
FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, staff, and friends 
informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the FAFS family. Please share your 
department’s news and your suggestions with fafs_com@aub.edu.lb 
* New in this issue: Faculty News, Alumni News and FAFS Faculty Research

American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers (ASABE) annual International Meeting 

- AUB & FAFS at the ASABE General Exhibition
FAFS participated in the ASABE General Exhibition: book and
career fair during the 2018 ASABE International meeting in
Detroit, Michigan, USA on July 29 - August 1, 2018. Many counter
participants visited the booth, expressing interest in joining the
faculty as either professors or graduate students. READ MORE

- Dean Mohtar named ASABE Fellow, Class of 2018
Dean Mohtar was one of 13 new Fellows, ASABE's highest honor,
who were named at the ASABE annual international meeting in
Detroit, Michigan, USA on July 29 - August 1, 2018. READ MORE

- Friends of AUB Dinner
The first annual Friends of AUB event at an ASABE International
Meeting took place on July 31, 2018 in Dearborn, Michigan. The
gathering was impressive with the presence of around 50 guests
including renowned figures, distinguished alumni and friends from
AUB and other universities from the United States. READ MORE

FAFS Partnerships and Agreements 
FAFS expanded its international partnerships to promote student and faculty exchange, provide excellence in education, 
and participate in the advancement of knowledge through research and outreach. Memoranda of Understanding 
(MoUs) and agreements on Study Abroad and ERASMUS were signed with institutions in MENA, Europe, and North 
America, securing partnerships with Ecole d’Ingenieurs de Purpan, Montpellier Université d’Excellence/MUSE, Purdue 
University, and ICARDA. The Office of International Programs also signed Study Abroad and Erasmus agreements with 
the University of California-Irvine (USA) and Ahi Evran University (Turkey). 

Interview by Annahar Newspaper about food and nutrition security 
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FAFS hosted the launch event  for the IFPRI 2018 Global Food Policy Report: Food Security from Global to MENA on July 
3. Following the event, FAFS leadership was interviewed by Annahar Newspaper to comment on the report and to 
discuss the major trends in food security and nutrition across the globe in 2017. The interview offered insight and 
statistics about globalization’s impact on food security and nutrition in Lebanon and tackled the challenges and 
opportunities it poses. To read the interview, click here. 
 

Visit of Bassel Daher, AUB alum and Texas A&M PhD 
candidate 
During a visit to FAFS (June 5 - July 6, 2018), Mr. Bassel Daher met 
with faculty and staff, sharing information about the ongoing water-
energy-food nexus research at Texas A&M University. The WEF 
research there focuses on developing trade-offs analysis tools, 
catalyzing multi-stakeholder dialogue around future resource 
planning, and meeting the United Nation’s Sustainable Development 
Goals.  Mr. Daher initiated discussions to host a "Water Innovation 
Lab" in Lebanon that would focus on Building Resilience of Water-
Energy-Food-Health Systems in Arid and Semi-Arid Regions.  Mr. 
Daher, a PhD candidate at Texas A&M University’s Water 
Management and Hydrological Sciences Program, graduated with 
distinction from AUB’s College of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering (2010). 
 

 

 

 

Nutrition in Emergencies eighth training course 
The department of nutrition and food sciences (NFSC) at FAFS, in 
collaboration with the Institute of Global Health (UK), conducted an 
11-day intensive training course, Nutrition in Emergencies (NIE) in 
Beirut, for the eighth year (July 10-21). The course was delivered by 
nine international experts and hosted thirteen nutritionists, health 
professionals, and humanitarian workers from across the region, all 
of whom shared their experience and expertise. READ MORE  
 

 

 

 

Social and Economic Empowerment to Women at Nahr El-
Bared Camp by the Food Heritage Foundation (FHF), 
supported by ESDU 
The Food Heritage Foundation (FHF), supported by ESDU, in 
collaboration with Mercy USA, is providing interactive workshops for 
Palestinian ladies of the Women Program Association (WPA) in Nahr 
El-Barid Camp. The workshop sessions cover topics related to food 
service and provide practical information on the food service chain, 
including purchasing raw ingredients through product marketing and 
topics such as food safety and hygiene practices, food purchasing, 
kitchen management, packaging and labeling etc. READ MORE  
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ESDU supports the Food Heritage Foundation (FHF) Chouf 
workshop and training sessions on Sirdeleh & goat cheese 
making 
FHF, supported by ESDU, delivered three training sessions and 
workshops on Sirdeleh and soft goat cheese making in Deir al Qamar 
on July 16, 17, and 23, 2018. The sessions were commissioned by the 
Secours Islamique France (SIF) in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Chouf Biosphere Reserve. FHF supports the SIF 
objectives to enhance the preservation of authentic food in the 
Chouf region. READ MORE  
 
 

 

