
 
  

FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is a monthly communication that will be shared with FAFS faculty, students, 
staff, and friends to help keep them informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the 
FAFS family. Please share your news and your suggestions with fafs_com@aub.edu.lb 

  

 

WEFRAH 
WEFRAH is a water energy food health nexus initiative. Led by FAFS and supported by AUB’s Deans and research 
units, WEFRAH is a pilot project centered on reviving research and development activities at AREC. The project will 
focus on multidisciplinary research and development innovations in technology, science, policy and learning. 
WEFRAH’s vision is to make AUB a regional hub for innovation in the water-energy-food-health nexus and the 
interconnectedness of renewable resources in arid and semiarid regions. WEFRAH is expected to launch in Fall 
2018. For more information, click here. 

  

 

Climate Committee 
The climate committee was established by the Dean and it is led by Dr. Salma Talhouk. Its goal is to create a 
collegial environment in which faculty, students, and staff can informally interact on various topics. The committee 
is organizing a week-long, intensive, interdisciplinary undergraduate student research workshop (April 23-29) in 
which undergraduate students from all FAFS disciplines will work together with FAFS faculty to design a prototype 
Nutricoin food outlet and to explore its feasibility and market value within the AUB community. The workshop will 
also provide the students with special training in pitching a business. A student information session held on March 
23 introduced the importance of the workshop. For more information, please email: ntsalma@aub.edu.lb 

  
FAFS Research Support Unit 
A new Research Support Unit has been established at FAFS and it aims to support FAFS faculty to increase their 
research productivity and enhance research excellence, particularly to increase the competitiveness in large, 
multidisciplinary grants. The unit’s key personnel, Sibelle El Labban, Executive Assistant for Research Support, and 
Laila Houri, Financial & Facilities Officer, will coordinate crosscutting large-scale research initiatives that engage 
multiple investigators and disciplines. The unit will develop and coordinate complementary synergies and 
collaborations with the Office of Grants and Contracts (OGC) and the Regional External Programs (REP) and offer 
complementary research support to FAFS’ Research Committee initiatives 
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FAFS Lecture Series 
FAFS departments and the Dean’s Office host notable international speakers on important topics and issues of 
importance to all of us. You are invited to share information and pictures about the lectures organized by your 
department. These will be added to the FAFS Lectures page to help promote attendance at your upcoming lectures 
and information about your guests. Please send your info to: fafs_com@aub.edu.lb. To check the FAFS lectures 
page, click here. 

 
Dean’s Seed Grant 
An FAFS Seed Grant to promote faculty collaboration between FAFS departments has been established. The 
objective is to provide seed funding to enhance success in obtaining future external funding. To date, two seed 
grants have been awarded:  

- PI Issmat Kassem and PI Hadi Jaafar, for their proposal: The role of fecally-polluted irrigation water in the 
transmission and survival of antimicrobial resistant foodborne pathogens on crops and soil, 

-  PI Yusuf Abou Jawdeh, and co-PIs Mirella Aoun and Mohamad G. Abiad, for their proposal: Netting system for 
sustainable apple production in Bekaa. 

  

AUB AREC Taskforce Committee (AAT) 
The AAT was established to represent all faculties and schools at AUB. Beginning with FAFS consultation to compile 
information and produce a report on the current activities, status, and growth potential of AREC infrastructure, the 
report will lay a foundation for AAT activities. The AAT plan is expected to be complete with recommendations for the 
AREC master plan by Fall 2018. 

  
FAFS Faculty Recruitment 
We are recruiting competent candidates for 6 new faculty positions in these areas: 
Food Virology, Agroecology / Soil /Water, Horticulture, Entomology / IPM, Animal Health / Nutrition, Plant Breeding 
and Agronomy. 
As part of its faculty recruitment campaign, FAFS will participate in the 2018 ASABE Career Fair, Detroit, Michigan, 
USA.  A faculty and graduate students’ recruiting booth will promote our programs and enhance the prospects for 
recruiting qualified faculty candidates. For more information, click here. 

  
Recruiting Students at FAFS 
To increase the visibility and appeal of the FAFS’ graduate and undergraduate programs in all disciplines, and to 
attract local and international students, FAFS will launch a student recruiting campaign. Promotional flyers will be 
distributed at educational fairs and scientific conferences. FAFS faculty members are encouraged to utilize this 
material during relevant events. Interested students can check our programs here. 
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Yemeni delegates at FAFS 
FAFS welcomed nine officials affiliated with Yemen’s Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation (MoPIC) 
at a targeted training workshop on food and nutrition security and development of online monitoring tools. The 
workshop took place on March 5-9 and was delivered by a joint team from the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) and AUB. Dean Mohtar emphasized that the training workshop illustrates the FAFS commitment to 
capacity building for regional governments in the areas of food and nutrition security. The visitors expressed a 
clear desire for further training opportunities on a range of topics. A follow up research and development proposal 
is under development and discussion with IFPRI. For additional information and pictures of the workshop, click 
here. 

