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Commencement Address 2025 

By Fadlo R. Khuri 
 

 
May 30 - Introduction of Student Speaker 
 
President 
 
IT IS NOW MY DISTINCT PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE THE STUDENT SPEAKER 
FOR THIS COMMENCEMENT, Mr. Nader Zalaquett, CANDIDATE FOR THE 
DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF MEDICINE.  
  
Nader Zalaquett comes with a moving story of a lifelong dream to pursue an AUB 
education and an unwavering determination to make the best of that education, with a 
sincere purpose to serve.  
After graduating with a BA in biology with high distinction, Nader continued to rank 
amongst the top medical students. All the while, he held several leadership roles within 
the student government, student clubs, and volunteering initiatives, serving as VP for 
the USFC over the last two years; in addition to tutoring organic chemistry to tens of 
students each term and playing with the AUB varsity football team.  
 
Founder and president of the Lebanese Otolaryngology Research and Awareness 
Group and co-leader in several Global Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery 
Initiative teams, Nader has extensive clinical experience in both Lebanon and the US, 
and is the co-author of numerous scientific publications and recipient of multiple 
research awards and grants. 
 
Nader will continue to make us proud as he joins Mayo Clinic’s Department of 
Otolaryngology—Head and Neck Surgery for research. We wish you all the best, 
Nader, and we welcome you to represent today’s graduating class.  
 
 
 
May 30 - Introduction of Honorary Doctorate Degrees and Honorand Citations 
 
President:  
 
Every year, the American University of Beirut honors luminaries who have dedicated 
their work for the betterment of our world and have made significant positive impact in 
service to humankind. I am both pleased and privileged to bestow our university’s most 
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eminent accolade, the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, upon this year’s 
extraordinary leaders. 
 
Today we honor the consummate diplomat, author, and architect of the Paris Climate 
Agreement, Christiana Figueres; distinguished academic leader and historian of 
Lebanon, Syria, and Palestine, and chairman emeritus of the AUB Board of Trustees, 
Philip Khoury; and world-renowned allergist, immunologist, and James Gamble 
Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School Raif Geha.  
 
These illustrious pioneers stand as symbols of our university’s ethos and as 
embodiments of transformative action, excellence, and dedication to sustainable 
progression.  In a world that craves genuine role models who prioritize societal 
wellbeing in everything they do, these remarkable individuals inspire us all, through 
their immense passion and relentless pursuit of knowledge, creativity, and innovation. 
 
On behalf of the American University of Beirut, I extend a warm welcome to this year’s 
honorary doctorate recipients. 
 
May I please ask the university provost, Professor Zaher Dawy, to join me on 
stage. 
 
President: I would like to ask the climate activist, author, diplomat, and 
inspirational world figure, Christiana Figueres, to please step forward. 
 
President: 
Christiana Figueres: A pivotal visionary and influential figure in the global climate 
movement. As Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, she turned paralysis into progress, forging the landmark 2015 Paris 
Agreement by rallying 195 nations around a shared climate future. A fearless architect 
of hope, she founded the Center for Sustainable Development in the Americas and co-
founded the organization Global Optimism. Through her bestselling book, The Future 
We Choose, and the acclaimed podcast, Outrage + Optimism, she continues to inspire 
audiences with urgency and courage. In recent years, she has expanded her mission 
to champion biodiversity, nature conservation, corporate responsibility, and renewable 
energy. Her accolades are global, and her legacy extends from policy to the planet 
itself—where a moth, a wasp, and an orchid bear her name.  
BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, I 
HEREBY CONFER UPON YOU, CHRISTIANA FIGUERES, THE DEGREE OF 
DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS, WITH ALL THE RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES, AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES PERTAINING THERETO. 
 
President: May I ask Chairman Emeritus of the American University of Beirut 
Board of Trustees, distinguished academic leader, and renowned historian, Dr. 
Philip Khoury, to please step forward. 
 
President:  
 



American University of Beirut 
PO Box 11-0236, Riad El Solh, Beirut 1107 2020, Lebanon 
T +961 1 35 00 00 – Ext 2650 | communications@aub.edu.lb 

aub.edu.lb 

 

Philip Khoury: an esteemed figure in scholarship and academic leadership, he stands 
as one of the most revered historians of our region. An alumnus of AUB, Philip is Ford 
International Professor of History and vice provost at MIT, with a career that spans the 
greatest and most prestigious institutions of higher education, including MIT, Harvard, 
and Oxford. His groundbreaking contributions to the study of the modern Middle East 
have shaped the minds of generations and left an indelible imprint on the academic 
landscape, reshaping our understanding of the region. At AUB, Dr. Khoury’s leadership 
as chairman of the board over a decade and a half has been nothing short of 
transformative. Under his guidance, the university flourished, weathering storms and 
emerging resilient, stronger, and ever more dedicated to its mission. Dr. Khoury’s 
enduring commitment to academic freedom, social justice, and global engagement 
continues to drive progress, empowering tomorrow’s thinkers, knowledge seekers, and 
leaders committed to meaningful change. 
 
BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, I 
HEREBY CONFER UPON YOU, PHILIP S. KHOURY, THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR 
OF HUMANE LETTERS, WITH ALL THE RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES, AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES PERTAINING THERETO. 
 
 
President: Our final honorary degree recipient, who will also deliver the 
commencement address, is the prominent physician-scientist, groundbreaking 
researcher, and revered mentor, Dr. Raif Geha. I invite you to please step 
forward. 
 
President: 
Raif Geha: James Gamble Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School who has 
combined innovative research with clinical excellence to make an enduring impact on 
pediatrics and immunology. A two-time graduate of AUB, from FAS and FM, Dr. Geha 
is one of the AUB Faculty of Medicine’s outstanding alumni, a world-recognized 
allergist, immunologist, and clinician. As chief of the Division of Immunology, Allergy, 
Rheumatology, and Dermatology at the Boston Children’s Hospital for more than 35 
years, he has transformed the hospital into a global center for excellence in pediatric 
immunology. His pioneering work has identified the genetic causes of primary 
immunodeficiencies, and advanced the understanding of allergic diseases and the 
mechanisms of atopic dermatitis, or eczema. He established the International 
Consortium for Immune Deficiency, a research and clinical network of more than 35 
centers in 25 countries, and he continues to conduct groundbreaking research and 
mentor generations of outstanding medical students, faculty, and postdoctoral 
scientists. 
BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, I 
HEREBY CONFER UPON YOU, RAIF S. GEHA, THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF 
HUMANE LETTERS, WITH ALL THE RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES, AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES PERTAINING THERETO. 
 


