
 
 

FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, staff, and friends 
informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the FAFS family. Please share your 
department’s news and your suggestions with fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb   
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In the spotlight 
 

 
AUB and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) supporting research for sustainability of the 
Water-Energy-Food-Health system 
AUB-FAFS signed a partnership agreement with the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) on June 10 at the 
international symposium “The Future of Food” held in Rome, Italy. FAFS Dean Rabi Mohtar signed the agreement on 
behalf of AUB, along with six other universities and research institutions. READ MORE 

 

       
Back to top 

Water solutions by young Arab leaders in the first 
Water Innovation Lab in Lebanon 
FAFS hosted the first Water Innovation Lab in Lebanon (WIL 
Lebanon) for one week in Bekaa Valley at FAFS’ Advancing 
Research Enabling Communities Center (AREC) from June 8 - 
14. Among the 70 participants were 62 from Lebanon, with 13 
from AUB-FAFS, and others from Jordan, Syria, Canada and 
the United States. Young community leaders, engineers, 
architects, entrepreneurs, professionals and experts joined to 
explore, study, and resolve some of Lebanon’s most pressing 
water challenges. From the 13 participating teams, 5 winning 
teams were awarded seed grants and mentorship awards. 
READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

Research & Outreach 
 

 
WEFRAH ‘Re-design Thinking’ workshop 
The inaugural cohort of WEFRAH Principal Investigators (PIs) 
and Co-PIs (those invited to submit full proposals for 
WEFRAH internal seed funding) participated in a Re-Design 
Thinking workshop at College Hall on June 15. Mr. Fadi 
Ghandour led a team from Wamda group, who introduced 
the first cohort to a business modelling process for taking 
research ideas to execution and implementation for 
commercialization or other forms of impact. READ MORE 

Back to top 
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Professor Ahmed Abdel Wahab, TAMUQ, explores 
research and learning opportunities at FAFS  
Professor Ahmed Abdel Wahab, Texas A&M University-
Qatar (TAMU-Q) Chemical Engineering Program, and Zachry 
Department of Civil Engineering, TAMU, visited AUB-FAFS 
the week of June 17 to discuss research and learning 
opportunities presented by the existing partnership 
agreement between TAMU, TAMU-Q, the Texas A&M 
Engineering Experiment Stations (TEES) and AUB, FAFS. 
Specific research and student exchange opportunities were 
discussed and agreed upon. READ MORE 

Back to top  

 

Events 
 

 
The scientific and industrial benefits of Cannabis 
The FAFS Alumni Chapter hosted a conference (June 19) at 
the Michel and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS, to 
highlight the scientific and industrial aspects of Cannabis, a 
controversial plant that affects farmers around Lebanon and 
their income. READ MORE 

 
 
 
 

Back to top 

  

 
Launch of the IFPRI 2019 report on revitalizing 
Lebanon’s rural areas  
FAFS hosted the launch of the IFPRI 2019 Global Food Policy 
Report: Revitalizing Rural Areas in Lebanon. The launch held 
in collaboration with the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI), was one in a series of launches that have 
been held in major cities around the globe including 
Washington, Moscow, Brussels, Beijing, and New Delhi. This 
year’s report spotlights the urgent need for rural 
revitalization to address persistent crises such as food 
insecurity, poverty and inequality, and environmental 
degradation that deeply affect rural people worldwide, 
particularly in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
region. READ MORE 

Back to top 
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Launch of the World Bank Group competition for 
innovation in agriculture 
FAFS hosted the soft launch of the WBG DigitalAG4MENA 
Competition. The launch, held in collaboration with the 
World Bank Group (WBG) continued the discussion, started 
in the launch of IFPRI’s report on revitalizing Lebanon’s rural 
areas on the same day, around themes of agricultural 
revitalization through the use of digital technologies. 
DigitalAG4MENA competition will be an opportunity to 
crowdsource innovative information and communication 
technology (ICT) solutions, targeted at raising efficiency, 
equity and environmental sustainability of food systems in 
MENA. READ MORE 

Back to top 
 

Nutrition in Emergencies: 9th training course  
The NFSC, in collaboration with the Institute of Global Health, 
University College London, offers (since 2010), an 11-day 
intensive training course Nutrition in Emergencies (NIE) to 
optimize nutritional responses under various types of 
emergency conditions. The 9th annual NIE took place June 
17-29, in Beirut and Bekaa. READ MORE 
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LDEM and ESDU shine at the Garden Show and Spring Festival  
The Landscape Architecture Student Society (LASS) participated in the 16th annual Garden Show and Spring Festival, 
the largest event of its kind in Beirut, representing LDEM and the faculty, using the theme A Career in Landscape. As 
part of the CLIMAT project’s marketing strategy, ESDU also took part in this festival, which provided an opportunity for 
producers from five Bekaa villages to market their products and serve their traditional village dishes through a live 
cooking show for festival visitors. READ MORE 

 

