
 
 

FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, staff, and friends 
informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the FAFS family. Please share your 
department’s news and your suggestions with fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb   
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In the spotlight 
 

 
Experiences and Advances on University 
Transformation  
AUB and the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences (FAFS) 
hosted a two-day workshop (September 5-7, 2019) on 
Experiences and Advances in University Transformation as 
part of the Kellogg funded, Transforming Higher Education 
Project. Forty-eight participants from 30 academic 
institutions and international organizations in the United 
States, Canada, Latin America, Europe, Africa, and Asia 
participated in the workshop, shared their commitment and 
advances to higher educational transformation. Project 
partners also addressed issues around strengthening and 
scaling up transformation efforts globally in response to the 
challenges arising in the 21st century. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 

 

FAFS welcoming new faculty: orientation and field tour  
As the new academic year 2019-2020 begins, we welcome 
those new faculty who will teach and conduct research, each 
in their own fields of expertise. As part of a new FAFS 
initiative, new faculty toured the on-going projects around 
Lebanon to become acquainted with the projects and the 
importance of what FAFS does. READ MORE 
 

 
 

Back to top  

 

Research & Outreach 
 

 
FAFS welcomes new AUB faculty 
During a three-day bi-annual, New Faculty Orientation 
organized by the Office of the Provost and the New Faculty 
Orientation program, Dean Rabi Mohtar introduced new FAFS 
faculty members in the Department of Agriculture and 
Department of Landscape Design and Ecosystem 
Management. READ MORE 
 
 
 

Back to top 

 

 
Context-based technologies to enhance efficiency and resilience of agri-food systems in Lebanon 
FAFS participated at a workshop, hosted by ESCWA, on Context-based Technologies to Enhance the Efficiency and 
Resilience of Agri-Food Systems in Lebanon. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the future of agriculture and 
better understand the status of technology transfer, adaption, and use of technology in agriculture in Lebanon, 
including scale-up constrains and opportunities available to small farmers. READ MORE 

Back to top 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Experiences-Advances-University-Transformation.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_New-faculty-tour.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_FAFS-welcomes-new-AUB-faculty.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_ESCWA-workshop.aspx


Events 
 

 
FAFS welcoming new students  
FAFS welcomed the undergraduate students accepted into 
the faculty for the fall semester of Academic Year 2019-2020 
in the Michel and Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall (Room 102). In 
addition to introducing the new students to faculty and staff, 
Dean Mohtar emphasized the importance of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and their relation to FAFS disciplines and 
the plan to ban plastic water bottles within the FAFS 
community. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

ESDU News 
 

 
Tour REEF: ESDU reviving the rural tourism sector in 
Lebanon 
ESDU hosted a round table discussion at Deir Mar Takla - Ain 
al Jawze, Saghbine – West Bekaa (August 3), with the goal of 
reviving Rural Tourism by initiating the Tour REEF sub-
network. The main objectives of Tour REEF are to revisit the 
priorities of the rural tourism sector and identify a common 
vision for developing the sector in Lebanon. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

 

ESDU launches a new Demo Plot in West Bekaa 
ESDU launched the West Bekaa CLIMAT Demo-plot in Deir Ein 
El Jaouze, Saghbine. As part of the CLIMAT project, 
agricultural demo-plots established in Northeast Baalbeck 
and West Bekaa offer farmers, women, and youth hands-on 
group learning opportunities through the Farmers Field 
School approach. The unit demonstrates feasible agricultural 
practices that are of minimal harm to natural resources. The 
demo-plot serves as a knowledge hub and is visited by 
farmers interested in knowing more about best agricultural 
practices. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

“3al Gharbe” festival to support Lebanese rural areas 
and local tourism 
ESDU, in collaboration with Li-Loubnani association and 
Aitanit Municipality, organized (August 4) the “3al Gharbe” 
festival on the West Bekaa’s Qaraoun lake, Aïtanit. Visitors 
participated in a day of activities that included hiking, 
harvesting, cultural village tours, dabkeh, yoga, and a 
delicious traditional lunch, as well as a farmers market with 
local producers of mouneh and seasonal vegetables and 
fruits. READ MORE 

Back to top  

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_welcoming-new-students.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Tour-REEF-ESDU.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2018_CLIMAT-Workshop.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_ESDU-launches-new-Demo-Plot-West-Bekaa.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_3al-Gharbe-Festival.aspx


Souk Aal Souk  
This summer several Souk aal Souk – Farmers’ Markets took 
place in Jeanne D’arc Street – Hamra. The events gathered 30 
producers exhibiting all sorts of mouneh products, handmade 
accessories and books. 
 