  
Dr. Michele Forman visits FAFS 
The Department of Nutrition and Food Sciences (NFSC) hosted Dr. Michele Forman, distinguished professor and 
head of the Department of Nutrition Science, College of Health and Human Sciences, Purdue University in March 
2018. During her week at FAFS, Dr. Forman delivered three seminars addressing “the role of early life exposures in 
disease risk later in life, specifically cancer”, “the effect of dietary intake during the first 1000 days on the risk of 
obesity” and “the importance of context-specific food composition tables in advancing nutritional sciences”.  Dr. 
Forman also made significant contributions to the research and teaching operations of NFSC. A framework to 
foster future collaboration between AUB and Purdue University was developed, with Dean Mohtar and Dr. Farah 
Naja, for a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the two institutions. The MOU will facilitate the 
identification of Great Global Gaps (G3) and lay a system-based road map toward more expeditious solutions that 
recognize the value of collaboration, trust, learning, and community engagement. For additional information, click 
here. 

  
Dr. Ali Hamade Lecture at FAFS 
Dr. Ali Hamade, an environmental health scientist, visited FAFS on Friday, March 16, 2018, and presented a lecture 
entitled "Food and Environment Security: A case from the far north and local analogies. 
The talk demonstrated two case studies from work done at the State of Alaska Department of Health that relate to 
food and environment security - radionuclide release from the nuclear accident in Japan (2011) and potential 
changes in fish mercury concentrations with climate change. It underscored the dependence of food security on a 
safe environment, and detailed the importance of initiative, stakeholder engagement, and government 
responsibility and accountability when people's health and concerns are at stake. 
The lecture wrapped up with a brief overview of farming and the associated occupational and food supply safety 
topics in Lebanon and the need for surveillance, monitoring, and education. To check pictures, click here. 

  
FAFS BOLDLY 
Following the launch of AUB’s most ambitious capital campaign Boldly AUB - the Campaign to Lead, Innovate and 
Serve, we are working with the AUB Development Office to launch, later this year, FAFS BOLDLY companion piece 
as a promotional tool to encourage FAFS friends and potential donors to support us. 
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Towards the enhancement of the Mediterranean diet in the Mediterranean region 
As part of ongoing activities of the FAO funded project “Towards the enhancement of the Mediterranean diet in 
the Mediterranean region”, Drs. Nahla Hwalla, Farah Naja and Lara Nasreddine, as well as Ms. Sibelle El Labban 
(AUB research team) hosted the first technical meeting with their Tunisian counterparts, Dr. Marie-Claude Dop, Pr. 
Jalila El Ati, Pr. Leila Alouane, Ms. Najoua Ben Amara and Dr. Nicole Darmon, on February 26-28 at FAFS. During 
this meeting, the two research teams worked together to align their research activities in promoting a healthy, 
sustainable diet for the people of their respective countries. The collaboration affirms FAFS’ commitment to the 
project and its objectives in light of the ongoing nutrition transition goals in Lebanon and the region. The project 
aligns with FAFS’ research initiatives around the water-energy-food nexus theme. 

  
Youth in Rural Development 
To address the challenges faced by youth in rural communities (youth unemployment and high illiteracy) and the 
undesirable outcomes of these challenges, ESDU in partnership with Economic and Social Fund for Development 
(ESFD), Arcenciel, Action Contre La Faim (ACF), and Cooperation Without Borders (CWB), organized a one-day 
workshop on January 19: “Youth in Rural Development”. The workshop brought together about 85 people from 
the private and public sectors, NGOs, and civil society to highlight the role of youth in rural development and to 
launch the Rural Development network (REEF – Rural Empowerment and Entrepreneurship Forum) and its related 
initiatives, which include: Healthy Kitchens, the food security sub-network, the Northern Bekaa local economic 
platform, and the agro-eco-bio group. For more information and pictures, click  here. 

  
Water Day 
On March 22, as part of the World Water Day 2018, FAFS organized a series of events to shed light on the 
importance of water, under this year’s theme: “Water for Nature”. Three presentations were given by Drs. Nadim 
Farajalla from IFI (Water-Energy-Food Nexus, Water Resources Management and Climate Change), Hadi Jaafar 
from FAFS (Water for Food), and Majdi Abou Najm from MSFEA (Nexus and Education), followed by a Q&A session. 
In addition, FAFS staff and students participated in the “Run for Water race” that took place all over the AUB 
campus and where winners received medals from FAFS Associate Dean Dr. Ammar Olabi. In addition, informative 
booths were set up in AUB’s lower and upper campus. For more information and pictures, click here. 

