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Thank you President Fadlo for an exaggerated praise of Suad!

Good evening everybody
And congratulations to all of today’s graduates and their families.

| am thrilled to be standing on the stage today to be given a honorary doctorate
degree.

In spite of the fact that | had three degrees from three different universities, | never had
the pleasure of attending my graduation ceremony.

My undergraduate graduation ceremony was cancelled in 1976 due to the civil war in
Lebanon. The same is true of my masters degree from the university of Michigan: |
could not attend my masters graduation ceremony at the time because my father died
the week of my graduation, and | could not attend my Phd graduation ceremony at
Edinburgh University in 1984 bcs the Israeli authorities did not allow me to leave
Palestine and go to Scotland

So here | am attending my very first graduation Ceremony after 50 years!!

THANKS SO MUCH

This honorary degree means the world to me not only because of that but also
because as President Fadlo said, “Despite her global academic trajectory, Amiry has
consistently identified herself as an AUB graduate, citing the lasting intellectual and
personal impact of the university and the city of Beirut on her life and career.

And that is very true.

Coming from a provincial city like Amman in the early 70’s to AUB and Beirut, felt like
going to New York City at the time.

It truly felt like a bud that was about to blossom. For it was at AUB and Beirut city
where my “first everything” took place:

My first political awareness

My first social openness

My first engineering Ball

My fist love story

First time in a disco
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My first cigarette

My first drink

My first kiss

My first dip in the AUB beach

My first participation at the track and field

My first time | broke a record of running the 100 and 200 meters race
My first experience at the Speaker’s Corner

My first visit to the Casino to Ray Charles concert

My first visit to a refugee camp

My first friends from Sudan, Iraq, Iran, Afganistan, Kuwait and Bahrain.

But | should not forget to mention that it was at AUB where | also studied and stayed
up all nights long.

As my husband Salim says, “you made those of us who studied elsewhere feel as if we
missed being in heavens!” and | reply indeed you did miss on AUB HEAVEN.

Thanks you AUB for all what you gave us and still do

THANK YOU

Suad Amiry

“Mother of Strangers”. A novel
Published by Pantheon (August, 2022).
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