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President Khuri, trustees, department Chairs, faculty, staff, distinguished guests, and 
above all, our 2026 graduates, families, and the entire AUB community.  
 
I am honored to receive this doctoral degree from my alma mater. This honorary 
doctorate recognizes my scientific discovery of the receptors that white blood cells use 
as molecular “legs” to move around, a discovery that has allowed us to engineer 
modulatory compounds to mitigate thromboinflammatory diseases, including heart 
attacks and organ rejection. 
 
My academic career path as an AUB graduate was molded by incredible teachers in 
Drs. George Fawaz, Constantin Issidorides, Riad Tabbara, and Munib Shahid, to name 
a few.  
 
I sincerely hope that this spirit of discovery will forever shine and inspire you, our 
graduates, to  advance the academic mission and to make this world a better place. 


