Mohamed Homayed
Undergrad Ceremony

Your Excellencies, Honored members of the Board of Trustees, President Dorman, Esteemed Deans,
Dignified Faculty and Staff, Parents and Guests, My Fellow Graduates,

| bid you a sincere welcome; it is my distinct pleasure to stand before you today on the 144"
commencement exercises. Having passed through AUB together, we have accomplished a tremendous
achievement, one that we should all be proud of. Overnights in Jafet, online deadlines, endless
assignments and multiple choice questions are now behind us. However, these are the everlasting
bittersweet memories that outline our university experience, deeply engraved in our minds.

My fellow graduates, don’t underestimate this grand moment, being where you are today receiving your
AUB diplomas is truly the corner-stone of your future. To the proud parents | say, you are now garnering
the outcome of time and effort that you’ve invested in your son’s/daughter’s education. Class of 2013,
you are fortunate enough to have such parents who stayed up nights, pushed you forward, loved and cared
for you, sacrificed time and money, and fulfilled your every need, all to see you walk across this very
stage.

My four years at AUB enriched my life with memorable friends, distinctive mentors, and an encouraging
atmosphere. 1 am going to miss Van Dyck hall and its courtyard, AUBMC and its Labs, Hostler Center
and the green field, Bliss Street and its morning coffee, the lower campus but not its chemistry stairs.
Above all, West Hall is what | am going to miss the most. | spent the last three years in the small office in
the corner of the third floor and this past year it became my home. As Vice President of the USFC, | did
my best to promote student’s life on and off campus and to represent you in the best way I could. This was
my intention, perspective and objective when | nominated myself; and today here | stand hoping that |
have not let you down.

Yes, our experience at AUB is unique in all respects. With its outstanding academic leadership and the
power of its student activism, AUB has equipped us with the indispensable assets of tolerance,
understanding and self-motivation. It is these assets that should unite us to keep the walls of our beloved
country from tumbling down. Isn’t this country and its exceptional legacy worthy of preserving by all
accessible means?

My fellow graduates, it is critical now to lay down clear goals that do not contradict your beliefs. Go, pick
a code or even create one and live by it. Aim high, you deserve to aim high, you are competent of aiming
high, you are AUB graduates. Set the bar high and overshoot it. Don’t forget the years that you spent at
AUB and use what you have learned to build a bright future. And finally never give up on your dream no
matter how much it will cost you to achieve it; dreams are the fuel of our lives.

As a wise man once said: “The only way of finding the limits of the possible is by going beyond them into
the impossible”.

Class of 2013, good luck, be great!
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