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Thank you President Khuri for that very generous citation.

In this magnificent city that has been destroyed and rebuilt at least seven times, the
ceremony today reminds us that we may be bent but we are not broken, we may be
wounded but we are wide awake. For like the trees of Lebanon, the human spirit is
indomitable.

In the face of despair and grief, we can choose paralysis or we can choose action. We
can retreat into hopelessness or we can transform our pain into stubborn, relentless
optimism.

Today each one of us is already an ancestor. The eyes of future generations are
watching us in this decisive moment and they ask: What did you do? The answer
cannot be one of fear and acquiescence, but one of courage and determination.

Today, we plant the seeds of tomorrow's forest. Let that forest emerge from our
collective vision of what is possible, not from our resignation to what seems impossible.
Let it grow from our unwavering commitment to transform the reality we are given into
the reality that we want for ourselves and for our descendants
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