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Commencement Address 2026 

By Fadlo R. Khuri 
June 5 – Honorary Doctorate and Graduate Commencement Ceremony  
 

  
Introduction of student speaker   
  
President: IT IS NOW MY DISTINCT PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE THE STUDENT 
SPEAKER FOR THIS COMMENCEMENT, MR. JOE YOUSSEF, CANDIDATE FOR 
THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF MEDICINE.  
  
Every so often a student is described, without hesitation, as among the best their 
teachers have taught. Joe Youssef is one of them — at every stage of his education. 
He ranked second in all of Lebanon on the French baccalaureate, graduated first in his 
biology class at AUB on a full scholarship, and ranked first again in each of 
his four years of medical school. He earned election to Alpha Omega Alpha and the 
Gold Humanism Honor Society, two distinctions that recognize a future physician of 
both intellect and heart. He authored five scientific papers and won national 
scholarships and research awards before even finishing his degree. Yet his distinction 
is not only in what he has earned but in how he works: a student who built his own 
research project from the ground up, coordinating across departments and beyond 
AUB, and whose enthusiasm, in one professor's words, is contagious. Joe, we 
expect great things of you. It is my great pleasure to invite you to the podium.  
  
  
General introduction of honorary degree speakers  
  
President:  
  
Every year, the American University of Beirut honors individuals whose work has 
enlarged our understanding of the world and advanced the dignity of those who live in 
it. It is with deep pride that I confer our university's highest accolade, the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, on this year's three extraordinary recipients.  
  
What these honorands share is a lifelong attention to what others might let slip away: 
the truth obscured in the chaos of war, the heritage left to crumble, the hidden workings 
of a single human cell. Today we honor Christiane Amanpour, the fearless 
correspondent who has reported from the front lines of conflict for four 
decades; Suad Amiry, the architect and author who has preserved tens of thousands 
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of historic buildings across Palestine; and M. Amin Arnaout, the physician-scientist 
whose discoveries have transformed modern medicine.  
  
In a region that has known more than its share of loss, their work stands as a steady 
insistence that what we build, preserve, and discover outlasts what would tear it down. 
On behalf of the American University of Beirut, I welcome this year's honorary 
doctorate recipients.  
  
  
Citation for Suad Amiry   
  
President:  
  
I would like to ask the distinguished architect, author, and cultural heritage 
leader, Suad Amiry, to please step forward.  
  
President:  
  
Suad Amiry’s life's work has been devoted to preserving what war and 
time sought to erase. An AUB alumna who earned her degree in architecture in 1977, 
she went on to found Riwaq, a center for architectural conservation, through which she 
has led the documentation of more than 50,000 historic buildings and the restoration of 
countless sites across Palestine. In her hands, preservation becomes far more than the 
saving of stone: it is community development, cultural resilience, and the safeguarding 
of identity, dignity, and collective memory against the pressures of erasure. An 
internationally acclaimed writer as well, her memoir Sharon and My Mother-in-
Law received the Viareggio Prize and has been translated into 17 languages. Through 
every building documented and every story told, she affirms that heritage is the ground 
on which a people stands.  
  
Citation for Amin Arnaout   
  
President:  
  
May I ask Dr. M. Amin Arnaout, pioneering physician-scientist, nephrologist, and 
mentor, to please step forward.  
  
President:  
  
Dr. Amin Arnaout’s discoveries have reshaped the fields of immunology, structural 
biology, and nephrology. A son of Saida, he graduated with distinction from this 
university's Faculty of Medicine before going on to become professor of medicine at 
Harvard Medical School and principal investigator of the Harvard Stem Cell Institute. At 
Massachusetts General Hospital, he directs the Leukocyte Biology and Inflammation 
Laboratory and the Structural Biology Program and serves as physician and chief 
emeritus of the Division of Nephrology. His landmark discovery of leukocyte integrins—
the cellular bridges that govern how cells adhere, survive, and communicate—has 
transformed our understanding of disease and opened the way to new and safer 
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therapies. Elected to the US National Academy of Sciences in 2025 and recipient 
of numerous honors, including the prestigious Homer Smith Award from the American 
Society of Nephrology, Amin continues to give back to AUB, including through the 
medical award he endowed for its outstanding graduates.  
  
Citation for Christiane Amanpour  
President:    
Our final honorary degree recipient, who will also deliver the commencement 
address, is one of the most influential broadcast journalists of her 
generation and a global voice for truth and press freedom. Christiane Amanpour, 
I invite you to please step forward.  
President:    
As one of the world’s foremost international correspondents, Christiane has redefined 
journalism through fearless reporting from the frontlines of conflict and incisive 
interviews with the most powerful voices of our time. From the Persian Gulf War to 
Bosnia, Iraq, and much more, she has consistently been at the vanguard of defending 
truth and accountability, as well as advocating for the protection and safety of 
journalists worldwide. Her influence spans platforms and generations. As 
CNN’s chief international anchor and host of Amanpour, as well as Amanpour & 
Company on PBS, and through her podcast The Ex Files, she unpacks today’s global 
crises, bringing a distinctive, question-driven approach that opens up more candid, 
inclusive, and in-depth dialogue with her audience. Her accolades are many, but her 
message is anchored in courage, integrity, and a belief in the power of journalism. She 
has never shied from showing truth to power, no matter how fearsome or corrosive that 
power.  
President:    
Now, please join me in welcoming Christiane Amanpour as your keynote speaker 
for this evening.  
  
  


