AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY
oF BEIRUT

2025 Commencement Exercise
Philip S. Khoury
Beirut, Friday, May 30, 2025

Thank you President Khuri; and thank you Chairman Kadifa and the AUB Board of
Trustees.

What a privilege it is to be honored by the university that has had the profoundest
impact on my career and my life.

| have roots here: my mother and my grandfather studied at AUB and both served on
the AUB faculty.

| used to visit this gorgeous campus as a boy; and then at the end of the 1960s, | came
from America to study here for one undergraduate year. In that single year, my AUB
professors changed my life forever. They introduced me to the history and cultures of
this remarkable region, and in so doing | knew | wanted to devote myself to becoming a
historian of this region, and | did.

Nearly three decades later, | was invited to join the AUB Board of Trustees. What an
honor that was. | discovered that the AUB Board is deeply committed to supporting
the mission of this great university. And it does so by contributing lots of hard work,
lots of wisdom, and generous amounts of funds to enable AUB to stay true to its
mission, even in the most challenging of times.

But the trustees are hardly the only element that helps to ensure that AUB is advancing
its mission. Of course there’s its president and his administration and staff at all levels
who are vital to AUB’s progress.

And then there is the AUB faculty, a faculty who are tremendously dedicated to serving
this institution and its mission. The faculty is composed of an abundance of
outstanding teachers and scholars, and they are a very important factor in AUB’s ability
to attract year after year such talented students to this campus.

The AUB faculty considers it a privilege to teach AUB students because of your
quality. And you students come to AUB for the opportunity to study with AUB’s
remarkably strong faculty.
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Another reason students from across Lebanon and beyond want to come to AUB is to

join a community of other high quality students, and to mix with them and learn from
one another.

Today and tomorrow is all about you, you who will be graduating with the Class of
2025. | salute you all on your great achievement. And | salute your proud families who
have supported you throughout.

I’'m privileged to be here with you this evening, and I will always feel linked to you, the
Class of 2025.

| wish for you only happiness and success throughout your lives and careers.

Thank you.
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