
 
 

FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, staff, and friends 
informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the FAFS family. Please share your 
department’s news and your suggestions with fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb   
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In the spotlight 
 

 
FAFS 2019 Graduate Reception 
FAFS honored the 2019 graduating class and distinguished 
awardees during a reception and award ceremony (May 27) 
in the presence of President Fadlo R. Khuri and his spouse Dr. 
Lamya Khuri, Provost Mohamad Harajli, former Minister Dr. 
Inaya Ezzeddine, FAFS EAB Chairman Mr. Khalid Sinno, 
members of the AUB Administration, FAFS academic and 
administrative family, and students along with their families. 
Dean Rabi Mohtar addressed the new generation of FAFS 
leaders, encouraging them to face the challenges that will 
come their way comprehensively and sustainably. Read Dean 
Mohtar’s speech here.  
For more pictures, click here. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

First Food Security Program graduate’s inspiring words 
during Commencement Ceremony 
On May 31 and June 1, FAFS celebrated the commencement 
of 25 graduate and 111 undergraduate FAFS students. 
Graduating with an MS in Food Security, Kelvin Kimani, 
inspired fellow students and attendees at commencement 
saying: “We will make a living by receiving from others, but 
we will make a life by giving to others. Let us, today, make a 
conscious decision to let our acquired education, skills, and 
experiences become a beacon of hope to humanity and those 
in need." FAFS is honored to be a cornerstone of the future 
careers and ambitions of its graduates, and wishes them 
fruitful paths of exciting fulfillment. READ MORE 

Back to top  

AREC hosts AUB Board of Trustees (BoT) 
AUB Board of Trustees, President Khuri, Provost Harajli, members of the board of Deans and the FAFS External Advisory 
Board visited AREC, on Saturday June 1, where Dr. Mustafa Haidar, AREC Director, presented an overview of AREC’s 
history, current facilities, needs and outlook and Dean Mohtar presented the AREC masterplan and related goals to the 
BoT. The attendees toured the AREC facilities, inaugurated the new Solar/Green Poultry House, and planted Leyland 
trees with plaque of each attendee’s name attached to the tree. READ MORE 
 

   
 

Back to top 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Pages/Dean-Mohtar-Speech-Grad-Reception-2019.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/pg/aub.fafs/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2387553481534132&ref=page_internal
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_FAFS-Graduate-Reception.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_FSP-graduate-and-Commencement-Ceremony.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_AREC-hosts-AUB-BoT.aspx


Research & Outreach 
 

 
FAFS-AUB signs MoU with the Ministry of Industry 
(MoI) 
AUB Provost Mohamed Harajli and HE Minister Wael Abou 
Faour signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between FAFS-AUB and the Lebanese Ministry of Industry 
(May 20) in a formal ceremony held in the Adnan Kassar 
Edifice for Arab Economy of the General Union of Chambers 
of Commerce, Industry & Agriculture for Arab Countries. The 
MoU provides for implementation of joint efforts between 
the Ministry and AUB to promote and apply national food 
safety and food quality guidelines and allow the exchange of 
expertise, capacity building, and other training opportunities 
on best practices in the food industry. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 
 

FAFS-AUB signs MoU with the Jordanian Hashemite 
Funds for Human Development (JOHUD)  
The FAFS Dean’s Office hosted signing of a MoU between 
FAFS-AUB Environment and Sustainable Development Unit 
(ESDU) and the Jordanian Hashemite Funds for Human 
Development (JOHUD) on May 31. The MoU allows joint 
applications to funding agencies and the implementation of 
joint projects. JOHUD and FAFS-AUB will be the local entry 
points for wider collaborations in the region. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

ICARDA and Indian delegation visit AREC and FAFS  
A high-level delegation from India visited AREC (May 18) 
where they toured the facilities following a brief presentation 
by Dr. Abdel Azizi Niane, ICARDA’s representative at AREC. 
The international experts also visited the FAFS management 
and Dr. Ashutosh Sarker, Regional Coordinator for South Asia 
& China Regional Program in Biodiversity and Integrated Gene 
Management at ICARDA, delivered a presentation to FAFS 
community on Strategic partnership in enhancing food and 
nutritional security in South Asia & China. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 

