlo Khuri President, Chairperson Absent 

Dean Talal Nezameddin Dean of Student Affairs Absent 

Dr. Charbel Tarraf Associate Dean of Student Affairs Present 

Ms. Hiba Hamade Coordinator of Student Activities  Absent 

Dr. Mohamad Abiad FAFS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Carmen Geha FAS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Rima Habib FHS faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Achraf Makki FM faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Rania Mardini OSB faculty representative Absent 

Dr. Issam Srour SFEA faculty representative Absent 

Bentelhoda Rahme FAFS student representative Present 

Ghina Ghayyad FAFS student representative Absent 

Hassan Chamseddine FAS student representative 
Absent, 
excused. 

Hussein Shemali FAS student representative Absent 

Michel Bejjani FAS student representative Absent 

Saleem Halablab FAS student representative Present 

Satia El Alam FAS student representative Present 

Gina Zeid FHS student representative Present 

Hala Haddad FHS student representative Present 

Hussein Khachfe FM student representative Present 

Tarek Youssef FM student representative Present 

Ali Zayour OSB student Representative Present 

Jouny Al Roumhein OSB student Representative Present 



Zeina Mikati OSB student Representative Present 

Ali Zeiniddine SFEA student representative Present 

Chadi Falha SFEA student representative 
Absent, 
excused. 

Joey Nseir  SFEA student representative Present 

Omar Al Halabi SFEA student representative Present 

Sacha Dibe SFEA student representative Present 
 
 
Voting members present: 15 
Quorum achieved.  
 
Agenda: 
 

1. Approval of meeting minutes #6. 
2. Student to Student Advising Proposal by Satia El Alam and Ali Zeiniddine. 
3. Online submission of funding requests Proposal by Hassan Chamseddine. 
4. Funding Request by Supermileage. 
5. Funding Request by Latino Club. 
6. Funding Request by Insight club. 
7. Funding request by Mental Health Awareness Club and Psychology society.  
8. Other Business. 

 
Meeting called to order at 6:29PM. 
 

1. Approval of Meeting Minutes #6. 
 
Page 1: To put that Sacha Dibe, Omar Halabi, and Ali Zeiniddine excused from being absent 
since they had an exam on the same time as the meeting. 
Students who were excused were not put excused if they didn’t contact the Secretary Zeina 
Mikati with a valid excuse. 
Page 7: Adding to the discussion with toastmasters club the point raised about their ethical 
concerns when they contacted the USFCs individually to vote for them. 
Pages 4 and 8: Change from Faculty member to Chairperson since Dr. Charbel Tarraf is a 
Chairperson and no Faculty member attended the meeting. 
 
 
Motion: 
 
Motion to Approve meeting minutes of meeting #6. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

2. Student to Student Advising Proposal by Satia El Alam and Ali Zeiniddine. 



 
Students have to deal with making major decisions that will affect their lives in the future at a 
very young age. That is why student advising is a pillar in student life that is intended to provide 
support and guidance to students that might not have their path figured out just yet. Most 
universities offer registration and academic advising to their students. Both work together to 
provide career advice to students and help them set their goals independently using self-reliance. 
They help pave an expectedly successful academic path. But student life is not constrained to 
academic advancement and is highly intricate.  
When students seek advising, the academic advisor is unfortunately not the first and main layer 
to that process. Students primarily go through the advice of their fellow peers who have 
undergone the same experiences before them. Hence, peers from earlier classes. It is important to 
highlight on the fact that in adolescence and early-adulthood, peer support is highly relied upon. 
This has affected the rates of attempts to seek academic advising which have become close to 
none. Thus, student-to-student advising is occurring, however unofficially.  
 
This proposal aims at providing an official mechanism to the existing multi-layered nature of 
student advising. This mechanism is built between students and their fellow peers in order to 
provide objective, personalized and confidential advising.  
 

