5\ @ QUB Office of Communications www.aub.edu.lb

s o American University of Beirut
ya =i, Ni— |}
a3 k=L

Undergraduate Commencement Ceremony

Message of the Graduating Class

Student Speaker Ali Ayoub - Faculty of Engineering and Architecture
May 28, 2016

Good evening President Khouri, Provost Harajli, deans and faculty members, guests, graduating
students, and honorable parents! On behalf of the American University of Beirut, | would like to
welcome you all to this very special 150" commencement ceremony! | remember four years ago,
when | first set foot in this university, | began walking down a path that would change my life. | found
a hot spring of potential within, and AUB is the reason | was able to unlock that potential. Right from
the start, | found myself getting involved in social activities, student movements, and student
representation. The days have gone by much too quickly, as | am sure most of you feel like the first
day of university was just yesterday. But friends and colleagues, don’t be deceived; your journey has
actually just begun, you are the leaders of the future, and by the likes of you, prosperous nations are
built.

Allow me to ask you, what is the greatest peril faced by sovereign nations today? The obvious answer
would certainly be: TERRORISM; and as others are fighting terrorism with their blood and souls, you
too can join the fight by spreading the torch of knowledge, wisdom and tolerance.

At this university, we are leaders in research, and we publish many papers, but that is not what makes
us special. What makes us special is the environment which every one of you has contributed in
creating. Over the past four years, | can recall some formative episodes in my AUB journey that | like

Ill

to call “personality builders”. Most of us here have been in clubs as members, cabinet, and have
participated in regular events. Moreover, most of us have taken part in the electoral process, and this
year we saw a momentous democratic move from the student representatives at the USFC, and that
was the development of the new AUB electoral law. All parties at AUB were able to sit together,
combine their efforts and reach a compromise to achieve a fair representative electoral system while,
as all of you know, our parliament out there has not been able to reach an agreement on this issue.
We hope that AUB can be a role model for the country and | ask you, as future active citizens to

transfer this mindset of inclusiveness, compromise, and awareness.

In AUB, I've met students from all backgrounds, from different geographical areas and sects, and have
worked with them in teams. These experiences have shattered all the alleged stereotypes that | had
before studying here; and | am sure that all of you have experienced this as well. Institutions like AUB
have been an essential asset to society, especially in Lebanon, where sectarian labels and strife have
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hindered the advancement of our community. Fellow students and colleagues, today we emerge well-
armed to make Lebanon prosperous for our children.

I would like to give a special thanks to Dr. Talal Nizameddine, our dean of student affairs, for always
being there for students and representing their interests on the administrative level. You have been
an inspiration to me and, I'm sure, an excellent role model for others. And of course, our president,

Dr. Fadlo Khouri, you have been a catalyst in improving student-administration dialogue, and we are
confident that the future of AUB is in good hands. Thank you!
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