
Objective
The objective of this workshop is to provide participants with a broad foundation in conducting dissemination and
implementation (D&I) research in health. It will cover topics related to D&I theories, models, and frameworks, the
stakeholder engagement and partnership in D&I, the research methods and study designs for D&I, and the
measures and outcomes for D&I.

Target audience
Individuals with doctoral degrees (PhD, ScD, MD, DrPH, PharmD, MBBS, DNSc, etc.) and demonstrated experience
and expertise in health research (e.g., medicine, behavioral medicine, psychology, nursing, medical anthropology,
health economics, public health, health policy) are invited to submit D&I research concepts to the workshop. 
 Research assistants and students are invited to participate in the workshop as observers.

OFFERED ONLINE VIA WEBEX 
MONDAYS NOV 30, DEC 07, DEC 14 & DEC 21, 2020

·      
TIME: 4:00 PM TO 5:30 PM (BEIRUT TIME)
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WORKSHOP
ON DISSEMINATION AND IMPLEMENTATION RESEARCH 

IN HEALTH 
(WONDIRH)

The Clinical Research Institute (CRI) and the Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS) 
 at the American University of Beirut (AUB) 

in collaboration with 
the University of Florida (UF) 

 the US National Cancer Institute (NCI)

CLICK

TO

REGISTER

NOW!



WORKSHOP
ON DISSEMINATION AND IMPLEMENTATION RESEARCH 

IN HEALTH 
(WONDIRH)

What is Dissemination and Implementation (D&I) Research?
Dissemination research is defined as the scientific study of targeted distribution of information and

intervention materials to a specific public health or clinical practice audience. The intent is to understand how
best to communicate and integrate knowledge and the associated evidence-based interventions. 

Implementation research is defined as the scientific study of the use of strategies to adopt and integrate
evidence-based health interventions into clinical and community settings to improve individual outcomes and

benefit population health.

Approach
The workshop utilizes a combination of online coursework (six modules) and four 90-minute virtual (once per

week) interactive training sessions. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:

Appreciate the complex process of bridging research and practice in a variety of real-world settings 
Develop research that balances rigor with relevance and employs study designs and methods appropriate for

the complex processes involved in D&I.
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Dr. Elie Akl 
A tenured Professor of Medicine at AUB. He leads the
division of General Internal Medicine and Geriatrics
(GIMG) and directs the Clinical Research Institute (CRI)
and the AUB GRADE. He has a part time appointment in
the Department of Health Research Methods, Evidence,
and Impact (HE&I) at McMaster University. His research
expertise is in systematic reviews, practice guidelines,
and conflicts of interest. He serves as a guideline
methodologist for a number of North American
professional organizations and the World Health
Organization (WHO). He published more than 400 peer-
reviewed papers and was listed by Thomson Reuters as
one of the 2015 "world’s most influential scientific
minds" and as one of the “Highly Cited Researchers”
yearly since 2015.

Dr. Rima Nakkash 
Associate professor in the Department of Health Promotion
and Community Health in the Faculty of Health Sciences at
AUB, and associate director of the Knowledge to Policy
(K2P) Center. She is the coordinator of the AUB Tobacco
Control research group and co-directs the WHO FCTC
waterpipe tobacco smoking knowledge hub. Her research
focuses on tobacco control, youth health, and ethics and
conflicts of interest in public health research. She has
secured competitive funding to support those research
interests and lead interventions research studies with
regional and international  research teams throughout the
years.  She has experience in community based
participatory research and implementation evaluation. To
date, she has been involved in the development,
implementation and evaluation of two community-based
interventions and two school-based interventions, three of
which focus on youth as a population of interest. 
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Dr. Ji-Hyun Lee
Professor of Biostatistics in the University of
Florida College of Medicine and the College of
Public Health and Health Professions,
Department of Biostatistics and a Full Member
of the University of Florida Health Cancer Center
(UFHCC). She is also the director of the Division
of Quantitative Sciences and the Biostatistics
Shared Resource of the UFHCC where she
oversees the day-to-day functioning of the
Resource. Dr. Lee is an elected American
Statistical Association (ASA) Fellow. Dr. Lee’s
research interests include clinical trials, group
randomized trials based on communities,
methods for repeated measurements, Bayesian
approach and best  statistical practices.

