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Ladies and gentlemen, esteemed president, deans, faculty, proud parents, and most
importantly, class of 2025, good evening!

If I were to ask: What are the odds that a 16-year-old from Zahle, with near zero
exposure to Beirut and its universities, would graduate as a medical doctor from the
best medical school in the Middle East? Well, | can tell you, everything is possible.
That was me 9 years ago when my biggest concern was seeing the sun set because
that meant it was time to stop playing football on the street and go back home. When
peak happiness was going to my grandfather’s house for a cousin gathering to share
memories and burst with laughter.

Unfortunately, my grandfather got very sick when | was 17 years old, but AUBMC
doctors were there for the rescue, offering him the best patient care possible. When
visiting him, | witnessed the hospital staff’'s professionalism and dedication, firsthand. A
couple of months before my grandfather’s death, as | was walking near AUBMC with
my dad, | decided that | want to dedicate my life to the service of others, just like those
doctors are doing, and | want to study medicine at this esteemed institution. A shocking
decision to everyone in the family, as no one from our family had ever attended AUB.
However, with my family and AUB’s support, here | am standing before you today
honoring my late grandfather and father’s legacy.

| lived my dream as an 18-year-old when | was accepted into the biology program here.
Interestingly, hundreds of other students were sharing my dream. | met an 18-year-old
from the North, an 18-year-old from the South, an 18-year-old from the Bekaa, an 18-
year-old from Beirut, and an 18-year-old from Mount Lebanon on my first day of
classes. A shocking experience for someone who’s only been exposed to people from
their own bubble. | also met people from Europe, the Americas, Africa, Asia, and the
Middle East. This is a testament to AUB being the premier hub of diversity, of unity in a
country often defined by its divisions. Within the walls of AUB, our different

American University of Beirut
PO Box 11-0236, Riad El Solh, Beirut 1107 2020, Lebanon
T +961 1 35 00 00 — Ext 2650 | communications@aub.edu.lb

aub.edu.lb



backgrounds weren’t barriers but bridges. Conversations flowed between accents,
traditions, and lived experiences, weaving a tapestry of perspectives that broadened
my own. | think this country can learn a thing or two about diversity and unity from this
institution.

Leading the student government for two years, | often saw AUB as a reflection of our
country’s future—where young men and women, regardless of background, stood side
by side, united in their fight for one common goal: the well-being of AUB and the
broader community.

At first, | thought | was transitioning from my peripheral neighborhood to the capital,
Beirut, which was quite a big transition to start with. However, little did | know that AUB
is a door to the entire world. From the halls of the #1 hospital to the #1 cancer center
and the #1 tech firms in the world, an AUB graduate was always there- ready to guide,
support, and uplift. This environment reshaped my aspirations, showing me that my
path was not confined to where | came from, but open to limitless possibilities. AUB
has given us more than an education, it has given us a launchpad to every single
corner of the world. A launchpad that will always be here for us, no matter what
happens.

But let me emphasize this, and please hear me well: All of the education, opportunities,
and mentorship we received exist because generations before us chose to give back to
this institution. Their generosity paved the way for us, just as we will one day pave the
way for those who come after us.

So go—explore the world, explore the unknown, explore the depths of your own
potential. Fail mightily, learn relentlessly, embrace your ups and downs, but
never, never forget where you came from. Because one day, it will be our turn to
come back, give back, serve AUB, serve Lebanon, get Lebanon on its feet again, and
bring about a new golden age for Lebanon.

Class of 2025, doctors, nurses, researchers, future entrepreneurs, you made it!
Congratulations to you and your families!
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