• The responsibilities of the Student Advisor entail helping: 
- Administrative assistants with capacity issues by collecting data (name, ID, course CRN), 

checking for time conflict “case by case” and check for the availability of capacity - if not then 
prepare the waitlist for capacity openings  

- students choose courses by referring to the catalogue and checking for pre- or co-requisites  
- students identify transfer requirements  
- Assist student with petitions 
- Localizing buildings on campus  
- Guiding students on where to find books and supplies  
- How to study for a course 
- Providing tips on time management  
- Help join sports teams  
- Extracurricular advice (Clubs, Societies, Civic Engagement, Volunteering …) 
- Referral to the counseling center or peer-support group  
 
The final step to achieve a full personalization of the advising process would be reviewing the 
course syllabus with the student to help assess the latter’s points of strength or weaknesses in 
regard to certain electives and their requirements.  
 
The purpose of student-to-student advising is not to give the student the final answer. On the 
contrary, it is supposed to provide general guidelines and encourage student on self-reliance and 
autonomous goal setting.  

 
 
Criteria in order to be an advisor:  



 

• Student-to-student advising is a Work-Study Program (6,000 L.L/hour) and must follow its 
guidelines  

• Student Advisors will be interviewed for the job by the Student Services Offices of the given 
faculty  

• Student Advisors must be in their 3rd year and above  

• Student Advisors must be chosen from various majors within the given faculty 

• GPA: 75+ (Good academic standing) - ( the threshold could be determined on a case by case 
basis after the interview)  

• Good knowledge of the AUB academic policies and procedures 

• Good knowledge of the AUB campus resources 

• Strong interpersonal skills 

• Organization and planning skills 

• Ability to communicate clearly and concisely   

• Feedback questionnaire/survey (short and fruitful) shall be sent to the student seeking student-
to-student advising for anonymous assessment of the quality of this service 

• Means of communication  
- Whatsapp number for the office (whatsapp web) 
- E-mail (specific for the office) 
- No personal contact  
- Office hours / shifts  
- Department referrals – especially for capacity issues  
- Un-answered questions are referred to academic advisors  

 
(Based on the model of the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture) 
 
 
Discussion:  
 

 A student member asked if you’re going to control what the students advise to other 
students then what’s the difference between student to student advising and the advisor to 
student? 
Satia stated that the advisors won’t tell the students what to take only, they will be 
discussing the syllabus of every course in details to see the student’s weaknesses and 
strengths and based on that they choose which courses to take. 

 
 Satia stated that the difference between academic advisor and the student advisor is that 

the student advisor has more time, they’re more about the student life advising based on 
personal life path, they give suggestions not orders.  

 A student member asked, on average how many hours does a student stay per day? 
Ali said that it depends on the shifts that he takes. 



 A student member asked, on average how many student advisors are there?  
Ali said that they’re around 7 8 student advisors in the office in a day. 

 A student member suggested taking appointments with student advisors instead of having 
the advisors sit in the office with not doing anything at times to decrease costs. 

 Chairperson stated that the presence of faculty member would’ve been very beneficial to 
see their point of view in this issue. 

 Chairperson stated that since the rest of the faculty members agree and like the idea they 
should fund it in order to make it happen because it benefits their faculties. 

 Satia stated that this proposal doesn’t require funding from the USFC unless there’s a 
complication or a problem. 

 A decision was made not to discuss finances concerning this proposal because we don’t 
have enough information. 
 
Motion: 
 

Motion to accept the proposal of Student to Student Advising. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. Online submission of funding requests Proposal by Hassan Chamseddine. 
 
This proposal was postponed due to Hassan Chamseddine’s excused absence. 