Cultural Landscapes multi-disciplinary student workshop in 
the Czech Republic  
Dr. Yaser Abunnasr and Landscape Design and Ecosystem 
Management (LDEM) seniors participated in a five day multi-
disciplinary joint AUB-CULS workshop in Slavonice (south of Prague), 
Czech Republic, May 21-26, 2018. The workshop was organized by 
professors Peter Kumble, Faculty of Environmental Sciences, Czech 
University of Life Sciences (CULS), and Henry Hanson, Faculty of 
Architecture, Czech Technical University. READ MORE 
 
 

 

FAFS new food safety lab 
Under the leadership of President Fadlo Khuri and FAFS Deans, Dr. Issmat I. Kassem (Department of Nutrition and Food 
Sciences, FAFS) and the Office of Grants and Contracts (OGC) at AUB successfully submitted and acquired a grant to 
establish a state-of-the-art laboratory to  address issues that intersect with all facets of food safety, a major societal 
concern affecting human health and socioeconomic growth, both locally and globally. In Lebanon, food safety issues 
are tangible and have been confounded by absence of a concentrated scientific effort to identify and mitigate 
deficiencies that might lead to debilitating illnesses in the population. The Laboratory for the Detection and Control of 
Foodborne Pathogens (LDCP), under the supervision of Dr. Kassem, is designed to address these needs and is poised to 
be one of a kind in the MENA region. LDCP will be instrumental in training a cadre of multidisciplinary professionals and 
will serve as an asset to stakeholders of the food-water-health nexus. LDCP is supported by ASHA-USAID (approx. $1.5 
million) and will be housed in the NFSC department at FAFS. A satellite laboratory at AREC is included and will effectively 
serve the pressing needs of its surrounding communities and their agricultural initiatives. 
 

 
AREC Field Day 
Dr. Haidar, AREC Director, invited FAFS faculty, staff, and graduate students of the Department of Agriculture to a Field 
Day on Thursday, July 26, 2018 to view student projects and celebrate the end of summer courses at AREC. READ MORE 
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SAVE THE DATE 

FAFS Retreat 
Date: Saturday, October 6, 2018 
Location: AREC 

Stay Tuned! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

FAFS Annual Sweet Corn Day 
Date: Sunday, October 7, 2018 
Location: AREC 

Stay Tuned! 

 
 

FAFS Alumni News 
 

 

FAFS alumnus Faouzi Issa receives international awards at 
the International Wine Challenge (IWC) 2018 
At the IWC 2018, London, FAFS prominent alumnus Faouzi Issa 
(Agricultural Engineering, 2006), winemaker, and co-owner of 
Domaine des Tourelles winery - Lebanon, won three prestigious 
international awards, bringing a unique honor to Lebanon: Gold 
Medal, Jury’s Trophy, and Great Value Champion Red for his 
Domaine des Tourelles 2014. READ MORE 

 
 

 

FAFS Faculty Research 
 

 
Sustainable urban greening by Dr. Salma Talhouk 
Many people think that if you live in the city, then caring for 
nature and gardening is a luxury, which they have neither the 
time, the money, nor the energy to afford. Dr. Salma Talhouk, 
professor at the Department of Landscape Design and Ecosystem 
Management, is using her research to show that bringing nature 
into the city benefits health and wellbeing and can be 
affordable.  Her interest in “Sustainable Urban Greening” focuses 
on developing sustainable, affordable greening methods that can 
be adopted by the community, and on assessing the impact of 
such methods on the wellbeing of urban dwellers. READ MORE 
 
 

 

Plant-infectious disease by Dr. Yusuf Abou Jawdah 
Dr. Yusuf Abou Jawdah, professor of plant pathology at the 
Department of Agriculture, has discovered a new species of a 
lethal plant disease that threatens stone-fruit production. His 
research gained national, regional, and international recognition. 
The disease, known as Almond Witches’ Broom, has proved to be 
a critical plant-infectious disease that has spread over regions of 
Lebanon and Iran and the gravity of the disease could 
tremendously increase if it spreads to other countries. READ 
MORE 
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Food Waste by Dr. Mohamad G. Abiad 
Food waste is a fundamental aspect of everyday life and 
detrimentally affects almost everyone. Unfortunately, in the Arab 
World there is a considerable lack of data about food waste. 
Essential information such as causes, volumes, use and reuse are 
missing, as are other details that fuel the problem. For this 
reason, Dr. Mohamad G. Abiad, associate professor at the NFSC 
and project PI, has investigated during the past three years, 
attitudes and behaviors of Lebanese consumers that lead to food 
waste generation in an effort to better understand the wastage 
throughout the food supply chain, and to mitigate and reuse 
applications. READ MORE 
 
 

 

 

FAFS Faculty News 
 

 

Dr. Lamis Jomaa, one of most ‘globally influential’ 
researchers, at the 2018 World Economic Forum 
Dr. Lamis Jomaa (assistant professor, Department of Nutrition 
and Food Sciences, FAFS) and Dr. Pierre Karam (assistant 
professor, Department of Chemistry, FAS) were selected as the 
most globally influential researchers in the advancement of 
science, engineering and technology among 50 scientists to 
participate in the World Economic Forum that is taking place in 
Tianjin, China (September, 2018). READ MORE 
 
 
 

 

 