 

AREC for promotion of good agricultural practices in 
the upper Litani basin  
FAFS professors Mustapha Haidar and Youssef Abou Jawdeh, 
in collaboration with FAO representatives, organized a two 
day workshop (May 2-3) sponsored by FAO at AREC on the 
topic: Promotion of good agricultural practices, including 
integrated pest management to reduce agrochemical 
pollution in upper Litani Bassin. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 
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Events 
 

 
FAFS celebrates Ramadan with its Iftar 
FAFS Social Committee and the Food and Agriculture Students 
Society organized the FAFS Iftar, on Thursday, May 16, at the 
Ramada Plaza Hotel. More than 40 members of the FAFS 
family of faculty, staff, and students, gathered to enjoy a 
delicious Iftar buffet and wonderful Ramadan atmosphere. 
 
 
 
 

Back to top 
 

NFSC Preceptors Reception 
The FAFS-NFSC CP-10 Preceptor reception (May 29) honored 
the Nutrition and Dietetics Coordinated Program (NDCP) Class 
of 2019 in an event attended by Dean Mohtar along with FAFS 
faculty, students and preceptors. Dr. Hwalla, NDCP Director, 
congratulated the students on their accomplishment and 
outstanding performance, noting that they are now equipped 
to become agents of change in their chosen field. READ MORE 

 
Back to top  

 

ESDU News 
 

 
Kamed el Lawz honors ESDU’s community development 
efforts 
On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee, the Bekaa’s Kamed Al 
Lawz cultural, social, and athletic club celebrated its 
development partners, and recognized ESDU’s Executive 
Director Engineer Mabelle Chedid for her own and ESDU’s 
efforts in Kamed Al Lawz club and the West Bekaa region. 
READ MORE 

 
 

Back to top 

 

 

ESDU for Pre-College Mentoring Program 
ESDU participated in the Pre-college Mentoring Program (May 
2019), managed by AUB’s Issam Fares Institute, to introduce 
pre-college students to interesting subjects and orient them 
toward relevant fields of work. ESDU has offered training in 
the FAFS green house area on sustainable agricultural 
practices, introducing the prospective students to the 
importance of the field, future career opportunities, and 
community service activities in agriculture. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_NFSC-Preceptors-Reception.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Kamed-Lawz-honors-ESDU-community-development-efforts.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_ESDU-Pre-College-Mentoring-Program.aspx


CLIMAT: supporting the livelihoods of rural 
communities 
As part of the ongoing CLIMAT project, training sessions have 
targeted the three CLIMAT value chains: 1) small ruminant 
production, 2) alternative and climate-smart agricultural crop 
production, and 3) agro-food processing. Beneficiaries from 
West Bekaa (about 125) and from Northeast Baalbeck (about 
150), participated in training sessions this month. READ MORE 
 

 
Back to top 

 

 

Faculty News 
 

 
Dr. Nahla Hwalla receives prestigious US Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics Medallion Award 2019 
The US Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics announced that 
NFSC Professor Nahla Hwalla is among the recipients of their 
2019 Medallion Award in recognition of her dedication to the 
high standards of the nutrition and dietetics profession, and 
active participation, leadership and devotion to serving 
others in nutrition and dietetics, and its allied health fields. 
READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

Dr. Lara Nasreddine (NFSC) earns Tenure Associate 
Professor 
FAFS congratulates Dr. Lara Nasreddine, NFSC, on earning the 
rank of Tenured Associate Professor, effective September 1, 
2019. Tenure decisions reflect achievement in teaching, 
professional engagement, and service to AUB. Dr. Nasreddine 
demonstrated superior professional achievement and 
dedication. We take pride in having Lara Nasreddine, a 
successful, devoted, and relentless faculty member, as part of 
our team. 

