
8:30 – 8:45 am	 Opening and Registration 

8:45 – 9:30 am	 Introductory Session
			   President Fadlo Khuri 

			   Dr. Lina Choueiri, Deputy Provost 

			   Dr. Jihad Touma, Founding Director of the School of Computing 
	                                     and Data Sciences

9:30 – 11:30 am	 Session 1

			   Building Arabic LLMs
			   Moderated by: Wissam Antoun, INRIA			 

			   9:30 – 10:00		  What Makes an LLM Arabic Centric		
						      Kareem Darwish  
						      Qatar Computing Research 	Institute

			   10:00 – 10:30		 Building an Arabic LLM from 				 
						      Scratch: Challenges, Solutions, and 		
						      Opportunities
						      Hamdy Hussein  
						      Qatar Computing Research Institute 

			   10:30 – 11:00		  Arabic Dialects: Do we Understand 		
						      them 	to Model them?  
						      Walid Magdy  
						      University of Edinburgh

			   11:00 – 11:30		  Discussion

11:30 – 11:45 am	 Break

11:45 – 1:45 pm	 Session 2

		  	 Building Arabic Information/Knowledge Systems 
			   Moderated by: Fatima Abou Salem, American University of Beirut

			   11:45 – 12:15		  Evaluating the Capacity of LLMs to  
						      Perform Morphological Analysis on 		
						      Classical Arabic Texts 
						      Karim Bouzoubaa 
						      Mohamed V University of Rabat

			   12:15 – 12:45		  Are LLMs all you need for Qur’an QA 		
						      and  Essay Scoring?
						      Tamer Elsayed  
						      Qatar University 

			   12:45 – 1:15		  AraBERT: an enabler for Arabic NLP 		
						      embeddings  
						      Fady Baly, Accrete AI 
						      Wissam Antoun, INRIA 

			   1:15 – 1:45		  Discussion

1:45 – 3:00 pm	 Lunch break

3:00 – 4:15 pm	 Session 3

			   Computer Science & Electrical and Computer 		
			   Engineering Contributions to NLP 
			   Moderated by: Fady Baly, Accrete AI

			   3:00 – 3:30	 Advancing Arabic NLP: Contributions from the 	
					     Department of Computer Science at the 	 
					     American University of Beirut 
					     Shady Elbassuoni  
					     American University of Beirut 
		   
			   3:30 – 4:00	 Arabic NLP at the Electrical and Computer 		
					     Engineering Department at the American 		
					     University of Beirut 
					     Razane Tajeddine  
					     American University of Beirut 

			   4:00 – 4:15	 Discussion

4:15 – 4:30 pm	 Break 	

4:30 – 5:30 pm	 Discussion on a roadmap for the School of  
			   Computing and Data Sciences and Arabic NLP 

					     Overview of Vision: Jihad Touma

					     Three discussion groups: 
					     1. Data and Compute Resources 
					     2. Language and Culture Awareness 
					     3. Applications and use cases in Academia and teaching  

					     Conclusion and final remarks
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