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AUBMC Holds the Second Middle East Genitourinary Oncology Conference

The American University of Beirut Medical Center (AUBMC) hosted the Second Middle East
Genitourinary Oncology Conference, a premier regional forum dedicated to improving the
management of genitourinary malignancies.

The conference brought together leading oncologists, urologists, radiation oncologists, radiologists,
researchers, and healthcare professionals for two intensive days focused on advancing the
management of bladder, prostate, and renal cancers. The conference featured expert-led lectures,
case-based discussions, and interactive panels exploring the latest innovations in diagnostics,
therapeutics, and clinical practice.

Dr. Sally Temraz, activity director and deputy director of the Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute at
AUBMC, highlighted the ongoing challenges of limited access to medical advancements in the region
and underscored the vital role of institutions like AUBMC in transforming knowledge and research into
practical, patient-centered care.

Dr. Albert El Hajj, activity director and head of the Division of Urology, emphasized that collaboration
across institutions and countries is no longer optional but essential to advancing oncology care and
improving outcomes across the region. He added, “This meeting brings us together to reflect on rapid
advances in technology, diagnostics, and therapeutics—and to ask the most important question: how
do these innovations translate into better care for our patients, especially across the Middle East?”

Dr. Ali Taher, director of the Naef K. Basile Cancer Institute and associate vice president for academic
centers, development, and external affairs, described the conference as “a powerful statement of
collaboration,” noting that this meeting “reflects the core mission of the American University of Beirut:
academic excellence, innovation, and human-centered care.” Taher also stressed that progress in
cancer care must remain firmly anchored in both scientific rigor and compassion.

Dr. Raymond Sawaya, Raja N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty of Medicine at the American University of
Beirut (AUB), highlighted the diverse dimensions of the meeting that were driven by the collective
contributions of regional and international experts shaping meaningful dialogue and shared learning.

Dr. Fadlo Khuri, president of AUB, expressed pride in the institution’s continued efforts to expand and
strengthen healthcare delivery in Lebanon and the region through education, research, and
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collaboration. He added, “This conference brings together talent from many disciplines to work toward
something meaningful. Sustainability, as we discussed, is not only about system—it is about people.”

Dr. Rakan Nassereldine, minister of public health, reaffirmed ongoing national efforts to advance
oncology care through updated treatment protocols. He also extended sincere appreciation to
oncologists and cancer care providers who, despite mounting pressures, continue to serve patients
with professionalism and dedication.

The conference concluded with a reiteration of its core mission: to advance genitourinary oncology
through evidence-based practice, multidisciplinary collaboration, and regional and international
partnerships—ultimately strengthening cancer care and improving patient outcomes across Lebanon
and the Middle East.
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Note to Editors
About AUBMC

Since 1902, AUBMC has been providing the highest standards of care to patients across Lebanon and the region. It is
also the teaching hospital for the Faculty of Medicine at AUB (established in 1867), which has trained generations of
medical students and physicians, and whose graduates can be found at leading institutions around the world. AUBMC is
the only medical institution in the Middle East to have earned the five international accreditations of JCI, Magnet, CAP,
ACGME-I and JACIE attesting to its superior standards in patient-centered care, nursing, pathology/laboratory services
and graduate medical education.

The Faculty of Medicine has graduated over 4,000 medical students and physicians; the Rafic Hariri School of Nursing
provides excellent education for the nursing staff, and the Medical Center meets the healthcare needs of over 360,000
patient visits annually.
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