 
 

4. Funding Request by Supermileage. 
 
As part of a greater project of initiating the fields of aerospace engineering and 
automotive engineering in AUB and Lebanon, the LAAES (Lebanese Aerospace and 
Automotive Engineering Society) was created. The LAAES is a non-profit student 
society with the aim of supporting aerospace and automotive engineering projects at 
AUB as well as developing the technical skills of the student body. Its purposes are:  

  Aspire and Inspire Upcoming engineers  
  Help reviving the automotive and aerospace fields in Lebanon  
  Help prepare colleagues and younger peers for the future  
  Strengthen abilities in various fields in Engineering  

 
- Name: SAE Supermileage Competition  
- Place and Date: Marshall, Michigan. June 6 and 7, 2019 

  
- Benefit for the AUB Community:  

 
 Participation in the competition will provide exposure for AUB in an international 

competition.  
 The AUB Supermileage car has become an icon of the level of excellency of the MSFEA  



 The competition is sponsored by several important engineering companies (Eaton, 
Siemens, Solidworks, Magna, ANSYS, AUTODESK…) who would note AUB’s 
participation.  

 Participation in such a competition sends a message to the AUB community, and on a 
larger scale to the Lebanese community, that the university is committed to supporting 
innovative student endeavors.  

 Representing the new level that AUB and MSFEA has reached under the Leadership of 
President Khuri and Dean Shihadeh.  

 Promoting the prominence of AUB as a regional leader and innovator amongst other 
universities.  

 The support of a project using state of the art design and manufacturing methods will 
encourage high schoolers with an inclination towards the automotive sector to aspire to 
enroll in the ME program at AUB.  

 Improving the image of AUB in front of our local sponsors. (MEDCO, Bank Audi, Beirut 
Digital District)  

 
Distribution of costs: 
 
Fundraising solicited from sources  
Source  
 

- Amount (USD)  

- MEDCO  - 5,000  
- Bank Audi  - 2,000  
- Beirut Digital District  - 1,000  
- MSFEA Dean’s Office  - 8,000  
- TOTAL  - 16,000  

 
Motion: 
 
Motion to fund the Supermileage Club with $15,900. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

5. Funding Request by Latino Club. 
 
AUB Latin club is a club that gives the opportunity for AUB students to learn different types of 
dances, including Latin (Jive, Rumba, Chacha, etc.) as well as Salsa and Bachata. This is done at 
the hands of experts in the respective dances, with the chance to perform on stage at the end of 
the year during the AUB Latin Night. 
Purpose is as described above, where students showcase their talent in front of friends and 
family. Almost 250-300 people attend the show (excluding dancers), which is done at the green 
oval (a stage is set in front of Fisk Hall). 
 
According to last year’s data: 
 



406 tickets were sold at 12,000 L.L./ticket 
Budget: 4,420,000 L.L. + approximately 1,000,000 L.L. = 5,420,000 L.L. 
Sources of Funding: Ticket Sale + revenues from bakesales 
Amount of Funded by the USFC: 2,731$ 
 
Cost based on last year’s expenses: $5,234 
Amount covered by selling tickets: $3,190 
Amount requested by the USFC: $2,045 
Discussion: 
 

 A student member stated that this is a nice event to happen on campus. 
 A student member stated that they should’ve done a bake sale in order to cover some 

costs instead of fully depending on the USFC. 
 
Motion: 
 
Motion to fund the Latin club with $2,045 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

6. Funding Request by Insight club. 
 

The Insight club is an independent, politically unaffiliated student club at AUB. Their aim is to 
provide insight on a well-rounded way of living by balancing between intellectual, physical, 
spiritual, academic, and social needs. 
This proposal is about funding decoration at AUB for the Holy month of Ramadan. The aim of 
this proposal is to celebrate the holiness of the month of Ramadan with the AUB community and 
to demonstrate the values of tolerance, diversity, and peace.  
The decoration consists of four major parts: 

1. A glowing crescent next to Jafet’s entrance  
2. A lantern in the main gate plaza. 
3. An illuminated tambour on the green oval. 

 
Place and date: AUB upper campus- April 22 till June 30 
 
Distribution of costs: 
 
Lantern: $2,500 
Maintenance of crescent: $400 
Tambour: $1,500 
 
Total requested amount from USFC: $4,400. 
 
