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AUB organized its first Giving Day on
December 3, 2018, the same day that it
celebrated Founders Day with the
traditional ceremony on campus and a
student essay competition. Why
celebrate Giving Day on Founders Day?
“The first thing that Daniel Bliss was
tasked to do was raise money for a
$100,000 endowment,” explained VP
for Advancement Imad B. Baalbaki. “It
took him almost four years, but he was
successful thanks to the generosity of
some extraordinary men and women
who were willing to give even though
there was no college at the time.” 

AUB alumni and friends participated in
impressive numbers: 1,051 donors from
26 countries, 34 US states and the
District of Columbia, and seven

Canadian provinces. 30 percent were
first-time donors. Generous matches
from Mazen Dajani (BBA ’59, MA ’69),
Abdallah Darwiche (BEN ’75), Trustee
Nabil Habayeb (former AUB student
1977-79), Trustee Hisham Jaroudi (BAR
’66), Trustee Emerita Ann Z. Kerr-
Adams, Trustee Maher Mikati (BBA ’01)
and Dana Mikati (BBA ’02), and Trustee
D. Scott Wise brought the total to
$616,822. 

There was also a Faculty Challenge
between AUB’s seven faculties—a
friendly and hotly contested
competition to determine which faculty
would secure the highest percentage of
alumni participation. The Faculty of
Health Sciences snagged first prize,
followed by the Rafic Hariri School of

Nursing and the Faculty of Medicine.
The faculty that attracted the greatest
number of alumni donors was the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, followed
by the Faculty of Health Sciences. The
Suliman S. Olayan School of Business
and the Maroun Semaan Faculty of
Engineering and Architecture tied for
third place. 

“AUB’s long-held values of excellence,
tolerance, pluralism, and community
were on full display on December 3,”
said AUB President Fadlo R. Khuri.
“Events such as Giving Day are a great
opportunity for us to all pull together in
support of this singular institution that
we love.” 

Join Together.
Give. Make an
Impact.
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