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Introduction of student speaker

President: IT IS NOW MY DISTINCT PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE THE STUDENT
SPEAKER FOR THIS COMMENCEMENT, MS. CARMEN BONJA, CANDIDATE FOR
THE DEGREES OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING AND BACHELOR OF
ARTS IN PSYCHOLOGY.

Carmen Bonja is an exceptional example of academic excellence joined with genuine
compassion. Pursuing a double major in nursing and psychology while maintaining a
perfect 4.0 GPA, she has woven the two disciplines together to deliver care that is as
thoughtful as it is humane. Beyond the classroom and the bedside, Carmen has
reached out to those too often overlooked—helping recruit dozens of underserved
women to AUBMC's clinics, volunteering at free clinics and school heart screenings,
and championing mental health awareness across her community. Through it all,
including moments of profound personal hardship, she has shown remarkable
resilience, integrity, and grace. Her maturity and empathy make her a fitting voice for
her class. It is my great pleasure to invite Carmen Bonja to the podium.

Introduction of M. Amin Arnaout as Keynote Speaker

It is my great honor to welcome today's keynote speaker, Dr. M. Amin Arnaout—a
physician-scientist whose career embodies the union of rigorous inquiry and devoted
service that defines this university at its best.

A son of Saida and graduate of AUB, earning his medical degree with distinction in
1974, he began his career here on the staff of our medical center before continuing at
Johns Hopkins and at Harvard, where he is today a professor of medicine and principal
investigator of the Harvard Stem Cell Institute. At Massachusetts General Hospital, he
leads the Leukocyte Biology and Inflammation Laboratory and the Structural Biology
Program and serves as physician and chief emeritus of the Division of Nephrology.

His discovery of leukocyte integrins reshaped the fields of immunology, structural
biology, and nephrology, and his work continues to guide the design of safer therapies
for inflammatory, autoimmune, and other diseases. Elected to the US National
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Academy of Sciences in 2025 and recipient of numerous honors, including the
prestigious Homer Smith Award from the American Society of Nephrology, Amin has

never forgotten the university that set him on his path. Please join me in welcoming Dr.
M. Amin Arnaout.
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