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Forever Young

Dear Excellencies, Dr. Nawaf Salam, President of the Council of Ministers,
representing His Excellency the President of the Republic of Lebanon, General Joseph
Aoun, trustees, honorands, administrators, faculty, staff, friends, parents and, most of
all, the American University of Beirut graduating class of 2025,

Good evening and welcome to your AUB graduation! As you sit here with your friends
and with your family members behind you, you are likely feeling two powerful—and,
perhaps, slightly contradictory—sets of emotions.

On the one hand, relief and joy. You did it! Or at least this phase of it, at the American
University of Beirut, the oldest, and by some distance the finest, university in the
Middle East and North Africa. This is your moment. You have earned it, and you
deserve to feel every bit of pride that comes with it.

On the other hand, there may well be a sense of uncertainty. You might be asking
yourself—What now? What could possibly come next to match this time in your life?
The answer, in truth, is up to you. And it is both a little terrifying—and incredibly
exciting.

Think of your AUB experience as a high-speed Formula 1 race—intense, imperfect, yet
completed with courage and skill. The level of coordination, teamwork, competition,
and constant adjustment it takes to navigate a degree here is remarkable. You worked
alongside some of the brightest minds of your generation—like a perfectly
synchronized pit crew. Tires swapped in seconds, the wheel nut tightened in a blur,
every move executed with practiced precision. Every moment counts—just like every
semester here. When it is done, you are victorious, but more than a little mystified.

So tonight, before you take your next step, pause. Take a moment to look around—at
each other, at this historic campus, at those who helped you get here: your families,
your professors, your friends. And reflect on what it means to graduate from AUB — not
just with a degree, but with skills, tools, values, and purpose.
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Speaking of racing—Enzo Ferrari once said he never truly took a day off. His joy lay in
racing, in the long hours spent designing, building, and selling cars, all so he could
keep racing. He knew what gave his life purpose: a relentless pursuit of excellence, on
and off the track, driving himself—quite literally—to success. That drive led him to build
one of the most iconic brands in the world. You, too, must discover your passion and
purpose, and let them guide you as you blaze your own trail.

At AUB, our overarching purpose is to work toward making the world a better place:
more inclusive, more equitable, and more sustainable. We aim to graduate citizens
who help bring this about. When you walk through the Main Gate, you pass the
enduring quote from John 10:10: “That they may have life, and have it more
abundantly.” “They” in that quote must refer not only to individuals, but to the societies
those women and men come from and return to. Doing good is no longer enough. We
must do what is right.

This nearly 160-year-old university ranks 35th in the world for employability and 39th in
the world in producing graduates who go on to become high or very high net worth
individuals. AUB also leads the region in producing entrepreneurs who make a
difference—as evidenced not only in the number of alumni who lead Fortune 500
companies, but in the annual “30 Under 30" Forbes rankings.

Yet, we know the societies that most of you come from continue to struggle — with
inequity, lack of opportunity, affordability, inclusiveness, and maldistributed resources.
Yes, global hunger has declined significantly over the past 75 years—hbut inequality,
lack of opportunity, and uneven wealth remain stubbornly persistent. In too many
places, these hardships are compounded by conflict and war, as you know all too well.
But in this troubled world, you—AUB graduates—carry the potential not just to lead, but
to build bridges, and to be peacemakers where peace is most needed.

AUB was founded in 1866 as a Protestant evangelical, mission-oriented college. Today
we remain mission-driven, but grounded in secular humanist, universalist values.

In 1871, just five years after founding the college, President Daniel Bliss expressed its
purpose in timeless words:

“This College is for all conditions and classes of men without regard to color,
nationality, race, or religion. A man white, black or yellow; Christian, Jew,
Mohammedan or heathen, may enter and enjoy all the advantages of this institution for
three, four or eight years; and go out believing in one God, or in many gods, or in no
God. But it will be impossible for anyone to continue with us long without knowing what
we believe to be the truth and our reasons for that belief.”

Today, we still take immense pride in opening our doors wide to all people—including
women since 1920—and we still embrace this as one of our great strengths. We also
continue to instill our mission into all aspects of university life, such that our graduates
emerge with a deep understanding of our purpose and values, and carry them forward
into the world.
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At AUB, we don't work for rankings. We work to change the world. We don't just train
highly paid consultants, physicians, nurses, engineers, and scientists. We train
change-makers. As Howard Bliss, the university’s second president, once said, the
goal is not to make men into doctors, but rather doctors into men. Today, tomorrow and
forever, at AUB, your alma mater, we guide and support women and men who believe
that every individual has their own sacrosanct right to the pursuit of health, happiness,
and a more abundant life.

We are here to uplift, to empower, to enlighten, to transform. We are not here simply to
help you gain knowledge, or jobs, or opportunities, or degrees or wealth, but rather to
help you in being uplifted, to uplift your families, communities, and nations. That has
never been more critical than it is today.

But make no mistake. While we want you to work hard, to strive to do great things for
the many who are less fortunate than you—most of whom would do almost anything to
be in your shoes today as AUB graduates—we also want you to enjoy yourselves, both
while you are here and moving forward. Living truly abundant lives is about more than
work, wealth, or recognition. It is about more even than earning universal respect.

Look at our three honorands today. In the fields of statesmanship, the environment,
leadership, science and history, scholarship and mentorship, Christiana Figueres, Raif
Geha, and Philip Khoury have led the way. They have earned our respect, our
admiration, our trust and appreciation. But none of them did that for the adulation.
Instead, they did it for all the right reasons. To preserve the planet, unlock nature’s
mysteries, to understand humanity and its true essence. They, like you, and with you,
receive well-earned degrees today. They also share a unique and special bond, not
only with you, but with all those who have gone forth from here before you. A joy of life.
An appreciation for humankind. A love for the world.

These sentiments are echoed in Bob Dylan’s Forever Young, a remarkably
straightforward song with an unambiguously uplifting melody. Written in 1973 as a
lullaby for Jesse, his eldest son, Dylan's song relates a father's hopes that his child will
find happiness, fulfilment, and purpose. We wish this for you:

[Stanza 2]

May you grow up to be righteous
May you grow up to be true

May you always know the truth
And see the light surrounding you
May you always be courageous
Stand upright and be strong

May you stay forever young

May you stay forever young

So let me close by saying this: May you carry forward with clarity and purpose. May
you hold tightly to the truth and the light, even when darkness creeps in. May you face
the world with courage and use your strength to lift others as you rise. May your lives
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be rich in meaning and in joy. And through all the changes you encounter, may you
stay forever young.
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