  
FAFS at the American association for the Advancement of Science 
Dean Rabi Mohtar participated in the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS)’s Annual 
Meeting on February 2018, Austin, Texas, under the theme “Science Transcending Boundaries”, where he 
presented an overview of the system-of-systems Water-Energy-Food (WEF) Nexus. He emphasized that 
communities can change behaviors to address complex challenges within the WEF Nexus using dialogue that grows 
out of the data and analytics of the WEF systems. Dr. Mohtar also presented tools for sustainable energy 
production, and concluded with insights on nexus applications that can be generalized across thematic and 
regional applications in the near future. For more information, click here. 
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8th World Water Forum, Brasilia 2018 
FAFS participated in the 8th World Water Forum, the world's largest water-related event that took place on March 
18 -23 in Brasilia. The event was organized by the World Water Council (WWC) and included global leaders in 
water policy, science, and planning. Dean Rabi Mohtar offered a keynote presentation on the topic of ‘Bridging 
Science and Policy’, and co-organized and participated in several sessions including “Multi-stakeholder Dialogue: 
Water-Energy-Food (WEF) Nexus and SDGs Implementation”, which focused on policy coherence in 
implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals by providing stakeholders beyond the water sector the 
opportunity to engage in dialogue and address topics that cut across the multiple themes of the Brasilia forum and 
addressing: water for energy, water for food, governance, financing, and communication.  He also was a keynote 
speaker in two sessions “Sustainability Challenges need integrated solution: is water, energy, and food the 
answer?”, “Water Energy Food Nexus and Sustainable Development Goals” as well as a high Level Panel that 
addressed “Water related SDGs in crises prone regions: turning reconstruction into sustainable development”. For 
more information and pictures, click here. 

   
Town Hall Meeting by QF, TAMU & TAMUQ organized by FAFS & MSFEA 
FAFS, Maroun Semaan Faculty of Engineering and Architecture (MSFEA), Texas A&M University (TAMU), Texas 
A&M University Qatar (TAMU Q), and Qatar Foundation met early February 2018 during a Town Hall Meeting held 
at AUB to discuss the prospects of building joint activities and establishing a partnership in the nexus of water, 
food, energy and health through both joint research and student mobility. 
This initiative led by FAFS and MSFEA will be a benchmark that allows AUB to establish research and education 
cooperation, and to localize the essential knowledge required to face common challenges occurring within this 
nexus in the MENA region. For more information and to check presentations, click here. 

  

Dr. Lamis Jomaa selected for the New Champions 2018 at the WEF 
Every year, the World Economic Forum (WEF) honors 50 extraordinary scientists under the age of 40 for their 
contributions to advancing the frontiers of science, engineering and technology.  
Dr. Jomaa’s application for the Young Scientists community was accepted and she will join the 12th Annual Meeting 
of the New Champions, which will take place on September 17-20, 2018 in Tianjin, People’s Republic of China. 
The Young Scientists will contribute to the insights and knowledge provided by other Forum communities, 
including Technology Pioneers, Young Global Leaders, Social Entrepreneurs, Global Shapers and Startups. 

  
Friends of AUB dinner in Detroit 
FAFS will participate at the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers (ASABE) 2018 annual 
international meeting in July 29 - August 1, 2018 at Detroit, Michigan. During this gathering, we will present the 
new plan and vision for the faculty, and we will have a faculty and graduate students’ recruiting booth. 
In order to stay in touch with FAFS friends and the AUB alumni community in Detroit, we will organize a “Friends of 
AUB Dinner” where we will promote our faculty and share our new academic objectives for the upcoming years. 
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The Raji & Fawzieh Sinno Promising Leader in Agriculture Award 
The Raji and Fawzieh Sinno Promising Leader in Agriculture Award was established in 2017 by FAFS’ external 
advisory board member and donor Mr. Khaled Sinno for the purpose of shedding light on the Lebanese agricultural 
sector, the challenges it faces, and opportunities that could be made available. The competition was open to grade 
12 students from all Lebanese schools and the award will be granted to three projects that present the most 
innovative and practical solutions to this sector. 24 participants sent their abstracts and the award jury members 
selected 10 finalists who will submit their final projects in the Raji and Fawzieh Sinno Promising Leader in 
Agriculture Award distribution ceremony on April 26. During this event, the top 3 projects will be selected and they 
will receive financial prizes. We are pleased to announce that Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Professor Muhammad 
Yunus will be giving a keynote speech during this event. We invite all FAFS faculty, staff and students to attend this 
ceremony. 

  
Save the Date l AREC Day – July 1, 2018 
AREC Day will take place on July 1, 2018. We hope to see you all with your family & friends. More than 700 people 
from the AUB community, friends and family gather every year to enjoy a day full of fun and unforgettable memories: 
hayrides, horse and camel riding, rope pulling, food competitions, inflatable games for kids and many more.  
We are waiting for you! 

  
Renovation of Wing B corridor 
The renovation of the FAFS Wing B Second floor corridor will start in May in coordination with the Physical Plant 
Department (PPD) and Facilities Planning and Design Unit (FPDU). The renovation is expected to extend over the 
period of 6 months to limit disruptions to labs, classrooms and faculty. The renovation will include new lighting 
fixtures, false ceiling, wall fixtures and retiling.  

 

New Lecture Hall 102 inauguration 
The renovation of the Michel and Sherine Bayoud lecture hall 102 which was generously donated by external 
advisory board member and FAFS alumnus Mr. Michel Bayoud has been completed. The hand over by FPDU and 
the training on IT and AV are finalized. FAFS will be holding soon an official inauguration ceremony in the presence 
of the BOT and major FAFS Stakeholders. 
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