Dr. Fadi El-Jardali 
Professor of Health Policy and Systems and chair
of the Department of Health Policy and
Management in the Faculty of Health Sciences at
AUB. He is the Founder and Director of the
Knowledge to Policy (K2P) Center; Director of the
WHO Collaborating Center for Evidence-Informed
Policy and Practice; and Co-Director of the Center
for Systematic Reviews in Health Policy and
Systems Research (SPARK). His research is
focused on health policymaking, knowledge
translation, governance, performance reporting
for health systems and organizations, quality of
care, accreditation, and patient safety.
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Dr. Ramzi Salloum
Assistant professor in the Department of Health
Outcomes & Biomedical Informatics at the University of
Florida College of Medicine and a member of the UF
Health Cancer Center and the Institute for Child Health
Policy. He is an economist and health services researcher
whose work has consistently focused on decision making
across the cancer prevention and control continuum,
including prevention, screening, and treatment. Given his
research experiences in studying the provision of
healthcare services, his goal is to increase the
implementation and dissemination of innovative value-
added cancer prevention and control strategies by
improving our understanding of patient values and
preferences and enhancing stakeholder engagement. He
currently serves as the chair of the American Society of
Preventive Oncology (ASPO) global cancer research
special interest group. 

Dr. Donna Shelley
Tenured Professor of Global Public Health in the New York
University (NYU) School of Global Public Health in the
Department of Policy and Public Health Management.  She
is founding Director of the School’s Global Center for
Implementation Science and is Co-Director of the
Epidemiology and Cancer Control Program at the NYU
Perlmutter Cancer Center. Her work is motivated by a deep
commitment to reducing tobacco-related disparities in
morbidity and mortality in the US and Viet Nam. In pursuit of
this goal, she has built a rigorous program of translational,
population-based, and policy-relevant research to optimize
implementation of tobacco use treatment in health care
delivery systems, accelerate implementation of tobacco
control policies and to develop innovative ways to improve
access to and treatment of nicotine addiction among people
with comorbid conditions.
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Dr. Marie Ricciardone
Senior Advisor at the National Cancer Institute’s Center for
Global Health, where she leads the development of research
and training initiatives in the Middle East and North Africa.
Her research interests include tobacco control, cancer
prevention, early cancer detection, resource appropriate
cancer treatment, and implementation science. Dr.
Ricciardone has extensive international experience in
biomedical research, education, public policy and program
management. In Turkey, she helped launch a molecular
biology and genetics program at Bilkent University and led a
research program on hereditary colon cancer. She
collaborated with Egyptian colleagues in Cairo to evaluate
the vaccine potential of schistosome antigens. As an
American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) Fellow at the Department of State, she helped
negotiate the multilateral convention against Persistent
Organic Pollutants. 

Dr. Cynthia Vinson
Senior adviser for the Implementation Science
Team in the Office of the Director in the Division of
Cancer Control and Population Sciences (DCCPS) at
the National Cancer Institute (NCI). She currently
works on building and sustaining the field of
implementation science to enhance the integration
of evidence-based guidelines, programs, and
policies for cancer control in public health and
clinical practice. As a member of the
Comprehensive Cancer Control National
Partnership, she is responsible for working within
NCI and with other agencies and organizations to
translate research funded by DCCPS into practice.
She also co-leads the DCCPS’s HPV vaccination
efforts.
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Dr. Tamar Kabakian
Associate professor at the Department of Health Promotion and Community Health at the Faculty of Health
Sciences. Her work revolves around intervention research across multiple countries and contexts in the
Arab region. Her research focuses on women’s experiences and preferences in childbirth, postpartum
health, caesarean section, breastfeeding, companion of choice at birth and respectful maternity care. She
has conducted a number of intervention and implementation research studies using both quantitative and
qualitative methodologies aiming at improving the quality of maternity care and maternal and neonatal
outcomes, at promoting evidence-based practices and at enhancing positive childbirth experiences in
Lebanon and in Arab countries. She led a large multi-site implementation research study on introducing
labor companionship in public hospitals in Egypt, Syria and Lebanon. She also works on pregnancy and
childbirth needs of internally displaced populations and refugees in Lebanon. Dr. Kabakian is a founding
member and acted as regional coordinator (2001-2009) of Choices and Challenges in Changing Childbirth
Research Network, a program on childbirth research in Arab countries. She is a member of the global
Executive Guideline Steering Group for updating WHO Maternal and Perinatal Health recommendations.
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Dr. Mark Parascandola 
Chief of the Research and Training Branch in the Center for Global Health at the National Cancer
Institute. He has authored numerous published articles on tobacco use prevention, tobacco control
policy, and epidemiologic research methodology. He served as an editor for the NCI/WHO report
The Economics of Tobacco and Tobacco Control (2016), the NCI/CDC report Smokeless Tobacco
and Public Health: A Global Perspective (2014), and the two-volume encyclopedia Tobacco: Its
History and Culture (2005). He also served as a member of the IARC Working Group on Methods for
Evaluating Tobacco Control Policies in 2007. As a Program Director at NCI, Dr. Parascandola has
managed a research portfolio with a focus on global tobacco control, smokeless tobacco use, and
implementation science. Dr. Parascandola has served as an Embassy Science Fellow and expert
advisor on tobacco control and air pollution and health at the U.S. Embassies in Beijing, China, and
Warsaw, Poland.
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