 
 
 

 
Back to top  

 

Alumni and Students News 
 

 
NDCP students completing their practicum to become 
Registered Dietitians at SAGE University 
Congratulations to the first batch of Nutrition and Dietetics 
Coordinated Program (NDCP) students joining the SAGE 
Colleges, Albany, New York for the fall semester 2019-2020. 
The second batch of NDCP students will join the SAGE colleges 
for the Spring Semester 2020 next January. READ MORE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top 

 

 

 

Faculty News 
 

 
Dr. Omar Obeid appointed as new NFSC Chairperson 
Join us in welcoming Dr. Obeid as the new Chairperson of the 
Department of Nutrition and Food Sciences for the next three 
years from September 1, 2019 to August 2022. FAFS 
congratulates Dr. Obeid and wishes him success in his new 
role, and expresses sincere gratitude to Dr. Imad Toufeili for 
his service and commitment to NFSC throughout his term as 
Chair. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_NDCP-students-at-SAGE.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Omar-Obeid-new-NFSC-Chairperson.aspx


NFSC professor Nahla Hwalla promotes obesity 
awareness campaign: “Your health has a limit, take 
weight off of it” 
AUB’s NFSC professor, Dr. Nahla Hwalla, a pioneer in a new 
obesity awareness campaign states, “We can no longer blame 
the individual alone for his/her obesity. It is a social and 
governmental responsibility to develop a strategy and create 
an environment conducive to maintaining healthy weight”, 
recently joined forces with the Ministry of Public Health to 
promote a new awareness campaign under the patronage of 
Public Health Minister: “Your health has a limit, take weight 
off of it”. READ MORE 

Back to top 
 

 

Announcements 
 

 

Call to FAFS students, faculty and staff! 
We are distributing recyclable branded bottles. Refilling stations are available at FAFS classrooms and students’ 
lounge. Please pick up your bottle from the FAFS Students’ Section. 
 

 
Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
The SDGs Research Day: Outcome from the first SDGs cohort at AUB  
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 
Time: 1:00 – 3:00 pm 
Location: Michel & Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS 
 
The SDGs Research Day: Outcome from the first SDGs cohort at AUB event is the outcome of a first call of proposal 
sponsored by Lebanon Global Compact Network to target high-end promising research endeavors related to SDGs. 
The call launched in 2018 led to the selection across campus of seven AUB projects that foster innovations and 
create solutions around SDGs. The aim of the event is to help harness an AUB community targeting SDGs related 
activities; increase awareness around SDGs and help develop collaborative relationships with industry and private 
sector around specific SDG challenges. 
 
Check out the event poster. 

Back to top 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2019_Nahla-Hwalla-promotes-obesity-awareness-campaign.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Events/EventsPictures/SDGs%20Research%20Day%20Poster%20180919.jpg


SAVE THE DATE 
AUB FAFS Agricultural, Landscape, Nutrition and Food Industries 2nd Exhibition 2019 
Date: October 3-5, 2019 
Time: 10:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Location: FAFS courtyard 
 
The second exhibition will present more than 30 companies and expecting more than 600 attendees from 
communities within and outside AUB. 

 
Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS Lecture Series: Towards a Circular Economy Systems Engineering Framework by Professor Stratos 
Pistikopoulos 
Date: Tuesday, October 8, 2019 
Time: 11:00 am 
Location: Michel & Sherine Bayoud Lecture Hall, FAFS 
 
As part of the FAFS Lecture Series, you are invited to an open lecture on "Towards a Circular Economy Systems 
Engineering Framework” by Professor Stratos Pistikopoulos, irector, Texas A&M Energy Institute, TEES Eminent 
Professor, Artie McFerrin Department of Chemical Engineering, Texas A&M University. 

Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE 
Precipitation Estimation from Remote Sensing Information using Artificial Neural Networks (PERSIANN) 
Workshop  
Date: October 9-11, 2019 
Location: FAFS and E-Classroom Jafet Library 
 
A three-day Regional Training Workshop on Remotely Sensed Observation of Precipitation Using Artificial 
Intelligence, jointly organized by UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science for the Arab States, Center for 
Hydrometeorology and Remote Sensing (CHRS) at the University of California-Irvine, AUB-FAFS, and International 
Hydrological Programme (IHP) Global Network on Water and Development Information for Arid Lands (G-WADI), 
aims to support the capacity of Arab Meteorological and Hydrological services on accessing and utilizing remote-
sensing observation of precipitation. The training workshop will include lectures and hands-on laboratory practice 
sessions. 

Back to top 
SAVE THE DATE 
AUB FAFS Alumni Chapter Gala and Honoring Dinner 
Date: Thursday October 10, 2019 
Time: 8:00 pm 
Location: Hotel Le Bristol, Golden Hall 
 
Crowning this event, selected Honorees will receive the Distinguished AUB FAFS Alumni Award in recognition of 
their achievement in their chosen professions. 

Back to top 
SAVE THE DATE 
FAFS Faculty Retreat | AREC Night | Harvest Day 
Date: October 12-13, 2019 
Location: AREC 
 



FAFS will be holding its second strategic planning retreat to complete and fine-tune a detailed FAFS 2025 
implementation plan with a timeline embedding departmental / program initiatives and actions. Faculty and staff 
will then enjoy various activities during AREC Night, which will happen on the same day, followed by the Harvest 
Day on October 13. 

Back to top 
SAVE THE DATE 
9th International Breast Cancer and Nutrition (IBCN) symposium 
Date: November 14-15, 2019 
Location: American University of Beirut 
 
The International Breast Cancer and Nutrition (IBCN) project was conceived at Purdue University, Indiana. Housed 
in Discovery Park, Oncological Sciences Center, it aims to serve as a model for breast cancer prevention by adopting 
a multidisciplinary approach that brings together experts in breast cancer, nutrition, cell & molecular biology, health 
policy, anthropologists, and others, who will set strategies to examine nutrient induced genome changes and breast 
cancer onset. An international executive committee and advisory board from seven member countries overlook the 
different activities of IBCN, amongst which is the IBCN annual symposium. READ MORE 

 
Register here and submit your abstracts here. 
Check out the event poster. 

Back to top 
 
 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, brief 

description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
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