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Undergraduate Commencement speech: Mohamad Dia

President Dorman, Deans, members of the Board of Trustees, faculty, staff,
distinguished guests, families, friends, and of course my fellow graduating AUBites.
It is of my greatest honor to speak today on behalf of the graduating class of 2012.

| find it hard to believe that this day marks the end of four difficult yet memorable
undergraduate years. | still remember the first time | made the Dean’s Honor List at
the end of my first semester, only to find out that over 30 of my classmates were
also on that list. It was at that point when | realized how competitive our mutual
journey would be, one that would eventually provide us with academic knowledge,
technical skills and intellectual power.

Undoubtedly, on the seats in front of you sit Lebanon's finest, most educated and
most culturally diverse students. Given this | find it harshly bittersweet that a
considerable number of these graduates, myself included, will soon travel to seek
opportunities abroad. It saddens me that this country which has been our home,
witnessed our educational upbringing, and for which my father and many have died,
cannot accommodate the brilliance and aspirations of its finest graduates. In this
time of regional change we, AUBites face the challenge of leading it, as our
predecessors did when they lead the changes which took over the Arab World since
the beginning of the 20th century. In particular, we bear the responsibility of leading
the much needed process of building a powerful state of Lebanon and protecting it
by all means necessary, as our fathers have done before us, mine included.

Today, we stand before you armed with three values we acquired throughout our
studies: high-level academic education that will enable us to fulfill our aspirations,
the ability to tell the right from the wrong so that we fight for it, and the multi-
cultural atmosphere which has embraced us all. These qualities can’t but lead us to
hope we can fight, and appreciate those who do, the most deadly of enemies this
country suffers from, one from the outside threatening us for decades, and the
sectarianism from the inside impeding the development of our country.

Fellow graduates, the prior being said, it is up to us to put an end to this vicious cycle
which pushes the most educated people to leave this country upon or soon after

graduating. Thus | ask that we all keep this country, and our alma mater, in our
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hearts and minds wherever our future paths may lead us, such that we may return

to it with the heartfelt and constructive objective to give back.

To all our professors, families and friends, to those whose guidance, love and
support have helped us make it this far, | give to each of you, on behalf of my entire
class, our sincere thanks. Without you, none of us would be here today. To all my
classmates, who have challenged me to give my best and excel, and from whom |
have learned a great deal, thank you.

Class of 2012, Congratulations! We made it!

A8 (S, el e W) Lallal, g g 835l 5 Loty ¢ A pall Lilia

138 J 81 o g3 (3 al Al (5ol oasa (e Ban Ao sene Dlias pSalal sl Call o 8 50

538 Al o (S S5 L A jall g alall e (e ciae T8 a1 w1 <l il By a3 (Y 20 e iy
Lo Ba A3l

O cal JSI Xl agia (adl s padadll iUl JST 63a 58 A5 czadall OIS o sgdall (0 graay Lid (e
Il e Aaaly 5l Ay simall 5 Agalall 03 ) g 7 peall 138 JBlaT) (e U Lal paY )

Jmanlly ana¥ 5l af addgn 5 agdym |shsn Cpdll U alaall | gally a5l o 20 Y s (e DU

Y Lary claad¥ ol elad ol 5l (e AL Cand) ladlee diia diia ) asledll il gise e e

) S 88 4 sy Adildall ) pan cpall e 48 2k ool (g3 Ghasl) s Gl sl s Y 4 slag
Lalialas ll dpaaeill J5 (e Casadl las Lpasy o)) jaadl o3 Wl Al oelis) eloay ol gl (3 3 o s 5Ly
APPSR PPN PR

las i 5z mall 13 Liade LaS il (Silh oJah Lgadgy IS5 Y 5 0l sanll o2 aagi Lisen J il S0
Oe 4B jlaa V| aie Lias sl ¢ aladl aalad) Glasll (Gl gl laa ol jaadl e 85 450 (G

o3 ond Gall can e LYL Jsma yaa ol La a8l 5l Ul 5., iy (piindie ale 500 (e LIS ol S
U0 ans S laadl @ld el o gall el 8 e oY) g8 o A (o pdic 5 (il e 4aled
misas s padlS | cpa day slg s Gila g Dasen Wl il i conlgind el L Ladl Ladls das
el Geda G lie A 5e s e U el L] Ll 1) s "4l (min o 2 Tl )l

S el s e sl Alan g B e 18 Ly