Dr. Samer Kharroubi awarded Chartered Statistician 
(CStat) status 
In recognition of his extensive training and experience as a 
professional statistician, Dr. Samer A Kharroubi, associate 
professor of Biostatistics at FAFS, was awarded the 
prestigious Chartered Statistician (CStat) status by the Royal 
Statistical Society (RSS) of the United Kingdom. CStat status is 
the highest professional award for a statistician. More 
information is available on http://www.rss.org.uk/cstat. The 
Faculty is honored by Dr. Kharroubi’s remarkable achievement. 
READ MORE  

Dr. Issmat Kassem earned the title of a certified 
professional in food safety 
Dr. Issmat Kassem was recently designated a Certified 
Professional in Food Safety (CP-FS) by the National 
Environmental Health Association (NEHA). Dr. Kassem 
currently holds certification in preventive controls for human 
foods and is designated as a preventive controls qualified 
individual by the Food Safety Preventive Controls Alliance 
(FSPCA). He is certified in Advanced Growers Training by the 
Produce Safety Alliance (PSA). READ MORE 
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Dr. Abunnasr at the Sustainable Adaptive Gradients in the 
Coastal Environment (SAGE) Expert Scoring Workshop  
Landscape planning expert Dr. Yaser Abunnasr participated in 
the Expert Scoring Workshop, Hurst Creek Maryland, USA. The 
workshop, funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF), 
was organized by the Sustainable Adaptive Gradients in the 
Coastal Environment (SAGE) research group, in collaboration 
with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (June 3-5, 
2018). READ MORE 
 
 

 

Dr. Giuliano Martiniello attends Policy Forum on Charcoal-
led deforestation 
Dr. Martiniello, Assistant Professor of the Rural Community 
Development (RCODE) program, in collaboration with Dr. 
Adam Branch, University of Cambridge, contributed to a 
research as an Advisory Board  member of the project 
“Narratives of Conflict, Climate, and Development: Re-
envisioning Sustainability from Post-War Northern Uganda”. 
READ MORE 
 
 

 

Dr. Giuliano Martiniello’s Faculty Development Research 
leave 
During his junior faculty development research leave, Dr. 
Martiniello developed a collaboration in research and teaching 
with the Centre for Rural Studies of the Department of Political 
and Social Sciences, University of Calabria, Italy. READ MORE 
 
 

 

Dr. Hadi Jaafar’s interview about Pro-Green 
Dr. Hadi Jaafar, assistant professor of Irrigation Engineering 
and Water Management (FAFS), is also a faculty member and 
advisor for the water program at the Professional Online 
Diploma in Green Technologies (Pro-Green), since its inception. 
In an interview, Dr. Jaafar speaks about the benefits of joining 
the Pro-Green Diploma. The Pro-Green Joint/Dual Professional 
Graduate Diploma and Professional Degree in Green 
Technologies, funded by a grant awarded to AUB from the 
European Union Tempus Programme, focuses on renewable 
energies, green buildings, and water resources. Partners from 
Lebanon include the American University of Beirut and the 
Lebanese American University, with partners from universities 
in Egypt, Spain, Sweden, Italy and Ireland. 
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Dr. Farah Naja becomes a member in the IUNS Sustainable 
Diets Task Force 
We are proud to announce that Dr. Farah Naja was selected to 
become a member of the International Union of Nutritional 
Sciences (IUNS) Sustainable Diets Task Force. Through her 
contribution to this task force, Dr. Naja will promote FAFS 
research generally and research related to the interconnection 
between healthy diet (food) and healthy planet (water and 
energy) in particular. READ MORE 
 
  

 

FAFS Lectures series and Seminars 
 

 

July 31 – Applications Toward the Sustainable Development Goals | ASABE – Session moderator: FAFS Dean, 
Dr. Rabi Mohtar / Keynote speaker: Jim Jones, Program Director, National Science Foundation; Chemical, 
Bioengineering, Environmental, and Transport Engineering, at the Engineering Directorate and responsible for the 
INFEWS program (Innovations in food, energy, water systems). READ MORE  

 
 

July 31 – The IMF and the Fragile States | FAFS – Keynote speakers: Mr. Charles Collyns, Director of the IEO; Mr. 
Shinji Takagi, Assistant Director of the IEO; Mr. Samir Aita, President of Le Cercle des Economistes Arabes; Dr. Saladin 
Hadeethi, Director of debt at the Iraq Ministry of Finance; and Dr. Riad Obegi, President of Banque BEMO. READ 
MORE  

 
 

July 19 – Pedostructure Characterization Lab and its Application in the Water-Food Security Studies | FAFS 
– Research Assistant Professor Amjad T. Assi, Texas A&M University, Department of Biological and Agricultural 
Engineering speaks about greenwater accounting and soil thermodynamics. READ MORE 

 
 

July 16-17 – The expanding sugar frontier in northern Uganda: social and ecological implications | Uganda 
– Dr. Giuliano Martiniello, Assistant Professor in Rural Community Development (RCODE) program. READ MORE 

 
 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, brief description, 

picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
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