     
Back to top 
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Landscape: Between Theory and Practice  
LDEM hosted the lecture and book launch event A Landscape 
Approach: Between Theory and Practice on May 31, using a 
series of global case studies at the intersection of practice 
and academia to highlight the need for a landscape approach 
focusing on the international practice work of Hideo Sasaki. 
READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

 

ESDU News 
 

 
Launch of the Northeast Baalbek Agricultural 
Demonstration Plot under CLIMAT Project: 
Empowering the Lebanese Rural Communities  
ESDU-FAFS at AUB, in collaboration with Cooperation without 
Borders (CWB), launched the Northeast Baalbek 
demonstration plot, under the Climate-Smart Livelihoods 
Initiatives and Market Access Tailoring (CLIMAT) project, in 
Ras Baalbek on June 29. READ MORE 
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Souk aal Souk – summer version  
ESDU-FAFS collaborated with the AUB Neighborhood 
Initiative and the Food Heritage Foundation in organizing the 
Souk aal Souk Farmers’ Market in Jeanne D’arc, Hamra Street 
on June 18. The celebration of summer offered a variety of 
products made by local producers. READ MORE 
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CLIMAT: towards enhancing future outcomes 
ESDU held a workshop at FAFS for the presentation of the 
CLIMAT project updates and achievements. Participants 
included the ESDU team, partners, and friends including the 
Corporation Without Borders team, former minister of state 
Mrs. Wafaa Dikaah Hamze, a delegation from the Jordanian 
Hashemite Funds for Human Development (JOHUD), 
representatives of Nibras, and World Food Programme (WFP). 
READ MORE 

Back to top 
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Faculty News 
 

 
Dean Emeritus Nuhad Daghir honored at ASN for 50 
years of support  
Dean Emeritus Nuhad Daghir was honored at the American 
Society for Nutrition (ASN) 2019 flagship meeting (June 8-11), 
in Baltimore, Maryland, USA, for completing 50 years of being 
a member of the society and for his support of ASN during his 
entire career. READ MORE 
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Alumni and Students News 
 

 
LDEM graduate Lorena Gebran featured in 
international magazine 
Lorena Gebran (LDEM, 2018), research assistant at LDEM, is 
featured in the prestigious, annual international magazine GA 
Houses 157: Project 2018. The magazine features significant 
residential housing projects around the world for work, such 
the Spanish project Casa Muchavista that Gebran worked on. 
READ MORE 
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The first Community Park Day, organized by LASS, 
celebrates Beirut’s diverse communities 
The Landscape Architecture Student Society (LASS) launched 
the first edition of Community Park Day, organized by the 
society’s cabinet Hana Ismail, Rania Bou Said and Sara El 
Samman (LDEM) on June 29, in Basta, Hawd El Weleye Public 
Park. The eventful day aimed to highlight the importance and 
use of public spaces in Lebanon by familiarizing people with 
Hawd El Wileye Park. READ MORE 

Back to top  

 

Faculty Research Publications 
 

 
Find the latest research publications by FAFS faculty here. 

Back to top 
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Announcements 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
9th International Breast Cancer and Nutrition (IBCN) symposium 
Date: November 14-15, 2019 
Location: American University of Beirut 
 
The International Breast Cancer and Nutrition (IBCN) project was conceived at Purdue University, Indiana. Housed 
in Discovery Park, Oncological Sciences Center, it aims to serve as a model for breast cancer prevention by adopting 
a multidisciplinary approach that brings together experts in breast cancer, nutrition, cell & molecular biology, health 
policy, anthropologists, and others, who will set strategies to examine nutrient induced genome changes and breast 
cancer onset. An international executive committee and advisory board from seven member countries overlook the 
different activities of IBCN, amongst which is the IBCN annual symposium. READ MORE 

 
Register here and submit your abstracts here. 

 

Event Poster 
Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS Faculty Retreat | AREC Night | Harvest Day 
Date: October 12-13, 2019 
Location: AREC 
 
FAFS will be holding its second strategic planning retreat to complete and fine-tune a detailed FAFS 2025 
implementation plan with a timeline embedding departmental / program initiatives and actions. Faculty and staff 
will then enjoy various activities during AREC Night, which will happen on the same day, followed by the Harvest 
Day on October 13. 

Back to top 

STAY TUNED 
Welcoming New FAFS Students 
Date: August 26, 2019 
Time: 1:00 pm 
Location: Michel and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS 

Back to top 
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Lectures series and Seminars 
 
 

June 27 – Report Chapter: Shifting the Paradigm towards Food Sovereignty in Middle East and North 
Africa: theoretical and practical challenges | Amman, Jordan – Giuliano Martiniello, Assistant Professor, 
RCODE program, FAFS. READ MORE 

 
 

June 17 – Identifying Communication Barriers to Successful implementation of Soil and Water 
Technology for Improving Food Security | FAFS – Dr. Claire Friedrichsen, University of Florida. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, brief 

description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
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