Back to top  

RCODE Assistant Professor Giuliano Martiniello’s book 
launch 
FAFS Assistant Professor Giuliano Martiniello, RCODE 
program, launched his book: Uganda: The Dynamics of 
Neoliberal Transformation, the latest in the Ugandan literary 
market, in an event (April 15) at the College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, University of Makerere, Uganda. At the book 
launch, he stated “The book is an exploration of the New 
Uganda, Africa’s most contentious capitalist market society, 
30 years after the government accepted to liberalize the 
Ugandan economy”. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 
 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2018_CLIMAT-Workshop.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_CLIMAT-supporting-livelihoods-of-rural-communities.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Nahla-Hwalla-receives-prestigious-AND-Medallion-Award.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Giuliano-Martiniello-book-launch.aspx


Alumni and Students News 
 

 
RCODE’s Ibrahim Bahati receives the “Rasha and 
Nouhad Daouk Student Development Award” 
FAFS congratulates RCODE student Ibrahim Bahati for his 
selection by the RCODE committee to receive the Rasha and 
Nouhad Daouk Student Development Award. Bahati will use 
the award to attend the 62nd Annual Meeting of the African 
Studies Association (ASA), November 21-23 in Boston, USA. 
READ MORE 

Back to top  

LDEM students win at the AUBotanic Ladybug 
competition 
The AUB Botanic Garden Committee (AUBotanic), announced 
the winners of the Ladybug Hotel Competition in its annual 
spring event on May 21. The Ladybug Hotel Competition 
engages artists, designers, ecologists, entomologists, and 
members of the community at large, to design hotels for 
ladybugs. This year, LDEM students won all three prizes for 
original, functional, and aesthetically pleasing designs. READ 
MORE 

Back to top 
 

 

Announcements 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
WEFRAH Design Thinking Workshop 
Date: June 15, 2019 
Location: College Hall – B1, AUB 
 
WEFRAH’s goal is to build AUB’s capacity in multidisciplinary, system-of-systems research that addresses the grand 
challenge of human security in relation to water, energy, food, and health. In this regard, a Design Thinking 
Workshop will be organized with an aim to refine the scope and the research questions of the projects and clusters 
submitted for the WEFRAH internal seed funding. It will improve the interdisciplinarity among faculty members, 
create out-of-the-box solutions for current projects and clusters, and foster the creation of a WEFRAH community 
that will help transcend these projects into grand challenges. The workshop will be moderated by Trustee Fadi 
Ghandour, Founder of Ruwwad. 

Back to top 
SAVE THE DATE 
AREC Day 
Date: June 30, 2019 
Location: AREC 
 
AREC Day is annual event where AUB and FAFS faculty, staff, students, alumni, and friends gather at the AREC facility 
in the Beqaa’ for a fun-filled day. Activities include hayrides, horse and camel riding, rope pulling, Dabkeh and other 
entertainments, all prepared and coordinated by AREC students. For more info, click here. 
 

Back to top 

https://africanstudies.org/annual-meetings/
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_RCODE-Ibrahim-Bahati-receives-Rasha-Nouhad-Daouk-Award.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_LDEM-students-win-AUBotanic-Ladybug-competition.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_LDEM-students-win-AUBotanic-Ladybug-competition.aspx
https://ruwwad.ngo/
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/events/pages/details.aspx?ItemId=125


SAVE THE DATE 
Launch of the IFPRI Global Food Policy Report 2019 
Date: June 18, 2019 
Time: 10:30 am - 2:00 pm 
Location: Michel and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS 
 
IFPRI’s 2019 Global Food Policy Report reviews the major food policy issues, developments, and decisions of 2018, 
and highlights challenges and opportunities for 2019 at the global and country levels. The eighth annual report 
highlights the urgency of rural revitalization to combat poverty and food insecurity that are prominent in MENA’s 
rural areas. 
 

Event Poster 
Back to top 

 

Lectures series and Seminars 
 
 

May 28 – Online Learning at the University of Florida: Opportunities and Challenges| FAFS – Dr. Samira 
Daroub, Professor, Soil and Water Sciences, University of Florida. READ MORE 

 
 

May 17 – Strategic partnership in enhancing food and nutritional security in South Asia & China | FAFS – 
Dr. Ashutosh Sarker, Regional Coordinator, South Asia & China Regional Program, Biodiversity and Integrated Gene 
Management, ICARDA. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, brief 

description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
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