Discussion: 

 
 A student member stated that having lights will be more essential.  



 A student member stated that they should’ve did a bake sale or contacted other clubs in 
order to fund raise for it. 

 A student member stated that they should’ve rented Ramadan decorations instead of 
making ones from scratch in order for it to be cheaper since they only use it for a limited 
time. 

 A student member stated that this is a very nice idea for Ramadan. 
 Another student member agreed but said that it is too expensive. 

 
 
Motion: 
 
Motion to fund $2,000, $400 for the lantern and $1,600 
 
Substitute motion: 
 
Motion to fund $2,500 for the lantern and add the USFC logo on it. 
 
With: 10 
Against: 3 
Abstain: 2 
 
Motion to fund the insight club with $2,500. 
Motion passed successfully. 
 
 

7. Funding request by Mental Health Awareness Club and Psychology society.  
 

The event is tailored to show differently abled people, specifically people with special needs, 
within an inclusive fashion show. In addition to modeling, the show will include intervals of 
singing and dancing in which differently abled people will also display their different talents in 
the same inclusive manner. The purpose is to integrate differently abled people with other 
diverse groups (i.e. people from different cultures, backgrounds, ethnicities, and identifications) 
in an event where inclusion allows the celebration of diversity and beauty—A Fashion Show. 
The show will include a speech by the head of Step Together, an association for special needs 
individuals, and another by a faculty member from the psychology department. 
The aim of this fashion show is to: 

- To promote inclusion and accepting differences. 
- To celebrate diversity and beauty. 

 
Name of the event: Inclusion Fashion Show 
Place and Date: West Hall, Common Room on the 18th of April 2019 
 
Fundraising solicited from other sources: 

 
- St. George’s University and Educom Overseas: 5000$ 
- Rue 22: 20-30 outfits 



- Celio Lebanon: 20-30 outfits 
- Cherry Beauty Lounge: Hair, Makeup, Nails 
- The Selfie Station Magic Mirror: Discount on Taxi ride 

 
Distribution of costs: 
 

Hybrid - a visual production and installations company: 3000$ 
Graphic Designer: 100$ 
Decorations: 2000$ 
Chairs, covers, and other decorations to decoratethe pillars found in west hall: 1000$ 
Selfie booth 500$ an hour (might be kept for 2 hours) by selfie station magic: 1000$ 
b018 ‘s videographer: 500$ 
 
Total requested amount from USFC: $3,000 

 
Discussion:  

 
 A student member asked, why are you asking for $3,000 when everything is funded? 
 Ray stated that the sponsors are still pending so just in case they don’t fund them or if 

something happens to the clothes. 
 A student member stated that we are not responsible for anything that gets ruined. 
 A student member stated that having foreigners on the runway doesn’t have to do 

anything with inclusion 
 A student member stated that by inclusion they don’t mean only having people with 

mental and physical disabilities only, anyone who doesn’t feel included in society. 
 
 
Motion 
 
Motion to fund the Mental Health Awareness Club and Psychology society’s fashion show with 
$3,000. 
 
Substitute motion 
 
Motion to fund the Mental Health Awareness Club and Psychology society ‘s fashion show 
$1,658. 
 
With: 2 
Against: 9 
Abstain: 4 
 
Motion failed 
 
Voting for the first motion: 
Motion to fund the Mental Health Awareness Club and Psychology society’s fashion show with 
$3,000. 



 
With: 13 
Abstain: 2 
 
Motion to fund the Mental Health Awareness Club and Psychology society’s fashion show with 
$3,000. 
Motion passed successfully. 
 
 

8. Other business: 
 
Ali Zeiniddine presented the post details of the After-Grad event applications that will be posted 
on Facebook and Instagram by the PR Committee in order to be confirmed. 
 

 A student member suggested to set a deadline for submitting the applications which 
should be in 7 days. 

 
The post was confirmed by all members. 
 

Minutes recorded by Secretary Zeina Mikati. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:26 pm. 
 
 


